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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam with Brunei and WHO officials at the inauguration of the 52" session of the
World Health Organisation Regional Committee for the Western Pacific.

w k I:‘ spite of the advancements made in the medical field, there still lies ahead
or ajor challenges in finding cures for some diseases.
Amongst the most alarming of the diseases for which cures have yet to be
t th found are HIV-AIDS and Ebola. At the same time, diseases which had been
oge er brought under control previously, such as malaria and TB, are re-emerging.

Outlining these disturbing facts, His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
t o c omb at Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
underpinned the need for countries to work together in combating the diseases as
well as self-inflicted health phenomena, such as the effects of smoking and con-

dis eas e s sequences of environmental and industrial pollution.
’ The Brunei monarch was inaugurating the fifty second session of the World
Health Organisation (WHO) Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, which

achieve Brunei Darussalam hosted from 10 to 14 September.
The scenerio, however, is not all one of gloom. On a brighter and more
optimistic note, His Majesty was happy to note that Brunei Darussalam, along

health f with other countries in the Western Pacific region were last year certified by
or WHO as free of polio.

Brunei Darussalam itself has been declared malaria-free since 1987, and
au through its aggressive and expanded programme of immunization, has kept at
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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam meeting senior delegates
from WHO member countries as well as NGO's representatives shortly after he officially opened
the 52" session of WHO regional committee for the Western Pacific.
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low level major vaccine-preventable
child-hood diseases (tetanus, whooping
cough, diptheria, amongst others).
His Majesty said that in a little more
than a hundred years the advance of
medicine and health care has trans-
formed human life in quality and ex-
pectations. “For over half a century
now, this work has been inspired by the
World Health Organisation. It has truly
made remarkable progress and con-
fronted the great scourges of human
history and, in many cases, it has re-
moved them from every continent.
“We are grateful to the WHO for
the guidance they have given us in our
efforts to keep up with changes in medi-
cal and health care. With improve-
ments in health standards in the coun-
try, our people are now enjoying over-

all good health”, the ruler added.

His Majesty said HIV-AIDS and
Ebola are potentially devastating to the
people and societies as any ancient
plague, and the situation is com-
pounded by the rising co-infection with
TB amongst HIV-AIDS sufferers.
There is also the increasing problem
of multi-drug resistance to TB in some
countries.

The ruler commended WHO for the
scope of its agenda at the fifty second
session in addressing these and many
new pandemics, sometimes self-in-
flicted health phenomena ranging from
the effects of smoking on individuals
to the medical and social consequences
of environmental and industrial pol-
lution.

Brunei Darussalam, His Majesty
assured, will be paying very careful at-
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His Majesty talking to the WHO regional director for the Westen Pacific Dr. Shigeru Omi, while
the WHO Director General, Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland and Brunei's acting health minister,
Pehin Dato Haji Awang Abdul Aziz look on.
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tention to WHO’s recommendations.

“Among the many items for discussions, we
will be especially interested in the results of your
Ministerial Roundtable on mental health”, he
told the gathering at the opening ceremony, held
at the Brunei International Convention Centre.

His Majesty disclosed that his government,
through the Ministry of Health, has imple-
mented a 10-year National Health Care Plan
beginning in the year 2000 up to 2010. Ac-
cording to His Majesty, this has identified pri-
ority health issues, and set policy directions and
strategic goals in providing excellence in
health-care.

More than 150 delegates representing both
government and non-governmental agencies
from 37 countries and health ministers from
round the West Pacific region attended the meet-

B rune.
Darussalam’s
acting health
minister, Pehin
Dato Haji Awang
Abdul Aziz
chairing the
meeting.

His Majesty converses with the Director General of the World Health Organisation,
Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland during an audience at Istana Nurul Iman.

ing, conducted over the five days at the Empire Hotel and Country
Club in Jerudong, about 20 kilometers from the capital, Bandar Ser
Begawan.

Monarch presents
letter of appointment to
Brunei diplomat
and receives credentials
of foreign envoys

i1s Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam on 13 September
at Istana Nurul Iman, consented to present a letter
of appointment to a Sultanate’s new high commis-
sioner and receive credentials of foreign envoys to
the country.
His Majesty presented a letter of appointment to
His Excellency Dato Paduka Awang Haji Abd. Aziz
bin Muhammad, Brunei Darussalam’s new high

Brunei Darussalam’s new high commissioner in Ottawa, His Excellency Dato commissioner to Canada. His Exs:ellency was pre-
Haji Abd. Aziz bin Muhammad receives his letter of appointment from His Majesty ~ viously ambassador to the Republic of Korea.

The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.
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