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has expressed the need for the
provision of a financial system
based on Islamic principles such
as an Islamic bank in the country.

Addressing a meeting of Majlis
Ugama Islam Brunei Darussalam
(the Brunei Islamic Religious
Council) on September 25. His
Majesty said this is one of the
‘Fardu Kifayah’ in this instance it
is a religious obligation incum-
bent upon the community to set up
such a bank or financial system to
be run along Islamic lines so as to
benefit the public.

To date, His Majesty said, more
than 50 such banks have been
established in Islamic countries.
There should, therefore, be no ex-
ception for Brunei Darussalam.

Similarly with other Islamic in-
stitutions, such as the institute of
Baitulmal (Islamic Treasury).
His Majesty said it is pertinent
that the Baitulmal in Brunei
Darussalam be developed for the
benefit of Muslims and to ensure
that their future interests are
well-looked after.
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear during the first week of
December 1990. If there are
events relating to our country
you would like featured in this
newsletter please call us on
Tel : 02-225941 or better still,
send us a report with a picture,
if possible. Contributions for
our next issue should arrive by
November 20, 1990. All editori-
al rights reserved.
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His Majesty advised that where
a fardu kifayah needs to be im-
plemented but the country lacks
the expertise, then Brunei
Darussalam should take similar
steps taken by other countries
such as exchanging information
or undertaking some training.
And where their sevices are re-
quired, experts should be hired on
a temporary basis to enable im-
plementation of certain projects.

His Majesty stressed that the
Majlis Ugama Islam will continue
to function as adviser to His Ma-
jesty on Islamic matters. This is
in accordance with Chapter 38 of
the Majlis Ugama and Mahka-
mah-Mahkamah Kadzi Act (para-
graph 77 amendment for the year
1984).

His Majesty also mentioned
that problems related to religion
would not cease. In fact, these
have increased and have become
complicated to resolve. This is
particularly so in view of current
world developments, (political
and religious) His Majesty said.

The council administers the
Baitulmal, the ‘‘zakat” (tithe),
“fitrah” (alms) and ‘‘waqaf”
(donation in the form of land, pro-
perty, etc. given for a religious
purpose). The Majlis Ugama
Islam was set up in 1955, on the
command of the Al-Marhum
Sultan Haji Omar Ali Saifuddin
Saadul Khairi Waddin, the late
father of His Majesty.

It has 17 members headed by
the Religious Affairs Minister.
Members are appointed by His
Majesty on a two-year basis.

The Majlis Ugama Islam has
legal and judicial duties. Deciding
on religious legal rulings is one of
the responsiblities of the Legal
Committee. The Judicial Commit-
tee, on the other hand, considers
and provides views on matters
pertaining to the syariah laws,
among others.

On the administration of
religious affairs, His Majesty em-
phasised the importance in the
smooth running of religious ad-
ministration according to the
hukum syara or syariah laws. His
Majesty also stressed the need to
hold continuous discussions in
determining and managing reli-
gious policies in order to avoid
misinterpretation.

His Majesty also observed that
there are Ministries which are
less serious in implementing their
programmes. His Majesty at-
tributed these to leaders who are
passive, uncreative and lacking

the vision and foresight. These
leaders, His Majesty said, are
capable of doing only routine
work. His Majesty added they
lack the self-confidence and are
making assumptions based on
prejudices. His Majesty further
said these leaders are hesitant in
embarking on major plans, or in
putting forth new ideas of sugges-
tions for fear of being queried. His
Majesty pointed out such an at-
titude would not benefit anyone.

His Majesty in addition said
leaders should not dismiss views
and ideas coming from their
subordinates, for these could even
be better than those of the
leaders. Such an attitude of
discouraging views from subor-
dinates could stunt their creativi-
ty, thus, affecting their morale.
No matter how small their con-
tribution may be, the role of these
subordinates in the Government
services are significant, His Ma-
jesty said.

His Majesty further urged
members of the Majlis Ugama
Islam to discharge their duties,
accordingly. They should con-
tribute whatever views they have,
to the Council, and should not
represent the interests of any one
group alone. When constructive
decisions are taken in providing
the guidelines, they would then be
able to assist in making Islam a
complete way of life for the people
in the country, His Majesty con-
cluded.

Strategies for the

preservation of arts

wo strategies have been

outlined towards ensuring the
viability of local arts and han-
dicraft in Brunei Darussalam
with the ultimate aim of saving
them from extinction.

Speaking at the official opening
of a Cloth, Clay and Wood Exhibi-
tion organised by the British
Council recently, the Deputy
Minister of Culture, Youth and
Sports, Dato Paduka Haji Awang
Selamat bin Haji Munap said the
first would be to direct the market
to the rich who could afford the
high prices for the works of arts
and craft.

The second strategy is having
those works on a mass-produced
basis so they are within the reach
of the majority, he said.

These strategies, Dato Paduka
Haji Awang Selamat said, could
hopefully safeguard the tradi-
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Djibouti’s head of state sees HM the Sultan

n eight-member dele-

gation from the Republic of
Djibouti led by the country's
president, His Excellency Mr. El
Hadj Hassan Gouled Aptidon
made a two-day visit to Brunei
Darussalam starting September
6. During his stay in Bandar Seri
Begawan, the leader of the
African republic had an audience
with His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam at Istana Nurul Iman
(in picture). Situated in East
Africa, the Republic of Djibouti
has a population of about 450 thou-
sand people (1986); and a land
area of 23,200 square kilometres.
Like Brunei Darussalam, it is a
member of the Organisation of
Islamic Conference (OIC).

New German and Japanese envoys see HM the Sultan

His Excellency Mr. Yoshida Shicenobu, Japan's new ambassador to
Brunei Darussalam.

fl‘le Federal Republic of Ger-
many and Japan have new en-
voys in Bandar Seri Begawan.

The German diplomat, His Ex-
cellency Mr. Friedrich Krekeler,
41, and his Japanese counterpart,
His Excellency Mr. Yoshida
Shicenobu, 54, both presented
their credentials to His Majes
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam at
Istana Nurul Iman on September

HIS Excellency Mr. Yoshida,
graduated from Tokyo Universi-
ty, Faculty of Law in 1961. Prior to
his present appointment, His Ex-
cellency had served as Consul-
General at Vancouver, Canada in
1988; Consul-General at Shanghai,
People’s Republic of China, 1985;
Director of the International
Cooperation Department, Na-

tional Institute for Research Ad-
vancement in 1982; Counsellor,
Japanese Embassy in Australia in
1978 and First Secretary in the
People’s Republic of China in
1976.

His Excellency Mr. Krekeler
holds a law degree from the
University of Freiburg. Prior to
his Posting to Brunei Darus-
salam, His Excellency, who join-
ed the diplomatic service in 1979,
was attached to the Mission of the
Permanent Representative of his
country to the United Nation’s
Committee on Disarmament.
From 1981-1982, His Excellency
served at the State Secretaries’
Office of the Federal Foreign Of-
fice in Bonn.

Following a posting to the Ger-
man Embassy in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, His Excellency served in
the Federal Foreign Office’s in-
ternational law section from 1985

The Federal Republic of Germany's new ambassador to Brunei
Darussalam, His Excellency Mr. Friedrich Krekeler

to 1986. His Excellency was also
the Private and Confidential
Secretary to the State Secretary
of the Federal Foreign Office
from 1986 onwards to 1989 when
His Excellency was appointed
Deputy Head of the State
Secretaries’ Office. Earlier in his
career, His Excellency was also a
lecturer on private international
and banking law at the University
of Geneva.

Shortly after the presentation of
credentials, His Majesty granted
separate audiences to the new en-
VOys.

His Excellency Mr. Yoshida
Shicenobu succeeds His Excellen-
cy Mr. Ichiro Otaka, while His
Excellency Mr. Friedrich
Krekeler takes over from His Ex-
cellency Mr. Gregor Koebel, both
of whom completed their tour of
duty to Brunei Darussalam
earlier this year.
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