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Next ten years full of challenges

Government will work

to meet expectations

of the people — HIVI.

he nineteen-nineties
— the decade approaching the
twenty-first century, is predicted
to be a decade of progress and im-
provement of life for the people of
many countries around the world.

And the ideological race which
had characterised international
relations during the previous
decade, is expected to change into
an economic race.

These views were expressed by
His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam in his titah (royal ad-
dress) telecast nationwide in con-
junction with the country’s sixth
National Day anniversary on Fri-
day, 23 February.

In Southeast Asia, security will
be more stable making it possible
for greater economic growth to
take place.

All these give hope to the people
of this region to enjoy improved
wellbeing.

Brunei Darussalam, said His
Majesty, shares the same interest
towards security.

“We are of the same view as our
partners in ASEAN that the
security of the region begins with
~ the tlmsltgmbemty of the countries
withi group. Thus, the nation-
buliding and progress which we
have undertaken for our benefit

aimed at preserving the national
stability. In this way, we are help-
ing to bring about the security and
stability of the region,”” His Ma-
jesty explained.

For Brunei Darussalam, said
His Majesty, I see the 1990’s as a
decade full of challenges towards
fulfilling the expectations of
i:_iftizens and the people for a better
ife”’.

His Majesty pointed out that the
goverment’s ability to plan and
implement new development pro-
grammes and at to maintain the
already-existing services in the
fields of medical and health, and
education as well as in other
social fields would depend on the
national income and the smooth-
running of the goverment ad-
ministration.

In face of this, appropriates
steps will be continued in conserv
ing government spendings and in
improving the quality of ad-
ministration.

I wish to emphasise that the
curbing of goverment expen-
ditures will not affect projects
which are of direct benefit to the
people. Budgets for such projects
will continue to be allocated,”’” His
Majesty assured.

The Brunei ruler has earlier
said that Brunei Darussalam was
celeberating its sixth National
Day on a firm footing with its peo-
ple enjoying peaceful existance.

All this, he said, was due to our
sincere efforts towards achieving
our goals and in upholding the in-
terests of our country.

“Our independence is clear to
the world. We are recognised by
all nations. We are capable to
shoulder our international respon-
sibility.”’

“And more importantly, we
have an effective goverment
which is able to conduct the coun-
try and protect and lead its people
towards wellbeing,”” His Majesty
further said.

With such capability, we can
continue to further develop
aspects of nationhood and in doing
so, we can identify our genuine
long-term interests, not just mere
aspirations or short-term desire.

His Majesty expressed his ap-
reciation for the support given
y the people to the goverment.

h’gll;e Sultan outlined the
challenges facing the country dur-
ing this decade. They include
meeting the needs of the people
and citizens in housing.

This, said the Brunei ruler,
covers the provisions of pleasant
enviroments. In addition to this
are facilities for communication,
recreation, mosques and schools
ztirs well as medical and health cen-

€es.

In this respect, the present
housing schemes will be widened
with the intention of speeding-up
completion of houses already
planned, and draw-up new pro-

mmes which can meet the
using needs within a reasonable
frame of time.

In the social fields which in-
volves youth, the challenges fac-
ing us will be to ensure that our

ouths have a strong commitment
Zowards the country.

“Steps taken in providing them
with formal education should be
followed up by other continuous
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programmes. We are well aware
of the role of youths in the future.”
His Majesty the Sultan said.

He added that as dynamic
young people, they have certain
expectation and hopes about the
future of the country.

“It is therefore vital that steps
be taken to coordinate such ex-
ctation and hopes for the
nefit of the country as a whole.”

In facing the era of in-
dependence, it is natural, too, for
the people to hope for improved

quality of wellbeing and for a
more assured future.

‘“The government on its part
will untiringly make every effort
to carry out its responsibility in
leading and conduct the nation
with greater care,” His Majesty
further assured.

Nonetheless, the people must
realise the problems faced by the
goverment.

It is important for us to face
these problems together and find
the solutions, said His Majesty.

The Brunei ruler said unity is
another important aspect in
achieving the goals of nation-
building.

“I am pleased that unity among
the people had helped the govern-
ment, in particular in its efforts to
preserve peace’’.

What we need now is a more
solid unity and to do this, we need
to give due attention to effective
co.r(xilmunication, His Majesty
said.

Sixth National Day anniversary
celebrated in colourful splendours

T'ney came in their thousands
to celebrate Brunei Darussa-
lam’s sixth year of independence.

The y and not-so-young
braved the t to revel in the
blazing sun to join in a colourful
National Day tribute at the
Hassanal Bolkiah National
Stadium, which was almost pack-
ed to capacity on Friday, 23
February.

Some 16,000 people from
various ministries, uniformed
organisations, schools and col-
leges as well as from the private
sector took part in a two-hour ex-
travaganza of colourful displags
watched from the royal stand by
His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
brothers.  His Royal - Highness

, His al Hi
Paduka Seri P n Perdana
Waqar Pengiran Muda Haji

agar Pengiran
Mohammed gotkiah, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri P

Bendahara Seri Maharaja Per-

ri Pengiran
Digadong Sahibul Mal Pengiran
Muda Haji Jefri Bolkiah, caEmet
ministers, cheterias, foreign
ts and a host of other

oo o e
homes via live telecast by
courtesy of Radio Televisyen

wmm auspices of
Ministry of Communication, the

celebration highlighted through
the various presentations and per-
formances the theme that ‘“‘Effec-
tive Communication Strengthens
Unity.”

The participants and spectators
began assembling in the stadium
at dawn for the celebration.

The arrival of His Majesty ac-
companied by his brothers was
followed shortly afterwards with
the reading of a pledge of loyalty
by the participants and spectators
while a segment of the par-
ticipants formed the pattern of the
words ‘“‘taat setia’ which means
“loyalty.”

From then onwards, the par-
ticipants thrilled the spectators
with a colourful display of pat-
terns symbolising among other
things, Brunei values of love and
loya to the country, religion
and monarch as well as symbolis-
ing the country’s goals in nation-

Among other displays, they
formed the patterns of a keris
(small dagger) dastar (Malay
traditional headwear) and a star
which together symbolise Brunei
Darussalam as a Malay Muslim
Monarchy and the pattern of a
computer and all its components
to symbolise Brunei Darussalam
as a progressive developing na-
tion.

The two-hour long displays
culminated in a grand finale
which saw thousands of multi-
coloured balloons being released
into the air accompanied by trails
of colourful smokes as cannons
roared a fwenty-one gun salute.

With the excitement and
euphoria of the sixth National Day
anniversary festival well behind,
the country now settles down for
the seventh year of independence
- driving hard to achieve its na-
tionbuilding goals.

World leaders convey
greetings to HM Sultan
on Brunei Darussalam’s

Sixth National Day

essages of congratulations
from world leaders have
poured in on the occasion of
Brunei Darussalam’s sixth Na-
tional Day.
His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei

Darussalam received messages
from Their Majesties and Ex-
cellencies the Yang Dipertuan
of Malaysia, Sultan Qaboos
Said of the Sultanate of Oman,

® continued on page 7
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