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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam speaks to the nation urging the people to remain
united.

is Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has underscored that mutual understand-
ing and unity amongst the people are the cornerstone for
the maintenance of peace and harmony.
Lack of these, said the ruler, will only result in distur-
bances and calamity.
Besides, understanding and unity are two of the at-
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tributes demanded most by Islam, stressed His Majesty Sul-
tan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sul-
tan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam while speak-
ing to the nation over radio and television on 6 March in
conjunction with Hari Raya ‘Idil Adha (Feast of the sacrifice)
also known as Hari Raya Korban.

Understanding and unity, therefore, should be fostered

and never be neglected.

“It 1s clear that the world today is
poor in understanding and unity and
this has resulted in upheavals in vari-
ous places. It is as though there is no
more hope for such disturbances to
end,” His Majesty lamented, while
pointing that “we are now witnessing
sufferings at various degrees brought
about by such upheavals”.

“In short”, added the ruler, “there is
no disturbance that does not afflict suf-
fering”.

His Majesty further pointed that les-
sons can be learned from what we are
now witnessing to prevent ourselves

A typical scene of Muslims gathering in their hundreds at mosques throughout the country
for the Hari Raya Korban prayer.

* Continued on page 2
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 31 March 2001. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-383400/ext.BDN
Division or better still, send us
a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

kreserved. /

* From page one
( Hari Raya ‘Idil Adha )

from upheavals by possessing the will
and determination to keep them at bay.
And this 1s by way of not turning our
backs to Islam and abiding by the laws
and regulations of the country.

His Majesty went on to say that up-
heavals can also be taken to mean slan-
ders, and slanders can bring about up-
heavals especially when it involves
Muslims.

“Muslims are renowned for their re-
ligious steadfastness and will not com-
promise let alone change their beliefs,”
His Majesty said.

Hence the reason why when once

in a while a Muslim abandons Islam the
community will become clamourous.

“This outrage is justified because
for a Muslim to abandon Islam is an ex-
tremely serious and extraordinary hap-
pening, and accordingly brings heavy
consequences by Islamic laws as well
as common laws.”

His Majesty stressed such happen-
ing must not be taken lightly because it
involves faith and belief which ulti-
mately decides one’s destiny on earth,
but more so, in life hereinafter.

The ruler reminded all Muslims in
the country to always hold firmly to
their beliefs and not to be swayed by
elements which may attempt to deviate
them.

A religious official conducting the sacrificial slaughter of an animal (above), whose meat

is later distributed to the needy.
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Brunei Darussalam, Oman
to upgrade cooperation

‘

[

runei Darussalam and the Sultan

ate of Oman have expressed satis-
faction on the warm relations between
both countries and would continue to
make efforts in enhancing cooperation
in various fields for mutual interest.

Both countries expressed the satis-
faction at the end of the seventh Con-
sultative Meeting between Brunei
Darussalam and the Sultanate of Oman
held this year in Bandar Seri Begawan.

The meeting held on 14 March at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, empha-
sised on the need to upgrade coopera-
tion in matters such as culture, educa-
tion, trade and tourism, and exchanged
views on regional and international is-
sues. Both countries also discussed
issues on bilateral cooperation.

Brunei Darussalam was led in the
meeting by Her Royal Highness Prin-
cess Hajjah Masna, Ambassador-at-
Large at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
while the Sultanate of Oman was led by
the Secretary-General of its Foreign
Ministry, His Highness Sayyid Haitham
bin Tariq Al-Said.

While in Brunei Darussalam, His
Highness Sayyid Haitham was granted
an audience by His Royal Highness
Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, the Deputy
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His Royal Highness Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, Brunei’s Deputy Sultan in conversation
with the Secretary General of Oman'’s Foreign Ministry, His Highness Sayid Haitham who
was at the head of the Omani delegation at an annual consultative meeting between the

two Sultanates.

Sultan, at the Balai Penghadapan, Bukit
Kayangan.

During the audience, His Highness
conveyed a message from His Majesty
King Qaboos to His Majesty The Sul-
tan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam.

His Highness and delegation was
also entertained at a dinner hosted in
his honour by Her Royal Highness Prin-
cess Hajjah Masna, who welcomed His
Highness and delegation on arrival at

* continued on page 5

A session of the Brunei Darussalam-Oman consultative meeting in progress. Leading the Brunei delegation was Her Royal Highness
Princess Hajjah Masna, Ambassador-at-Large at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, seated centre, left coloumn.
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