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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam presenting the challenge trophy to Mudim Haji Metassim bin Haji Metussin
and Hajjah Siti Noor Dzuhairah binti Haji Awang Damit who were the respective winner of the men and women’s categories of the annual National

Koran Reading competition on 3 July.

Proficiency in Jawi writing key to
the holy Al-Quran

runei Muslims have been urged

to master skills in Jawi writing
as this is the key to being able to read
and fully appreciate the holy Al-
Qur’an (Koran).

Making the call, His Majesty Sul-
tan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam also urged his Muslim
subjects to instill love for the holy book
and proving it so by absorbing and
practising its teachings.

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang

Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam was
speaking on 3 July at the close of the
annual National Koran Reading Com-
petition held for two consecutive nights
at the International Convention Cen-
tre at Berakas near the Brunei capital,
Bandar Seri Begawan.

“I have tirelessly reminded the im-
portance of the Al-Qur’an and for
Muslims at all levels in the country to
be able to read and understand it”, said
the ruler.

The Jawi writing is very closely
interrelated with the Al-Qur’an, His

Majesty pointed, because Jawi writing
is derived from Arabic alphabets and
Arabic is the language of the Al-
Qur’an.

“It is therefore important for those
who wish to master reading of the Al-
Qur’an properly to also have a com-
mand of the Jawi writing, and reading
it in any other way such as in
Romanised letters would not guaran-
tee proper and accurate reading”.

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 31July 2001. If there
are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-383400/ext.BDN
Division or better still, send us
a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

reserved.
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Brunei Darussalam’s ambassador designate to the Russian Federation, His Excellency Dato
Paduka Mahadi bin Haji Wasli receives his letter of appointment from His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei

Darussalam while the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Pehin Dato Awang Haji Ali Daud looks
on.

Brunei ruler presents a letter of
appointment and receives
credentials of foreign envoys

is Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal

Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam on 10
July at Istana Nurul Iman, consented
to present a letter of appointment to a
Brunei diplomat and receive the cre-
dentials of two foreign envoys.

His Majesty first presented a letter
of appointment to Brunei
Darussalam’s new ambassador to the
Russian Federation, His Excellency
Dato Paduka Mahadi bin Haji Wasli.
His Excellency, aged 49, was previ-
ously the sultanate’s ambassador to the
Federated Republic of Germany and
while at the same time served as non-
resident ambassador to the Russian
Federation and Swiss Confederation.

His Excellency joined the diplo-
matic service in September 1982 and
was appointed acting Deputy Director
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in

1986. He was also the Deputy Secre-
tary-General at the ASEAN Secretariat
from 1994 to 1996.

His Majesty later consented to re-
ceive the credentials of the ambassa-
dor of the People’s Republic of Lao to
Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency
Bounthong Vongslay, and the ambas-
sador of the Federated Republic of Ger-
many, His Excellency Adalbert
Rittmuller.

His Excellency Bounthong
Vongslay, aged 54, was previously the
Director General of the Department of
Law and Agreement of the Foreign
Ministry in Vientiane from 1993
1996, and the Director General of the
Department of Counselor at the For-
eign Ministry of the People’s Republic
of Lao.

Meanwhile, His Excellency
Adalbert Rittmuller, 61 years old, was
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( credentials )
previously his country’s ambassador
to Gabon. His Excellency has also
served the German Embassies in
Conakry, Jakarta, Vientiane and Ma-
nila.

His Majesty also consented to
grant separate audiences to the new
envoys.

The Lao People’s Republic’'s new
ambassador to Brunei Darussalam, His
Excellency Bounthong Vongsaly and the
new ambassador of the Federated
Republic of Germany,His Excellency
Adalbert Rittmuller, above and left
respectively, presented their credentials
to His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam upon their
taking offices in Bandar Seri Begawan.

ASEAN’S
PLAN FOR
SUSTAINABLE
ENERGY
SUPPLY

Energy issues ranks high on ASEAN’s priority list. It is one of the stipulated
prerequisites for ASEAN’s on-going economic integration process, in addi-
tion to enabling member states to ride out the economic crises that began in
1997. The conclusion of the 19" ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting (AMEM)
held in Brunei on July 5 resulted in member states’ determination to secure
reliable energy supply through the construction of inter-connecting energy in-
frastructure in phases, private-public partnership, and environment-friendly col-
laborative strategies. The meeting was also supported suggestions for the devel-
opment, application, and commercialisation of new and renewable energy that
bear non-polluting attributes.

All comply with ASEAN’s “blueprint” for economic integration: the Hanoi
Plan of Action’s (HPA) Energy Action Agenda and the ASEAN Plan of Action
for Energy Cooperation 1999-2004 that included pledges to establish inter-con-
necting arrangement in the field of energy and utilities for electricity, natural gas
and water within ASEAN through the ASEAN Power Grid and a Trans-ASEAN
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