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X W ASEAN SUMMIT . )
runei Darussalam played host to the im

portant seventh summit of leaders of the
Association of South East Asian Nations,
ASEAN, and the ASEAN Plus Three Summit
(with leaders of ASEAN’s Northeast Asia dia-
logue partners comprising the People’s Repub-
lic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea)
for two days, beginning November 5.
The summit took place at the international
Convention Centre in Berakas just outside the
Brunei Darussalam capital, Bandar Seri
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Begawan where the leaders discussed a number
of regional and international issues relating to the
economy, politics and social subjects in Asia and
the world.

The two-day summit, chaired by His Majesty
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam, takes place a year after Bru-
nei Darussalam had successfully hosted the APEC
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7th ASEAN Summit

5th - 6th November 2001
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam, host and chairman of
the Seventh ASEAN Summit, giving a press conference at which he spoke of the need for ASEAN to improve its credibility and respond to
various challenges decisively.
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YOUR TURN
The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 30 November 2001.
If there are events relating to
our country you would like
featured in this newsletter
please call us on Tel: 02-
383400/ext.BDN Division or
better still, send us a report with
a picture, if possible. All

editorial rights reserved. j
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2000 Summit in Bandar Seri Begawan,
which was attended by many more
world leaders and the biggest interna-
tional event the Sultanate had ever or-
ganised and hosted to date.

The Seventh ASEAN Summit has
come in the wake of the September 11
terror attacks on U.S. cities and the on-
going military campaign in Afghani-
stan as well as the gloomy and diffi-
cult global economic situation, and the
ASEAN leaders were resolved to ad-
dress immediate concerns to South East
Asia vis a vis economic recession and
terrorism.

The ASEAN leaders also discussed
a wide range of topics such as respond-
ing to longer-term challenges, accel-
erating regional integration and bridg-
ing the development gap at this first
Working Summit, following the re-
moval of the distinction between for-
mal and informal summits in favour
of less ceremonial gatherings.

Other issues on the table were talks
to move beyond the free-trade commit-
ments and other areas of commerce and
investments.

New priorities were decided in a
mid-term review, at this summit, of the
Hanoi Plan of Action — a six-year
roadmap adopted in 1998 which out-
lines a vision for ASEAN,

On health, the summit dealt with
AIDS in the region and re-assessed the
various programmes and campaigns
against the disease. The leaders
adopted a declaration on HIV/AIDS
and affirmed their support for a re-
gional HIV/AIDS four-year (2002 —
2005) Action Plan to combat the spread
of the disease — a job that has been
tasked to the ASEAN Task Force on
AIDS.

After the Seventh ASEAN Summit,
the ASEAN leaders held the ASEAN
Plus Three Summit with the leaders of
the People’s Republic of China, His
Excellency Prime Minister Zhu Rongji,
Japan, His Excellency Prime Minister
Koizumi Junichiro and Republic of
Korea, His Excellency President Kim

Dae Jung together.

The South East Asian leaders also
held separate ASEAN Plus One meet-
ings with each of the three leaders on
the theme Enhancing ASEAN Coop-

eration with China, Japan and Repub-

lic of Korea.
Informal relations between

ASEAN and China first began in 199]
and such relations were formalized in
1994, with ASEAN according a full
dialogue status to China two years
later. ASEAN and China have also
established a forum on political and
security issues.

South Korea whose President Kim
Dae-Jung was in Bandar Seri Begawan
about a year ago for the APEC Sum-
mit, is a full dialogue partner and it
has held five dialogues with ASEAN
— the most recent being in the Philip-
pines in March this year.

Japan has also moved closer not
only in the economic sphere of trade
and investment but also in an even
broader arena, ranging from political
and security issues to cultural exchange
and cooperation as well as addressing
global environmental challenges.

Japan is a major contributor to de-
velopment cooperation activities in
ASEAN and has contributed substan-
tially to the ASEAN Cultural Fund,
provided technical assistance to
ASEAN through programmes such as
the Japan-ASEAN Cooperation Pro-
motion Programme, the Japan-
ASEAN General Exchange Fund and
the Japan-ASEAN Exchange Pro-
gramme.

Founded in 1967, ASEAN now
groups 10 South East Asian nations —
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indo-
nesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, The
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam.

ASEAN leaders at the seventh
summit were Cambodia’s Prime Min-
ister, His Excellency Samdech Hun
Sen; Indonesian President, Her Excel-
lency Megawati Soekarnoputri; Lao
People’s Democratic Republic Prime
Minister, His Excellency Bounyang
Virachith; Malaysian Prime Minister,
the Hon. Dato’ Seri Dr. Mahathir
Mohammad, the Chairman of the State
Peace and Development Council of the
Union of Myanmar, His Excellency
Senior General Than Shwe; President
of the Philippines, Her Excellency
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo; Singapore
Prime Minister, His Excellency Goh
Chok Tong; Thai Premier His Excel-

legcy Pol. Lt. €Col. Thaksin
Shinaswatra; Vietnemese Prime Min-
* Continued on page 3
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ister, His Excellency Phan Van Khai and His
Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam -
host and chairman of the summit.

Officials worked hard for months in
preparation of the summit.

Even His Majesty The Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam person-
ally saw it fit to consent to supervise the
venue weeks in advance of the summit to
check for himself the state of preparedness
and standards.

Security measures had been put in place
at the venue and beyond long before the sum-
mit dates, with security officials taking no
chances to ensure an incident-free summit.

Meetings after meetings were held
among top officials and their staff in prepa-
rations for the summit.

For the 600 journalists and photogra-
phers from various newspapers, wire agen-
cies and television stations around the world
who were covering the summit, their needs
had been taken care of by the Media and
Publicity Committee.

On November 2 and 3, ASEAN direc-
tors-general and senior officials held talks
in Bandar Seri Begawan to further finalise
preparations for their respective leaders.

Over the past year, Brunei has played an
active role in regional diplomacy with His
Majesty hosting the Eighth Meeting of
APEC Economic Leaders in November last

year.
In May this year, His Majesty and His
Excellency President Jiang Zemin jointly
hosted APEC’s high-level Meeting on Hu-
man Capacity Building in Beijing.
Brunei Darussalam succeeded Vietnam
as Chair of ASEAN in July 2001.

His Majesty The
Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam
greeting His
Excellency Premier
Zhu Rongji of the
People’s Republic
of China, top right,
and His Excellency
President Kim Dae
Jung of the
Republic of Korea,
centre right, on their
arrival at the
International
Convention Centre
for the ASEAN Plus
Three Summit
which also brings
Japan, which
together make up
ASEAN'’s North
East Asia dialogue
partners.

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam with His Excellency Goh Chok Tong, the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Singapore, left, and
Her Excellency Megawati Soekarmoputr, the President
of the Republic Indonesia, above.
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