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Laws to be brought
in line with Islam

e laws in Brunei Darussalam are to be streamlined to bring them in line with the Islamic faith. Moves to
achieve this goal are now underway. This was announced by His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam in his address
to the nation in conjunction with Hijrah 1411, the new Islamic year, which corresponded with 23 July, 1990.
Among other things, the Brunei ruler said, ‘“‘A committee has been formed and is now functioning with the
assistance of an expert in that field.”” ““The objective is to review existing laws to determine their consistency
with Islamic teachings and to ensure their suitability with local conditions and requirements.”’Islam, His Ma-
jesty reaffirmed, assures the security for all, regardless of colour or race. Islam has also been successful in
providing a firm and strong foundation for Brunei Darussalam. The faith has also brought peace and prosperi-
ty to the country. Islam, His Majesty went on, as a faith, has proven to be excellent and just in providing a com-

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'iz-
zaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
spehaks of Brunei’s Law to being streamlined to conform more closely
with Islam.

plete way of life. It is therefore for this reason and
consistent with the position of Islam as the official
religion of this country, that the Committee has
been set up.

His Majesty expressed confidence that the efforts
towards the streamlining would not yield any pro-
blem or difficulty. The main intention, said His Ma-
jesty, is to gain the blessings of Allah. His Majesty
then urged everyone concerned to cooperate in
order to achieve the aim of the Committee.

Earlier in the address, His Majesty spoke at
length about the historical significance of Hijrah.
His Majesty hoped whatever development pro-
grammes designed towards achieving further pro-
gress for the country, would be continued. This
would be compatible with the concept of Hijrah,
that is higher attainment for the betterment of life.

His Majesty also explained how Hijrah provides a
worthy example in showing the beginning in the sur-
vival of the Islamic community, that is under the
leadership of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him). (The Prophet Muhammad is the last in the
line of prophets who perfected and completed the
message of Islam).

In line with the relevant lesson to be gained from
Hijrah, His Majesty said we would like to encourage
the celebration in a more coordinated manner with
the aim of inculcating love for Allah and the Pro-
phet, love for religion and king, among all levels of
the people.

“I believe a strong faith is an important factor in
the resilience of a community. A community with
an unflinching faith will be blessed by Allah. A com-
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@ from page 1
munity with faith will receive
help from Allah.”” His Majesty
went on to explain that such a
community would remain strong
though it may lack sophisticated
weapons.

“I hope all Muslims will con-
tinue to hold fast to their faith by
abiding Islamic teachings and
withholding from anti-social and
anti-religious activities such as
slandering among Muslims, un-

restrained form of entertainment,
alcoholism and the likes which
could weaken the defence and
resilience of the community and
the country.”

Hijrah is also beneficial in the
field of dakwah, that is the pro-
pagation of Islamic teachings.
Particularly so with the newly
converts, His Majesty said. It is
our responsibility to guide them in
whatever way, so that they too
understand the significance of

Hijrah and Islam better.

In this respect, a Basic
Guidance Scheme for the Con-
verts has been started and is now
actively promoted. The Scheme
comes under the Islamic Da'wah
Centre, Perhaps too for the
future, His Majesty added, it is
neccessary to have a suitable
Special Promotion Scheme to en-
sure a harmonious and brotherly
relationship.

His Excellency Mr. Makhdom Mohammad Amin Fahem in conversation with His Majesty the Sultan at the audience. Extreme left of the picture

is Pakistan's High Commissioner to Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency Mr. Saquib Mawaz Khan.
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Thailand's Armed Forces Supreme Commander, General Sundhara Kongsompong at the au-
dience with His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.

the Sultan

of senior Thai military officials.

The Thai military chief had an au-

dience with His Majesty the

Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of

- Brunei Darussalam at Istana

Nurul Iman amsrt from holding
la

Kongsom be a two-day
visit to Ban rsggnaeaawanon
25 July, accompanied by

alé-member delegation made up

Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces of
Thailand, General Sundhara

meetings with his counterparts in
Brunei lam,

Also ha an audinece at
Istana Nurul Iman with the
Brunei ruler - this time on 21 July,
was Pakistan's Minister of Com-
municatons, His Excellency Mr.
Makhdom Mohammad Amin
Fahem, who was in Bandar Seri
Begawan for three days.
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India’s outgoing High Commis-
sioner, His Excellency Mr.
Preet Mohan Singh Malik has had
an audience on 12 July with His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
(picture right). He has been his
country’s envoy to Brunei
Darussalam since December,
1986.

His Excellency also paid a
courtesy call on the Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Waqgar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah.

Meanwhile, the envoy’s wife,
Mrs. Aruna Malik had separate
audiences with Her Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Raja Isteri
Pengiran Anak Saleha, at Istana
Nurul Iman (picture bottom left)
and with Her Royal Highness
Pengiran Isteri Hajjah Mariam,
at Istana Nurul Izzah (picture bot-
tom right).

~Indian envoy
bids farewell

ilateral issues between

Brunei Darussalam and Bri-
tain as well as regional matters
came discussions recently
between Brunei ministers and
visiting British Minister of State
for Commonwealth and Foreign
Affairs, The Hon. Lord Brabazon
of Tara, Mr. Ivon Anthony Moore.

The Minister of State was in
Bandar Seri Begawan for part of a
. familiarization tour to this region.

He arrived on 18 June.
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Bgm Haji Hassanal
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Brunei
Dmin% call on His
Royal ghnéss aduka Seri

Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul
Himmah Wal-Wagar Pengiran
Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, the

British Minister in Brunei
Darussalam for discussions

Minister of Foreign Affairs, the
Honourable Lord Brabazon of
Tara discussed issues of interest
to both countries, including Cam-
bodia, the Indo-Chinese refugees
and other regional and bilateral
issues. They also stressed the ex-
isting warm relations between the
two countries. The Honourable
Lord Brabazon of Tara had also
paid a call on the Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Yang Mulia
Efm Paduka Haji Awang Mohd.

He aslo met the Communica-
tions Minister, Yang Berhormat
Dato Seri Laila Jasa Haji Awang
Zakaria. During the meeting, they

exchanged views on bilateral
matters on communication as
well as current issues. Also pre-
sent at this meeting were the Per-
manent Secretary of the Ministry,
Dato Paduka Haji Awang Ahmad,
the British High Commisssioner
to Brunei Darussalam, His Ex-
cellency Mr. Roger Westbrooke,
senior Ministry officials and of-
ficials in the Honourable Lord
Brabazon of Tara’s delegation.
With the Minister of Industry
and Primary Resources, Yang
Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya
Setia Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia
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