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Brunei - Switzerland relations
to be further enhanced

H[i.; Majesty Sultan Haji
assanal  Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of  Brunei
Darussalam has expressed
the hope that bilateral rela-
tions between Brunei
Darussalam and Switzerland
could be further enhanced in
the future.

His Majesty voiced this
during an audience he
granted to the visiting Fed-
eral Councillor and the Min-
ister for Economic Affairs of
Switzerland, His Excellency
Mr. Pascal Couchepin at
Istana Nurul Iman on 10 Feb-
ruary.

His Majesty also wel-
comed His Excellency, who
made a two-day working
visit to the country. During
the audience, the minister ex-
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Further strengthening of relations between Brunei Darussalam and Switzerland was discussed when
His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam granted an audience to the Swiss
Federal Councillor and Economic Minister, above. The minister’s wife, Mrs Brigitte Couchepin was
granted audiences by Her Majesty Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajjah Saleha at Istana Nurul Iman,
below left, and by Her Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah Mariam at Istana Nurul Izzah, below
right.

tended an invitation for His Majesty to  nei Darussalam who is based in Singapore and
visit Switzerland. five other senior officials.
The minister’s delegation included His Excellency Mr. Pascal Couchepin was

the ambassador of Switzerland to Bru- * Continued on page 2
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is published fortnightly by the
Department of Information. It
reports on government, social
and business events in the
country. All money values are
expressed in Brunei dollars $,
unless otherwise stated. Any
information in this newsletter
may be reproduced; a clipping
of the publication would be

appreciated. For free
subscription (excluding
postage) write to the

Distribution Division, The
Department of Information,
Old Airport, Berakas BB 3510,
Brunei Darussalam.
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 28 February 2001.
If there are events relating to
our country you would like
featured in this newsletter
please call us on Tel:02-
383400/ ext.BDN Division or
better still, send us a report
with a picture, if possible. All

editorial rights reserved.
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* From page one

( Swiss minister )

also granted an audience by His Royal
Highness Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, during
which they discussed bilateral matters,
as well as economic and financial issues.
The audience took place the same day,
at Balai Penghadapan, Bukit Kayangan.

Meanwhile, Her Majesty Raja Isteri
Pengiran Anak Hajjah Saleha and Her
Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah
Mariam granted audiences separately
to wife of the Federal Councillor and
Minister for Economic Affairs of Swit-
zerland, Mrs. Brigitte Couchepin, at
Istana Nurul Iman in Bandar Seri
Begawan and Istana Nurul Izzah in
Jerudong respectively. She was accom-
panied by the wife of the Ambassador
of Switzerland to the Sultanate, Mrs.
Carole De Quay Lorentan.

While in the country, His Excel-
lency Mr. Pascal Couchepin held a dis-
cussion on matters of cooperation in
trade, investment, tourism, financial

and banking between  Brunei
Darussalam and Switzerland, with the
Minister of Industry and Primary Re-
sources, Yang Berhormat Pehin Dato
Haji Awang Abdul Rahman.

The minister said, the visit of His
Excellency and his delegation is a cata-
lyst towards the enhancement of un-
derstanding, particularly in generating
cooperation in expertise and technical
in business, investment and other fields
of interest.

The ministers also discussed issues
on trade and investment in the Asia-
Europe region and internationally. The
meeting was also attended by the Per-
manent Secretary of the Ministry of In-
dustry and Primary Resources, Awang
Haji Abdul Rahman and several senior
officials of both sides.

His Excellency and delegation also
took the opportunity to visit places of
interest in the country, which included
the Jame Asr’ Hassanil Bolkiah mosque
in Kiulap, the Royal Regalia Building
and the ‘Kampong Ayer’ or Water Vil-

lage.

Brunei Darussalam’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, His Royal Highness Prince Mohamed
Bolkiah and Switzerland’s Federal Councillor and Economic Minister in discussion during
their meeting at Balai Penghadapan, Bukit Kayangan in the Brunei capital, Bandar Seri

Begawan, above.

Below: The visiting Swiss Economic Minister and Brunei’s Minister of

Industry and Primary Resources led their respective delegation in a meeting, at which
cooperation in various areas between the two countries were discussed, including trade,

investment, tourism and banking.
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PETROLEUM
CONCESSIONS
OPEN FOR
BIDDING

runei Darussalam’s capital-intensive oil and gas

industry is about to be opened to more industry
participants. According to a publication of the Petro-
leum Unit of the Prime Minister’s Office, the govern-
ment has announced the first round of bidding for
open exploration acreage located onshore and off-
shore within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of
Brunei.

The publication added that the open acreage con-
sists of two offshore blocks called Deepwater Brunei
Block J and Block K, and one onshore block called
Block L. Ten thousand square kilometres of offshore
and about 2,500 square kilometres of onshore territo-
rial areas were declared open for bidding to interna-
tional oil companies on January 29. One of the promi-
nent stipulations included in the caveat is that inter-
ested companies may bid for one or more of the open
blocks either singly or in a consortium.

Present at the official launching ceremony of the
new petroleum exploration areas was His Royal High-
ness Crown Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah. In his
opening remarks, His Royal Highness said that the
opening of new areas through open bidding illustrated

* Continued on page 4

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah speaking
at the launching of the new petroleum exploration areas while the
Minister of Industry and Primary Resources, who is also BOGA'’s
Chairman, Pehin Dato Awang Haji Abdul Rahman looks on, top picture.
Above: HRH The Crown Prince signing the visitor's book. Left and
below: HRH The Crown Prince being briefed by officials as he toured
an exhibition on the petroleum industry.
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