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1 eaders pledge 1o strengthen
APEC®s ecOonomy
and counter terrorism

His Excellency President Jiang Zemin of the People's Republic of China — the Chairman of the
Ninth APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting reads the leaders’ joint statement to the media at the
conclusion of their meeting in China’s southern city of Shanghai.

L;aders of the 21 member econo
ies of APEC (Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Co-operation) forum converged
on the People’s Republic of China’s
southern city of Shanghai earlier this
month for their ninth annual summit.
Meeting against the backdrop of Sep-
tember 11 event in the U.S.A and cur-
rent economic slow-down, the leaders
of the Pacific Rim countries wound up
their two-day discussions on 21 Octo-
ber by issuing the APEC Leaders’ Dec-
laration which includes the Shanghai
Accord, and the APEC Leaders’ state-
ment on counter-terrorism.

During the APEC traditional re-
treat meeting, His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam ex-
pressed the view that the event of Sep-
tember eleven has changed the world
dramatically in all aspects. APEC is
opportuned to address these implica-
tions, he said.

His Majesty emphasised that in the
light of this, while it gave primary fo-
cus on economic cooperation, APEC
should not lose sight of other impor-
tant issues that also have an impact on
the region.

According to His Majesty it was
becoming more important in view of
the changing current world events
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 15 November 2001.
If there are events relating to
our country you would like
featured in this newsletter
please call us on Tel: 02-
383400/ext.BDN Division or
better still, send us a report with
a picture, if possible. All
editorial rights reserved.
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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam and His Excellency President
Kim Dae Jung of the Republic of Korea (far right) having a bilateral meeting while they were in
Shanghai for the APEC Summit 2001, hosted by the People’s Republic of China.
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which inevitably had direct implica-
tions on the global economy. His Maj-
esty voiced his concerns on the current
economic slow-down becoming a seri-
ous problem after the recent attacks in
America. All the APEC members were
being affected more and more espe-
cially in prospects for investment and
trading, His Majesty said, while add-
ing that this makes concerted interna-
tional economic cooperation like APEC
the more vital.

His Majesty pointed to the need to
continue APEC’s commitment to freer
and more open trade and investment
in the region.

One other issue His Majesty
touched on at the retreat meeting con-
cerned human capacity building initia-
tive. During their eighth summit in
Brunei Darussalam last year, the APEC
leaders agreed to prepare its people to
embrace the information and commu-
nication technology revolution. APEC
had recognised that human capacity
building plays a crucial role in achiev-
ing this goal.

Reflecting over the past year, His
Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam was
pleased with the efforts on human ca-
pacity building. The High Level meet-
ing on human capacity building last

May in Beijing was a success and well
received by all APEC members. His
Majesty congratulated His Excellency
President Jiang Zemin of the People’s
Republic of China on his personal ef-
forts in making the meeting a focus on
APEC’s agenda this year. His Maj-
esty called upon the APEC leaders to
make human capacity building pro-
gramme be a part of the overall APEC
agenda in the future.

The leaders also discussed on the
future direction of APEC and in the
Leaders’ Declaration which includes
the Shanghai Accord, they have set
among other matters, a strategic, for-
ward agenda for the development of
APEC in the coming years, laying out
some key steps to be taken to achieve
APEC’s goals and objectives.

In the counter-terrorism statement,
they condemned terrorism which they
see a direct challenge to APEC’s vi-
sion of free and open trade and invest-
ment. They expressed APEC’s deter-
mination to enhance counter terrorism
cooperation in line with specific cir-
cumstances in the respective econo-
mies.

The APEC leaders will next meet
in 2002 in Mexico.

* Continued on page 3

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM NEWSLETTER / 31 OCTOBER 2001



* From page 2
( 9th APEC Leaders’ Meeting )

Sultan holds bilateral
meetings

While in Shanghai, His Majesty
The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam held bilateral
meetings with a number of leaders
who were also there to attend the
Ninth APEC Leaders’ Meeting.

The first of such meeting on 20
October, was with His Excellency Goh
Chok Tong, the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Singapore. They ex-
changed views on regional matters in-
cluding the issue of terrorism. His
Majesty also took the opportunity to
discuss with the Singapore Premier on
the coming Seventh ASEAN Summit
in Bandar Seri Begawan, including
the challenges facing the organisation
and ways to strengthen regional eco-
nomic cooperation.

The same day His Majesty met
with His Excellency George W. Bush,
the President of the United States of
America. The two leaders exchanged
views on bilateral cooperation, par-
ticularly in the areas of education and
defence. The U.S. President also
briefed His Majesty on developments
since the tragic events of September
11, 2001 in the United States of
America.

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang

* Continued on page 8

Above and below: His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam talking
to ASEAN leaders and ministers whom he entertained to a luncheon while in Shanghai for the
2001 APEC Summit. At the function, the Brunei monarch briefed the ASEAN leaders on
Brunei Darussalam’s preparation for the upcoming Seventh ASEAN Summit to be hosted by
the Sultanate in Bandar Seri Begawan on 5— 6 November.

His Majesty The Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam in
conversation with His
Excellency Prime
Minister Goh Chok
Tong of Singapore
during their bilateral
meeting, while
members of both
delegations look on.
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Strengthen faith, not diminish it

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam called on Muslims to strengthen faith so it
can shield them from wrongdoings.

F aith 1s a fortress and a saviour for all mankind re
gardless of race, colour or religion, His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-

Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam has said.

Speaking at a celebration at the International Convention Centre
in observance of Israk Mikraj (the flight to Heaven of Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him) on 15 October, His Majesty said one
must make every effort to strengthen and increase one’s faith, be-
cause faith can either increase or diminish.

If one cannot increase one’s faith, one can at least keep it stable in
order for one to remain a good person, urged the ruler.

People with faith do not indulge in vices or evil-doings such as
theft, murder or other crimes because their faith prevent them from so
doing, His Majesty pointed.

Furthermore, explains His Majesty, apart from promising wellbe-
ing for oneself and for humanity at large, faith also prevents all sorts
of negative elements from seeping in and hinders one from being
misled in life.

His Majesty had earlier spoken of the strong faith possessed by the
Prophet and his followers.

He said although the Prophet’s followers were few in number, they
nevertheless presented a huge challenge for the Musyrikin, who op-
posed his teachings and betrayed and were cruel to the prophet and
his followers.

But with strong faith embedded within them, they were able to
overcome the trials and tribulations, the ruler said.

These are examples that should be emulated, His Majesty urged,
adding that, once this is achieved and becomes a culture, the country
will surely become one of the most peaceful where social ills and
scourges cannot exist and take root.

His Majesty further pointed that one of the ways to increase the
faith is by practicing various aspects of Islam, such as always reciting

‘zikir’ and increase one’s knowledge in the Islamic religion through
continuous learning.

The celebration was highlighted with the presentation of awards
to religious schools based upon various merits such as the standard of
maintenance, activities etc. The schools were divided into four cat-
egories.

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam presenting prizes to representatives of two religious schools which were
among a number which won prizes during the Israk Mikraj celebration.
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