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"Courtesy begets courtesy”’

Nationwide courtes

Y campaign on

B

His Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Bendahara Seri Maharaja Permaisuara Pengiran Muda Haji Sufri Bolkiah launching a nationwide
courtesy campaign in Bandar Seri Begawan. Behind HRH is the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport, Yang Berhormat Pehin Jawatan Luar
Pekerma Raja Dato Seri Paduka Haji Awang Hussein. Below: The logo of the campaign which has the theme of ‘Orang berbudi kita berbahasa’
(Courtesy begets courtesy).

Anationwide courtesy cam-
paign is currently in full sw-
ing in Brunei Darussalam. It was
launched by one of His Majesty
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam’s brothers,
His Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Bendahara Seri
Maharaja Permaisuara Pengiran
Muda Haji Sufri Bolkiah in a col-
ourful ceremony held at the
Taman Haji Sir Muda Omar Ali
Saifuddien in the capital, Bandar
Seri Begawan on 13 May.

Courtesy in the Brunei context
means adhering to praiseworthy
practices from the point of view of
Islam and the community and to
possess good mannerisms and

characters while always being
respectful. Courtesy also calls for
high discipline and for one to be
considerate to others, sincere and
trustworthy. One should also
behave in accordance with the
traditions and customs.

In his address at the ceremony,
His Royal Highness Prince Muda
Haji Sufri Bolkiah said that the
honourable nature or qualities
possessed by the Brunei people
has projected the good image of
the country and its people to the
world and also helped to bring
about a solid and united society.
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“Our way of life as well as our
cultural values which are based
on the Malay Muslim Monarchy
has enabled us to preserve
ourselves firmly from the
negative outside elements trying
to seep into our own cultures and
traditions,” HRH told the gather-
ing.

Of the campaign, His Royal
hopetfa that it would fur-
ther help towards creating a
highly disciplined society - one
which respects the law, possess-
ing the creative and product:ve
ability needed for further pro-
gress and development of the
country.

He said a firm, highly disciplin-
ed, united as well as sincere and
efficient society is needed to face
the ever-increasing challenges of
life so that we can achieve what
we have set out to achieve.

More than five thousand
schoolchildren and members of
the public and various organisa-
tions took part in numerous
presentations depicting many
aspects of the Brunei courtesy
based on Islam, customs, cultures
and Brunei hospltahty

And from the grandstands and
perimeters of the park, thousands

more watched the proceedings.

Addressing the gathering, the
Minister of Culture, Youth and
Sports Yang Berhormat Pehin
Jawatan Luar Pekerma Raja
Dato Seri Paduka Haji Awang
Hussain, whose Ministry was en-
trusted with organising the cam-
paign, laid out some of the objec-
tives of the campaign.

Namely, these are to nurse and
preserve the hospitable and
courteous way of life of the Brunei
people; to guide people to giving
polite and courteous service with
respect and proper manners
regardless of whether one is in the
Government or private sectors

and to bring about or create an ef-
ficient, effective, sincere and
trustworthy administration.

Other goals of the campaign in-
clude improving aspects of com-
munication between Government
officials and the public and pro-
ject further the image of the coun-

try.

The campaign, which has the
theme of ‘Orang Berbudi Kita
Berbahasa (Courtesy Begets
Courtesy), is timely in view of the
fact that Brunei Darussalam is
currently in the midst of intensify-
ing efforts to promote industries
and tourism which among other
measures, call for foreign in-
vestors setting up businesses in
Brunei Darussalam.

Courtesy would help to
strengthen the country’s image as
being receptive and conducive to
foreign investments.

The Minister said in order to
achieve the campaign’s aims,
four bodies have been established
especially designed to organise
numerous activities related to
courtesy at various levels in-
cluding district and departmen-
tal.

Pehin Dato Haji Awang Hussain
further told the gathering that no
time limit has been set to the cam-
paign and added that after a cer-
tain period, for instance of six
months, its success would be
assessed or reviewed.

“New approaches would be con-
sidered arising from the results of
the assessment,”” he elaborated.

The campaign is targeted at all
levels of the community.

Pehin Dato Haji Awang Hussain
reminded those present that as a
developing nation, Brunei
Darussalam has not escaped from
all sorts of outside influences
brought either by the mass media
or through social mix.

“As an open society, Brunej
Darussalam must have its own
fortress to counter those elements
which try to obsorb themselves in-
to our own culture”’.

“The time has come for us to
support the Malay Muslim
Monarchy concept by way of
developing further our culture,
And this is not merely through
dances, songs and music alone,
but by way of embracing the
philosophy, values and the norms
of life of the Brunei Malay race,”
he stressed.

The Minister urged all levels of
the community to respond to the
objectives of the campaign and
demonstrate courtesy at all
times.

Pehin Dato Haji Hussain fur-
ther emphasised the need to instil
courteous qualities from a young
age starting in the homes.

In this respect, he reminded the
roles of parents, heads of Govern-
ment departments, village and
community leaders in showing
good examples.
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