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His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam being greeted by village residents on his arrival at
Kampong Sungai Teraban in Belait district.

Brunei Sultan continues visit
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_ His Majesty The Sultan and Yang
Dl-P.ertuan of Brunei Darussalam has
continued his series of visits to villages
an.mulfims in the country. On 12
a&m&s Majesty visited Mukim Labi
pige ipong Sungai Teraban, both in

elait district.
4 Rlil:) Majesty was greeted on arrival

: ofﬁpflyoh ant}ry School, where
ort cial welcoming ceremony was

‘;k:y the District Officer, Dato
Awang Haji Abd. Ghani and

’

to villages

Permanent Secretaries of Home Affairs
Ministry and Education Ministry, as
well as senior government officials.
His Majesty was then briefed on the
development of Kampong Labi 1 and
11 by the village heads, Awang Haji
Bolhassan bin Kalimang and Awang
Abdullah bin Haji Idris respectively,
before the ruler mingled with the resi-

dents and toured an exhibition on

handicrafts produced by the local com-
munity.
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His Majesty also visited the 200-
hectare Hua Ho Agricultural Farm - an
area for the cultivation of various fruits
and vegetables, and a farm for poultry,
cattle and goats rearing. To date, the
farm has 20 permanent and 30 part-
time workers, most of whom are locals.

Mukim Labi has a population of
1,543 people comprised of Malays,
Chinese and Ibans. Most of the resi-
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 30 April 2001. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-383400/ext.BDN
Division or better still, send us
a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

Qserved. )

Accolade for volunteers
during World
Meteorological Day

runei Darussalam’s meteorologi

cal service of the civil aviation
department is grateful to volunteers
who have contributed data enabling
weather forecasters to sustain the well
being of agriculture, and air and mari-
time safety. In his speech on March 24
to commemorate World Meteorologi-
cal Day, the Minister of Communica-
tions, Pehin Dato Haji Zakaria said that
such activity contributes to the national
meteorological knowledge on climate
and weather change. Data, he said, are
also needed for research in the study
of human influence on climate and
natural process that affect the atmos-
phere, land and ocean.

“In some countries, volunteers
comprise of organisations and indi-
viduals that have interest on meteoro-
logical and hydrological phenomena,”
said Pehin Dato Haji Zakaria. The min-
ister commended volunteers’ patience
and perseverance in pursuing their in-
terest in weather phenomena. With a
sense of responsibility, volunteers play
an important role in helping to prepare
in advance for natural disasters such
as El Nino and La Nina devastations.

In Brunei Darussalam’s context,
Pehin Dato Haji Zakaria said, volun-
teers comprise of government agencies
and institutions of higher learning. The
minister recalled that by the end of last
year 80 committees were established
boasting membership comprising of
government agencies from various
ministries for the coordination of
weather data collection the likes of
rainfall and air temperature. “The me-
teorological service of the civil avia-
tion department has collected data from
volunteers that consequently enrich our
understanding of Brunei’s climate,”
said the minister.

The minister also explained that
experience gained from interactions
with global meteorological network
and activities organised domestically
has enabled the meteorological serv-
ice to foster interest among the gen-
eral public to become volunteers. The
meteorological service, said Pehin Dato
Haji Zakaria, also helps schools in or-

ganising meteorological activities so as
to raise interest among students on
meteorology as an extra curricular ac-
tivity in the anticipation that one day
some of them will hold an entrenched
interest on environmental studies such
as meteorology either as a hobby or a
profession.

“The civil aviation department of
the ministry of communications always
welcomes contributions from volun-
teers. Weather, climate and water are
natural elements that influence the way
we maintain the environment and up-
grade our socio-economic activities.
Our country is located in a region that
is prone to natural disasters that result
in the loss of lives and material dam-
ages. The devastations of El Nino and
La Nina plus the drought afflicting our
country a few years ago are witness to
these. Skilful planning and determina-
tion in confronting these environmen-
tal catastrophe have minimised the im-
pact,” explained the minister.

Ideally a more effective natural dis-
aster management demands a compre-
hensive meteorological service plus
attendant human resources equipped
with sophisticated state-of-the-art in-
struments. “The meteorological serv-
ice must constantly upgrade its com-
petence not only in terms of efficiency
but also in the employment of latest
technology,” said Pehin Dato Haji
Zakaria.

Advancement in communication
technology, satellites and information,
argued the minister, have brought
changes not only in areas of commu-
nication, commerce, entertainment,
education, and telemedicine but to me-
teorological service as well. In line
with progress in info-communication
technology, said the minister, the civil
aviation department has planned and
implemented an assortment of efforts
and projects such as fast data retrieval
by employing scientific info-commu-
nication technology and satellites
through the global telecommunication
system; upgrading the hurricane warn-
ing radar system project; the weather
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Brunei ruler
presents and
receives
credentials of
new envoys

His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, The
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam has pre-
sented letter of appointment to
a new Brunei Darussalam’s
diplomat and received the cre-
dentials of two in-coming for-
eign envoys. The ceremonies
took place at Istana Nurul
Iman in Bandar Seri Begawan
on 7 April.

His Majesty first presented
a letter of appointment to His
Excellency Awang Haji Adnan
bin Haji Zainal, Brunei
Darussalam’s new High Com-
missioner to the Republic of
Singapore.

Prior to this appointment,
His Excellency was the per-
sonal and confidential secre-
tary to His Royal Highness
Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, the
Minister of Foreign A ffairs.

His Majesty then received
the credentials of Malaysia’s
new High Commissioner to the
country, His Excellency Mr.
Salman bin Ahmad and the
High Commissioner of the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan,
His Excellency Mr. Badr-ud-
deen.

His Majesty later con-
sented to grant separate audi-
ences to the diplomats.

Brunei Darussalam’s new high commissioner to the Republic of Singapore, His
Excellency Awang Haji Adnan bin Haji Zainal receives his letter of appointment
from His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam, above,
while Malaysia's in-coming high commissioner, His Excellency Mr. Salman bin
Ahmad presents his credential to the ruler, below.

Left: His Majesty
The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam
receiving the
credential of the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan’s new high
commissioner to
Brunei Darussalam,
His Excellency Mr.
Badr-ud-deen.
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