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Diverse key issues emphasised
in His Majesty’s birthday speech
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Touching on a wide range of issues, His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam speaks to the nation
from the Throne Room of Istana Nurul Im-
an (Nurul Iman Palace).

is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
has again issued a stern warning
to those bent in creating dishar-
mony in the country, whether by
way of verbal attacks or deeds.

‘“We will not in the very least
compromise with people who try
to smear the existing pleasant and
peaceful environment regardless
of whether such attempts are by
way of verbal attacks or deeds,”
said His Majesty.

The existing peace and har-
mony in the country have been
due to Bruneians holding fast to
their firm belief in religion and
loyalty as it has not only succeed-
ed in creating stability in the
country, but also in bringing
about a situation which is free
from chaos, malice and defama-
tion, such as spreading untruths
with the intent of discrediting
others.

This message is one of several
key issues highlighted by His Ma-
jesty during his titah (royal ad-
dress) on 15 July 1990 - His Majes-
ty’s 44th birthday.

A similar statement came from
His Majesty when he addressed a
National Quran Competition in
February this year.

During his 30-minute birthday
address, His Majesty spoke on a
host of issues such as on the im-
portance of achieving economic
diversification and intensifying

efforts to assist local en-
trepreneurs and private sector
growth. His Majesty also
reassured that a cut in Govern-
ment expenditure would not affect
efforts to upgrade the well-being
of the people or result in the
postponement of development
projects.

Other topics included Brunei
Darussalam’s contribution
towards regional peace and
stability; the role played by
diplomacy towards the country’s
economic and social develop-
ments; the significance of close
cooperation among the people,
Government and private sector in
order to continue to achieve pro-
gress and developments for the
country and to create political and
economic stability; the steps to be
taken to ensure ‘‘Health for All”
by the twenty-first century and to
safeguard the tradition of stead-
fast beliefs in religion and loyalty
to the king; the importance of an
efficient and effective service and
a trustworthy workforce which
places close cooperation above
self-interests.

It is vital that everyone in the
country work closely together to
attract foreign investors, in par-
ticular in convincing them that
Brunei Darussalam, too, offers an
attractive investment climate in
terms of incentives and potential
industries (in agriculture,
fisheries, forestry). This is
crucial, His Majesty pointed out,
in view of the competitive
package benefits offered by coun-
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tries in the region and to ensure
the successful implementation of
the Government’'s economic
diversification policy.

His Majesty further highlighted
the need to further extend the sup-
port and assistance to local en-
trepreneurs. Members of the
public could then have faith in the
private sector for being able to of-
fer a bright future to the people.
Subsequently, a section of the
population would not merely rely
on the Government for employ-
ment, now that jobs in the private
sector are also easily available.

His Majesty advised Ministries
to continue to exercise thrift in
their expenditure, for the sake of
the future. He also spoke about
the significance in the perfor-
mance appraisal of Government
departments and Ministries apart
from those of Government of-
ficials. This is neccessary in order
to ensure that the resources
alloted by the Government are
fully utilised to the optimum
level. This would also help to
determine that the goals of ad-
ministration are met; thereby
avoiding wastage.

On the international front, His
Majesty said Brunei Darussalam
has played an active role in con-
tributing to regional peace and
stability as well as to the solution
of international problems.

Currently, said His Majesty,
diplomacy is the main defence
weapon exercised by the super-
powers and small nations, in their
efforts towards the settlement of
regional and international pro-
blems.

“Our ability in playing an effec-
tive role in the field of diplomacy
could also contribute towards a
stable and progressive economic
and social developments in the
country, “We will always be
cautious to ensure that we will not
be exploited, let alone be
harmed.”’

Brunei Darussalam, he said,
would always seek to forge friend-
ly ties through the establishments
of diplomatic relations with
friendly countries.

To date, Brunei Darussalam
has established diplomatic rela-
tions with 56 countries. Very
recently, His Majesty announced,
Brunei Darussalam opened up
new offices in Paris and Oman.
Before end of the year, another
diplomatic office would be set up
in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, His Majesty disclosed.

On the need for close coopera-
tion among the Government, the
private sector and members of
the public, His Majesty had this to
say: ‘It is highly necessary to in-
culcate an attitude of give-and-
take and respect for each other
among the Government, the
private sector and the public.
Without an understanding among
the three, it would not be possible
to bring about economic and
social stability as well as the
smooth implementation of
development programmes.”’

Likewise, the absence of such
an attitude and close collabora-
tion, His Majesty explained, could
breed suspicions and result in
strained relationships. The end
result would thus affect the
security and stability of the coun-

In this respect, His Majesty
continued, the three parties
should be frank and sincere with
each other and seek to overcome
any obstacle together.

His Majesty further urged his
subjects and the people of Brunei
Darusalam to be disciplined,
courteous, committed and
dedicated towards their respec-
tive responsibilities.

“It is my desire to upgrade the
national defence of the country in
the face of wvarious social and
economic challenges of the world.
It is only with close cooperation,”’
His Majesty reiterated, ‘‘that a
harmonious and united society
could be created.”

In order to ensure that such a
community possesses positive
values so that they would have a
secure future, it is essential that
due attention be given to training
and guidance. This should be ex-
tended to village heads too, apart

from equipping youths, Govern-
ment staff and those in the private
sector with positive traits such as
discipline, and an awareness of
their custom and tradition, rules
and regulations and religion. In
turn, these value could help equip
the youths and the younger
generation to face future
challenges and safeguard the
country’s independence and
sovereignty.

The Government, too, takes a
serious view in seeing that the
basic needs of His Majesty’s sub-
jects and the people are met. The
housing scheme for the landless is
a positive move towards this
direction, His Majesty said. His
Majesty further urged those in the
Government to review and con-
duct more studies to overcome
problems encountered during the
implementation of the scheme.
This is to ensure that the solutions
are fair and effective, in par-
ticular for those in the lower-
income groups and those who
could not meet the stipulated con-
ditions.

Providing ‘‘Health For All”’ by
the turn of the twenty-first cen-
tury is the Government’s goal, for
health is one of the basic services
the people need.

In this regard, His Majesty said
“I hope, in order to achieve this
noble objective, programmes will
have to be drawn up besides giv-
ing an efficient and trustworthy
service by all levels of staff and
officials.”

The construction and
maintenance of roads should also
be looked into from time to time.
His Majesty said a clean and a
systematic road system is essen-
tial in bringing about a healthy en-
vironment. If a situation calls for
it, certain control measures will
have to be adopted, he said.

Similarly, water, electricity
and telephone are also essential
services to which the Government
has placed a priority and spent a
large sum of money.

In this context, His Majesty
said, “I hope we could not only
spend wisely, but also provide an
efficient and effective service
befitting the large amount of ex-
penditure alloted for them so that
eventually we could overcome the
?hortcomings encountered so
ar.”

The Government would also
continue to give due attention in
the provision of other services to
the people such as the recent
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