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Royal 59 birthday anniversary speech:
Socio-economy remains top
priority

e development of the economy and the
welfare of the people of Brunei
Darussalam receive top priorities by the
government of His Majesty The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.
These were emphasised by His Majesty
‘Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu‘izzaddin
Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam in his royal speech on
July 15 in conjunction with the 59" birthday
anniversary of His Majesty.

In his royal speech, His Majesty outlined
several developments that had occurred the
past few months namely; the change in the
Ministerial Cabinet in May; the strengthening
of the Financial climate in the country including
the progress of Brunei International Financial
Center (BIFC) and the recent merger of the
Islamic Bank of Brunei (IBB) and Islamic
Development Bank of Brunei (IDBB).

On the reshuffling of the membership of
‘the Council of Cabinet Ministers, His Majesty
said that it is a normal practice exercised
everywhere. The newly appointed Ministers
and Deputy Ministers come from a wealth of
background experience and skills. The newly
appointed are not only from the public sector
but also from private sector.

On the welfare of the citizens, His Majesty
said that providing basic facilities for the public
such as housing remains a top priority on the
government’s work list.

“The effort to house every citizen is an ‘ - ; -
ongoing priority in nation-building. In spite of economy, His Majesty stated that the financial institutions that match the
the many challenges that inflict this ambition, through the Ministry of Finance, international norms practices by the developed
I am confident the rate of house building measures to strengthen monetary nation-states. They are also designed to
stipulated in the housing schemes could still  stability are currently implemented. ensure that the operations of Brunei-based
be quickened in a bid to fulfil citizens’ Among others, the Insurance Act, the financial institutions are better structured,
demands. The provision of basic facilities in  Banking Act, the Financial Companies  which are in line with the international
rural and urban areas should not be neglected.  Act, and the Pawn Broking Act are standards sald His Majesty
- All of these facilities had been put in place y being del 2 / ha f

the task now is to upgrade their quallty
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Her Majesty Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajah Saleha granted audiences at the Istana Nurul Iman for:
©® Mrs Salihah Farhat-Ud-Deen, spouse of the outgoing High Commissioner of Pakistan to Brunei on July 25.
® Ibu Praptiningsih Yusbar, spouse of the outgoing Ambassador of Indonesia to Brunei on July 25.
® Mrs Rebecca Stanford Christy, spouse of the outgoing Ambassador of the United States to Brunei on July 25.

His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Pengiran Muda Haji
| Al-Muhtadee Billah, Senior Minister
| at the Prime Minister’s Office and
Her Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak
Sarah received audiences at the
Istana Nurul Iman from:

. 0O His Excellency Dr. Daniel
i '_ Woker, non-resident Ambassador of
% Switzerland to Brunei and his
£4 spouse on July 13.

® His Excellency Major (Rtd)
Badr-ud-Deen, the outgoing High
Commissioner of Pakistan to Brunei

and his spouse on July 25.

His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Pengiran
Muda Haji Al-Muhtadee
Billah, Senior Minister at
the Prime Minister’s
Office received audiences
at the Istana Nurul Iman
from:
© His Excellency Dr.
Yusbar Djamil, the outgoing
Ambassador of Indonesia
to Brunei on July 14.

®  His Excellency Mr.
Gene B. Christy, the
outgoing Ambassador of
the United States of
America on July 30.

Her Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Sarah
received audience at the Istana Nurul Iman
from Ibu Praptiningsih Yusbar, spouse of the
outgoing Ambassador of Indonesia to Brunei
on July 26.



