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Another step
forward in
enhancement
of Brunei
Darussalam -
People’s
Republic of
China relations

ooperation between Brunei

Darussalam and the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) are expected to
be stepped up following high-level ex-
changes of visit this month between
their leaders.

In the first of such visits, His Maj-
esty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam made a three-tier visit
from 15 May to 18 May to the PRC —
the first leg to the Chinese capital,
Beijing, then to the southern industrial
city of Shenzen, and the final leg to
Hong Kong.

In Beijing, His Majesty The Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam jointly chaired with PRC’s
President, His Excellency Jiang Zemin
a high-level meeting of the Asia Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
forum on human capacity building.

The meeting was held for two days,

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam and His Excellency President Jiang Zemin of the People’s Republic
of China greet each other as they were about to hold a meeting at Zhong Nan Hai in Beijing.
The two leaders jointly chaired this month’s APEC high-level meeting on human capacity building.

15 — 16 May at the Great Hall of the
People, at which both His Majesty and
the Chinese leader made key-note ad-
dresses (See page 2 "Keeping abreast
with technological developments in
order to benefit from the New
Economy’).

In the course of the speech, the Bru-
nei monarch expressed happiness over
the friendship and cooperation the two
countries now enjoy, especially in the
ten years since their establishing for-
mal diplomatic relations.

His Majesty gave assurance of Bru-

nei Darussalam’s full support and as-
sistance when the PRC hosts the Ninth
APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting
(AELM) in Shanghai later this year,
just as the PRC had done during Bru-
nei Darussalam’s hosting of the Eighth
AELM in Bandar Seri Begawan last
November.

His Majesty said that he had come
to Beijing this time around in the same
spirit of regional purpose and coopera-
tion, in reference to the APEC high-
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 15 June 2001. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-383400/ext.BDN
Division or better still, send us
a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

reserved. )

Keeping abreast with technological
developments in order to benefit
from the New Economy

runei Darussalam is resolved on

developing its human resources
(HRD) as a means of obtaining maxi-
mum benefit from the opportunities
now opening up in the New Economy.
As such, it was a proponent along with
the People’s Republic of China during
last November’s Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) forum’s Eighth
Economic Leaders’ Meeting (AELM)
in Bandar Seri Begawan for a high-
level APEC in meeting to be con-
vened with the focus on human capac-
ity building.

In underscoring the Sultanate’s
commitment and resoluteness, His
Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam earlier this month jointly
chaired with His Excellency President
Jiang Zemin of the People’s Republic
of China a high-level meeting on hu-
man capacity building.

The meeting was held for two days,
15 — 16 May, in the Great Hall of the
Peoples in the Chinese capital, Beijing,
and both leaders made key-note open-
ing addresses.

Speaking along the theme ‘New
Economy’ new strategy: cooperation
and innovation to build human capac-
ity for common prosperity’, His Maj-
esty said that in the face of rapid de-
velopments and changes in technology,
each economy in the Asia pacific has
to acquire skills and knowledge con-
tinually and quickly if it were to ben-
efit from the opportunities now open-
ing up in the New Economy, while
pointing out that new technology has
much to offer by way of helping the
development process.

“This in essence, is the challenge
we face”, His Majesty told a gathering
of some 350 delegates from APEC’s 21
member-economies.

Although this is not an easy task,
His Majesty pointed, each economy in
the Asia Pacific has to face the chal-
lenge in its own way and at its own
pace.

“In practical terms”, His Majesty
went on to say, “it means we have to
maximise the benefits to be gained

from opening our markets for trade and
investment. To do this the people must
be equipped with skills that are con-
stantly updated and for such skills to
be brought to an international level of
competitiveness’ .

Above all, if our people are to pros-
per in the New Economy, they must feel
they have a personal stake in its suc-
cess. In other words, they need to be
more than mere consumers.

“We have to make sure that knowl-
edge and the means to disseminate it
are not kept in the hands of a few”,
His Majesty stressed.

“As well as this, we need to encour-
age creativity and innovation”, he
added.

His Majesty outlined that in the
Brunei Darussalam context, the gov-
ernment is working closely with rep-
resentatives from business, education
and training institutions in effort to
fulfill its commitment and aspiration
toward helping the people to take ad-
vantage of the new opportunities.

Meanwhile, the President of the
People’s Republic of China, His Excel-
lency Jiang Zemin said that economic
development and social progress need
material resources to base on, and even
more, human knowledge and capacity
to sustain it.

To develop human resources and
strengthen human capacity building
has become a vital issue bearing on the
development of all countries, he
pointed.

The continuous knowledge uplift,
breakthroughs in science and technol-
ogy and the economic development call
for increasingly better qualified labour
force. To strengthen human resources
development and human capacity
building has never looked so impor-
tant and so urgent as it does today, he
further said.

He reminded that it must be noted,
however, that human resources are not
automatically generated as population
increases to a certain number. Rather,
they need to be developed and nurtured.

Delegates from the APEC member-
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Brunei ruler grants audiences to visiting
minister, and outgoing envoys

is Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal

Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam has consented to
receive a courtesy call from The Hon-
ourable Dr. Ludger Volmer, State Min-
ister at the Federal Foreign Office of
the Republic of the Federation of Ger-
many, at Istana Nurul Iman on 12 May.

The minister was in the country on
a working visit.

Present at the ceremony were Pehin
Dato Haji Awang Zakaria, the Minis-
ter of Communications, Pehin Dato
Haji Awang Yahya, Permanent Secre-
tary at the Prime Minister’s Office and
Pehin Dato Awang Lim Jock Seng,
Permanent Secretary of the Foreign
Affairs Ministry.

His Majesty on the same day, also
at Istana Nurul Iman, granted separate
audiences to the outgoing ambassador
of the Federated Republic of Germany
to Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency
Mr. Klaus-Peter Brandes, and the out-
going high commissioner of New Zea-
land, Her Excellency Madam Sarah
Dennis.

During both audiences, His Majesty
expressed appreciation on the contri-
bution of Their Excellencies in enhanc-
ing bilateral relations between Brunei
Darussalam and their respective coun-
tries.

His Excellency Mr. Klaus-Peter
Brandes was his country’s ambassador
to the sultanate since May 1999, while
Her Excellency Madam Sarah Dennis
was New Zealand’s high commissioner
to Brunei Darussalam, based in Kuala
Lumpur, since May 1998.

Meanwhile, His Royal Highness
Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, Brunei
Darussalam’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, also the same day, received in
audience Her Excellency Madam Sarah
Dennis, at Balai Penghadapan, Bukit
Kayangan.

His Royal Highness earlier received
in audience His Excellency Dr. Ludger
Volmer, the State Minister at the Fed-
eral Foreign Office of the Federated
Republic of Germany, during which the
ministers exchanged views on several
regional and international issues.

Above: His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam receives the
Honourable Dr. Ludger Volmer, State Minister at the Federal Foreign Office of the Federated
Republic of Germany at Istana Nurul Iman.

His Majesty granting separate audiences to the outgoing New Zealand'’s high commissioner,
Her Excellency Madam Sarah Dennis, above, and to the outgoing ambassador of the Federated
Republic of Germany, His Excellency Mr.Klaus Peter Brandes, below.

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM NEWSLETTER / 31 MAY 2001 3



