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Long-existing relations based upon many S|m||ar|t|es

Two monarchs reaffirm cordial
ties between their countries

His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Yang Dipertuan Agong Sultan Azlan Muhibbuddin Shah of
Malaysia (left) and His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzad-

din Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei reaffirmed the warm and friendly rela-
tions between their countries.

The already warm and close
relations between Brunei
Darussalam and Malaysia had
been further enhanced by a four-
day state visit to Bandar Seri
Begawan starting October 28 of
Their Majesties the Yang Diper-
tuan Agong and the Raja Per-
maisuri Agong of Malaysia.

At a banquet at Istana Nurul
Iman in honour of the visiting
Malaysian royalty, both His Ma-
jesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzad-
din Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
and His Majesty Seri Paduka
Baginda Yang Di-Pertuan Agong,
Sultan Azlan Muhibbuddin Shah
reaffirmed the cordial ties which
have existed for years.

In his titah, the Brunei ruler
said the visit signifies the close
and friendly relations between
himself and the Yang Dipertuan
Agong Sultan Azlan Shah as well
as between the two countries and
their peoples.

“Bilateral ties were somewhat
‘cold’ at one time,”’ said His Ma-
jesty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan, ‘‘fortunately, these rela-
tions have improved and have in
fact become closer, in particular
with the visit of the late Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Yang Amat
Berhormat Allahyarham Tun
Hussein Onn in 1979”.

The Brunei ruler noted that the
relations between the two coun-
tries are not new. This relation-
ship, His Majesty remarked, is
based upon many similarities
namely religion, language, race,
culture, history as well as
customs and tradition.

® continued on page 2
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear during the first week of
January 1991. If there are
events relating to our country
you would like featured in this
newsletter please call us on
Tel : 02-225941 or better still,
send us a report with a picture,
if possible. Contributions for
our next issue should arrive by
December 20, 1990. All editori-
al rights reserved.
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“All these will no doubt help
maintain the spirit of understan-
ding and further strengthen rela-
tions between the two countries,”
His Majesty the Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
said.

Cooperation between the Go-
vernments of Brunei Darussalam
and Malaysia have been forged in
many areas including in educa-
tion, the economy as well as in the
religious and social fields.

In the religious sphere, for in-
stance, cooperation had started as
early as in 1955 during the time of
His Majesty the Sultan’s late
father, Almarhum Sultan Haji
Omar Ali Saifuddien Saadul
Khairi Waddien.

“It first started when two of-
ficials were seconded from
Johore to help plan and propagate
Islamic religious education in
Brunei Darussalam.”

Bilateral cooperation also ex-
ists in other areas such as in the
form of experts, advisers and of-
ficials from Malaysia working in
the Government of His Majesty
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam.

This contribution is greatly ap-
preciated, said the Brunei ruler,
and hopefully would continue for
?s long as the Government sees it
it.

The goodwill and the brotherly
ties as well as the spirit of
understanding between the two
countries is also reflected by the
exchange of visits by leaders and
officials of both sides, His Majesty
the Sultan noted.

Earlier in his titah, His Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
said he is impressed with the
establishment of such Islamic in-
stitutions in Malaysia as the
Islamic Bank and the Lembaga
Tabung Haji or the Haj Pilgrims’
Fund. The formation and
management of these two institu-
tions have successfully been
undertaken by the Malaysian
Government.

His Majesty expressed the hope
that assistance and cooperation in
these fields could be extended by
the Malaysian Government to
Brunei Darussalam, as and when
such cooperation and assistance
are required, in particular in
regards to the expertise involved
in managing those institutions.

Such a step would be signifi-
cant and timely in view of the an-
nouncement made by His Majesty
while attending a meeting of the
Brunei Darusalam Islamic
Religious Council that the time
has come for such institution as
an Islamic bank be set up in the
country.

“I believe these two institutions
have, to a large extent, solved
many of the problems of the
Muslims (in Malaysia) and the
country,” His Majesty said at the
banquet.

In his titah, His Majesty the
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam also touched
on the importance of defence
cooperation in order to maintain
peace.

Said the Brunei ruler, ‘I have
always stressed to my subjects
the significance in maintaining
peace and national resilience as
this is one of the pre-requisites to
enable the Government to
smoothly launch development
programmes which have been
designed for the well-being of the
people.”

“I believe”, His Majesty con-
tinued, ‘‘the same aspiration is
also shared by Malaysia.
Therefore, we both need similar
efforts and measures to con-
tinuously safeguard our interests
and we could also learn a lesson
from the conflicts faced by other
countries, including neighbouring
countries which are besetted with
many problems and threats.”

These in turn could weaken
their national resilience and their
government, His Majesty pointed
out.

The Brunei ruler also emphasis-
ed that in the context of the two
Islamic countries, it would be un-
wise and unsuitable to emulate
others and to disregard Islamic
principles in the face of resolving
problems.

“Without Allah’s guidance,
everything could become com-
plicated and wrong.

‘“This is evident if we look at
world political developments to-
day where the superpowers fail to
overcome international and
domestic problems,” said the
Brunei monarch.

Thus, His Majesty asserted,
‘“‘cooperation in the area of main-
taining peace is of utmost impor-
tance for Brunei Darussalam and
Malaysia. Such a cooperation, His
Majesty added, has already been
forged.
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For his part, His Majesty Seri
Paduka Baginda Yang Di-
Pertuan Agong Sultan Azlan
Muhibbuddin Shah, in his titah at
the banquet, hoped his visit would
further promote bilateral
cooperation especially in the
economic, trade, sports and
cultural spheres.

He commended His Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
for the rapid progress and
achievements made in the coun-
try within a short space of time.

‘“Brunei Darussalam too,”’ His
Majesty Sultan Azlan Shah con-
tinued, ‘“‘has successfully played
an excellent role in the diplomatic
arena and is well-respected in this
region and in the world communi-
ty. I am fully confident that under
your wise leadership Brunei
Darussalam will continue to
develop and progress.”’

A host of similarities namely
culture, race, religion and
history mark the close bond of
the neighbouring countries, he
also said.

“I am also proud to note that
both Brunei Darussalam and
Malaysia hold to the principles of
discussion and consultation in the
resolution of problems.’”’ His Ma-
jesty Sultan Azlan Shah further
said.

“I am fully confident that this
will further foster the spirit of
understanding for the mutual
benefit of our countries.”

In the international field, His
Majesty Sultan Azlan Shah, the
ninth Yang Di-Pertuan Agong of
Malaysia, who was elected on 2
March 1989, added ‘‘I am happy to
note that the spirit of close
cooperation is continued. Whether
in the ASEAN meeting or interna-
tional forums, Negara Brunei Da-
russalam and Malaysia have
always worked closely and ex-
pressed the same opinion. I am
fully confident that this will coun-
tinue to be practised in the future
for the sake of regional stability.”

Present at the banquet were
Her Majesty Seri Paduka Bagin-
da Raja Permaisuri Agong
Tuanku Bainun, Her Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Raja Isteri
Pengiran Anak Saleha and Her
Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri
Hajjah Mariam.

Other members of both royal
households were also present at

the banquet, which was also atten-
ed by Brunei Darussalam’s state
dignitaries, cabinet ministers,
senior government officials and
diplomats.

red carpets

Their Majesties Seri Paduka
Baginda Yang Di-Pertuan Agong
Sultan Azlan Shah and Seri
Paduka Baginda Raja Per-
maisuri Agong Tuanku Bainun
and their entourage which includ-
ed one of their sons, Yang Amat
Mulia Raja Dato’ Seri Ashman
and two daughters, Yang Amat
Mulia Raja Dato’ Seri Azureen
and Yang Amat Mulia Raja Dato’
Seri Eleena arrived to a red
carpet welcome for the four day
state visit with the welcomin
party at the Brunei Internationa
airport led by His Majesty the
Sultan’s eldest brother, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Waqar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah, who is also
Brunei Darussalam’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs and his wife,
Yang Teramat Mulia Pengiran
Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Haj-
jah Zariah.

Some 10,000 school children, lin-
ing the eight-kilometer route from
the airport, waved the national
flags of Brunei Darussalam and
Malaysia as the Malaysian royal
couple and entourage drove past
in a motorcade on their way to
Istana Nurul Iman, where a for-
mal welcome complete with a
guard of honour mounted by men
of the Royal Brunei Malay Regi-
ment awaited them.

At the head of the welcoming
party at Istana Nurul Iman were
His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam, Her Majesty Padu-
ka Seri Baginda Raja Isteri Pe-
ngiran Anak Saleha and Her Ro-
yal Highness Pengiran Isteri Haj-
jah Mariam.

Other members of the Brunei
Royal family in the welcoming
party included His Majesty’s
oldest son, His Royal Highness
Paduka Seri Duli Pengiran Muda
Al-Muhtadee Billah, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Wagar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah and Yang
Teramat Mulia Pengiran Anak
Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajjah
Zariah, His Royal Highness
Paduka Seri Pengiran Bendahara

Seri Maharaja Permaisuara
Pengiran Muda Haji Sufri Bolkiah
and Yang Amat Mulia Pengiran
Bini Hajjah Mazuin, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Digadong Sahibul Mal Pengiran
Muda Haji Jefri Bolkiah and
Yang Amat Mulia Pengiran Anak
Isteri Pengiran Anak Norhayati,
Yang Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri Rashidah
Saadatul Bolkiah, Yang Teramat
Mulia Paduka Seri Pengiran anak
Puteri Hajjah Masna, Yang
Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah
Norain and Yang Teramat Mulia
Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak
Puteri Amal Umi Kalthum Al-
Islam.

From the royal dais outside the
Nurul Iman Palace, the two rulers
took the salute as the band on parade
struck the national anthems of the two
countries as cannon fires rang out 21
times, also in salutation.

A similarly colourful ceremony was
also accorded to the Malaysian King
and his entouraﬁe shortly before they
left at the end of their visit.

While in Brunei Darussalam, the
Malaysian King and Queen also
themselves hosted a dinner reception
at the Brunei international Conven-
tion Centre near the Brunei capital in
honour of His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam.

It was attended by members of both
royal households.

The visiting Malaysian royal couple
also had busy schedules during their
stay in Bandar Seri Begawan. Includ-
ed 1n their itinerary were a visit to the
Lambak Kanan Housing Project. Dur-
ing a briefing, Their Majesties the
Yang Di-Pertuan Agong and Raja
Permaisuri Agong were informed
that Malaysian professionals such as
architects and engineers as well as
skilled and semi-skilled workers had
helped to contribute in the implemen-
tation of the housing projects. Some of
the construction materials, the
Malaysian royal delegation was told,
had also come from Malaysia.

They also visited the Brunei
Museum in Jalan Kota Batu near the
capital, the Supreme Court and Kam-
gong Ayer (villages on water) which

as become one of the most popular
tourist attractions in the country.

The Malaysian royal couple also at-
tended a ‘get-together’ with some 300
Malaysians out of a total of about
15,000 members of the Malaysian
community working in Brunei
Darussalam. In between the official
enga%t(alments, His Majesty the Malay-
sian King took time off for friendly
golf matches against local Bruneian
golfers. Her Majesty the Raja Per-
maisuri Agong, on the other hand,
was entertained to a tea party by the
B_runel i Darussalam Women’s Coun-
cil.
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