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A colourful parade by contingents of about 10,000 people underway at the Taman Haji Sir Omar Ali Saifuddien in the Brunei Darussalam
capital of Bandar Seri Begawan to mark the country’s 17" National Day on 23 February. His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam (inset) returned the salute as the contingents marched past the royal dais.

® he government of His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
’c he m e to f’g ht of Brunei Darussalam is making a concerted effort to rid the
country of unemployment, and is inviting the private sector to

participate in the effort.

u n In a move to contain unemployment, especially amongst de-
em p oym en gree and diploma graduates who make up a substantial proportion

of the country’s jobless, a scheme is being put in place with a view

to reducing unemployment, eventually working toward its eradi-

underway soon -
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 15 March 2001. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-383400/ext.BND
Division or better still, send us
a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

\reserved. /

Congratulatory messages in conjunction
with 17 National Day

is Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal

Bolkiah Mu 'izzaddin W addaulah,
The Sultanand Y ang Di-P ertuan of Bru-
nei Darussalam has consented to receive
congratulatory messages from foreign
heads of states and governments in con-
junction with Brunei Darussalam s 17*
National Day on 23 February.

Among those who sent messages to
His Majesty were His Majesty Sultan
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah ibni Al-
Marhum Sultan Hisamuddin Alam Shah
Al-Haj, The Y ang Di-Pertuan Agung of
Malaysia; His Majesty King Bhumibul
Adulyadej of Thailand; His Majesty King
Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia; His
Majesty King Abdullah Il Ben Al-Hussein
of Jordan; His Majesty King Mohammed
V1 of Morocco; Her Majesty Queen
Koningin Beatrix Wilhelmina Armgrad
of Netherlands; His Majesty King Juan
Carlos l of Spain; His Majesty King Harald
V of Norway; His Majesty King Carl XVI
Gustaf of Sweden; His Majesty Hamad
bin Essa Al-Khalifa, the Emir of Bahrain;
and His Majesty Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, the Emir of Qatar.

Also sending their messages were Their
Excellencies President K. H.
Abdurrahman W ahid of Indonesia, Presi-
dent S. R. Nathan of the Republic of Sin-
gapore, Senior General Than Swee, the
Chairman of the Council of P eace and
Development Association of Myanmar,
President T ran Duc Luong of the Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam, President
Khamtay Siphandone of the P eople’s
Democratic Republic of Lao, President
Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, President Muhammad
Rafiz Tarar of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, President Bashar Al-Assad of
the Arab Republic of Syria, President
Abdelaziz Bouteflik a of the P eople’s
Democratic Republic of Algeria and Presi-
dent Ahmet Needet Sezer of the Repub-
lic of Turkey.

His Majesty The SultanandY ang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam also re -
cewed congratulatory messages from Their
Excellencies President George W . Bush of
the United States of America, President
Jiang Zemin of the P eople’s Republic of
China, President Kim Dae-Jung of the
Republic of Korea, President Johannes
Rau of the Federated Republic of Ger-

many, President Thomas Klestll of the Fed-
erated Republic of Austria, President
Mary Mc Aleese of Ireland, President
Ference Madl of the Republic of Hun-
gary, President Jacques Chirac of France,
President Colonel (Rtd) Dr. Al-Haji
Yahya A.].J. Jammeh of the Republic of
Gambia and President K.R. Narayanan
of India.

Their Excellencies President
Shahabuddin Ahmed of the P eople’s Re -
public of Bangladesh, President Vicente
Fox Quesada of the United Mexican
States, President Glafcos Ckerides of the
Republic of Cyprus, President Stjepan
Mesic of the Republic of Croatia, Presi-
dent V alentin P aniagua of the Republic
of Peru, President F idel Castro R uz of
the Republic of Cuba, Colonel
Muammar Al- Gadafi, Leader of the
Great Al-Fateh Revolution of Libya; Presi-
dent Vladimir V . Putin of the R ussian
Federation, President Antonia
Mascarenhas Monteiro of the Republic
of Cape Verde and The Right Honour -
able Dato Seri Dr. Mahathir bin
Mohammad, the Prime Minister of Ma-
laysia also sent congratulatory messages.

Other foreign heads of state and gov-
emment who conveyed congratulatory
messages to His Majesty The Sultan and
Yang Di-P ertuan of Brunei Darussalam
on the occasion of the 17 ™ National Day
were Their Excellencies Mr. Goh Chok
Tong, the Prime Minister of the Republic
of Singapore; Mr . Phan Van Khai, the
Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic
of Viet Nam; Mr. Sisavath
Keobounphanh, the Prime Minister of the
People’s Democratic Republic of Lao; Mr
Yoshiro Mori, the Prime Minister of Ja-
pan; The Right Honourable Mr . Tony
Blair, the Prime Minister of Britain; Her
Excellency Sheikh Hasina W ajed, the
Prime Minister of the P eople’s Republic
of Bangladesh.

Congratulatory messages were also
received from Their Excellencies Mr.
Bulent Eceuit, the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Turkey; Mr. Gian Franco
Terenzi and Mr. Enzo Colombini, Head
of Government of the Republic of San
Marino; General P ervez Musharraf , the
Chief Executive of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan and Mr. Koft A. Annan, Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations.
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Brunei
envoys
to Asia
and
Middle
East

runei Darussalam has new
representatives in the Un-
ion of Myanmar, the People’s
Republic of China, Jordan and

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam consented to present cre-
dentials to the four newly-appointed
envoys. The ceremony which was car-
ried off in a stately and noble manner
took place at the official residence of
His Majesty, Istana Nurul Iman on 21
February.

His Majesty also consented to
grant an audience to the envoys at
[stana Nurul Iman. Among those present
at the audience was the Deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Yang Dimuliakan
Pehin Orang Kaya Setia Raja Dato
Paduka Awang Haji AlL.

The newly-appointed ambassadors
of Brunei Darussalam to the Union of
Myanmar, the People’s Republic of

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam, centre, poses with
the four envoys on new tours of duty. They are from left to right, Their Excellencies Dato
Paduka Awang Haji Abdul Saman, new ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Pehin Dato Colonel
(Rtd) Awang Haji Hussein, ambassador to Myanmar, Pengiran Dato Paduka Haji Asmalee
to the People’s Republic of China and Pehin Dato Major-General (Rtd) Awang Haji
Hussein who is going to Jordan.

China, Jordan and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia are His Excellency Pehin Datu
Pekerma Bijaya Colonel (Retired) Dato
Paduka Haji Hussin bin Haji Sulaiman,
His Excellency Pengiran Dato Paduka
Haji Asmalee bin Pengiran Ahmad, His
Excellency Pehin Datu Harimau Padang
Major General (Retired) Dato Paduka
Seri Haji Hussin bin Ahmad, and His
Excellency Dato Paduka Awang Haji
Abdul Saman bin Kahar respectively.
His Excellency Pehin Datu Pekerma
Bijaya Colonel (Retired) Dato Paduka
Haji Hussin, 60, the new Ambassador
to the Union of Myanmar was previ-

ously High Commissioner to the Repub-
lic of Singapore. His Excellency
Pengiran Dato Paduka Haji Asmalee bin
Pengiran Ahmad, 60, the new Ambas-
sador to the People’s Republic of China
previously held the ambassador post
at Myanmar. Meanwhile, His Excellency
Pehin Datu Harimau Padang Major Gen-
eral (Retired) Dato Paduka Seri Haji
Hussin bin Ahmad, 57, the new Ambas-
sador to Jordan was High Commissioner
to Australia and His Excellency Dato
Paduka Awang Haji Abdul Saman bin
Kahar, the new Ambassador to the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia was Ambassador
to Jordan.

Diplomatic relations between Brunei Darussalam and the following countries:

UNION OF MYANMAR | PEOPLE'S REFUBLIC JORDAN SAUDI ARABIA
- established on - established on 30 - established on 18 February - Brunei opened its mission in
21 September 1993. September 1991, 1985. Riyadh in November 1987
- Both Brunei and Myanmar - Brunei's embassy in Beijing | - Brunei set up its embassy at and its Consulate General in
set up their respective was opened in 4 October Chargé d’ affaires level in Jeddah in October 1989.
embassies in 1997. 1993 while China's embassy Amman on 18 march 1996. - Saudi Arabia set up its
- According to 1996 statistics, in Brunei was opened in 8 - In 1998, Brunei import about embassy at Chargé d affaires
Brunei's imports from Myanmar| December 1993, B$ 764,797 worth of goods level in Brunei in 1995.
was about B$770,000 - - 1997 statistics shows that (chemical) from Jordan. There | - Brunei receives special
consisting of crude materials total trading amounted to are no exports from Brunei to arrangement from Saudi
and food products. Brunei’s B$78 m. Jordan. Arabia for her haj pilgrimage
export to Myanmar was -Brunei signed its first Sale of | - Universiti Brunei Darussalam | quota. According to the
B$20,000 - mainly machinery | Oil Agreementwith Chinaon | and Yarmouk University of Organisation of Islamic
and transport equipment. 17 November 2000 to supply | Jordansigned a ‘Memorandum | Countries (OIC), the quota
10,000 barrels of crude oil per | ofUnderstandinginthe Fieldof | works in the ratio of 1 million of
day. Education’in 1997. Currently population to one thousand haj
there are 29 Brunei students pilgrimage.
studying in Jordan.

Information courtesy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. More details are available from their website: www.mfa.gov.bn
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