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Good times for all at Hari Raya

Diligence, patience and
altertness needed to achieve
a better life - HM Sultan

maintain and improve the quality and the standard of life will be one of the
serious challenges to be faced during the next ten years in the lead into the
twenty-first century, Stating this in his Hari Raya message telecast nationwide on
April 26, His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzad-
din Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam said that it is
within the next ten years from now that ‘‘we expect and hope for a more comfortable
life. The Brunei ruler called for diligence, patience and alertness ‘‘Diligent towards

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam exchanging Hari Raya greetings with State and foreign dignitaries at Istana
Nurul Iman.

achieving and implementing the goals of development. Patient and alert in safeguar-

ding our interests as an independent nation,” said His Majesty. His Majesty told the
nation that there was no other option in the fulfilment of the expectation and hope for
a more comfortable life. He called for the willingness and preparedness in resolving
problems with a full sense of responsibility. His Majesty said that it is gratifying that
Muslims had successfully performed the fast and celebrate the Hari Raya in peace
and tranquility ‘‘The peace and tranquility which we had enjoyed all along is due to
the blessings of Allah the Almighty. His Majesty hoped that the steadfastness to
Allah should not be confined to the fasting month of Ramadan only but throughout the
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year. In closing, His Majesty on
his own behalf and on behalf of
his family wished all Muslims

“Selamat Hari Raya Aidilfitri,”
and hoped that Allah would con-
stantly bless and guide us
towards wellbeing, prosperity
and peace.

Hari Raya well-wishers throng palace

With expressions of happiness

befitting the occasion, they

came and they went in long lines

'f:grthreedays-allof%,OOOof
em.

This was the scene as people
from all walks of life converged
on the Istana Nurul Iman, ail
eagerly awaiting their turn to con-
vey Hari Raga greetings to His
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam and other members
of the royal family when the
Pa.lace was opened to the public
or three days starting 28 April for
the festive occasion.

The Brunei ruler led the male
members of the Brunei royal
household in exchanging
greetings with the well-wishers.
They included His Majesty’s
oldest son, His Royal Highness
Paduka Seri Duli Pengiran Muda
Al-Muhtadee Billah and His Ma-
jesty’s brothers, HRH Paduka
Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir
Sahibul Himmah Wal-Waqar
Pengiran Muda Haji Mohamed
Bolkiah, HRH Paduka Seri
Pengiran Bendahara Seri
Maharaja Permaisuara Pengir

aduka Seri Pengiran Di-Gadong
Sahibul Mal Pengiran Muda Haji
Jefri Bolkiah and brothers in-law.

In another part of the palace,

Her Majesty Paduka Seri Bagin.

da Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak
Saleha and Her Royal Highness
Pengiran Isteri Hajjah Mariam
led the women royalty in greeting
the thousands of women well-
wishers

Along with Her Majesty the Ra-

ja Isteri and the Pengiran Isteri

were Yang Teramat Mulia
Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak
Puteri Rashidah Sa’adatul

Bolkiah, Yang Teramat Mulia
Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak
Puteri Hafizah Sururul Bolqiah,
Yang Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri ‘Azemah
Ni’matul Bulkiah and Yang
Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri Fadzilah
Lubabul Bulgiah.

Also there were his Majesty’s
sisters and sisters in-law.

Earlier His Majesty had ex-
changed greetings with
dignitaries comprising cabinet
ministers, cheterias, senior
government officials and
diplomats based in Brunei
Darussalam.

The festival of Hari Raya which
marks the end of the fasting
month of Ramadan, began with
mass prayers in the morning of
April 27 at mosques and suraus
(hall of prayers) throughout the
country. His Majesty, his oldest
son and his brothers joined
thousands of Muslims in the
prayers at the Omar Ali Saiffud-
dien mosque in the capital.

His Majesty and the other male
members of the royal family also
led a bertahlil prayer at the royal
mausoleum. |

His Majesty, in his titah (royal

~address) has repeatedly em-

phasised that the joy and hap-

- piness of the Hari Raya should not

be enjoyed by the more fortunate
members of society only, but be
shared with the less fortunate
such as the elderly, handicapped,
disabled and orphans.

In an exemplary gesture, the
Brunei ruler and Her Royal
Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah
Mariam held an open house at
Istana Nurul Izzah at Jerudong at
which they entertained orphans
from throughout the country and

: people to a Hari
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Royal
praise
for
the
Gurkhas

‘Darussalam under an arran

he fine history and dis-

tinguished fighting record of
the 10th Princess Mary’s Own
Gurkha Rifles has been
highlighted by His Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.

In an address at the Centenary
Parade of the regiment at its
headquarters in Seria about 110
kilometres from Bandar Seri
Begawan on May 5, the Brunei
ruler said “your standing as a
Gurkha Regiment in the British
Army in Great Britain and in y
own country Nepal is high”.

The Brunei ruler took the sali
at the parade mounted by
than 400 men and officers of .
regiment, which has a total
about 700 based in Brui

ment between the government
Hic Majesty the Sultan and
British government.

There were displays of dr
the parade as the pipes and d
of the regiment struck numerous
familiar military tunes.

Officers on hand to greet His
I\%ajegs.ty on his arrival were head-
€d Dby
Gary Johnson, who spoke of the
relations between the ent
and Brunei Darussalam.

aﬁlilovﬂi]ng to the officers’
r the parade, His Majesty was
introduced to a long line of of-
ficials of the regiment and their
families. ’

“““““

In his address, the Brunei ruler 3‘
further said that the regiment’s
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high standing and fighting record
is an inheritence and he reminded
those on parade that in order to
maintain the professionalism and
reputation of their forefathers,
they would need courage, will
power, initiative, knowledge and
above all unselfishness.

“Your cervice to my country is
part of your long history for which
I thank You,” said His Majesty.

Piloting his own helicopter, His
Majesty moved on to the Lumut
Shooting range, about 30
kilometres from Seria, where he
watched the Gurkhas in action.

They staged mock battles and
demonstrations of various war-
fare tactics. As well, His Majesty
was shown an array of new
weaponry employed by the regi-
ment, including the latest types of
mortars and other armoury.

(More pictures on page 19)

-

S
v o
e

His Majesty the Sultan chats with soldiers of the 10th Princess Mary’'s Own Gurkha Rifles
during the regiment’s Centenary Parade on May 5.

Flying colours for
Bruneil’'s own nurses

S;gps undertaken by the
vernment of His Majesty the
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam towards
meeting some of the country’s

wer needs in professional
mcal fields made another
important leap forward recently
when the first batch of nurses

trained at the country’s own col-
lege of nurses graduated.

Twenty three male and women
nurses graduated from the
Pengiran Anak Puteri Rashidah
Sa’adatul Bolkiah College of
Nurses at its first convocation

held at the Interna-
tional Convention Centre on 24
March.

‘They {(‘;ceived their certificates
~ Yang Teramat Mulia

- Seri Pengiran Anak
Rashidah Sa’adatul
eldest de "z{

month courses, both in theory
and practical training.

Since then the college has been
taking in an average of 20
students yearly and presently it
has about 70.

The teaching staff are seconded
from Britain, New Zealand,
Canada, Malaysia and Singapore.

The college, apart from giving
general qualification to nurses at
certificate level which is
recc‘J’%nised internationally, also
provides them with the necessary
education for higher studies in
nursing.

In his address at the occasion,
the Education Minister Yang
Berhormat Pehin Orang
Laila Wijaya Dato Seri Setia Haji
Awang Abdul Aziz told the newly-

duated nurses that their
ession c;lled blfor absolute
discipline to enable them 1
out their duties le%
responsibly.

And he further stressed that ex-
pertise and competence alone
were not adequate to make one
the kind of nurse that is genuinely
desired by the community,
without possessing the dedication
and the commitment that em-

brace all the Bruneian qualities
and characteristics inherited
through generations.

“As with various other fields,
knowledge and know-how in the
nursing profession are becoming
more revolutionised ever so
rapidly and knowledge and exper-
tise in general become obsolete
faster because of the changes in
technology’’, Pehin Dato Haji
Awang Abdul Aziz further said.

In face of this scenario, he
disclosed that some of the new
nurses would be considered for
furthering their studies right up to
degree levels.

The minister said this was aim-
ed at filling in the posts of lec-
!:gr:le's for the college of nurses
itself.

Apart from this, he revealed
also that the college will conduct
both short-term and long-term
courses for nurses who are
already in service with a view to
{yaising their standards and quali-

““This will provide them with an

te and new knowledge so
can serve the community to
the fullest,” he said.
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