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His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam in discussion with
the French President, His Excellency Mr.
Jacques Chirac at Elysee Palace in Paris,
above, shortly after the Brunei monarch’s
arrival in the French capital to begin a
four-day state visit.

he Republic of France and the

Kingdom of Belgium rolled out
the red carpets this month for His Maj-
esty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.

* Continued on page 10

More stories on
the visits on
pages 15 and 17.

More pictures on
bages 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15 and 16.
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 15 January 1997. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-383941 or better still,
send us a report with a picture,
if possible. All editorial rights
reserved.
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The Minister of Religious Affairs, Yang Berhormat Pehin Jawatan Luar Pekerma Raja Dato
Seri Utama Dr. Ustaz Awang Haji Mohd Zain and the Minister of Justice, Wakaf and
Islamic Affairs of the Sultanate of Oman, His Excellency Hamoud bin Abdullah Al-Harith
signing the memorandum of understanding on behalf of the respective government. The
MOU will step up cooperation in various fields between the two sultanates.

Brunei Darussalam and the
Sultanate of Oman sign
MOU on cooperation

runei Darussalam and the Sultan

ate of Oman have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) in various areas of cooperation.
The ceremony took place at the Islamic
Dakwah Centre on 28 October.

The Government of His Majesty
was represented by the Minister of
Religious Affairs, Yang Berhormat
Pehin Jawatan Luar Pekerma Raja Dato
Seri Utama Dr. Ustaz Haji Awang Md.
Zain, while signing on behalf of the
Sultanate of Oman was its Minister of
Justice, Wakaf and Islamic Affairs, His
Excellency Hamoud bin Abdullah Al-
Harith.

The memorandum involves
cooperation in the exchange of students
in Islamic studies and theologies in
academic fields as well as training
programmes, exchange of visits,
conferences, seminars and exchange of
views on current issues, particularly on
the problems of values and Islamic

teachings.

The memorandum also involves the
exchange of information on upgrading
the role of mosques and the
development of religious education for
youths, aimed at keeping them from
anti-Islamic elements.

The signing ceremony was also
witnessed by the Deputy Minister of
Religious Affairs, Yang Dimuliakan
Pehin Siraja Khatib Dato Paduka Seri
Setia Ustaz Haji Awang Yahya,
Permanent Secretary of the ministry,
Dato Paduka Awang Haji Ahmad and
the Ambassador of the Sultanate of
Oman, His Excellency Ahmed Mohd.
Masoud Al-Riyami.

In a speech after the singing
ceremony, the Minister of Religious
Affairs hoped that more goodwill visits
will be made in the future for the
purpose of discussions and approaches
on religious matters.
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Efforts to elevate the
position of Mosque urged

is Royal Highness Paduka Seri

Pengiran Bendahara Seri
Maharaja Permaisuara Pengiran Muda
Haji Sufri Bolkiah has called for efforts
to elevate the position of mosques in
the country as these places play major
roles in the development of Islam and
the Muslim ummabhs.

His Royal Highness said that efforts
should also be enhanced to upgrade the
knowledge and competency of mosque
officials on matters pertaining to their
duties, and the affairs and management
of mosques.

His Royal Highness Prince Haji
Sufri Bolkiah made the remarks in his
speech on 8 December at the
nationwide celebration marking the
Israk Mikraj: anniversary of Prophet
Muhammad’s (peace be upon him)
journey to heaven.

The celebration was organised by
the Ministry of Religious Affairs at the
International Convention Centre. The
highlight of the celebration was the
presentation of awards to most active
and best kept mosques.

Speaking about the awards, the
prince said that they were not mere
honours, but an encouragement and
incentive to all mosques and mosques’
officials towards meeting the
objectives to further upgrade the
management, activities, as well as the
maintenance of mosques more
effectively.

He urged mosques in the country
to take the initiatives in organising
various activities in line with the needs
of the community, and those which are
appropriate with the true functions and
roles of mosques in accordance with
Islam.

On the significance of ‘Israk
Mikraj’, His Royal Highness pointed
that it was an event closely related with
prayers, because it was on this occasion
that the five times daily prayers were
made obligatory, and these prayers are
related to the mosque.

The performing of prayers and the
institution of mosque are aimed at
creating unity and fraternity and
instilling values for good discipline,

because the mosque is a place for

Muslims to get together, perform acts
of worship and conduct religious-
related activities; and it is a place for
meeting the needs of worshippers
continuously, particularly on religious
and spiritual aspects, he said.

His Royal Highness added that
when Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) arrived in Medina after his
flight from Mecca, the first immediate
step he took was to build a mosque.
Known as the Nabawi mosque, it was
from here that the lights of Islam, its
faith and the high moral values of
mankind began to spread throughout
the world, he added.

The significance of Islam was
successfully illustrated by the role and
functions of the Nabawi mosque. The
mosque symbolises piety, the eminence
and strength of Islam, His Royal
Highness stressed.

The prince later presented the
awards to the winners. The award for
the Major Mosque category was won
by the Hassanal Bolkiah Mosque in the
Tutong district. In the Mukim (group
of villages) category, the award went
to the Zainab Mosque in Kampong
(village) Sungai Taring Lumut in the

His Royal Highness Prince Haji Sufri
Bolkiah calling on mosque officials to
organise activities that will not only exalt
the position of mosques as places of
worship, but will also develop the Muslim
ummahs

Belait district. The Kampong Pulaie
Mosque won in the village category,
while Kampong Sengkarai won in the
Prayer Hall (Surau) category.

Officials of one of the winning mosques receiving their awards from the prince. Among
the criteria for winning the awards include maintenance quality and activities con-
ducted by the mosques.
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Give our
children
guidance
through a
religion-oriented
educational
system

er Royal Highness Princess

Hajjah Masna, Ambassador at-
Large, recently stressed the need to
give children a proper guidance
through a religion-oriented educational
system.

This is important as it is the most
effective way to overcome and fight
against the ruin of moral, the
international problem, she said.

Her Royal Highness pointed out
that the ruin of moral is one of the
challenges every generation has to

face, affecting not only the non-
Muslims but also the Muslims
themselves.

“Educational theory designed by
man alone, or that which is wholly
adopted from the West, will not give
any solution to these social problems,”
she stressed.

Speaking at the certificate
presentation for kindergarten pupils of
Al-Fallah School at the International
Convention Centre (ICC) on 17
November, Her Royal Highness

g SO ALFALAL

Her H(H,/d/ H/gh,
ness Princess
Hajjah Masna
Ambassador-at-
Large at the Min-
istry of Foreign
Affairs seen
here presenting
certificate to a
pupil, says guid-
ance given to
children through
religion-oriented
education will
help prevent the
decay of morals.
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expressed the view that the school has
chosen the right and relevant way for
a long-term survival of the Islamic
ummabh in the country, contributing to
the government’s efforts towards
producing a 21st century generation
who can read the Al-Quran and having
the proper religious knowledge.
Children with guidance based on
religion will grow and develop on a
strong foundation, which will help
them become a strong and determined
generation, capable of facing any form
of challenge, said Her Royal Highness.

A Comprehensive survey needed
to ascertain effectiveness of
vocational and technical courses

A comprehensive survey should be
conducted as to assess how far
the skills acquired by vocational and
technical graduates in the country can
be fully utilised by prospective
employers. The survey is also
important to increase the effectiveness
of the courses offered.

The Special Adviser to His Majesty
The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam at the Prime
Minister’s Office and Minister of
Home Affairs, Yang Berhormat Pehin
Orang Kaya Laila Setia Bakti Diraja
Dato Laila Utama Haji Awang Isa, said
that this is worth considering especially
in today’s world where technology
invariably undergoes rapid changes
thereby forcing employers to be more
careful and very selective in recruiting
local labour force.

“As such employers, especially
those in the private sector will judge
and assess how far recruitments from
local technical and vocational
institutions have really met their
industrial and business requirements,”
he said.

Speaking at the First Convocation
ceremony for technical and vocational
institutions held at the International
Convention Centre on 12 November,
the minister pointed out that as a
developing nation, Brunei Darussalam
needs to have educated and skilled
people.

He said that in this age of fast-paced
development and rapid economic
growth, countries throughout the world
have one common goal, namely to
enhance the quality of life and well-
being of their people, which they try

to achieve notably
developmental efforts.

One of the ways towards realising
their development target, he added, is
by ensuring that the people acquire a
certain level of education and skill to
enable such countries to carry out
commercial and industrial activities
and be able to compete adequately with
other countries.

“To that end, one of the most
commonly applied development
strategies is by giving due attention to
science and technology, and due
emphasis on human resources
development (HRD),” he said.

Brunei Darussalam should draw
valuable lessons from the experience

through
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