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HM the
Sultan
calls for

all efforts

to be

doubled
for

challenges

of the
future

T’le next decade and the twenty
first century will be full of
challenges and turbulence. It is
therefore vital to see that efforts
are doubled to further strengthen
the people’s will and resolution, in
order to ensure the smooth and
orderly implementation of the
economic, social and ad-
ministrative infrastructures of
the country.

This is also necessary to ensure
peace and prosperity as well as to
make sure that the interest of the
people are well looked after.
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Delivering his New Year message for 1990, His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam.

Brunei Darussalam hopes to have
Bruneians as judges by 1997

Tle Minister of Law, Yang
Amat Mulia Pengiran Laila
Kanun Diraja Pengiran Haji
Bahrin has expressed the hope
that by 1997, Hongkong judges in
the Supreme Court will be replac-
ed by Bruneians. This will be con-
sistent with the Government’s
long-term policy of having Brunei
citizens holding important
judicial positions, as with other

relevant legal appointments.

Speaking on January 15 in his
capacity as Attorney-General at
the opening of the Legal Year
1990, Pengiran Haji Bahrin said
he hoped a sufficient number of
qualified Bruneians will be
available to fill this need.
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The message was highlighted in
the 1990 New Year address by His
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mvu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam.

In his “titah” (Royal address),
His Majesty further added that
““Any kind of planning need to be
closely examined and studied to
meet not only the needs of 1990,
but also to equip ourselves for the
twenty-first century.

The year 1989, said His Majesty,
saw the region and the interna-
tional arena marked by various
political, social and economic
upheavais. ST

‘‘Brunei Darussalam has
{:layed its part in contributing
owards political and socio-
economic stability in the region.
These contributions are consis-
tent with the country’s position as
an indt?lendent and sovereign na-
tion with a responsibility of main-
taining regional peace and that of
the world, in general,” the Brunei
ruler said. -

“In this respect,” His Magesty
added ‘“‘we ought to learn from
these political developments in
order stre 1
mination to bring about united
and responsible citizens and to
enhance and saf d the coun-
try’s image as an independent and
sovereign nation.”

“With this awareness, we will
be able to double the efforts of the
Government as well as the private
sector, to promote the interest of
the country and the people, and to
be cautious of any element whose
intention is to destabilise the
peace, unity and good relations
among the citizens and the people
in this country, and between the
Government and the public.”

His Majesty expressed his ap-
preciation to his subjects and the
people of the country for the
achivements made last year in
the various development and
welfare activities. These efforts

en our deter-

ini ’ uli [ i iraja Pengiran Haji Bahrin
The Minister of Law, Yang Amat Mulia Pengiran Laila Kanun Diraja g j in,
who is also the Attorney-General, speaking on some of Brunei Darussalam’s future planning

on the judiciary.
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The Attorney-General also
stressed that while efforts were
made to ensure that Bruneians fill
important appointments in the
judiciary, caution must be taken
to ensure that “‘efficiency does not
suffer’’. In this respect, the
Minister said, the need for the ser-
vices of expatriates in certain

" fields would continue.

Currently, three pertinent posi- |

tions in the judiciary, namely the
Acting Chief Registrar, the Depu-
ty Chief Registrar and the Chief
Magistrate are held by Brunei-
ans. All relevant positions in the
Attorney General’s Department
are already held by Bruneians.

which were carried out by the
Government and the private sec-
tor, His Majesty said ‘‘are
primarily aimed to further pro-
mote peace and prosperity of the
country.”

His Majesty also recorded his

atitude for the close coopera-

ion and sutﬁport extended by the
e Government.

citizens to

The Minister also announced
that the Ministry of Law would be
conducting a study on the re-
quirements needed to establish in-
termediate courts. The proposal
to have intermediate courts came
from the Chief Justice who spoke
earlier at the opening of the legal
year. The minister said the
establishment of ~ intermediate
courts would provide significant
and useful training ground for
higher judicial appointments.

The Minister later explained
the need to encourage and protect
local legal firms. Permitting
foreign legal practitioners in
private practice is in line with the
policy of recognising the need for
the services of outside experts.
However, recent amendments to
the Legal Profession Act ensure
that a foreign lawyer should
possess the necessary expertise
which is not available in this coun-
try before he is allowed to prac-
tise on an ad hoc basis. This
amendment brings the law of the
country in line with that of
Malaysia and Singapore and
safeguard local firms.

The minister also mentioned
the pilot scheme on legal aid for
civil matters, administered by the
Ministry of Law. As the fund is
small, consequently, the Minister
said, it has been administered
rather strictly. The pilot scheme
is still being implemented and the
widening of its availabilty is being
studied.

As to the revised edition of the
laws, regarded as a very signifi-
cant milestone in the history of
legislation in Brunei Darussalam,
both principal and subsidiary, the
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Minister said he was pleased with
the standard as it ‘‘compares
favourably to similar systems in
other parts of the Common-
wealth”.

Pengiran Bahrin also said that
almost all of the more important
legislation which was omitted
from the revised edition (due to
time constraints or on grounds it
would be repealed and replaced
by new legislation) had now been
incorporated into the revised edi-
tion or had been repealed and
replaced. At the same time, the
Minister said ‘‘a number of pro-
posals are still being considered.”
The new High Court rules, the At-
torney General further stated,
had received the gracious ap-
proval of His Majesty the Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam.

The Minister in addition said
that steps were being taken to en-
sure that the delay between the
passing of legislation and its ap-
pearance in the pages of the revis-
ed edition, be reduced to as short
a time as ‘‘is practicable.”

Computerisation, the Minister
said could help solve the problem.
this would substantially assist
lawyers in having not only easy
access to updated legislation, but
also in doing away with time con-
suming legal research and assist
in the management of cases. Set-
ting a new objective to ensure that
the legal profession in particular
the Attorney General’s Chambers
and the judiciary would be able to
meet the new demands of the in-
formation technology, would be

Some of Brunei Darussalam’s own lawyers and magistrates

e

The Chief Justice, Dato Seri Paduka Sir Denys Roberts inspects a guard of honour mounted
by Police personnel in front of the High Court building in Bandar Seri Begawan.

appropriate as it would be in line
with His Majesty’s 1990 New Year
message. His Majesty had ex-
pressed the need for Bruneians to
equip themselves as the country
enters the next century.

Brunei Darussalam would also
continue to keep a close watch on

changes introduced in neighbour-
ing countries, for instance the
changes in drug legislation in par-
ticular the penalties for drug of-
fences. Where necessary, Brunei
Darussalam will adopt them so
that the country will not be out of
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