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His
Majesty
takes

look at

the RBAF's

second
battalion

is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
has had a close look at the Second
Battalion of the Royal Brunei
Armed Forces (RBAF) in Tutong
District, about 50 kilometres from
the capital, Bandar Seri
Begawan.

His Majesty was accom%amed
on the visit on August 22
youngest brother, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Digadong Sahibul Mal Pengiran
Muda Haji Jefri Bolkiah.

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam making suggestions during his visit to the
second battalion of the Roval Brunei Armed Forces. To His Maiestv's left is the Chief of Staff
Pehin Datu Indera Setia Major-General Dato Seri Paduka Haji Awang Sulaiman.

Upon arrival, His Majesty and
his brother were welcomed by
senior army officials led by the
Deputy Minister of Defence, Yang
Amat Mulia Pengiran Sang-
gamara Diraja Major-General
Pengiran Haji Ibnu and the
Chief of the RBAF Staff, Yang
Dimuliakan Pehin Indera Setia
Major-General Dato Seri Paduka
Haji Awang Sulaiman, who later
briefed His Majesty on various
aspects of the battalion including
the overall future plans of the

RBAF.

The Commanding Officer of the
second battalion, Lieutenant-
Colonel Haji Awang Abas bin Haji
Bagol also briefed the Brunei
ruler and he, among other things,
touched on the role of the bat-
talion.

His Majesty toured various sec-
tions and units of the battalion.

(More pictures of His Majesty
the Sultan’s visit to the Second
Battalion of the RBAF on page 11.

Third battalion by mid-1992

e strength of the Royal
Brunei Armed Forces
(RBAF) would be further boosted
with the formation of its third bat-
talion, expected by the middle of
1992.

This was revealed by the Chief
of the RBAF Staff, Yang
Dimuliakan Pehin Datu Indera
Setia Major-General Dato Seri
Paduka Haji Awang Sulaiman

bin Haji Damit when he briefed
His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam during His Majesty’s
visit to the second battalion of the
RBAF in Tutong district on
August 22.

At the briefing, the Chief of the
RBAF Staff also disclosed that apart

from the formation of a third bat-
talion of the RBAF, the navy and
air force will also be expanded by
1993.

In his briefing, Pehin Dato
Major-General Haji Awang
Sulaiman also spoke of the good
achievement and performance of
RBAF personnel after having at-
tended courses and training at
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military institutions overseas,
such as in the United Kingdom
and Australia.

He also said that the RBAF will
this year hold a series of joint ex-
ercises with other armed forces.
These will include the armed
forces of Malaysia and Singapore.

The RBAF, formed in 1960, cur-
rently has two battalions as well

as a navy and air force.

1992 will also see the RBAF
beefing up its strength with
fighter aircraft. Currently on
order from the U.K.firm - British
Aerospace (International) Ltd.,
are a fleet of — Hawk-100 light at-
tack aircraft, due to join the
RBAF by 1992.

Also being acquired by the
RBAF are three Corvette offshore

patrol boats equipped with
missiles from another British
firm, Vosper Thorneycraft.

From the Indonesian firm In-
dastri Pesawat Terbang Nusan-
tara (IPTN), the RBAF is pur-
chasing four CN-235 maritime
patrol aircraft, while four S-211 in-
termediate training aircraft are
being acquired from the Italian
company, Siai Mercetti.

Age-old bonds keep Brunei
and Malaysia together

August 31 saw the Malaysian
community in Brunei Darus-
salam celebrate their country’s
thirty-third National Day anniver-
sary. The Malaysian High Com-
missioner in Bandar Seri
Begawan, His Excellency Haji
Zainal Azman bin Haji Zainal
Abidin hosted a reception at the
Brunei International Convention
Centre in Berakas to mark the oc-
casion.

Attending the function for His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam’s
government was His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Wagar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah and his wife,
Yang Teramat Mulia Pengiran
Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Haj-
jah Zariah.

His Excellency the Malaysian
High Commissioner, in his § h
pledged that Malaysia would con-
tinue to strive towards strength-
ening the close ties with Brunei
Darussalam. The relations could
be further enhanced through the
exchange of visits, increasing per-
sonal ra;:-gort and understanding
between the leaders, officials and

peoples of the two countries as
well as through economic and
technical cooperation, he said.

His Excellency went on to say
that today Brunei Darussalam
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His Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal-Waqar Pengiran
Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, Brunei Darussalam’s Foreign Affairs Minister in conversation with the
Malaysian High Commissioner to Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency Haji Zainal Azman (extreme
left). On the right is Yang Teramat Mulia Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajjah Zariah

and Malaysia enjoy special rela-
tions. These special ties, he noted,
are through strong traditional and
cultural bonds which have been
established over centuries when
they once formed the bastion of
the Malay Kingdom.

Today, His Excellency added,
the two countries continue to
share the richness of this common
heritage, which have successfully
gone through a difficult period in
the past.

‘‘History has proven to us and
our future generation of the truth
in a Malay proverb ‘air dicincang
tak akan putus’ (blood is thicker
than water). Over the years both
Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia
have worked towards a commit-

ment to nurture and enrich
bilateral ties based on the princi-
ple of mutual respect for the com-
mon benefit of our peoples today’’
and for the generations to come.

Malaysia also values her rela-
tions with other ASEAN member
countries, His Excellency
remarked. As a regional group-
ing, ASEAN has established its
own built-in collective
mechanism for regional stability,
resilience and prospertiy while of-
fering concerted contribution
towards peace. These have been
firmly embedded in the ASEAN
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
and the concept of ZOPFAN)
(Zone of Peace, Freedom and
Neutrality) for Southeast Asia.

“In this context,” said His Ex-
cellency, ‘“We believe that only a
strong interlocking network of
bilateral links between members
could build a strong ASEAN
which could withstand internal
and external challenges. In this
family of nations,” His Excellen-
cy affirmed, “Malaysia will con-
tinue to respect her firm commit-
ment to ASEAN.”
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New RBAF’s Chief of Staff
issues stern warning to his men

New Chief of ff for the Royal Brunei Armed Forces

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan dan Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Brunei
Dgrussalarn granted audience at Istana Nurul Iman on 9 August to the outgoing Chief of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces Staff, Yang
Dimuliakan Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Dewa Major General Dato Seri Pahlawan Haji Awang Mohammad and his successor, Yang Dimuliakan Pehin

Datu Indera Setia Major General Dato Seri Paduka Haji Awang Sulaiman, extreme left of picture

Tle further enhancement of
discipline, competency and
administration of the Royal
Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF)
will be among the main areas on
which its new Chief of Staff will
keep his eyes on.

Yang Dimuliakan Pehin Datu
Indera Setia Major-General Dato
Seri Paduka Awang Haji
Sulaiman bin Haji Damit made
the pledge at a ceremony on 10
August, at which he took over the
portfolio as the Chief of the RBAF
Staff from Yang Dimuliakan
Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Dewa
Major-General Dato Seri
Pahlawan Haji Mohammad bin
Haji Daud, who has retired.

The new RBAF Chief of Staff
also expressed confidence that the
RBAF personnel would extend the
same cooperation to him as they
did his predecessor in playing an
effective and efficient role to
maintain peace and harmony in
the country.

In his speech, the 49 year-old
new Chief of Staff stressed on the
importance of discipline in the
forces. He said though the RBAF
does not face any major

R

Yang Dimuliakan Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Dewa Major General Dato Seri Pahlawan Haji
Mohammad (left) signs over duties as Chief of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces Staff to his
successor, Yang Dimuliakan Pehin Datu Indera Setia Major General Dato Seri Paduka Haji
Sulaiman. Major General Pehin Dato Haji Mohammad is retiring after 30 years with the RBAF

disciplinary problem, it has no
rooms for criminals or those who
lack discipline or self-respect.

Major-General Pehin Dato Haji
Sulaiman warned that such group
of people must be dismissed the
soonest possible.

Major-General Pehin Dato
Awang Haji Sulaiman further
urged those holding leadership
positions to give recognition and
show appreciation to their staff,
for a job well-done for instance

@ continued on page 4
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