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No compromise with antagonists of law and
constitution: HM Sultan

runei Darussalam ushered the Is

lamic new year of 1422 Hijrah with
His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam issuing a
strong warning that activities contra-
dictory to the country’s laws and con-
stitution will not be tolerated.

In a hard-hitting titah (royal speech)
broadcast to the nation by radio and
television on 1 Muharam 1422 Hijrah
of the Islamic calendar corresponding
to 25 March 2001, His Majesty Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam spoke of
bold attempt by certain irresponsible
elements to ruin the harmony of soci-

ety — that of the Muslim community in
particular, despite knowing this was
contradictory to the laws and constitu-
tion of the country.

“I wish to remind that there will be
no compromise or leniency with any el-
ement, be it from within, more so from
outside the country, who commit activi-
ties contradictory to the laws and con-
stitution of the country”, His Majesty
warned.

His Majesty said that as a sover-
eign Islamic nation, Brunei Darussalam
must constantly be prepared. Accord-
ingly, His Majesty revealed, the gov-
ernment has moved to modify a number
of laws to meet the requirements of Is-

lamic teachings. The Islamic Religious
Council, with the cooperation of other
relevant authorities including the At-
torney-General’s Chamber, has com-
pleted several new laws which are al-
ready gazetted.

“It is hoped that enforcements of
these laws will enhance the progress of
the nation and exhalt Islam and will lead
to wellbeing and prosperity”, His Maj-
esty further said.

His Majesty underscored the impor-
tance of unity and spirit of brotherhood
as possessed by the people of Ansar
and Muhajirin (followers of Prophet
Muhammad when the Prophet left

* Continued on page 2

His Majesty The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam presents the
tokoh bakti Hijrah award
(Hijrah meritorious award)
to Yang Amat Mulia
Pengiran Setia Jaya
Pengiran Haji Abdul Momin
bin Pengiran Haji Osman,
one of three recipients of the
award for his contribution to
the development of Islam in
the sultanate.
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 15 April 2001. If there
are events relating to our country
you would like featured in this
newsletter please call us on Tel:
02-383400/ext.BDN Division or
better still, send us a report with
a picture, if possible. All editorial
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Mecca for Medina). Their unity and
brotherhood never shattered or with-
ered away even in the face of tests and
tribulations, said His Majesty.

The basis was a single belief in Al-
lah The Almighty who created a glori-
ous bond of kinship amongst the Mus-
lim community, so much so that their
strength was incomparable, the ruler
pointed.

“This is the kind of unity and broth-
erhood we desire and the Muslim world
is in urgent need of such attributes to
enable them repair the damages which
have long occurred as a result of their
fragmenting and quarrelling amongst
themselves”, His Majesty lamented.

'YL E X R BB
TXEX AR
X *

& -

Y R R
rBBBBDRAN
A
Taa8ssa
B N N}
W
o y
TR X 2 8 B

A

]

His Majesty expressed the hope that
the forging of unity and brotherhood
would be the main agenda of Muslims
in the Hijrah new year.

Other agendas can ensue, His Maj-
esty said, but without unity and spirit
of brotherhood they will only be in vain,

The ruler went on to say, “As Mus-
lims we must strengthen and uphold our
faith because Allah The Almighty will
look after those who are steadfast and
undivided in their belief of Islam”.

But those who abandon Islam will
be fragile and unstable, he added.

The ruler said that by having basic
education and strong spirit of brother-
hood, Muslims will not commit religious
subversions, but remain steadfast in
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Awang Haji Juned bin Penyurat Pali, above, receiving his Hijrah meritorious award from
His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam during the Islamic
new year of Hijrah celebration held at the Jame' Asr’ Hassanail Bolkiah mosque, above,
while below shows the State Mufti, Dato Ustaz Haji Awang Abdul Aziz bin Juned reads the
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[slam and forever protect it.

The celebration marking
the new year Hijrah took
place at the Jame’ ‘Asr
Hassanil Bolkiah mosque
the next day at Kiulap just
outside the capital, Bandar
Seri Begawan, and was high-
lighted with the presenta-
tion of awards by the ruler
to three people who had

contributed much to the
development of Islam in the
country over the years.

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam along with, right to left facing
the camera, Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah, Prince Haji Sufri
Bolkiah, Prince ‘Abdul Malik and Prince ‘Abdul Mateen having an informal conversation with the
three recipients of the tokoh Hijrah award.

E-government: a priority for ASEAN Civil Service

cknowledgement on the irrevers

ible phenomena of the digital revo-
lution brought about by information
and communication technology (ICT)
was underscored by ASEAN member
states. A seminar on managing elec-
tronic government in ASEAN civil serv-
ice, in accordance with the remit of the
ASEAN Conference on Civil Service
Matters (ACCSM) held on March 27
indicated the member states’ collective
determination. In his welcoming speech,
the permanent secretary at the Prime
Minister’s Office, Dato Paduka Haji
Hazair bin Haji Abdullah said that
globalisation, e-commerce, knowledge-
based economies and other ICT related
concepts are increasingly becoming
forces of change.

ASEAN leaders, he reasoned, have
recognised the importance of ICT and
the need to move urgently to get
ASEAN region wired up and logged on
to a rapid global info-communication
system. “The well being of our citizens
rests increasingly on our region’s abil-
ity to harness the information and com-
munication technology in the course of
our economic, political and social
lives,” said Dato Haji Hazair.

Encouraged by potentials spurred
by progress in ICT, the permanent sec-
retary urged governments to organise
major review of the “ways-of-doing-
things” and how the public sector can
harness info-communication technolo-
gies to reach global markets and deliver

services effectively by engaging in the
e-government programme. Anticipating
attainable benefits that promise
efficiencies, Dato Haji Hazair cited ad-
vantages the likes of horizontal integra-
tion across agencies, faster distribution
of public information; and faster trans-
actions such as renewing a license, com-
pleting an application for a permit, pay-
ing water and electricity bills.

“The e-government programme 1S no
longer about improving but a bona fide
transformation on governance and serv-
ices. It is intended to bring about a new
environment and create a new relation-
ship to establish the best of govern-
ance and services that previously were
not there,” emphasised Dato Haji Hazair.

The incorporation of technological
component into service delivery meth-
ods will involve upgrading of govern-
ance qualities of the civil service that
affect people and process, said Dato
Haji Hazair.

In response to the fait accompli char-
acteristic of the entire business of dig-
ital revolution, the permanent secretary
cautioned his audience on the grounds
of regionalism: “ASEAN must be aware
that the sweep of information revolu-
tion poses challenges and even threats.
We cannot be complacent because
there is no turning back.”

The permanent secretary said that
upgrading and extending government
service portal into interactive services
and government procurement will im-

prove productivity; transparency and
cost efficiency in government services
and enhances business opportunity. A
paperless operation, Dato Haji Hazair
argues, enables government business
conducted easily in both domestic and
international markets.

Recalling the ASEAN Cooperation
in ICT as stipulated by the 1998 Hanoi
Plan of Action (HPA) that called for the
establishment of the ASEAN Informa-
tion Infrastructure (AIl), Dato Haji
Hazair said that its accompanying rec-
ommendations resulted in the formation
of an e-ASEAN Framework Agreement.

In tandem with Brunei Darussalam’s
economic diversification attempt that
stresses multifaceted approach that in-
clude the development of home grown
small-and-medium-enterprises (SMEs),
Dato Haji Hazair’s articulation projected
a direct bearing on the country’s eco-
nomic progress: “Business stands to
gain the most from dependable and eas-
ily accessible government service. By
introducing e-procurement for example,
government can draw their suppliers on
line and consequently stimulate the lo-
cal electronic commerce environment
for the suppliers. This spin off effect
will become a powerful incentive or
stimulus for SMEs to invest confidently
in the new technology.”

Also in response to ASEAN’s
raison d’etre of solidarity of member
states, the permanent secretary re-
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