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Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia gain many
mutual benefits from close relationship

runei Darussalam and Malaysia

have unique relations, stated His
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam at a
banquet at Istana Nurul Iman in honour
of His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda
The Yang Dipertuan Agong of
Malaysia, Tuanku Ja’afar ibni Al-
Marhum Tuanku Abdul Rahman and
Her Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda The
Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku
Najihah.

The Malaysian paramount ruler
and his entourage were on a three-day
state visit to Bandar Seri Begawan on
10-12 September.

The Brunei monarch continued that
the visit by The Yang Dipertuan Agong
was yet another testimony of the close
relationship between the two countries,
which also share many similarities in
racial, religious, language and cultural

aspects.
* Continued on page 10

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam and His Majesty The
Yang Di-Pertuan Agong of Malaysia Tuanku
Ja'afar ibni Al-Marhum Tuanku Abdul
Rahman in the midst of discussion during
the Malaysian paramount ruler’s courtesy
call on the Brunei monarch at Istana Nurul
Iman.

Right: In his capacity as Chancellor or
Universiti Brunei Darussalam, UBD, the
Brunei monarch confers the honorary
Doctor of Law degree on the Malaysian King
during a special UBD convocation held at
the Brunei Intemational Convention Centre.
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Monarch Presents
International Prize Awards
In Qur’anic Studies

His Royal Highness Prince Haji Al-Muh
Dr. Adnan Mohd. Zarzur from Damasc

tadee Billah presents the award to Professor
us, above, and below, Professor Dr. Ahmad

Mohd. Al-Kharrat, who comes from the Synan city of Halab, receives his prize from the

prince.

is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda  Sultan  Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam has
bestowed awards known as the
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
International Prize to two Islamic
figures for excellence in Qur’anic
Studies.

Professor Dr. Adnan Mohd.
Zarzur and Professor Dr. Ahmad
Mohd. Al-Kharrat, both from Syria,
received the awards in a ceremony
held at the Brunei International
Convention Centre on 14 September.

The 57-year-old Professor Adnan
Mohd. Zarzur has contributed much
in the study of Islam such as

* Continued on page 18
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Head Envoys
Briefed On

Latest
Developments

At Home

he heads of Brunci

Darussalam’s over-
seas missions have been
briefed on the latest
domestic developments.
The 23 ambassadors and
high commissioners who
head the Sultanate’s dip-
lomatic missions around
the globe, were given
updates on the current
developments at home
during a five-day meeting at the
Brunei International Convention
Centre, starting 5 August.

They were received at Istana
Nurul Iman on 8 August by His
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam.
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His Majesty Paduka Sen Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulabh,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam together with His Royal Highness Prince
Mohamed Bolkiah, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Her Royal Highness Princess Hajjah Masna,
Ambassador-at-Large pose for a group photograph at Istana Nurul Iman with the heads of
Brunei Darussalam’s 23 diplomatic missions overseas. Below: Exchanges of greetings
between the ruler and the envoys during the audience on 8 August.

Also present at the gathering
were His Royal Highness Prince
Mohamed Bolkiah, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Her Royal
Highness Princess Hajjah Masna,
Ambassador-at-Large at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The Foreign Affairs Minister
also held a reception for the
envoys at the Balai Penghadapan

Bukit Kayangan on 5 August.

At the meeting itself, the
diplomats heard briefings on
current policy by ministers and
permanent secretaries, with whom
they also had the opportunities to
exchange views on regional and
international issues.

The meeting was the third of its
kind.
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Exchange of views between the
Foreign Affairs Minister and Brunei
diplomats at Balai Penghadapan
Bukit Kayangan dunng a reception
given the minister.

Students — A Catalyst For Change

The Acting Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry
of Culture, Youth and
Sports, Dato Paduka
Awang Haji Metussin
Omar as a personal
representative of the
Deputy Minister of Cul-
ture, Youth and Sports
delivers the Deputy Min-
ister’s address at the
civic course’s opening
ceremony, calling on stu-
dents not to be influ-
enced by the varied
cultures which they may
be confronted with while
studying abroad.

he Deputy Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports has highlighted
that students can be a catalyst of
change in society. As part of the soci-
ety, he said, they should strive towards
improving the existing condition by
taking into consideration that changes
are inevitable, but whatever change
there is, it should be aimed at eradi-
cating social illnesses and negative
values, upgrading economic achieve-
ment and technological progress; and
enhancing political stability.
The deputy minister pointed that
the “concept of change for the sake of

In Society

change” may bring only “losses” and
not gains. For example, he said, when
others sing to the karaoke, we do it too,
and when others wear tattered clothes,
we too do likewise. To imitate what
others do is not the attitude of a
catalyst, but rather that of an imitator
who has lost faith and who will
eventually end up producing a
consumer-society instead of
contributor-society.

Dato Paduka Awang Haji Selamat,
the Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth
and Sports made these remarks in his
speech delivered by the Acting

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry
of Culture, Youth and Sports at the
opening of a civic course held in
Bandar Seri Begawan on 2 September
for Brunei Students studying overseas.

The five-day civic course was
organised by the Information De-
partment with the cooperation of the
Ministries of Education and Religious
Affairs aimed at giving the students
better understanding of the current
affairs in the government towards
cultivating the spirit of consensus

» Continued on page 6
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