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His Ma]esfy Paduka Seri Baglnda Sultan Ha// Hassanal Bo!k/ah
Mu'’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam begins the official ceremony for the building of the
Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah.

Brunei ruler attended

official ceremony for
the building of Yayasan

is Majesty Paduka Scn Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolki ih

Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
§! Dmsqa}dm consented to attend the official ceremony Lo
3i ding of the Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolk: Sultan
sanal Bolkiah Foundation, October 7
ceremony held at the site adjacent 1
Sandmark, the Omar Ali Saifuddien mosque al the contre

y the country’'s most
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Sultan of
Selangor made

goodwill visit

The warm handshake between His Majesty
The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam and His Majesty The Sultan of
Selangor Darul Ehsan, when His Majesty made
a goodwill call on the Bruneiruler atthe Istana
Nurul Iman, before the royal visitors return
home.

H is Majesty Paduka Sen B: aginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu 12z iddin
Waddaulah. Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan ol
Brunci Darussalam, Her Majesty Paduka Sert

nak Hajjah

Saleha ai wl Her Ro Y !iHl shiness Peng jran Isten

§ - 14 ¥
Bavinda Raja Isteri Pengiran |

Haiiah Mariam have received a goodwill visil
from His Maiesty Sultan Salahuddin Abdul
Aziz Shah Alhaj bin b Almarhum Suitan
Alam Shah, the Sultanof Selangor
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Continued on page 06
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Results of researches o4
Kuala Belalong wijy
benefit Brunei Darussalgy,
and other countries

he results of the various re-

searches conducted by Universiti
Brunei Darussalam’s field studies cen-
tre at Kuala Belalongin the Temburong
District will not only benefit Brunei
Darussalam but also other countries
endowed with  similar forests and
flora and fauna.

At the centre, various rescarches
such as the tropical rainforests are be-
ing carned out so that these forests can
be protected and sustained, the Chair-
man of ASEAN-COCI (Committee
on Culture and Information), Dato
Paduka Awang Haji Mahmud Hj Bakyr
told participants of the 5th ASEAN
Exchange of Journalists, 6 October
1993.

During their five-day stay in
Brunei Darussalam, the Information
Department, which coordinated the
programme, had drawn up an iinerary
which included giving participants
the insights to the country’s achieve-
ments and developments in the sOC10-
economic field, education and the coun-
try’s endeavour to preserve 1S na-
tional culture, identity and heritage
which for the pasttwodecades showed
significant progress, spiritually and
physically, the Chairman said.

“We are also committed to deal
with the problems of environmental
protection, and to deal firmly with
such global problems such as drug
abuse and drug trafficking.”

Differences in ASEAN

More than two decades ago, when
ASEAN was launched as a body for
regional cooperation, the foundation
for such a cooperation was on mutual
respectand trust for each other’s insti-
tutions such as beliefs and cultures.

““We have our differences, as a big
family should, but our traditional wis-
dom and tolerance dictate that ‘blood
is thicker than water’. We always re-

gard ASEAN ax an cr
family where differences are re
in the manner of ‘Aseanegy’ g
have our own ‘scnsmvuy' ar
ingly respected the Euidance |
with such ‘scn\mvnly‘ 3 i

lllly(,‘ a

U'Cal
The 21st century

The( 'h.‘urm;mulsnnucau,
ashort tirne, we wc)uldhcumhcu, &
oldof the 215t century. “It is oy ;% ‘r
me hope that a brave new W(,r](“‘u
emerge: equitable, just &lndpr()\pcru
-aworld free from terr T, brutalig 2
poverty or starvation.”

“It 1s heantening 1o note thyy
the economic field as reported ip mm.
recentissue of the financia] mugium;
Euromoney, five members ()fAS};A\i
are in the top 15 most atuam;e
countries in Asia and the Middle Eagt
for direct foreign mvestments. Thjg is
another indication as some ha
dicted that this part of the world wij
bccom_c the hub of intense €Conomij¢
activities come the 21st century.”

at w"’u“
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Information Technology

The role of the media will be cry-
cial with the advancement of informg-
uon technology, the Chairman told
participants.

Because of the globalisation of
communications, the world is be-
coming a “‘global village” where the
word “instant” is the key to almost
every human activity. Speed is the
essence in the Information Age, he
said.

And as an ASEAN leader recently

said, a few joumnalists and non-
journalists who controlled the
powerful media will control the

mind, if not the world, the Chairman
concluded.

Contined on page 3
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From page 2

Welcoming speech by Director, In-
formation

In another speech by the Director
- of the Information Department, Awang
Haji Hazair Haji Abdullah, underlined
the role journalists should play in
bringing about and mobilising devel-
opment and progress and in creating
social, cultural and political aware-
ness among societies.

Said the Director: “We have wit-
nessed many changes taking place in
our region as well as international-
ly resulting from the dissemination
and spread of information and know-
ledge by the journalists through the
print and electronic media. Thisrole of

-

Yang Berhormat Pengiran Dato Seri Paduka Dr. Haji Ismail, the Deve-
lopment Minister and the Director of Information, A wang Haji Hazair bin Haji
Abdullah, during a session with participants of the Fifth ASEAN Exchange
of Journalists (above), while picture below shows some of the journalists

the journalists is becoming more
apprent as the world 1s now experienc-
ing “information and knowledge ex-
plosion” on an unprecedented scale,
’ rendering the world a “global village”.”

With this development in the field
of information, we in ASEAN, the
Director added, are now confronting
competition with more advanced coun-
tries besides being faced with bias
cultural, political and social subjuga-
tion from the countries concerned.

*“An unbalanced flow of informa-
tion and prejudices which come from
the super and medium powers outside
ASEAN could bring about negative
and counterproductive impact (o the
development and progress of ASEAN
in the long run.”

“This would also indirectly affect
the social and political solidarity and
strength of ASEAN. It is theretore
imperative that the information and
knowledge on ASEAN covering its
socio-politics and economy which are
accurate and based on the ASEAN'S
perspective be disseminated to the
ASEAN community constantly ™

Progranune, the theme
Heritage and Fovion

gt of ASEAN conny-

from ASEAN member countries who participate in the programme.

tries in enhancing the social develop-
ment, upholding the heritage of mem-

ber nations as the identity of the
ASEAN countries as well as their ob
servations on global issues such as the
environment and drugs

Itis also hoped that the the me would
enhance awareness and appreciuition
of ASEAN community on the objec-
uves and aspirations of one another,
Haj Hazair said

Anunderstanding of the policies of
education, national heritage and envi-
ronment among ASEAN members
would further bring about the promote
respect and appreciation of one an
other, he added

Differences can be resolved

While many developments and
progress have been acheved by

/31 OCTOBER 1993

ASEAN, differences due to diffenng
sensitvities and priorites sull exast

However these differences and
musunderstandings can be resolved
the Director stressed, if they are man
aged ina polite manner, and with greater
understanding and good regional
knowledge among ASEAN nations
All these rest on the shoulders of jour
nalists, said he

Ihe Director also hoped that the
programune would bnng aboul com
radeship and understanding among
ASEAN joumalists of the unporant
role they play i creating and strength
ening the soldanty and (ratermity of
the ASEAN peoples by bemng aware of
one another's sensitivites and pndes,
and not through sensational wriung
whach will only give a negative
impact o ASEAN and bilateral

relations amonyg Ccounirics



From page 1 ( Yayasan)

of Bandar Seri Begawan, marked the
beginning of the building of the
Yayasan.

His Majesty was grected on arrival
by the Chairman of the Board of the
Yayasan, Yang Dimuliakan Lagi
Dihormati Pehin Orang Kaya
Digadong Seri Diraja Dato Laila Utama
Haji Awang Abdul Rahman and elected
executive committee members and
members of the Board of Directors of
the Yayasan.

The ceremony began with the re-
cital fo the Surah Al-Fatihah (the first
chapter of the Holy Quran), led by
Yang Dimuliakan Pehin Datu Iman
Dato Paduka Seri Setia Ustaz Haji
Awang Abdul Hamid bin Bakal, the
state’s Chief Kadi.

The monarch later visited the site
 ofthe projectand viewed an exhibition
~ onthe model of the Yayasan and the
~ development of the projcct.
~ Yayasan Sultan Haji Hassanal
is established as an ‘“‘amal
y” (charitable work) of His
»sty and his families. Itisaimed at
g after the well-being of the
| by contributing donation for

s, welfare and cducational
5. Apart from housing its own
¢ Yayasan will also provide
be rented out 1o various busi-

His Majesty Paduka

Sultan Haji Seri

HBSSana, Qg,'"d.

Mu’izzaddin Wadd. Ofk:
d aul. ki
Yang Di-Pertuan ahc;;g Ultan e:g
&

Darus i ]
salam listening 1o , , . Yne;

by Yang Berhorma /

) t P, 2 ef;

Seri Paduka Dr Ha,','e n,g"a" oa’;g ‘
Maij

Development Minj

- inister * the
Majesty tours the siji 1
(left). oo of the pro/::

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam vie
exhibition on the development of the project (above), andon the modeI::f:n
e

building (below).
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Brunei
ruler
granted
audience
fo
Senior
Minister

of
Singapore

is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam, granted an
audience to His Excellency Mr. Lee
Kuan Yew, the Senior Minister of
the Republic of Singapore at Istana
Nurul Iman, October 11.

During the audience, His Majesty
and His Excellency exchanged
views on bilateral relations, as well
as regional and international affairs,
a press release issued by the Prime
Minister’s Office said.

His Excellency Mr. Lee Kuan
Yew was accompanied during the

. - R et
S T

The visiting S.enior Minister of Singapore, His Excellency Mr. Lee Kuan Yew,
In conversation with His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam when the Brunei ruler granted him an audience at the Istana

Nurul Iman on October 11.

audience by the High Commissioner
of the Republic of Singapore to
Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency
Mr. Tan Keng Jin. The visiting
Senior Minister was in the country
for a three-day official visit.

His Excellency’s delegation in-
cluded the Minister of Information
and the Arts and Second Minister for
Foreign Affairs, His Excellency
Brigadier General George Yeo and
Minister of State for Finance and
Communications, His Excellency Mr.
Teo Chee Hean.

His Excellency Mr. Lee Kuan
Yew and his delegation were wel-

comed on arrival at the Brunei
International Airport, October 11, by
Yang Berhormat Pengiran Dato Seri
Paduka Dr. Haji Ismail, the Minister
of Development.

Meanwhile, Her Majesty Paduka
Seri Baginda Raja Isteri Pengiran
Anak Hajjah Saleha and Her Royal
Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah
Mariam also granted separate au-
diences to His Excellency’s wife,
Mrs. Lee Kuan Yew, who accompa-
nied him during the visit. The au-
diences took place at the Istana
Nurul Iman and Istana Nurul Izzah
respectively.

Her Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Rajalsteri Pengiran Anak Hajjah Saleha (left) and Her Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri
\ Hajjah Mariam (right) also granted separate audiences to the wife of the Senior Minister of the Republic of Singapore,

| Mrs. Lee Kuan Yew.
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Above: His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkish Mu ‘izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam and His Majosty
Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Alhaj, the Sultan of Selangor
jon during a goodwill call

Darul Ehsan incordial conversat
at the Istana Nurul Iman. Looking on were Her Majesty

The Raja Isteri, Her Royal Highness The Pengiran Isteri
and Yang Mulia Cik Puan Hajjah Siti Aishah.

From Page |
Darul Ehsan and Yang Mulia Cik Puan Hajjah Sttt Aishab,
Y ang Mulia Cik Puan Besar Selangor, from October 13
A red-carpet welcome awaited them at the Brunei
International Airport where they were greeted by His
Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Bendahara Ser
Maharaja Permaisuara Pengiran Muda Haji Sufri Bolkiah
and Yang Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak
Puteri Hajjah Masna, as personal represent
Also present at the airport were Yang Teramat
Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah Amal U
His Majesty Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah was

Amat Mulia Tengku Ismail Shah Alhaj, Tengku Besar Putera Selangox
Selangor; Yang Amat Mulia Tengku Abdul Samad, Tengku Penglima Besar Sela
Tunku Adnan and other members of Selangor Darul Ehsan’s royal Famuly

His Majesty Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah and Cik Puan
1o the Istana Nurul Iman for a goodwill call on His Majesty Ihe
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunci Darussalam, Her Majesty
The Raja Isteri and Her Royal Highness ['he Pengiran Isteri. The
royal visitors made a simular call before they returned home on
October 15.

Their Majesties and Her Royal Highness I'he Pengiran Isten
also attended a dinner, hosted in honour of the roy al visitors, at the

Baitur Rahmah of Istana Nurul Iman
e 4 i was also attended by His Royal Highness Paduka

Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himunah Wal-Wagar
Haji Mohamed Dolkiah, His Royal Highoess
in Digadong Sahibul Mal Pengiran Muda Hap
Teramat Mulia Paduka Sen Pengaan Anak
dah Sa’adatul Bolkiah, Yang Teramat Mulia

iran Anak Puteri Hajjab Masna. Yang Torama

M‘- Anak Puter: Hajabh Nod'sin, Y ang
2 Senl Pengiran Anak Puteri Hagah Amal
and other membess of the royal faouly

atives of His Majesty The Sultan and Yang
Mulia Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puten H
mi Kalthum Al-Islam and other me
.nunmp.nm.'d 0
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!U Majesty The Sultan of
Darul Ehsan being intro-
ucedto members of the royal family
the Istana Nurul Iman, while the
unei Ruler, Her Majesty The Raja
Isteri, Her Royal Highness The
ngiran Isteri and Yang Mulia Cik
an Hajjah Siti Aishah look on.
ture bottom left, shows the royal
visitors being greeted on arrival by
inet ministers and their deputies,
‘}Ia HRH Paduka Seri Pengiran
ndahara Seri Maharaja
Permaisuara Pengiran Muda Haji
Bolkiah looks on.

Above: HRH Paduka Seri Duli Pen giran Perdana Wazir
Sahibul Himmah Wal- Wagar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah and HRH Paduka Seri Pengiran
Digadong SahibulMal Pengiran Muda Haji Jefri Bolkiah
with members of royal families of Brunei Darussalam
and Selangor Darul Ehsan at a goodwill call.

Left: Also present were YTM Paduka Seri Pengiran
Anak Puteri Hajjah Rashidah Sa'adatul Bolkiah, YM
Tunku Abdiyah Tunku Adnan, YTM Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah Masna, YTM Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah Nor’ain and YTM Paduka
Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah Amal Umi Kalthum
Al-lslam.




Provide

young with,
knowledg,
In various Y\
fields: !
Her

Majesty

H er Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Rajy
Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajjah Salehy

highlighted recently the need to provide the
young with knowledge in various fields iy
order to develop the country,

Her Majesty pomted out that
younger generation would be
L0 promote the prosperit
the future and maintain the peace ang
harmony which we have been €njoying, Her
Majesty stressed.

Speaking at a Girl Guide Day which was
also held in conjunction with her birthday,
October 10, Her Majesty The Raja Isteri algq

stressed the need for the younger generation
ka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri  '© P‘“C*’_ due attention to the importance of
Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah Integration in the country. This sense of

unity need to be instilled and preserved so
senting a prize to one of the Brownies.

that itbecomes the norm in the country, she
said.

Her Majesty
Paduka Seri
Baginda Raja isteri
Pengiran Anak
Hajjah Saleha cuts
her birthday cake
at a ceremony or-
ganised by the Girl
Guide Association.

s

>

e

the
TeSponsibje

y of the country m“

: Her Majesty with YTM Padu
Hajjah Masna and YTMm

Amal Umi Kalthum Al-Islam at the ceremony, while picture below
shows Her Majesty pre

At a ceremony held at the H

assanal
Bolkiah St

adium in Gadong, Her Majesty
further pointed out that one of the ways to
B . promote this sense of unity and cooperation
.-&uq"‘ f.%::‘\. e . .
A, T 1IStoe
o v- ———— ;

ncourage such activity to be carried out
by voluntary associations, such as the Girl
Guide.

Her Majesty hoped that leaders of the
association at all levels would be able to
make use of the available opportunities to
achieve this objective.

She also expressed the confidence that
this would not be a problem for the associa-
tion, as it has been established since 1951
and the leaders had been exposed to similar
dssociation at the international level, since it
Was accepted as an allied member of the

World Girl Guide and Girl Scout Assocation
in 1987
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Continue efforts to
create awareness

about importance
» of welfare work

er Royal Highness Pengiran Isten Hapjah
Mariam stressed that efforts should continue
to create awareness about the importance of welfare
work among members of the public in the country,

They should realise that giving due attention to
the well-being of the community should not be
taken as a burden, but a responsibility which [should
become] a part of life and the norm in the country,
said Her Royal Highness.

In a “sabda™ (speech) during a
Charity Night held on October 16,
Her Royal Highness spoke about the
increased involvement of women in
welfare work. This has been due to
the role played by women’s associa-
tions and encouragement given to
members and indirectly to their
families and the society, she said

Her Royal Highness also said that
society’s involvement in welfare
work, has been encouraging of late.
These included giving due care and
support to those who are less fortu-
nate or those involved in misfortune.
At the same time, the involvement

Top picture: Her Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah Mariam welcomed on arrivai at
the ICC by members of the KACA Association, while picture above shows Her Royal
Highness with her daughters, YTM Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri ‘Azemah Ni'matul
Bolkiah and YTM Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri Fadzilah Lubabul Bolkiah at the

of women at various levels on
matters concerning the well-being
of the society has also been increas-
ing in the country, she said.

Her Royal Highness further ex-
pressed her sympathy for the victims
of the recent fire which gutted four
villages in Kampong Air. She later
called on all members of the society

Charity Night.

in the country to support them by
sincerely giving contribution to the
victims.

The Charity Night at the Interna-
tional Convention Centre in berakas
was organised by the Brunei
Darussalam International Women's

Club as an effort to raise contribution
to the country’s handicapped chil-
dren’s association (KACA)

Her Royal Highness noted that
the International Women's Club has
been active inmany welfare and chan-
table work in the country, both car-
ried out by the club or
jointly with “Majlis Wanita
Negara Brunei Darussalam™
(Brunei Darussalam’s
Women Council).

Also presentwere YTM Paduka
Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri
Hajjah Masna, YTM Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah
Nor'ain, YAM Pengiran Bini
Hajjah Mazuin, YTM Paduka
Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri
Hajjah Amal Umi Kalthum Al-
Islam and YTM Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajjah
Norinsan (left).
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Supplement and complement other

trade-liberalising mea
Minister to A

A S the ASEAN Free Trade Area
A A(AFTA) is recognised as top
priority of ASEAN, which is in the
pr(:limimu'y stage of unplementation,
ASEAN insurance authorities should
WAaste no time in its endeavour o
supplement and complement other
trade liberalising measures already
in foree:
In doing so, the Deputy Minister
of Finance said today, ASEAN
msurance authorities could play a
significant role in the collective
responsibility to dismantle unneces-
Sary economic barriers o trade, in-
vestment and transfer of techology,
i line with the aspiration to make
ASEAN the prime
foreign investment,
The Deputy Minister of Finance.
Dato Paduka Seri Laila Jasa Awang
Haji Ahmad Wally Skinner made
this call shortly before officially
opening the 19th  Meeting  of
ASEAN Insurance Commssioners,
Tuesday 26 October 1993 at the
ICC in Bandar Seri Begawan.
“As members of ASEAN,” he
said explaining how ASEAN
insurance authorities could play a
role todismantle unnecessary eco-
~ nomic barriers to trade, investment

“and transfer of technology, “we can
- take pride in the fact that ASEAN has
achieved considerable economic

h in the 1990s. The ASEAN

out-performed
other developing region, in
mic progress and in
uctural  adjustment.
g performances

location for

marketeers.
the associations  rely  heavily  on
trade with the rest of the world and
are looking torward to the successtul
conclusion of the Multilateral Trade
Negotations, The delay in conclud-
ing an agreement will have serious
umplication for this region since our
cconomics  are  basically
oriented.”

“It1s obvious, that not withstand-
ing the importance of markets in this
region, the exports of the region is
still heavily dependent on access (o
markets in FEurope and the United
States of America.

Member countries of

export-

The fortresses
which have been erected across the
globe may in fact reduce
opportunities.”

This development, coupled with
imnformation and technological
progress presses the need for more
co-ordinated and integrated regional
cooperation, the deputy minister said.

“We must seek greater interac-
tion to be in the main stream of new
ideas, and tokeep abreast with recent
development.”

The last twelve months have seen
considerable steps being taken by
the ASEAN countries towards
greater economic cooperation.

A major step in this direction
was the establishment by the 4th
ASEAN Head of State Summit of a
programme for bringing about the
ASEAN Free Trade Area which aims
to create a free market of over 300
million people within 15 years. This
of course 1S a turning point to
ASEAN economic cooperation,
added the deputy minister.

these

Cooperation in insurance

The deputy minister also con-
gratulated the ASEAN Insurance
Commissioners and the ASEAN
Insurance Council for their contri-

sures: Deputy Finance
sean insurance authorities

butions in enhancing

G IPCT it i
msurance -

A number of tangible

results iy ‘
o ¥ + dye
been achieved over the | y

ast 18 Yeary
leney
ol some ol the mnitratives unde
by both the regulatory bog
ASEAN Insurance Council

with the successful np W
A10g

ndku“
ey ang

One notable example

’ Wwag the
establishment of the

/\Sl‘./\N
Remnsurance Corporation 1989 whict
1

smee 1992 has started to under

e : Write
the ASEAN oil and gas Insurane

: C
risks. I'his  initiative seeks (g
contrnibute

- o the developmeny of
ASEAN insurance Capacity and js 4
timely response o the disarray in the
global insurance markets

These initiatives, he stressed, mus;
however, be actively supported u,'
avold becoming token symbols of
regional cooperation.

“On our part, Brunei Darussalam
was one of the founding members of
ASEAN Reinsurance. Our partici-
pauon, while modest, signify our
commutment to ASEAN as well as 1o
regional economic co-operation.”

There 1s of course considerable
scope tor cooperation beyond these
mtiatives. In an mmcreasingly inter-
dependent world, national regulators
will need increasingly 1o have an
mtemational  perspective and (o
work with their counterparts in
others countries.

Through the annual ASEAN In-
surance Commissioners meetings,
he added, our respective regulatory
authorities have much to leam from
each others experience in developing
and implementing policies for or-
derly domestic markets.

There is also an increasing need
for regulators to communicate and
work closely with their counterparts
in the private sector.

Continued on page 11
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From page 1 0
winy this hght I am pleaseq to
. that strong co-operation
s Comimissioners, on the

belween(;he their private sector
an -4
v :::rparts, namely the ASEAN
g ance Council, on the other hand
;nzu;een further intensified.
a

the global insurance
Change in
industry

We cannot however, afford l.(). be
ith all these positive
comp]accnl wi g
ments, the deputy munister
der:lop ile the efforts of the
advised. While e
ASEAN Insurance Commlssmner.s
and the ASEAN Insurance Council
show commendable dynamism, great
challenges loom ahead as tpe shape
of the global insurance industry
change.

These developments provide
ASEAN regulators and insurers with
much to think about. Thus ASEAN
Insurance Commissioners should no
longer confine its activity to the
usual exercise of updating exchange
of information and professional ex-
pertise among each other.

Rather, ASEAN Insurance Com-
missioners or whatever assocation it
may assume later, should begin to
focus its attention to new areas within
its ambit that could provide added
impetus to existing efforts towards
enhancing ASEAN economic con-
sultation and cooperation.

The deputy minister late encour-
aged delegates to further explore

- new avenue and deepen the existing
~ cooperation with the purpose of trans-
- lating these initiatives into reality.
~ The three-day meeting first held
in Brunei Darussalam is aimed at
‘enhancing regional cooperation in
field of insurance. Efforts
cenby the ASEAN Insurance
' s and the ASEAN In-
aicil have shown good
Mﬁmal expertise
e intensified develop-
and cooperation in
surance and the

Importance of human
Fesources programme-
Development Minister

he need for more skilled man-
. m;’:’ier.l::)sp::ally in the techni-

: sure rapid and
sus?mnuble €conomic growth in the
TCEE""I. was highlighted recently by
a Cabinet Minister in the country.

A comprehensive human re-
squrces programme, he said, espe-
Cially, in the field of vocational and
technical education is necessary to
mt?ﬂ the particular demand for
skilled manpower to man or service
the industry, regardless of the level
of economic development of the
individual country,

Yang Berhormat Pengiran Dato
Seri Paduka Dr. Haji Ismail bin
Pengiran Haji Damit, the Minister
of Development made the remark
at the opening of the SEAMEO-
VOCTECH fourth Governing Board
Meeting on October 11 in Bandar
Seri Begawan.

The minister said, “We in Brunei
Darussalam are well aware of the
importance of human
development. This issue is given
strong emphasis in our current Sixth
National Development Plan, together
with other objectives such as widen-
ing our economic base through in-
dustrialisation, and improving our
public facilities, housing, infrastruc-
ture. Indeed, the success of our eco-
nomic diversification programme
relies heavily on our ability 1o
serve the need of the inudustry,
particularly in terms of human re-
sources.”

Brunei Darussalam will require
more skilled workers such as in the
field of services sector, construction
and other technical fields as Brunei
Darussalam’s economy gets more
sophisticated.

The Development Minister also
pointed out that there will be chal-

resources

:;r:iesmar:fsi a;d VOCTECH will

ard in realising its
objectives and helping member
countries to promote and implement
an effective and relevant vocational
and technical educational pro-
grammes.

To ensure the direction in which
VOCTECH takes will meet the
asprrations and requirements of its
member countries, strong hinkages
and collaboration with relevant
government and non-government
nstitutions, as well as the private
sector will be required, the Minister
said.

He said the rapid economic de-
velopment will also mean rapid
changes in the needs of the countries.
This means not only will VOCTECH
have to be able to respond quickly
and adapt to meet these changes, but
through consultations with the
various institutions, VOCTECH
needs to be able to predict any
changes for 1ts efforts to be effective
to meet the requirement of the job
market for the future.

He added: “The setting up of this
Regional Centre for Vocational and
[echnical Education is a realisation
of one of our projects in our Sixth
National Development Plan. We are
confident that the establishment of
the SEAMEQO VOCTECH Regional
Centre in Brunei Darussalam will no
doubt provide benefit to all member
countries especially in human re-
sources development.”

Continued support is necessary
to ensure VOCTECH's success
especially from member countries,
as well as from associate Member
Countries such as Australia, New
Zealand, Germany, Canada, France
and Belgium, the minister con-
cluded.
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SEAMEQO
Regional
Centre for
VOCTECH

his new building, with its im-

posing structure is the premise
of SEAMEO (Southeast Asian Min-
isters of Education Organisation) Re-
gional Centre for Vocational and
Technical Education (VOCTECH),
based in Bandar Seri Begawan.
Voctech is one of the 12 regional
centres under the flagship of
SEAMEO.

Phase 1 of this $1.5 million build-
ing was completed on July this year
under His Majesty’s Government
expenses while Phase 11 will include
renovations to the topmost floor, land-

scaping and the installation of lifts. It
is expected to be opened by next
year.

This Regional Centre was estab-
lished on 28 August 1990 with the
signing of the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the Government
of Brunei Darussalam and SEAMEO.

The centre will identify and help
solve common problems within
SEAMEO member countries in the
field of vocational and technical
education and focus its activities on
addressing national, regional and
local challenges in developing the

competencies required of laboy,
forces to achieve and implement ecg,
nomic, industrial, business ang la-
bour market goals and strategjeg
through vocational and technical edu-
cation and training.

Todate, SEAMEO has nine mem,.
ber countries comprising Brune;
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesig
Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Smgur
pore, Thailand and Viet Nam while
1Its associate members are Australig,
Canada, Federal Republic of Ger.
many, France, New Zealand and the
Netherlands

Brunei in Brief

Brunei Malay in a minute

Capital Bandar Seri Begawan
I.and size 5765 sq. km
Population 260,000 (1991)
Official Language Malay
Official Religion Islam

September rainfall 177.8mm

{annual 2,818mm)

PRIME LENDING RATE
September 5.75%
{quoted by Bankers™ Association)

E

Brunei Malay word
As

Brunet Darussalam.

lusir.

ach fortnightly we intro-
duce our readers 10 a new

the name suggests,
word is only exclusively used in

We now introduce the word

Lusir (balusir) is to run and
in standard Malay 1t i1s berlan

In a sentence: Dia terpaksa
balusir untuk mendapatkan bas
1lu.

the

He had to run to catch the
hU\_

THE TRAFFICKING IN AND THE ILLEGAL IMPORTATION OF
CONTROLLED DRUGS ARE VERY SERIOUS OFFENCES IN
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM AND THE PENALTY

FOR SUCH OFFENCES IS DEATH.
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