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GALLOWS

FOR
PUSHER

runei Darussalam will not

hesitate to send drug traf-
fickers to the gallows. The serious
warning came from Education
and Health Minister speaking in
the capital, Bandar Seri Begawan
on March 15, 1986.

Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Wi La:iya
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Abdul
Aziz, who was launching an anti-
drug abuse campaign said that
the country’s laws had the same
bite as those of its neighbours in
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, ASEAN. The relevant
government authorities had been
given the power of law since 1978
with amendments made in 1984.

- The penalties for unauthorised
trafficking, possession, import
and export of drugs include jail
sentences of up to 30 years and up
15 strokes of the rotan. There
not been a death sentence
vered yet for a drug-related
ace in Brunei Darussalam.
last court-ordered hanging
place nearly 30 years ago.

Minister also called on
and- voluntary bodies to
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- Awang Haji Abdul Aziz [
e continued on page 2 conjunction with the launching of the anti

Tough measures
n

Brunei Darussalam
for other
drug offences too

create an awareness of the Pengiran Lela Cheteria Sahibon Najabah Pengiran £
D1E to their members. Customs (right) points out samples of opium to Pet

1ak Haji Abdul Aziz, the Controller of
rang Kaya Laila Wijaya Dato Seri Setia

nd Health Minister at an exhibition in
buse campaign
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They did it
~ their way

Sultan Hassanal

the Philip-
\ption of of-

relationship
ended to the
matic

Gallows for pushers

e from page 1

His Majesty the Sultan in his
new year address to the nation
referred to the drug-abuse pro-
blem in the region and called on
parents to be the frontline defence
against their children falling vic-
tim to the habit. The Sultan also
told teachers to be alert for signs
of the problem among their
charges.

A very senior government of-
ficial told Brunei Darussalam ‘We
do not really have a drug problem
and hope one never begins.’

_This is the first time that an ac-
tive anti-drug abuse campaign
has been held in the country.

The weeklong exhibition is an
ASEAN-wide project. Materials
on display at the exhibition includ-
ed samples of various forms of
drugs, utensils and posters. A
group of experts on anti-drug
abuse were invited from the
various ASEAN countries. They
held a series of public lectures
during the exhibition.

The business community in
Brunei Darussalam througK its
Chamber of Commerce has lent
its support to the campaign.

Bite
of the
law
for
traffickers

Law enforcement authorities
in Brunei Darussalam are
backed by literally the bite of the
law in their fight against the il-
legal entry of narcotics into the
country.

In addition to the usual ex-
aminations by officers a vigilant
team of trained narcotics sniffer

| dogs are deployed to inspect in-
. coming cargo, baggage and
- vehicles at all entry points in the
| country.

~ The canine law enforcers who
are able to pick up very minute
amounts of drugs either on per-
sons or in Sacking, were all bred
raised and trained within the
country and handled by men of
the Royal Brunei Police Force.

- @ continued on page 5

6 news

A trained Labrador checks out goods that
have arrived at Muara Port which last year
handled 698,000 tonnes of cargo.

ase let us know.

ting and Informa-
d Sports, Brunei
artment, Ministry of
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- runei Darussalam’s High
e C 0 n a I O n a a y Commissioner to Singapore,
His Excellency, Dato Paduka Ha-
i Abdullah bin Haji Mohd Jaafar
osted a reception to mark the se-
O Se rve y O u r cond anniversary of national day.
N - The guest of honour at the
l I IISSIO nS a roa reception held at the High Com-
missioner’s residence was Mr
Goh Chok Tong, First Deputy

Prime Minister and Defence
Minister of Singapore.

In Singapore.....

Among those who attended was
Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Wijaya
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Abdul
Aziz, Education and Health
Minister of Brunei Darussalam.

His Excellency. Dato Paduka Haji Abdullah
bin Haji Mohd. Jaafar, Brunei Darussalam
High Commissioner to Singapore (centre)
with the guest of honour, Mr Goh Chok
Tong. First Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister of Singapore (left). On
the right is Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Wijaya
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Abdul Aziz

Education and Health Minister of Brunei

Darussalam

In Thailand.....

T he Brunei Darussalam High
Commissioner in Bangkok
was honoured by the prescence of
The Right Honourable Prem Tin-
sulanonda, the Thai Prime
Minister who was guest-of-honour
at a reception held to mark
(Il&;'unel Darussalam s national
y

Brunei Darussalam’s Am-
bassador to Thailand, His Ex-
cellency Dato Paduka Hamid
Jaafar was also able to receive
The Bxﬁg!; Hpnourab - Mr
Bhich uty Prime

ster ‘e recep on held on
ngbruaryl% 1986 atva eafmg

Brunei High Commissioner to Thailand, His Excellency Dato Paduka Hamid Jaafar (left) with
ﬂlj)‘ »ﬁnfliw ommuni ~ The Right Honourable Mr Prem Tinsulanonda, Thailand's Prime Minister. Standing nexts to
angrox el;e 3130 present - the Thai Premier is the US Ambassador to Thailand His Excellency Sir William A. Brown.

e
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His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Brunei Darussalam tries his hand at some
gunnery during the military exercise code-named ‘Nekad Murni’

““Nekad Murni”’ exercise
has royal combatant

Earlier, His Majesty’s father

H is Majesty Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Wad-
daulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan Negara Brunei Darus-
salam last month visited the
scene of a military exercise that
ended on March 11, 1986.

Dressed in battle fatigues the
~ 39-year-old monarch, who is

| is Majesty Sultan Hassanal

. Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Wad-
Sultan and Yang Di-
egara Brunei Darus-
condelence message
ellency Mr Wee Kim
ee, The President of The
‘Republic of Singapore on the
tragic event of the Hotel New
World. His message read,

“It is with deepest sorrow that I
learned of the tragic collapse of

graduate of the Royal Sandhurst
Military Academy in Britain has
always had an interest in militar
matters, took part in the moc
battle staged during the training.
The exercise code-named
‘Nekad Murni’ was one of the
most extensive ever had in the
country and involved every unit of
the Royal Brunei Armed Forces.

the New World hotel and of the
loss of lives and injuries suffered
by the victims of the disaster. I
wish to convey to Your Excellen-
cy my sincere condolences to the
bereaved families those who have
geertl affected by the tragic inci-
ent”.

In his capacity as Prime
Minister of Brunel Darussalam
His Ma}'f:éy sent similar message
to Mr Kuan Yew, the Prime
Minister of the Republic of

Kebawah Duli (Yang Maha
Mulia) Maulana Paduka Seri
Begawan Sultan General Sir
Muda Omar Ali Saifuddien Saadul
Khairi Waddien, who is also the
country’s Defence Minister
visited the venue of the exercise,
which was covered several
districts of the country.

'Condolence messages to Singapore —

Singapore. His message read,

“I am deeply saddened to hear
of the tra%lc oss life and of the in-
Juries suffered by the victims.

On. behalf of the government
and the {)eop]e of Brunei Darus-
salam, wish to extend my
deepest sympathy to you and to
people of the Republic of Singa-
pore and to the bereaved families
of those who have been affected
by the disaster.’
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25-month

treatment for
drug addicts

Drug addicts caught by the
authorities are either put
through court prosecution or are
entered for a 25-month supervi-
sion by medical experts and
social workers. Sometimes they
are committed to medical atten-
tion on termination of the judicial
procedures.

The addicts on the programme
have to sign a contract to stay at
an institution for one month to
undergo an intensive course and
thereafter submit to a 24-month
follow-up period.

" Over the last two years the
number of cases referred to the
Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha
Hospital, for treatment has drop-
ped. A spokesman for the govern-
ment said that it was probably the
ffect of a drug-screening cam-
paign carried out in schools which

- Ea
a3

Narco dogs

e from page 2

- Two of the dogs, Sham and
Raki, after about eight months at
raining, are regulars on the
ventive team at Brunei
salam’s international air-
eight kilometres from Ban-
eri Begawan. They will pick-
ts of a wide range of illegal
5 including the more com-
heroin, morphine, cannabis

s of the same
are trained

greatly discouraged the number
of would-be experimenters.

The patients are given neuro-
electro therapy, otherwise known
as NET, which is a non-drug bas-
ed treatment that has been effec-
tive in reducing the craving for
opiates and other related
substances. It is also said to help
in detoxification of the addict and
modify the withdrawal symp-
toms.

The aim of the treatment is to
change the lifestyle of the addict
as well as alter their thinking.

During the course of the inten-
sive treatment the employers of
the addicts in all cases have
cooperated and allowed the
addicts to retain their job.

Those under treatment, which
at present is administered by the
sovernr_nent hospital, also have to

lo physical exercises and medita-
tion based on Gestalt theory. They
are given psychotherapic and
religious counselling and any
other medical ailments they
might have is also attended to.

On leaving hospital they initial-
ly have to report in thrice a week
for drug screening but the fre-
quency tapers off towards the end
of the 24-month follow-up period.

The addicts’ families are also
given advice on the care and
management of the rehabilitated

addicts.

A spokesman for the treatment
programme described the suc-
cess rate as ‘very good comparing
with relapse rates known
elsewhere’.

~ cessful Heads
n%ggting last year at Nassau.

Commonwealth Day

message
from Queen Elizabeth

In conjunction with Com-
monwealth Day which fell on
March 10, 1986, Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II, Head of the
Commonwealth issued a message
which is reproduced below in full.

W ith the approach of my 60th
birthday this year, I have

been reflecting on the changes

which have taken place in the

Commonwealth during the thirty-

{({)ur ears in which [ have been its
ead.

I have now visited all the in-
dependent countries of the Com-
monwealth and I have watched
and welcomed its growth into a
group of forty-nine nations spread
over every continent and ocean
and containing a quarter of the
world’s population. Each country
chooses to belong, because it
believes that the Commonwealth
has a valuable part to play in the

. world. The importance of its role

was clearly shown at the suc-
of Government

My thoughts are often with the
nations of young people who make
up more than half the Com-
monwealth, especially on this
Commonwealth Day. They
deserve all the help and all the op-
portunities we can give them.

I have a message for them, and
it is this. I have seen everywhere
the eagerness and sense of adven-
ture you all share. I have been
touched by your courage and your
sympathy for those in need, and
by your capacity for friendship. I
ask you now to take every chance
to get to know more about the peo-
ple of other Commonwealth coun-
tries, and to meet them and help
them whenever you can. Together
you can not only strengthen the
spirit of the Commonwealth itself,
but also contribute, by showing
goodwill, tolerance and under-
standing, to the easing of world
tensions which threaten all
peoples. Between us we can help
to ensure that we may overcome
hardship and poverty and live
together in peace and freedom.




At the ASEAN - Aussie talks

M r Lim Jock Seng, Brunei
Darussalam’s ASEAN
Director and the country’s envoy
to New Zealand was among the 35
delegates from ASEAN who at-
tended the 10th ASEAN-Australia
forum at Broadbeach, Queens-

land in Australia on February 23,
1986.

At the forum, Mr Bill Hayden,
Australian Foreign Minister said
that ASEAN member countries
formed a significant part of ‘‘this

£

Mr Bill Hayden, left, speaks with His Excellency Mr Lim Jock Seng (in light suit). Also in the picture, at right, His Excellency Mohd. Yusof
Hitam, leader of the Malaysian delegation. In the background is Mr Wisber Loeis, head of the Indonesian delegation.

economically dynamic region”.

The forum is the senior con-
sultative body of officials dealing
with ASEAN-Australia relations.
The agenda included trade,
economic cooperation and
development assistance.

Cargo volume drops

| 1985 1984 %
Muara 698,000 793,000 — 12

| Kuala Belait 94,000 56,000 + 68
Airport 2,675 2,953 -9
Total 794,675 851,953 - 7

" Volume of cargo handled by ports in Brunei Darussalam

 slight drop was recorded in

LA the volume of cargo handled
by the ports in Brunei Darus-
salam last year.

The country’s main port at
Muara showed a drop of about 12
percent compared to 1984. Last
&r Muara port handled about
698,000 tonnes.

However at Kuala Belait port,
some 107 kilometres southeast of
the cagltal,_ there was a 68 percent
Jump
cargo last year over the previous
year. This was due to a greater
demand for building materials in-
cmdmaﬁs housing and road
materials.

Brunei International Airport

In the volume of incoming .

All figures in tonnes

also recorded a drop in incomin
freight. While 2,953 tonnes passe%
t.hrou%h in 1984 only 2,675 tonnes
were handled in 1985 - a nine per-
cent drop.

Overall there was a drop in
cargo entering the country. This
could be related to reduced con-
struction work as the bulk of the
imports were building materials.
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H is Majesty Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Wad-
daulah Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan Negara Brunei Darus-
salam granted an audience to The
Honourable Sir Joh Bjelke-
Peterson, Prime Minister of
Queensland, Australia at the
Nurul Iman Palace in Bandar
Seri Begawan on March 24, 1986.

Sir Joh Bjelke-Peterson and
delegation were in Brunei
Daytljssalam for a familiarisation
visit.

While in the country for three
days, the delegation met with
members of the state cabinet and
toured several places of interest.

The Honourable Sir Joh Bjelke-
Peterson has been Premier of
Queensland since 1968.

-

b

- Pakistan
- National

et

Day

f'he Pakistani Embassy in
. Brunei Darussalam last

‘month held a reception to mark
its National Day which falls on
March 23, 1986.

 The function was celebrated the

following day at the Hassanal
Bolkiah National Stadium in the

capital, Bandar Seri Begawan.

- Brunei Darussalam’s Law cum
~ommunications Minister,

S Vs 10

- R

Nurul Iman audience
for Queensland Premier

His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
Negara Brunei Darussalam (right) meets His Excellency the Honourable Sir Joh Bijelke-
Peterson, Prime Minister of Queensland, Australia at the Nurul Iman Palace

Pengiran Laila Kanun Diraja
Pengiran Bahrin bin Pengiran
Haji Abbas was the guest of
honour at the function.

There are more than 100
Pakistani nationals in the country
working in the public service as
technical teachers and in
business.

Hussain, chats with Pengiran Laila Kanun Diraja Pengiran
f honour at the Pakistan National Day reception in Ban-

US citizen group
drops In

An eight-strong delegation
from the World Affairs Coun-
cil of North California in the
United States visited Brunei
Darussalam for three days begin-

ning on March 9, 1986.

The delegation led by Mr Fran-
cis Underhill, a former US Am-
bassador to Malaysia heard brief-
ings on education, the economy
and also met officials of the
Foreign Affairs Ministry. At a
dinner hosted by the US Embassy
they meet prominent Bruneians.

The World Affairs Council,
which is a non-profit organisation,
has about 5000 members in-
terested in international affairs.
This year the council focussed its
interest on ASEAN. The group
which visited Brunei Darussalam
had been travelling for about one
month on an itinerary that
covered Indonesia, Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand and Burma.

A spokesman for the group
described their visit to Brunei
Darussalam as ‘a new and unique
experience’.




Dato Seri Paduka, Sir Denys Roberts, Chief Justice of Brunei Darussalam inspects an honour guard at the opening of the country’s legal year.

Chief Justice tells local bar
‘maintain high standards’

he legal year opened on
March 17, 1986 with the obser-
vation by the Chief Justice that
the volume of work in the courts
‘remained at a substantial level’.

Dato Seri Paduka Sir Denys
Roberts, the Chief Justice speak-
ing after inspecting a honour
E\aard outside the court house said

t there was a growth in the
number of civil and criminal
cases.

He thanked the Attorney-
General’s office on the production
of the new edition of the Laws of
Brunei Darussalam which came
into effect on January 1, this year.

The Chief Justice also sug-
gested that lawyers resident In

e state establish a body to in-
vesftmgglt: complaints against
members of the legal profession
so as to maintain the ‘high stan-
dards which Brunei Darussalam
e of its lawyers’.

n his response Pengiran Laila
] @aja Pengiran Bahrin

L ie

bin Pengiran Haji Abas, the
Attorney-General said that 1986
marked the 23rd year of the ex-
istence of the Supreme Courts of
Brunei Darussalam after the dis-
solution of the joint High Court of
Brunei, Sarawak and North
Borneo in 1963.

Pengiran Bahrin, who is also
the country’s Law and Com-
munications Minister referred to
the long standing arrangement
under which British judges in
Hong Kong are made available
for zépui)ointment by His Majesty
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
Negara Brunei Darussalam as
His Majesty’s comissioners of the
supreme court.

‘When appointed and carrying
out their functions as such, the
{'\ldxdges owe their allegiance to His

ajesty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan Negara Brunei Darus-
salam and administer the laws of
Brunei according to the usages of
this country’, he added.

He said that the government

was appreciative of the arrange-
ment ‘which ensures the main-
tenance of a high standard of effi-
ciency, expertise, impartiality
and independence’.

On the problem of drug abuse
the Attorney General said that the
mandatory death penalty for traf-
ficking oftences found in the laws
of neighbouring were already pro-
vided for under recently enacted
Brunei Darussalam law. The
death penalty was also man-
datory for the unlawful possession
of firearms irrespective of the
motive for possession.

Addressing the opening
ceremony on behalf of lawyers,
Mr Y Y Chin a prominent and long
standing member of the local bar
pledged full supgort and coopera-
tion to the bench and the
{'udiciary. Mr Chin also said that
he profession would observe the
‘highest standards of professional
integrity,competence and dedica-
tion so as to command and main-
tain the confidence and trust of
the public and society.
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Her Majesty Raja Isteri graces
Day

Banglad

Her Majesty Rafa Isteri
Pengiran Anak Saleha grac-
ed a cultural show and exhibition
held on March 28, 1986 to
celebrate Bangladesh’s 15th na-
tional day.

- Her Majesty who arrived

togther with Her Royal Highness
Pengiran Isteri Ha_]ﬂ'ah Mariam
‘and other members of royalty saw
_tableau depicting saris and
ner costumes from various
ts of Bangladesh modelled by
S nationals in Brunei Darus-

nong those who attended the
t were wives from the
matic community, the state
[ and senior government of-

‘. 1:«lay;s earlier the Bangla-
overnment hosted a recep-
‘mark the same occassion.

in Orang Kaya Setia
awan Dato Seri Setia Awang
Rahman bin Dato Seri Setia
"Mohd Taib Brunei

esh National
celebrations

Her Majesty Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha views an exhibition of textiles held in conjunc-
tion with Bangladesh’s National Day

Minister was the guest of honour
at the reception held at the Royal
Brunei Polo Club near Bandar
Seri Begawan.

There are about 800 Bangladesh
nationals in the country that work

?s] d};rofessionals and in other
ields.

haji sharbini bin taha

visiting Belgian trade
. mission, led by His Royal

s Crown Prince Albert,
fimistic views on the

Belgian mission optimistic
of forging new trade ties

who was in the delegation, said
that the mission hoped to meet
Bruneian businessmen in Bel-
ium. He added that the Trade
ommissioner at the Belgian Em-

bassy in Singapore would pay
rgfufar visits to Brunei Darus-
salam in future.

nership’ between his country and
Brunei Darussalam.

Belgium also offered to train
~ public sector manpower in
| engiléleering and port manage-

ment.

er, HRH Prince Albert

. Belgium was ‘eager to
economic relations
gional economic en-
5 ASEAN of which
n was a mem-
escribed the
opment plan W
ng friend- Mr Etienne Knoops
' Belgian Foreign Trade Minister

financial and commercial part-




HRH Princess Masna
officially opens new
International School

he International School in  from Australia. Classes were held
Brunei Darussalam last in buildings loaned by the govern-
month had their new $2 million ment. Today it has nearlr 500
ﬁremlls}eﬁs (})lfrt;lcialll)y ggﬁnegie byPHer students of about 26 nationalities
.oyal Highness Paduka Seri Pen- TN 3
giran Anak Puteri Masna, a sister mg,?“‘;cifo(ﬁbsﬁgﬁﬁiyi” itgs"vﬁﬁ';_
of His Majesty the Sultan and  yicylum is geared toward the
Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Brunei  British education system and

Darussalam. repares children to Grade Seven
evel. The social studies cur-

The International School start- riculum however is based on
ed some 10 years back, when it Bruneian study material. The
provided education using corres- country’s official language,

pondence learning materials Malay is also taught as a subject.

Artist Bapak Basoeki (in beret) escorts Pengiran Laila Kanun Diraja Pengirna Bahrin bin
Pengiran Haji Abas, the Law cum Communication Minister when he visited the exhibition. At
left, is Awang Haji Metussin bin Omar, the Director of Brunei Museum.

Indonesian artist
well received

/ rt lovers in Brunei Darus— of world personalities including
thusiastically those of His Majesty Sultan

trooped S enth“s;ﬁ?’ibx onby  Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzadd
ed in to see an exhibition by ssa ia u’izzaddin
ndonesiar ak B: Ag Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-

Pertuan Negara Brunei Darus-
salam, the Heads of State in the
Netherlands, Thailand and

4-' 3
ore —

He is widely known among ar-  tions
ists in the region for his portraits  pea

R A R B Py S A L

RBAF
Airwing
under new
commander

b

Lieutenant-Colonel Dato Seri Laila Jasa
Jocklin bin Kong Paw

T he Airwing of the Royal
Brunei Armed Forces came
under a new commanding officer
beginning March 27, 1986.

Lieutenant - Colonel Dato Seri
Laila Jasa Jocklin bin Kong Paw,
42, who was formerly Deputy
Commander of the Airwing took
over from Lieutenant - Colonel
Pengiran Dato Seri Laila Jasa
Abidin bin Pengiran Ahmad.

The new commander officer
began his military career as an of-
ficer cadet in 1965. He has attend-
ed several courses abroad in-
cluding one at the Advanced Staff
College in Bracknell in Britain.

Brunei Malay
in @ minute

Each month in Brunei Darus-
salam we introduce readers to
common Malay words as used in
this country. This month the word
selected is ayung.

Ayung means to feel giddy or
nauseatic or suffer from motion
sickness as a result of being in a
crowded room or long travel in a
car, ship or aircraft.

The old man felt nauseatic after
travelling from Kuala Belait to
Bandar Seri Begawan.

Orang tua itu merasa ayung
selepas perjalanan jauh dari
Kuala Belait ke Bandar Seri
Begawan.

10
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Tony Luttrell (in dark shorts) emphasising some finer points of the game.

courtesy of the borneo bulletin

Don’t play
for love:
coach

ennis buffs in Brunei

Darussalam were given op-
Bortumty to upgrade their skills
y two visiting tennis coaches
from Perth, Australia.

The coaches, Keith Beﬁley and
Tony Lutrell held a three-day
clinic in to the country late
February for staff of the Welfare,
Youth and Sg)orts Department and

members of the Brunei Tennis
Club.
They were in Brunei

Darussalam after coaching stint
in Singapore for the republic’s
Davis Cup team.

The Aussies who are full-time
tennis coaches gained experience
as players on tennis circuits
around the world.

'n annual International
six-a-side hockey tourna-
attracted 43 teams from
i Darussalam, Singapore
he neighbouring Malaysian
of Sabah and Sarawak.

e tournament was held early
nonth with the men’s title go-
Khalsa Miri team. The La-
Hockey Association ‘A’
from Sabah became the
s champion.

three-d:g tournament was
nised by the Panaga Club in
lait district, a recreation
for the staff of the Brunei
roup of companies.

Your turn

next issue of Brunei
am will appear dur-
t week of May

Six-a-side hockey tournam

a7 ; :': 4 ,“y o B

ent attracts 43 teams

The Labuan Hockey Association ‘A’ team which were the ladies champions.

Book gift from Indonesia

is Excellency Professor Dr

Haji Fuad Hassan, the In-
donesian Education and Culture
Minister was in Brunei
Darussalam for an official visit on
March, 19, 1986.

While in the country, the
minister and delegation visited the
University of Brunei Darussalam
presented sixty volumes of

ty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan Negara
Brunei Darussalam at the Nurul
Iman Palace in Bandar Seri
Begawan.

He was also received by His
Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul
Himmah Wal Waqar Pengiran
Muda Mohamed Bolkiah, the
Foreign Affairs Minister.

Earlier, the minister held a
meeting with his counterpart,
Pehin Orang Kaya Laila WlLa({a
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Abdul
Aziz, the Brunei Darussalam

Education and Health Minister.
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A kudok-kudek shrub: Inset: close-up of kudok-kudok flower

Garden
pharmacy

he Singapore Rhododendron,

despite its name is dis-
tributed far and wide from India
to Australia growing readily in
the acidic soil that cover parts of
Brunei Darussalam.

This woody shrub, scientific
name Melastoma malabath-
ricum, is known locally as kudok-
kudok is seldom cultivated as a
garden plant but commands a
position in the oral phar-
macopoeia of Brunei Darus-
salam’s folk medicine.

Almost every part of the plant
appears to have some use. The
shortlived purple flowers are
powdered and sprinkled over
wounds and the healing pocks of
small-pox to prevent marking.

The roots can also be used as
the flowers but are better known
for making a mouth wash for
toothache and for dabbing on the
sore places of thrush in children.

Leaves and shoot ends of the
kudok-kudok are often made into
a decoction alone or in combina-
tion with fruit husks as a treat-
ment for diarrhoea.

The juice of the plant had astr-
ingent qualities and it this quality
of the plant that is exploited in its
therapeutic uses.

BRUNEI IN BRIEF

Capital City : Bandar Seri
Begawan

Landsize : 5765 sq.km

Population : 220,000 (1984)

FEBRUARY REPORT

Rainfall 113.3mm.
(annual rainfall 2,818 mm.)

PRIME LENDING RATE

April 7.5%. (quoted by
bankers’ association).
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