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Ef fective communication strengthens




The dynamism of Brunei
Darussalam lingers

ts admission into the Associa-

tion of Southeast Asian Nations,
ASEAN, as a sixth member was
hailed by ASEAN leaders as a
‘“‘new star in the ASEAN con-
stellation.”

The historic occasion was on 7
January, 1984 - only seven days
after the country assumed its
status as a fully independent and
sovereign nation, proclaimed on 1
January.

Admission to the largest world
organisation, the United Nations
(UN) followed nine months later
in September 1984 as the world
body’s one hundred and fifty ninth
member and seven months
earlier, the new fully-independent
nation had already become a
member of yet another important
international body - the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference (OIC).

Such was the dynamism with
which Brunei Darussalam was
viewed by the outside world on its
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emergence as a fully-independent
and sovereign nation that they
readily accepted it into their fold.

Six years later, that dynamism
is still very much a Brunei identi-
ty, having an impact not only in
the conduct of domestic affairs
but when it comes to dealings in
international matters as well.

Following the proclamation of
independence, Brunei Darussa-
lam has observed its National
Day on 23 February each year.

February 23, 1990 is the
country’s Sixth National Day an-
niversary, with ‘‘Effective com-
munication strengthens unity’’
chosen as the theme of large-scale
celebrations under the auspices of
the Ministry of Communication.

The first six years of full in-
dependence for Brunei Darus-
salam have been eventful, with
rapid developments taking place
both within the country as well as
outside the country.
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1989...a special year ?

But if any year was to stand out

on its own for development
achievement, 1989 was certainly
one.

In the 14 month period since 1
January, 1989 up to the coming of
the Sixth National Day, the coun-
try has enjoyed many develop-
ment in all fields and witnessed
many changes.

The year 1989 was indeed one i
which the Government of His Ma-
jesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sulta
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izz
din Waddaulah, Sultan dan Y
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darus
continued to extend its arm
aspects of national deve
for the prospertity and
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Perspectives and planning reviewed
as platform for betterment

““Let us review and evaluate our
efforts and activities im-
plemented in 1988 and the
achievements made. We should
make a sincere and honest ap-
praisal of the causes underlying
decreased achievements or objec-
tives.

“All these should be set as an
example and incentive to improve
our efforts,”’ His Majesty told the
nation at the outset of 1989.

There in no denying that each
ministry and government depart-
ment did as His Majesty wished,
for a series of successes will bear
witness to the achievement of the
past year.

The dawning of 1989 began with
a cabinet reshuffle taking effect,
although the reshuffle was an-
nounced by the Brunei monarch
two months earlier.

The reshuffle, conceded His
Majesty, was necessary to

Top picture : Sophisticated telecommunications equipment pro-
vides Brunei Darussalam with excellent links with the rest of the
world. Above : Royal Brunei Airline flies to eleven cities with its
fleet of Boeing 737 and 757, providing good air services to both
tourists and businessmen. Right : Forestry produce is to be
developed as part of Brunei Darussalam’s economic diversifica-
tion.

smoothen the government ad-
ministration and also to intensify
the country’s development
especially in the field of industry
and to increase the production of
primary resources, in particular
forestry, agriculture and
fisheries.

To this end, a new Ministry of
Industry and Primary Resources
was created with Pehin Orang
Kaya Setia Pahlawan Dato Seri
Setia Haji Awang Abdul Rahman
becoming the first to hold the
portfolio. He was previously
Minister of Education.

Placed under the new ministry
are the Departmens of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries as
well as the Industrial Unit.

The Ministry of Industry and
Primary Resources is entrusted
to promote and encourage the
development of productive in-
dustrial activities, whereby it has
the task of coordinating the in-
dustrial development activities. It

is the focal point for all industrial
development.

With this clear mandate, the
ministry went about its task.

Intensive
drive towards
economic
diversification
commenced

One of the primary targets of
the ministry is to achieve
economic diversification so as to
steer Brunei Darussalam away

from its single-based economy of

oil and gas.

The programmes to diversify
the economy would start with the
promotion of small and medium
scale industrial projects.

In his address at the annual
ASEAN Economic Ministers
Meeting which Brunei
Darussalam hosted for the first
time last year, His Majesty the
Sultan said such programmes
“‘will provide opportunities for the
development of private enter-
prises. At the same time we
welcome the participation of
ASEAN entrepreneurs and
businessmen in this venture’’.

One of the most important
measures taken by the Industry

and Primary Resources Ministry
in its drive to encourage the set-
ting up of businesses and lure
foreign investors into the country
was the introduction of a ‘one-
stop-agency’.

In brief, the one-stop-agency
simplifies procedures of applica-
tion of foreign investors willing to
do business in Brunei
Darussalam.

By having the one-stop-agency,
there are only four stages in an
application to start an industry in
the country.

Firstly, approval of concept
-meaning the acceptability of the
type of industry.
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