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Knowledge -
key to growth
of economy

nowledge and education are to become the priorities in order to achieve

he desired development and progress for Brunei Darussalam, as well as
in the continued efforts toward economic recovery - the nation’s main agenda
for the growth and development of its economy.

The focus is critical in this era of globalisation, where skilled and intelli-
gent people have become important assets for a country’s growth and devel-
opment. Hence the emphasis on human resource rather than natural resources.
In particular, those in the field of technology and information technology are
highly regarded.

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam un-
derscored the goal in his televised speech to the nation which ushered in the
2001 New year in Brunei Darussalam. The speech made from Istana Nurul
Iman was broadcast live on the eve of the new year.

The emphasis on information and technology is in line with the vision of
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) which aims to bridge the
technology divide in the region. In the Leaders’ Declaration, it reads, “We
commit to develop and implement a policy framework which will enable the
people of urban, provincial and rural communities in every economy to have
individual or community-based access to information and services offered via
the internet by 2010.”

“This is the reality the process of globalisation is imparting on every country
and that no countries can avoid,” says His Majesty, “and the youths — the
mass population in the country need to realize their role in the future devel-
opment of the country.” It is estimated that youths — under the age of 25,
comprise of nearly half of the country’s population of just over 300, 000.

In addition to worldly knowledge, His Majesty also emphasized on the
importance of having strong religious values, good virtue, honesty, and loy-
alty which are essential to achieving a sustainable development and progress
for the country. Such characteristics when duly displayed by every individual
will also be manifested at every level of the community and country.

To that, His Majesty says, “Members of the civil services as well as those
in the service sector need to aim for high quality work ethics through excel-
lent and trusted service. Likewise those in the private sector whose participa-
tion and contribution as well as enhanced productivity are equally essential
in the development and progress of the country.”
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His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang
di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam, in a televised
address ushering in the New Year 2001,
underscored the importance of knowledge and
education for nation building.

Speaking on achievements for the Year
2000, His Majesty says, “The experience
as host to the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) Summit allows Brunei
Darussalam to play its role as well as to
perform its duties and contributions as a
member of the regional and global com-
munity.” “The successful event,” adds His
Majesty, “was attributed to the solid sup-
port and cooperation from all the people
in the country.”

His Majesty expressed his appreciation
and thanks to all the people involved both
in the public and private sector for their
contributions. His Majesty also congratu-
lated all members of the APEC commit-
tees and volunteers as well as school chil-
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 31 January 2001.
If there are events relating to
our country you would like
featured in this newsletter
please call us on Tel: 02-
383400 or better still, send
us a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

reserved.

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM WELCOMES

NEW YEAR BY LAUNCHING
VISIT BRUNEI YEAR 2001

he evening drizzle did not fade

public enthusiasm, probably in re-
sponse to the media publicity that per-
sisted throughout the year 2000. An
eight-day ASEAN-level forum was de-
liberately organised in tandem with it
from January 9-16. Just to underline
the host’s capability in running big
events the likes of APEC conference
that took place two months before, the
evening’s itinerary produced a combi-
nation of glamour and glitter: the pres-
ence of royalty and ASEAN dignitar-
ies to grace the event followed by cul-
tural song and dance by performers
from the ten ASEAN member states.
Plus computer generated audio-visual
display about ASEAN bearing the
theme Under the ASEAN sky and the
promise of a twenty-minute firework
display that served as the show’s finale.
And witnesses there were. With male
dancers carrying props in the form of
umbrellas and ceremonial heraldry
banners traditionally used in martial
arts contests and female performers be-
decked out in flamboyant sequined cos-
tumes, displaying beads where beads
were never seen before. It was a stage
set for a star.

Bearing the catchphrase Brunei-A
kingdom of unexpected treasures, the
official launching of the Visit Brunei
Year 2001 ceremony on January 13 by
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, the
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam at the Jerudong Amuse-

ment Park Amphitheatre represented
one of the country’s tangible manifes-
tations of economic diversification at-
tempts. The launching coincided with
the formal public introduction - hith-
erto a secret - of the Visit ASEAN 2002
campaign’s marketing logo that resem-
bled a stylized, blue- and green-col-
oured gently slanting fan of ten blades
representing unity of the ten ASEAN
member states in addition to reflect-
ing the inhabitants’ grace and gentil-
ity.

On arrival at the Jerudong Amuse-
ment Park Amphitheatre the royal en-
tourage comprising of His Majesty the
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam, His Royal Highness
Prince ‘Abdul Malik and His Royal
Highness Prince ‘Abdul Mateen were
received by the Minister of Industry
and Primary Resources, Pehin Dato
Haji Abdul Rahman Taib.

Also witnessing the official launch-
ing of the Visit Brunei Year 2001 that
evening were tourism ministers of the
ASEAN member states of Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Viet Nam.

As host country of the Visit Brunei
Year 2001 that anticipates one million
visitors, Brunei Darussalam has pre-
pared an assortment of tourism-orien-
tated events for the whole year such as
the international Islamic expo, inter-
national kite flying festival, golf cham-
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dren for their commitment and contri-
butions.

Apart from the APEC Summit, last
year’s calendar saw Brunei Darussalam
taking part in several other regional
and international meetings including
the United Nations Millennium Sum-
mit in New York, the Asia-Europe
Meeting in the Republic of Korea and
the 4th Informal ASEAN Summit in
Singapore.

This year, Brunei Darussalam is

equally busy if not more as it prepares
to host the 7th ASEAN Summit in Oc-
tober. The year 2001 has also been de-
clared as “Visit Brunei Year 2001’ and
many activities have been lined up
throughout the year for the targeted one
million tourists. ‘Visit Brunei Year
2001” is among the other efforts of the
Brunei government in its plan to di-
versify the country’s economy, and to
be less dependant on oil - currently the
largest revenue earner. Specifically,
Brunei Darussalam offers eco-tourism,
which is appropriate with its abundant
lush green pristine forests.
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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam presenting letters of appointment to Brunei Darussalam’s ambassador-
designate to the Republic of Indonesia, His Excellency Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji Mohd. Amin, and to the Permanent Representative to the
united Nations in New York, His Excellency Awang Serbini, above left and above right respectively.

His Majesty appoints new Brunei diplomats and
receives credential of Australia’s new envoy

hree Brunei Darussalam’s ambas

sadors taking up new postings
have received their letters of appoint-
ment from His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam, at
Istana Nurul Iman on 10 January.

His Majesty first presented the let-
ter of appointment to Brunei
Darussalam’s Ambassador to the Re-
public of Indonesia, His Excellency
Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji Mohd.
Amin bin Pehin Dato Pekerma Dewa
Dato Paduka Haji Abdul Rahim. His
Excellency, who is aged 56 years, was
previously the country’s ambassador to

the Republic of Iran.

His Majesty also presented letters
of appointment to the Permanent Rep-
resentative of Brunei Darussalam to the
United Nations in New York, His Ex-
cellency Awang Serbini bin Haji Ali,
and the Sultanate’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Nations in Ge-
neva, His Excellency Awang Haji
Mohd. Hamid bin Haji Mohd. Jaafar.

Prior to his appointment as a dip-
lomat, His Excellency Awang Haji
Serbini, 45, was the Executive Direc-
tor of the Secretariat of Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC), while
His Excellency Awang Haji Mohd.
Hamid, 40, was formerly the Director

of Brunei Darussalam National Secre-
tariat for APEC at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs.

The same day His Majesty con-
sented to receive the credential of
Australia’s new High Commissioner to
Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency
Mr. Allaster Edward Cox.

His Majesty granted the new envoys
separate audiences. Present at the cer-
emony were His Majesty’s Special Ad-
viser at the Prime Minister’s Office,
Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya
Laila Setia Bakti Diraja Dato Laila
Utama Haji Awang Isa, who is also the
Home Affairs Minister.

Above left: Brunei Darussalam’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, His Excellency Awang Haji Mohd.
Hamid receiving his letter of appointment from His Majesty, and above right, the new Australian High Commissioner to Brunei Darussalam, His
Excellency Mr. Allaster Edward Cox presents his credential to the ruler.
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