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HM the Sultan

Announces
Formation of

Highest Islamic

Courts

To implement administration
of family laws and Qanun
Jina’-i Islam

B runei Darussalam is to establish
syariah (Islamic law) courts to the highest
possible levels.

Announcing the formation of the courts in
his birthday speech, His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam said they will
implement not only the administration of family
laws, but will also handle Qanun Jina’-i Islam
or the Islamic Criminal Act.

The monarch said the act will be
implemented in its entirety, as required by Allah
(God) the Almighty.

“We are confident that this good intention
will become a source of blessing to the country
and the people in it”, said His Majesty, speaking
from the throne room of Istana Nurul Iman
(Nurul Iman Palace) during, the traditional
audience and investiture ceremony on the
anniversary of his 50th birthday on 15 July.

His Majesty explained that though efforts
to combat various ailments and anti-social, anti-
civilisation and anti-God wrong doings
including the provision of laws and legal
penalties and the promulgation of legal acts are
not lacking, those which serve to embarrass the

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam announces the
formation of Islamic Courts to the highest possible levels in his 50th birthday speech

at the throne room of Nurul Iman Palace on 15 July.

criminals in the eyes of the public
and therefore have immediate
impact seem not to have been tried
or considered.

“Islam, on the other hand, has
taken this factor into
consideration”.

His Majesty cited, as an
example, that the rate of drug
addiction continues to remain
unabated and indeed, have
increased in certain countries in
spite of severe penalties imposed
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on drug addicts and drug traffickers,
including the death penalty. So are
other anti-social acts such as triads,
break-ins, robberies and murders
worldwide, all of which bring about
trepidation and anxiety.

“As the world advances and as
human civilisation supposedly rises to
a higher plane, much damage is
apparently being done by elements of
anti-civilisation and anti-God”, the
ruler lamented.

Balanced material and spiritual
development

The Brunei ruler emphasised on the
need to achieve a balance between
material and spiritual development,
saying that too often countries which
have achieved rapid growth and
modemisation, have also experienced
chronic social illnesses to the extent
that they need to work even harder and
allocate more expenditure to overcome
those problems.

“This type of progress is certainly
not one that we have in mind, because
progress must mean also the
enhancement of the people’s moral
values, not their erosion”. Brunei
Darussalam, stressed the ruler, will
always believe in balanced
development, which will not only cater
for material betterment, but also
spiritual and religious enhancement.

Indeed, such an approach has been
proven to be the right one, as evidenced
by what has been happening around the
world, he continued. “We have been
witnessing the erosion of moral values,
and social ailments that are cancerous
to society such as drug addiction and
AIDS, which befoul human dignity,
and which may be caused by the habit
of putting economic development
first and foremost, above social
development”.

Keep unity uppermost

In the speech to several thousand
guests invited to the palace and telecast
live over television to the nation, His
Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam urged
that unity remain uppermost and
maintained, especially in a situation
where “we are ever-exposed to foreign
influence, where the influences may

become a poison to the unity of the
people”.

It is through unity that we are able
to enjoy three important elements that
may only be dreamed by certain
countries, explained His Majesty while
citing the three elements as stability in
the country, sustainable socio-
economic growth, and harmony and
unity that enable the continuance of
peace and prosperity.

However, the ruler reminded his
subjects and people of Brunei
Darussalam not to allow this
comfortable well-being to weaken
their sense of resilience, survival and
competition.

“If we lost them”, pointed the
monarch “then we will be left behind
by the rest of the world. Because, the
present and the future constitute the
age of competition”.

Work as a team

With this in mind, the ruler further
urged all ministries and government
departments to always work as a team
to attain and maintain an efficient,
clean and honest administration, and
the people to be diligent and resolute
towards exploring various activities so
that the vision of diversifying the
national economy can be achieved,
hence, reduce the dependence on the
oil and gas industries.

Involvement and participation of
youths

His Majesty expressed confidence
that this can be achieved with proper
planning and management. Hence,
the need for the most able human
TESOUrces.

The government will always place
great emphasis on the need to quip the
young generation or youths with the
necessary skills and expertise, but at
the same time the youths must be
exposed to the many opportunities
made available by the rapid changes
taking place within the region and the
increasing globalisation of the world
economy. “Even though at present the
time is more opportune for Brunei
Darussalam to diversify its economy
compared with 20 years ago, it will
only be achievable if the youths of
today change their attitude and avail
themselves of the opportunities
available”, His Majesty emphasised.
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Monarch Presents
House Keys and
Land Grants in
Belait District

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji

Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam recently consented to present more
house keys and land grants to residents in the
Belait district, some 108 kilometres from the
capital, Bandar Seri Begawan.

The ceremony which was held at the
community hall of the National Housing Scheme
in Kampong Pandan on 9 July, saw the monarch
presenting some 294 house keys. One hundred
and thirty four families received keys for
houses under the National Housing Programme
at Kampong Pandan and the rest under the
Housing Scheme for Landless Citizens in
Kampong Mumong, while 112 people received
their land title deeds for lands which they have
been occupying under TOL (Temporary
Occupation Licence) at Kampong Mumong.

* Continued on page 19

Left: His
Majesty the
Sultan and
Yang Di-
Pertuan of
Brunei
Darussalam
presenting
house key to
one of the
recipients
during the
ceremony in
which he
presented
keys to new
houses under §
the National
Housing
Programme
as well as
under the
Landless
Indigenous
Citizens’
Housing
Scheme and
land titles in
Belait District.
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Above: The monarch being greeted by crowds, and stopping to
watch vanous activities during the visit.
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