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His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of  Brunei
Darussalam and His
Excellency Chancellor

Dr.Helmut Kohl re-
affirming the strong bonds
between Brunei

Darussalam and the
Federal Republic of
Germany n their
speeches dunng a dinner
at the Nurul Izzah Palace
held in the German
leader's honour. (More
pctures on page 3).

Germany invited to

participate

in Sultanate’s nationbuilding

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
has called on the German Government
and German privale sector companics
to participate in the Sultanate’s infra-
structure development and economic
diversification.

*“These priorities have been recently
set out in our 7th National Develop-
ment Plan, 1996-2000. In this regard,
the initialling of our Investment A gree-

ment will promote more investment on
both sides,” stressed His Majesty in his
address at a dinner he hosted in hon-
our of the official visit of Chancellor
Dr. Helmut Kohl of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany at the Istana Nurul
Izzah, on 1 May.

Bilateral Investment Treaty
The initialling of the Bilateral In-

vestment Treaty concerning the En-
couragement and Reciprocal Protection

of Foreign Investment between Brunei
Darussalam and the Federal Republic
of Germany was held earlicr in the day.
His Majesty’s Government was repre-
sented by Dato Paduka Haji Yakub,
thc Permanent Secretary of the Finance
Ministry, whilc His Excellency Ingmar
Brentle, the republic’s Ambassador to
Brunci Darussalam signed for his
country.
According to a press rclease issucd
by the Finance Ministry, the agrecment
* Continued on page 2
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« From page one

(Germany invited to participate

in Sultanate's nationbuilding)

was reached during carly discussions
held in Bandar Seri Begawan in March
and in Bonn in April this year.

The press release added that the
initialling of the agreement is aimed
at providing protection on investment,
and giving favourable and profitable
investment returns.

MOU between Brunei-German
private sectors

In his address. His Majesty also
spoke about the signing of a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) be-
tween the two countries’ private sec-
tors which will encourage business
people to consider joint ventures in the
East ASEAN Economic Growth Area.
“We are ready to enter into partner-
ship with German businessmen in de-
veloping this vast area,” the ruler
pointed.

The MOU was also signed on 1
May. It is aimed at fostering friend-
ship and understanding between the
business communities who feel the
need to intensify cooperation and fa-
cilitate continuous interaction between
them on private initiative so as to
increase the two countries’ trade and
economic cooperation.

Therefore, the National Chamber
of Commerce and Industry of Brunei
Darussalam which signed on behalf of
the country’s private sector and the
Association of German Chamber of
Industry and Commerce representing
the republic’s private sector, have
agreed to carry out promotional activi-
ties for business cooperation, trade,
investment, technology transfer,
services and other industrial sectors.

His Majesty also highlighted other
areas of cooperation. These include in
education and technical training in
which Germany has the expertise.

“For this reason, Brunei
Darussalam hopes to send more stu-
dents to Germany to learn from your
industrial experience. Such efforts will
also help to promote more people-to-
people contacts,” said His Majesty.

Earlier in his address, His Majesty
noted Germany’s long recognition of
Asia as an important economic area
for investment which is now in a pe-

nod of dynamic growth.

His Majcsty said: “This needs Eu-
ropean investment, trade and technol-
ogy. At the same time, Asia’s cxpand-
ing markets and rising incomes offer
Europe boundless opportunities.”

The monarch further pointed that
the inaugural Asia Europe Meeting
(ASEM) in Bangkok last year brought
the Heads of Government of the EU
member states, ASEAN, China, Japan
and South Korea together and laid the
foundations for regular interaction
that will build strong ties between the
two regions.

As ASEM members, said His Maj-
esty, Germany and Brunci Darussalam
could strengthen bilateral ties and en-
hance cooperation. Overall, the mon-
arch added, German-Brunei
Darussalam relations are good and
harmonious, and the bilateral trade
has showna significant increase since
the 1980s.

In his reply, Chancellor Dr.
Helmut Kohl, among others, stressed
that since diplomatic relations were
established in 1984, the two countries
have successfully cooperated in a spirit
of mutual trust, both bilaterally and
in the multilateral context.

He added that the cooperation
could be intensified and further de-
veloped in many areas. “Therefore.”
he said, “I very much welcome the
conclusion today of an investment
promotion and protection treaty. This
sets a positive signal for the future.”

Speaking on efforts towards
strengthening relations between Asia
and Europe, the German leader said
that the European-Asian Summit
Meeting (ASEM) in Bangkok was an
important forum on the road to this
common goal. The results of this sum-
mit and also of the meeting of our for-
eign ministers in Singapore in Febru-
ary this year were a major step for-
ward.

The Chancellor pointed that a
long-term partnership between Eu-
rope and Asia based on trust is indis-
pensable.

“We should therefore commit our-
selves to an open and comprehensive
exchange between the cultures in both
regions. In this way we can learn from
one another and use the creative power

* Continued on page 5
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His Excellency Dr.Helmut
Kohl of the German Federal
Republic said that the newly-
signed Brunei Darussalam -
Germany Bilateral
Investment Treaty sets a
positive signal for future
cooperation between the two
countries.

The German leader's itinerary dun'r;g his state visit to
Brunei Darussalam included a cruise around Brunei
Darussalam's scenic 400-year o{d Kampong Ayer or
Water Village Settlement, which is home to nearly 30
thousand residents. For this, he boarde?’ a luxury
cruise vessel, accompanied by Brunei's Deputy
Home Affairs Minister, Dato Paduka Awang Haji

Abidin Rashid.

|

His Excellency Dr.Helmut Kohl and His Royal Highness Prince Mohamed Bolkiah receive
the salute during an honour guard at the Brunei international airport upon the German
leader's arrival in Bandar Seri Begawan, followed by an inspection of the honour guard
contingent by Chancellor Kohl, left and above.
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Right: The controller of
Immigration and National
Registration, Awang Haji
Adnan briefs His Majesty on
various aspects of the
department, while an official of
the Labour Department does
lkewise as His Majesty toured
the two departments. The
Commussioner of the Labour
Department, Dato paduka
Awang Haji Abdul Aziz
Mohammad, slightly to the
ruler's right, also listens
closely, picture at centre.

Monarch
continues
visits to
ministries
and
government

departments

This time to the
Departments of
[abour and

Immigration

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has always ensured that
his government runs smoothly, effec-
tively and efficiently. This is evidenced
by the monarch going on a series of
visits to ministries and government de-
partments with the most recent being
to the Immigration and Labour De-

* Continued on page 5

Right: The ruler
takes a close
look at one of
the counters
while touring the
Department of
Immigration and
National
Registration,
and the
Department of
Labour, which
are housed in
the same
building.

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM /31 MAY 1997



«From page 4

(Monarch continues visits to ministeries
and government departments.)

partments under the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

The visit came six weeks after the
ruler took a first hand look at the Min-
istry of Communications and the six
departments under it.

During his latest visiton 28 April,
His Majesty was welcomed by the
Special Adviser to His Majesty in the
Prime Minister’s Office and the Home
Affairs Minister, Yang Berhormat
Pchin Orang Kaya Laila Setia Bakti
Diraja Dato Laila Utama Haji Awang
Isa.

Dato Paduka Awang Haji Omar,
the Permanent Secretary ol the Home
Affairs Ministry briefed the ruler on
the structure of the ministry and its de-
partments. The departments under the
ministry comprise the Brunei-Muara
District Office. Belait District Office,
Tutong District Office and Temburong
District Office as well as the munici-
pal boards in the respective districts,
and the Departments of Labour, Im-
migration and National Registration,
Prisons, and Fire Services.

After the briefing, His Majesty
asked various questions on matters
pertaining to the ministry and depart-
ments under it, including problems
faced by members of the public.

The monarch then went on to view
an exhibition on immigration-related
offences and laws.

The department, His Majesty
heard, among other things, plans to in-
troduce a ‘High Security Longlife Na-
tional Identity Card,” based on the
technology that has been widely used
in Europe and other Western countries.
The card is difficult to forge and will
come in a smaller size, similar to credit
cards. Also exhibited were forged pass-
ports.

His Majesty then took a close look
at the Labour Department, a govern-
ment agency which among others is
responsible on matters relating to the
entry of foreign workers to the Sultan-
ate. According to the department’s sta-
tistic, there are more than sixty thou-
sand registered foreign workers in the
country, engaged as construction work-
ers, domestic helpers, nurses, teach-

ers and others.

Above: The ruler listening
closely to an officer dunng
his tours of the
Department of Immigration
and National Registration
and to the Department of
Labour, which followed a
welcoming address earlier
by the Special Adviser to
His Majesty in the Prime
Minister's Office and
Home Affairs Minister,
Yang Berhormat Pehin
Orang kaya Laila Setia
Bakti Diraja Dato Laila
Utama Haji Awang Isa,
nght, under whose ministry
the two departments are
placed.

» From page 2
(Germany invited to participate
in Sultanate's nationbuilding)

of cultural diversity for the good
of mankind.” he said.

“The Federal Government has al-
ready made clear in its 1993 Concept
on Asia that Asia is a focal point of
German foreign policy,” stressed
Chancellor Kohl.

He said in this framework, the
strengthening and deepening of a part-
nership based on dialogue takes on a
central importance which must include
aspects of securing pcace, political and
social development, free trade, the en-
vironment and culture.

Chancellor Kohl was leading a

more than seventy-member delegation.
He was officially welcomed at the Bru-
nei International Airport at the start
ofl the visit on 30 April by His Royal
Highness Princc Mohamed Bolkiah,
the Foreign Affairs Minister. At the
airport he inspected a guard of hon-
our mounted by the Royal Brunci
Armed Forces personnel.

The Chancellor’s delegation in-
cluded the Federal Minister of Educa-
tion, Science, Research and Technol-
ogy. Dr. Jurgen Ruttgers; the State
Minister at the Federal Chancellory,
Herr Anton Pfeifer; senior officials and
mcmbers of the private scctors.

* Continued on page 8
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Left: His Majesty The Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam and the
Minister of Industry and
Primary Resources, Yang
Berhormat Pehin Orang
Kaya Setia Pahlawan Dato
Ser Setia Awang Haji Abdul
Rahman listening to a briefing
during the ruler’s tour of the
ministry. Below: With keen
interest and in  full
concentration the ruler looks
at the wood composition of a
native tree amplified by a
sophisticated microscope.

On to the
Ministry of
Industry and
Primary
Resources

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam has continued to observe

and ensure the smooth running of his govern-
ment: and the Ministry of Industry and Primary Be(’;’/‘:",’ left: M;’ e briefing on the development and progress of the Ministry of Industry

> and Primary Resources, in particular forestry, by the Director of F. A Hayji
Resources (MIPR) was the latest to come un ! _ Ty, by irector of Forestry, Awang Haji
ey ( ) Abaul Rahman Haji Chuchu. Below right, the ruler gets a briefing on the development

der his attention. of tourism by the Director of the Industrial andTourism Promotion Unit of the Ministry
* Continued on page 7 of Industry and Primary Resources, Pengiran Haji Ismail Pengiran Haji Mohammad.
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His Majesty The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam converses with
the Commander of the Royal
Malaysian Land Forces.
General Dato' Sen Che Md.
Noor. to whom the ruler
granted an audience at Istana
Nurul Iman on 3 May.

Monarch grants audience to Malaysian
Land Forces Commander

1s Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has granted an audience
to the wvisiting Commander of the
Royal Malaysian Land Forces, General

Dato’ Seri1 Che Md. Noor, at the Istana
Nurul Iman on 3 May.

The commander who will soon re-
tire from his service, visited the Sul-
tanate to enhance the exisiting rela-
tionship between the Royal Brunci

Armed Forces and the Royal
Malaysian Armed Forces.

During the farcwell audience with
His Majesty, the General was accom-
panied by the Malaysian High Com-
missioner 1o Brunei Darussalam, His
Exccllency Haji Salim bin Hashim.

» From page 6

(On to the Ministry of Industry
and Primary Resources)

During the visit on 29 April, His
Majesty heard a welcoming remark by
the Minister of Indusiry and Primary
Resources, Yang Berhormat Pehin
Orang Kaya Setia Pahlawan Dato Seri
Setia Haji Awang Abdul Rahman.

Pehin Dato Haji Awang Abdul
Rahman spoke on the importance for
anurgent creation of competitive in-
dustrial and investment environment
in the country. He said that this 1$ a
priority towards achieving the Sultan-
ate’s aspiration to diversify the
economy and become less dependent
on oil and gas.

Progress towards this end does not
only depend on internal factors, but
more on external influences such as
the global economic condition and

competition with other countries in
order to attract investment.

The minister added that the en-
hancement of competition also re-
quires many specialities 1ncluding
promotiondrive, international and re-
gional cooperation, provision of basic
infrastructure, sectoral specialisation
on the industries that are to be devel-
oped and supporting administrative
Services.

The main factor for its cffective-
ness, however, depended on an ad-
equate manpower resource in terms of
numbers and knowledge, in which the
ministry 1s still experiencing some
shortages, the minister said.

Policies of MIPR since its
formation in 1989

Pehin Dato Haji Awang Abdul
Rahman also outlined the policies of

the Ministry of Industry and Primary
Resources since its formation on |
January 1989,

These include an open policy to at-
tract direct foreign investment; devel-
oping the existing non-oil industries;
encouragement of new industries both
for home markets and export markets;
promotion of food manufacturing and
production; and promoting industries
based on domestic primary resources.

Strategy towards creating
competitive industry and
investment

The minister highlighted that all
industrial activitics necd competitive-
ncss. Such a climate is nceded by lo-
cal industry and investment, but more
important is dircct foreign investment

» Continued on page 16
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» From page §
(Germany invited to participate
in Sultanate's nationbuilding)

The German Chancellor was also
granted an audience by His Majesty at
the Istana Nurul Iman on 1 May, at
which the ruler stated that the visit pro-
vided an ecxcellent opportunity to
strengthen bilateral relations between
the two countries and would open up
German interest in participating in

the Sultanate’s development pro-

grammes. To this end, both leaders
agreed to enhance bilateral coopera-
tion especially in trade and investment.

The two lcaders also exchanged
views on the latest regional develop-
ments in Asia and Europe.

MOU on oil refinery

Brunei Darussalam and the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany also signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) on the proposed project “Fully
Catalytic Cracking Export Oil Refin-
ery,” involving the Brunei Oil and Gas
Authority and the IAB Consortium.

The MOU recorded the under-
standing reached between the two par-
ties on their carrying out economic fea-
sibility study, the establishment of a
fully catalytic refinery with a capacity
of 120,000 barrels per day.

The memorandum further provides
for the involvement of Bruneians in
all stages of the designing and devel-
opment of the refinery as well as the
transfer of German technology-know-
how to Brunei Darussalam.

The export-oriented refinery, when
realised, will place Brunei Darussalam
on the map as an exporter of value-
added petroleum products instead of
merely a crude oil exporter.

Signing on behalf of the Brunei
Oil and Gas Authority was Dato
Paduka Haji Selamat, the Deputy Min-
ister of Finance while Prof. Dr. Jean-
Pol G Delhougne and Mr. Franz
Vierbucher signed on behalf of 1AB
Consortium

The President of the National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Brunei
Darussalam, Awang Haji Idns bin Haji Abas
and the Secretary-General of the Association -
of German Chamber of Industry and
Commerce, Dr.Franz Schoser signed a
memorandum of understanding on varnous
areas of cooperation between the private
sectors of the two countries.

The Deputy Minister of Finance, Dato Paduka Awang Haji Selamat bin HajiMunap and Professor
Dr. Jean - Pol G. Delhougne exchange documents following the signing of a memorandum of
understanding on an oil refinery project, for which they respectively signed on behalf of the
Brunei Oil and Gas Board Authority and the IAB Ingenieur and Anlagenau company. A third
party involved in the proposed project, Gorman Oil and Gas Trading (M) Sendirian Berhad was
represented by Mr. Franz Vierbucher.

Below: Putting the seal into the Brunei - German Bilateral Investment Treaty were the Permanent
Secretary of the Brunei Finance Ministry, Dato Paduka Awang Haji Yaakub bin Abu Bakar and
the German Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency Mr. Ingmar Brentle on behalf
of their countries.

R
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Changing
trends in
health and
oreater life
expectancy
call for new
strategies,
says Health

Minister

Bolh developed and developing
countries have witnessed 1m-
provements in health which have led
globally to the increase in the life ex-
pectancy of its population for the past
several decades, stated Brunel
Darusslam's Health Minister, Yang
Berhormat Dato Paduka Dr. Haji Johar
at the 50th World Health Assembly,
held in Geneva for 10 days, beginning
5 May.

However, the longer life expect-
ancy is coupled with rapid "greying"
or aging of the population, which to-
gether with changing lifestyle, have
led to an increase in the incidence of
non-communicable diseases,

The Health Minister, Dato Paduka Dr. Awang Haji Johar addresses the plenary session of the
World Health Assembly at which he pointed to the need of new strategies towards facing the
challenges of changing trends in health, and also the needs of the elderly, whose number are

on the rise due to increased life expectancy.

particulary cardiovascular diseases.
cancer and diabetes.

"These chronic conditions in many
countries, including Brunei
Darussalam are major causes of deaths,
ill-health and disability", he told a ple-
nary session of the assembly.

He said developing countries in
particular, are now cxperiencing the
'double burden’ of continuing the fight
against endemic infectious discases
and the challenges created by non-
communicable deseases and chronic
conditions.

These are challenges which require

The Health Minister, Dato Paduka Dr. Haji Johar at the head of the Brunei delegation comprising
the Deputy Director of Health, Dr. Hajjah Intan, to the minister's right and behind the minister,
Awang ldns, Head of Research and Dr. Hajjah Kalsum, Acting Assistant Director, Medical and
Health Services (Public Health).

interdependent action and solidarity
not only at local and national levels,
but also at rcgional and international
levels, he stressed.

The theme chosen for discussion
at the fifticth assembly "conquering
suffering, enriching humanity” was
most apt and very timely in view of
the suffering and social and cconomic
burden on families and socictics pre-
sented by these phenomcena, he
pointed.

Dato Paduka Dr. Awang Haji
Johar, who headed the Brunei delega-
tion to the assembly comprising the
Deputy Director of Health, Dr. Hajjah
Intan, Acting Assistant Director of
Medical and Health Services (Public
Health), Dr. Hajjah Kalsom and Head
of Research, Awang Idris, stressed that
the realities of the demographic trends,
greater longevity, economic progress
and behavioural changes can no longer
be ignored, and that efforts to develop
and implement more innovative and
lasting solutions are needed.

According to the minister, in the
Pacific region, national and regional
strategies for health are being directed
towards the themes: preparation for
life, protection for life and quality of
life in later years - these being the com-
position of a vision "New horizons in
health" initiated by a senior WHO
(World Health Organisation) official.

» Continued on page 12
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More
Muslim
converts
get
assistance —
from SHHB ...

(Maore Muslim converts get assistance from

F oun d ati on SHIIB Foundation)

During his visis 1o other villag

2 ]
=
|

nnce Hap Sufl ah (behin are greeted on arnval by helicopter at one of the country’s remotest Belail ~”“’_T utong districts the ‘-:'- L
vilages - Kampong Merangking in Belaift distnct at the start of the ruler’s wisit o the intenors. There, His esty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pert
Majesty presented the keys of new houses o two familes who had converted to Islam, below. Botfom of
page  One of three conversio, took place in the ruler’s presence dunng his day-long

Darussalam witnessed more residents i the
districts converting to Islam

visit to the inlernors, w

P mbracing the Islamic faith 1s on the steady increase. The ceremony in Belait districl was conducied
s .—;LJML ]’-""'x ey R - Thc Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah (Sul by the ‘Smlc Mufli in which the head n! Mukim
- jb = Lk }L'L oy g lan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Foundation) has con- Bukit Sawat who is also the headman of Kampong
- £ tinued to render assistance 1o Muslim converts in Merangking and his family embraced Islam
the country. The latest to benefit from such assist- Two other ceremonies took place m Tutong
ance were converts in the Belail and Tutong dis- district for a family of three in Kampong Benutan
Incts and for a family of ten in Kampong Belabau,
On 3 May, two convert familics in Belail dis- His Majesty witnessed all three ceremonics
irict and seven others in Tutong district received before ending his visits to the interiors, aimed al
the keys 1o their new houses which had been build taking a [irst hand look at the development and
under the foundation’s housing scheme. His Maj- ensuring the well-being of his subjects theren
esty Paduka Scri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal {More on page 17) AN by
Bolkiah Mu izzaddin o | } .

Waddaulah, Sulian and Yang
Di-Pertuan of  Brunei
Darussalam personally
handed the keys 1o the heads
of famihies concerned during
a ceremony held at a school
in Kampong Merangking in
the Belait district interiors.

The latest nine bring to 21
the number of houses built by
the foundation for converts -
11 were built carlier for con-
verls in Temburong district
and one other in Tutong. The
assistance in the form ol hous-
ing arc aimed at helping the
converls seltle i their new
lives as Muslims more com-
fortably.

«Continued on page 11

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM /31 MAY 1997 BRUNEI DARUSSALAM /31 MAY 1997




» From page 9
(Changing trends in health and greater life
expectancy call for new strategies, say Health

Minister)

He said these themes recognise that
what happens in earlier life has an im-
portant influence on health status in old
age.

ke multisectoral and
multidisciplinary approaches proposed
in the document are align appropriately
withWHO's priorities for action in hav-
ing an integrated, coordinated approach
to the prevention of these non-commu-
nicable diseases and chronic conditions
in all the entire life-cycle of an indi-
vidual"..

The minister also called for appro-
priate strategies to meet the needs of the
elderly who now represent a fast-grow-
ing section of the population due to
longer life expectancy.

Such strategies should include efforts
towards improving their health and their
life quality, he said.

"This will be achieved through ap-

proaches aimed at promoting healthy
lifestyles throughout life, preventing
or delaying the occurrance of non-
communicable diseases so as to max-
imise disability-free and productive
lives in older age. They must be
helped to maintain their independ-
ence and dignity to enable them to
continue to play their role as produc-
tive members of the community", he
went on.

He also spoke on the need to re-
view the mandatory retirement age
of working population, saying that
with increased longevity to age 75
years and even beyond, 55 years re-
tirement age as being practised by
many countries, is still too young for
many to retire when they can still
make valuable contribution to the
socio-economic development of their
countries.

He affirmed that as it enters the
new millennium, Brunei
Darussalam remains firmly commit-
ted to Health for All through the pri-
mary health care approach.

"We belicve the principal themes
of New Horizons In Health are in line
with this primary health care approach
as well as the six priority areas for in-
ternational action in health to improve
humanity's ability to prevent, treat, re-
habilitatc and where possible, cure
major non-communicable disecases,
and to reduce the enormous suffering
and disability that they cause", he con-
cluded.

A number of imporatant health is-
sues were discussed in the assembly,
including proposed budget for the fi-
nancial year 1998-1999, WHO Reform
in relation to renewing the health-for-
all strategy, and prevention of violence.
Reorientation of medical education
and medical practice, guidelines on the
WHO Certification Scheme on the
Quality of Pharmaceutical Products
moving in International commerce,
reproductive health, Tabacco or
Health, HIV/AIDS and sexually trans-
mitted diseases, and Control of Tropi-
cal diseases were also topics of discus-
sions at the assembly.

Brunei Darussalam -
Singapore
‘open skies’
air agreement

runei Darussalam and the Republic

of Singapore have scored a first in
the region when they signed an ‘open
skies' air agreement on 24 May.

The agreement provides for unlim-
ited number of services by airlines des-
ignated by the respective country to carry
passangers and cargo between the two
countries, as well as from destinations
prior to or beyond either country.

Signing the agreement ata ceremony
held at Singapore's Changi International
airport on behalf of the Government of
His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam was the
country's Communications Minister,
Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya

Amar Pahlawan Dato Seri Sertia
Awang Haji Zakaria, while the Re-
public of Singapore was also repre-
sented by its Minister for Commu-
nications, His Excellency Mr. Mah
Bow Tan.

The two governments hope that
the agreement will lead to a further
expansion of air services and serve
as a catalyst towards the further en-
hancement of relations between the
two countries, which are neighbours
in ASEAN.

They also hope it will bring great
benefit to businessmen especially,and
other users of air travels, through
unlimited number of services.

Brunei Darussalam
and
Slovenia
establish
diplomatic
relations

he Government of His Majesty

The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Slovenia
have established diplomatic relations,
with effect from 28 April, 1997.

The signing of the Joint Commu-
nique took place at the Office of the
Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia
in London.

Signing on behalf of the Govern-
ment of Brunei Darussalam was His
Excellency Pehin Orang Kaya Lela
Utama Dato Paduka Awang Haji Jaya
bin Abdul Latif, Brunei Darussalam's
High Commissioner to Britain, while
His Excellency Mr. Matjaz Sinkovec,
the Ambassador of the Republic of
Slovenia in London signed for his
country.
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New Brunei
envoys
appointed
and foreign
diplomats
take up
assignments in
Bandar Seri
Begawan

he Government of His Majesty The Sultan and

Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam has ap-
pointed the country’s ncw hcads of mission overscas.
namely to the United Nations Organisation in New
York, Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos.

His Majcsty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’1zzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam presented them
their letters ofappointment in a ceremony held at the
Istana Nurul Iman on 10 May.

His Excellency Pengiran Maidin bin Pengiran Haji
Hashim, Brunei Darussalam’s Ambassador to the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany has been re-assigned as the
country’s Permanent Representative to the United Na-
tions in New York.

The 46-year-old envoy, who is a graduale in ¢cco-
nomic from Hull University in the United Kingdom,
joined the diplomatic service in 1982, He has previ-
ously held various posts at the Ministry of Foreign
AfTairs before being made ambassador to Germany.

Dato Paduka Pengiran Haji Asmalce bin Pengiran

* Continued on page 15

Pictures from top to bottom: His Majesty The Sultan
and Yang di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam presents
letters of appointment to His Excellency Pengiran Dato
Paduka Haji Asmalee bin Pengiran Ahmad,
ambassador designate to Myanmar, His Excellency
Pengiran Maidin bin Pengiran Haji Hashim, who will be
Permanent Representative to the UN in New York,
Pengiran Sallehuddin bin Pengiran Haji Yusof,
ambassador designate to Cambodia, and Awang Zainid
bin Haji Sidup, ambassador designate to Laos.
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« From page 13

(New Brunei envoys appointed and foreign
diplomats take up assignments in Bandar Seri
Begawan)

Ahmad, has been appointed as Ambassador to Myanmar.
The 56-year-old diplomat has served in various posts in
the civil service, including as Director of the Welfare, Youth
and Sports Department.

Pengiran Haji Sallehuddin bin Pengiran Haji Yusof,
aged 41, will serve as the country’s Ambassador to Cam-
bodia, while 47-year-old Awang Zainidi bin Haji Sidup as
Ambassador to Laos.

On the same day, His Majesty consented to receive the
credentials of new diplomats to the Sultanate. They arc
the non-resident Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey,
His Excellency Ferhat Ataman, who is based in Kuala
Lumpur in Malaysia, Ambassador of the Republic of Mali,
His Excellency Amadou N’Diaye, who 1s based in Jakarta,
Indonesia, and Ambassador of the Republic of Panama,
His Excellency Jose Angelberto Sosa Fernandez, who 1s
based in Tokyo, Japan.

Meanwhile, on 12 May, His Majesty consented 1o re-
ceive the credentials of four other newly appointed foreign
diplomats to Brunei Darussalam. They were the non-resi-
dent Ambassador of Argentina, His Excellency Guillermo
Hector Renom, the Ambassador of the Arab Republic of
Egypt, His Excellency Ali Bahaa-Edin Al-Naggary, the
Ambassador of Finland, His Excellency Erkki Vaino Juhani
Huittinen, and the Ambassador of the Republic of Italy,
His Excellency Dr. Giuseppe Marchini Camia.

The following day, 13 May, five other non-resident
ambassadors to the country presented their credentials to
His Majesty. They were Their Excellencies Peter Ambrovic
of the Slovak Republic, Mohammed Rifat Ali Al-Ani of
the Republic of Iraq, Marek Paszuche of the Republic of
Poland, Carlos Casajuana of Spain and Soufiane Mimouni
of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria.

Opposite page, clockwise from top left. His Majesty
The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
receives the credentials of the new Panamanian
ambassador to Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency
Jose Angelberto Sosa Fernandez,His Excellency
Egyptian ambassador Ali Bahaa-Edin Al-Naggary, the
ambassador of Finland, His Excellency Erkki Vaino
Juhani Huittinen, the ambassador of Italy, His
Excellency Dr.Giuseppe Marchini Camia, Slovak's
ambassador, His Excellency Peter Ambrovic, His
Excellency ambassador Guillermo Hector Renom of
Argentina, Mali's ambassador His Excellency Amadou
N'Diaye and the Turkish ambassador, His Excellency
Ferhat Ataman.

This page from top to bottom: Other diplomats who
presented their credentials to the Brunei monarch this
month were the new Iragi ambassador, His Excellency
Mohammad Rifat Ali Al-Ani, His Excellency
ambassador Marek Paszuche of Poland, Spanish
ambassador His Excellency Carlos Casajuana and
the ambassador of Algeria, His Excellency Saufiane
Mimouni.

BRUNEI DARUSALAM / 31 MAY 1997

15



Tl 110

Bank's
50th
anniversary
dinner

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has attended a dinner
marking 50 years of the establishment
of Hongkong Bank in Brunei

Darussalam.
At attending the anniversary din-

Hohgkong

ner with the ruler were his brothers,
His Royal Highness Prince Mohamed
Bolkiah, His Royal Highness Prince
Haji Sufri Bolkiah and His Royal

Above: His Majesty The
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam at the
dinner, with the Chairman of
the Hongkong and Shanghai
Bank Comporation Holdings,
Sir William Purves seated to
his right. Their Royal
Highnesses Prince
Mohamed Bolkiah and
Prince Haji Jefri Bolkiah are
seen second from left and
extreme left respectively,
while His Royal Highness
Prince Haji Sufn Bolkiah is
seated second from right.
Left: His Majesty being
presented a souvenir by the
bank's chairman.

Highness Prince Haji Jefri Bolkiah and
senior bank officials and staff members.

It was held on 10 May at the
Jerudong Polo Club.

« From page 7

(On to the Ministry of Industry
and Primary Resources)

that is greatly needed to speed up
industrial development. This would
enable the Sultanate to compete with
other countries, which also require di-
rect foreign investment.

Towards achieving competitive-
ness, the ministry has provided an in-
centive package; infrastructure; trans-
parent law and regulations; faster and
more effective processing methods;
transparent government policies; and
financial assistance to local entrepre-
neurs.

The setting up of Semaun Holdings
Sendirian Berhad as a government cor-
porate body under the MIPR is one of
the strategies to speed up the forma-

tion of strategic industrial activities
involving foreign investment.

The minister also pointed the role
played by the private sector as an en-
gine towards a sustainable economic
growth. In this regard, the ministry has
enhanced the effort to cooperate with
the private sector to jointly work to-
gether to achieve the country’s aspira-
tion in diversifying the economy.

The long-term objective is to turn
the private sector into an engine of eco-
nomic development, while the govern-
ment acts as controller and facilitator
of such development, Pehin Dato Haji
Awang Abdul Rahman explained.

The minister went on to say that
the ministry is responsible in the pro-
motional works to woo foreign and
local investment, especially the setting
up of joint ventures between local and
foreign businessmen. Aside this, it is

also responsible for bringing in the ex-
pertise in management, technology and
wooing the foreign market for exports.

The minister added that enhancing
international economic cooperation is
a very important strategy because with
it comes the technical assistance, for-
eign investment, increased export op-
portunities, improved information net-
work, technological flow, human re-
source development and entrepreneur-
ship progress.

Special emphasis is also given to
sectoral development on areas of po-
tential towards creating supportive in-
dustries that can significantly contrib-
ute towards economic growth. These
include tourism, the development of
high value-added industries, forestry
resources and small industries based
on the by-products of such industries
as oil and gas.
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Left and right: His
Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam
presenting keys to their
new houses to two of
the heads of Musiim
convert families In
Temburong district who
received housing
assistance from the
Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Foundation
recently.

(+ From page 11)

A further nine
Muslim convert
families receive

housing assistance

he Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Foundation,

in continuing to extend its assistance (0 new
Muslim converts in the country, has yet again pro-
vided new houses built under its housing scheme to
converts in several villages in the Temburong dis-
trict.

Above: His Majesty and brother, His Royal Highness Prince Haji Sufn Bokiah
witnessing a conversion ceremony being performed by the State Muftiin which
several more residents of the district embraced the Islamic faith. Always giving
attention to the development of education, both in urban and rural areas, the
ruler made apoint to visit a village primary school to chat informally with teachers
and children, and see some of their work, below. Left: His Majesty about to
walk through a traditional arch made of palm leaves especially built to welcome
him, on the other side of which were laid out numerous handicraft products by
the local people.

» Continued on page 18
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Efforts to alleviate Sultanate’s
Malay community sought

he Minister of Culture, Youth and

Sports has called for efforts to al-
leviate the image of the Brunei Malay
community in the next century, so as
to make it more respected throughout
the world. in aspects of attitude, per-
sonality, knowledge. diligence, culture
and faith towards religion.

The Honourable Pehin Orang Kaya
Digadong Seri Lela Dato Seri Paduka
Haji Awang Hussain made the remark
shortly before he officially opened a
three-day Brunei Malay Congress of
the 21st Century held in the capital,
Bandar Seri Begawan on 4 May. It was
organised by the Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sports and conducted by the
Language and Literature Bureau aimed
at exchanging views and suggestions
in providing measures towards the de-
velopment of the Brunei Malays in fac-
ing the 21st century in various ficlds
such as politics. economy, social, reli-
gious education and culture.

The minister pointed that the con-
gress was the best venue and means to
disseminate views on such aspects, as
these will be observed from various
perspectives.

“We hope that by the next century,
we will mark the history of our resur-
gence and our glory as the people with
high spirit of competitiveness and able
to move faster in implementing the
various programmes which could help
alleviate our standards and reputation,
stressed Pehin Dato Haji Awang
Hussain.

The minister cited that in 1993,

The Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports, Yang
Berhormat Pehin Orang
Kaya Digadong Seri Lela
Dato Seri Paduka Haji
Awang Hussain urging
for the up-lifting of Brunei
Malays'image, especially
during the coming
millennium.

there were several resolutions made
during the then Language, Literature
and Culture Congress.

He said, among these were the need
to be alert against negative aspects in-
flicted upon the lives of Muslims, and
the need to instil the culture of recog-
nising and evaluating oneself.

Besides these, the congress resolved
that knowledge and education needed
to be instilled and intensified in order
to produce a Malay Muslim commu-
nity of quality in the face of competi-
tion, as well as for the survival of the
Malay Muslim ummabhs.

The important resolution in the con-
gress was based on the aspiration to-
wards seeing as a realisation that the
Malay people become technology pro-
ducer rather than mere consumer,
stressed Pehin Dato Haji Awang

Hussain.

The minister went on to say that
incidences which had occured during
the twentieth century were sometimes
rather frightening but at the same time
they motivate us to seek further
progress and development.

Therefore, self-confidence should
be upgraded, while religious principles
and the policies set by the state should
become the main guidance of our du-
ties and way of life.

This is the reason why the previ-
ous congress had come up with the idea
that there should be an “award of the
twentieth century”, for anyone who
makes excellent achievement, regard-
less of the field of achievement, so that
it could become the model for the next
century, Pehin Dato Haji Awang
Hussain concluded.

e From page 17

( More Muslim converts receive
housing assistance)

The presentation of the house keys
took place on 19 May, just two weeks
after His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yand Di-Pertuan of Brunci Darussalam

handed over the keys to houses built
under the same scheme to converts in
the Belait and the Tutong districts.

Nine heads of family of the new
converts in the Temburong district also
received the keys from the monarch
himself.

After the ceremony, His Majesty,
who was accompanicd by his brother,

His Royal Highness Prince Haji Sufri
Bolkiah, visited the houses of converts
in eight villages as well as the houses
of last year’s recipients. During his
visit to one of the villages, His Maj-
esty also witnessed three more people
embracing Islam, in a ceremony con-
ducted by the State Mufti (Chief Reli-
gious Official).
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« From page 20

(Economic progress alone
not enough without spiritual
development:

says HM Sultan)

cleanliness in our cconomy, politics,
management and administration.
When all these qualities are attained,
then such wrong doings as embezzle-
ment or corruption would not occur,
cxplained the ruler.

In another address he made at the
presentation ceremony of religious
awards, also in conjunction with the
Muslim new year, held at the Jame’
*Asr Hassanil Bolkiah mosque, His
Majesty urged Muslims and the peo-
ple of Brunei Darussalam to reject all
evil elements and conduct themselves
according to the teachings of Islam in
order to derive the strength and guid-
ance to face various challenges and
whatever cultural shocks that may lic
ahead.

He told his subjects to be always
on guard in their social mixing and in-
teractions, especially with the outside
world.

It is important, stressed His Maj-
esty, that the people remain steadfast
in keeping to the right path as de-
manded by Allah (God) The Almighty
and make meaningful, religious deeds.

This is one of the best ways 10
spread the teachings of Islam and of
not allowing evil elements or reputa-
tion to take root in the country, which
will only bring hardships tous and our
future generations.

There is no room for sinful acts in
Brunei Darussalam, he warned.

2
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Top picture: His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam presents
award to one of the four recipients in recognition of his contribution to the development of Islam
in Brunei Darussalam, and above, the ruler views an exhibition held in conjunction with the

advent of the Muslim new year of Hijrah 1418.

At the ceremony, His Majesty presented awards to four people for their deeds
and contribution to the development of Islam in Brunei Darussalam.

Express bus services between Brunei Darussalam and
several towns in East Malaysia in the pipeline

Ag express bus service between the
runei international airport and
the Sarawak border town of Miri was
scheduled to begin on 21 May, with a
view to further facilitate greater mo-
bility of people between Brunei
Darussalam and the East Malaysian
State.

Announcing this during a meeting
between the Permanent Secretary of the
Communications Ministry, Dato
Paduka Malai Haji Al and officials of

the Land Transportation Department
on 15 May, the land Transportation
Department Director said the service
was being operated under joint-venture
between a local Brunei company and a
Sarawak firm.

He said the establishment of the
service would certainly support Brunei
Darussalam's goal of becoming a serv-
ice centre for trade and tourism. Al-
ready more than one million people

cross the border at Sungai Tujoh be-
tween Kuala Belait in Brunci
Darussalam and Miri cach year, mak-
ing 1t the second busiest point of entry
into the Sultanate after the international
airport.

The Land Transportation Depart-
ment Director also disclosed that simi-
lar services to other towns in Sarawak
as well as to thosc in Sabah are also
being planned.
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Economic progress [¥
alone not enough
without spiritual

development: says
HM Sultan

uslims and the people of Brunei Darussalam have been re

minded that the achievement of economic prosperity and
progress alone are not enough without ‘our making ourselves trust-
worthy, pious and God-fearing people’.

“Hence, it does not really matter if we look back to the past in
order to build our future,” said His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam while he pointed to
the examples set by Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
through his struggles to uphold and exalt Islam.

The ruler was addressing the na-
tion in conjunction with the coming of
the new year of Hijrah 1418 of the Is-
lamic calendar, which corresponded to
8 May.

He said the ushering-in of the new
year is an occasion for reflecting on the
struggles of the prophet, because by so
doing will be found the values and ex-
amples of the prophet’s noble person-
ality.

One of the ways by which the

prophet upheld and exalted Islam was
by making use of a formula of brother-
hood among Muslims called
‘Ukhuwwah Islamiah’, whereby a
group of Muslim was prepared to make
huge sacrifices for the sake of protect-
ing the interest of another Muslim
group, he said.

His Majesty cited how the prophet
and his followers fled from Mecca to
Medina with only the clothes on their
backs, and yet they were enriched and

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu;izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam telling his subjects to reject all evil elements in his
televised address marking the coming of the Muslim new year
of Hijrah 1418, which corresponded to 8 May.

became strong after having befriended
another group called the Ansar people
because of their willingness to share
almost everything.

Although they were small in
number, yet they were able to face their
enemies despite being outnumbered by
far, said His Majesty.

The point I am making here is that
we should make an example of this
virtue in order to achieve strength and

« Please turn over to page 19

Brunei in Brief

Brunei Malay in a minute

Capital : Bandar Seri Begawan
Land size : 5765 sq. km.
Population : 296,000 (1995)
Official Language : Malay
Official Religion : Islam
May rainfall : 523.6 mm

(annual 2,818mm)

l Each month we introduce our

readers to a Brunei Malay
word that is used only in Brunei
Darussalam.
We have sclected the word cucul
for this edition. Cucul is a row of
lamps, lanterns or decorative lights
used during a special function,
celebration or festivities.

Used in a sentence, for example:
Pada Hari Raya orang Islam di
Negara Brunei Darussalam
m enyalakan cucul di rumah
mereka.

During the Hari Raya (Id Mubarak)
celebration, Muslims in Brunei
Darussalam light up their homes
with decorative lights.

THE TRAFFICKING IN AND THE ILLEGAL IMPORTATION OF
CONTROLLED DRUGS ARE VERY SERIOUS OFFENCES IN
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM AND THE PENALTY

FOR SUCH OFFENCES IS DEATH.
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