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Participants of the various displays and on-lookers flood the Taman Haji Sir Omar Ali Saifuddien, Bandar Seri Begawan, 
capital of Brunei Darussalam on 23 February during the country's thirteenth National Day celebration . With old and modern 
buildings standing imposingly in the background, His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam (inset) returns the salute as contingents staged their colourful 
displays and performances in front of the royal dais. 

A balanced socio-economic development 
is important : His Majesty 

H
is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah 

Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and 
Yang Di-Per tuan of Brunei 
Darussalam has said a balanced socio
economic development is important 
towards the success of long-tenn na-

tion building. 
"Not less important are efforts to

wards economic di versification, pro
vid ing proper public facilities and in
frastructure, effective development of 
manpower resources, implementation 
of relevant technology and contim:1ous 

control of environmental quality." said 
His Majesty. 

His Majesty's govennent has allo
cated B$7 .2 billoin for projects to be 
carried out under the country's 7th Na-

• Continued on centre page





Brunei envoys get new appointments, and 

two foreign diplomats present credentials 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM I 28 FEBRUARY 1997 

l_Jis Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan HaJ1 
Ll.Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'ir.1.addin Waddaulah. Sul
tan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam has 
appointed two new envoys. to the United States of 
America and the United Kingdom. The presentation 
of letters of appointment were held at Istana Nurul 
Iman on 17 Ferbuary. 

The two diplomats arc Pengiran Anak Dato Seri 
Laila Ja�a Haji Puteh who will take up the ambassa
dorial post to the United States of America. while 
Pehin Orang kaya Laila Utama Dato Paduka Haji 
AwangJaya will serve as the country's new High com
missioner to the United Kingdom. 

Pengiran Anak Dato Haji Puteh. 46. is a gradu
ate in psychology from London University and he 
also holds a Master degree in international relations. 

He has previously served as ambassador to Japan 
in 1986. and became fhe Pennanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1987. 

Meanwhile. Pehin Dato Haji Awang Jaya. 58. is 
a graduate from the Faculty of Public Administra
tion of the University of Manchester. He has been 
previously posted to Malaysia. the Philippines. 
Canada, Switzerland and as the Permanent Repre-
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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam 
presenting Pengiran Anak Dato Seri Laila Jasa Haji Puteh, top left, and 
Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Utama Dato Paduka Awang Haji Jaye., centre left, 
their letters of appointment on their respective appointment as Brunei 
Darussalam's Ambassador to the United States of America and High 
commissioner to the United Kingdom. Thailand's new ambassador to Brunei 
Darussalam, His Excellency Mr. Maitiri Chuladul, below right, and South 
Africa's non-resident High commissioner, Her Excellency Ms Maite Emily 
Mohale persented their credentials to the Brune, monarch on 17 February 
on taking up their appointment to the Sultanate. 
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