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Brunei and South Africa 

to enhance relations 

H
is Majesty The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 

Darussalam and the South 
African leader. President 
Mandela have pledged to inten
sify efforts to further enhance 
relations between their coun
tries. Both leaders made the 
pledge at a state banquet hosted 
by the Brunei ruler in honour 
of the visiting President who 
was on three-day state visit to 
the Sultanate. 3 - 5 March. 

In his address at the ban
quet hall of Istana Nurul Iman 
on 4 March, His Majesty 
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan 
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah 
Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah. Sul
tan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Brunei Darussalam said that the 
establishment of diplomatic re
lations in October 1996 and the His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
accreditation last month of a Yang Di-pertuan of Brunei Darussalam and the South African President, His Excellency Mr. Nelson 

non-resident South African Mandela holding discussion during the South African leader's audience at lstana Nurul Iman.

High Commissioner to Brunei 

Darussalam ''demonstrate our 

keen desire to expand bilateral rela
tions." 

His Majesty said: "I look forward 
to identifying areas where we can ad
vance our interest. The expansion of 
transportation and communication 
links between the two countries will 
facilitate greater contacts and ex

changes." 
"The presence of your business del

egation with )OU in Brunei Darussalam 
will also help to publicise the opportu
nities which are available in South 
Africa and the Southern African re-

gion." stressed the monarch. 
He added: "Southern Africa is en

dowed with abundant natural re
sources. The end of apartheid and the 
resolution of armed conflicts have 
opened a new era of growth and pros
perity in the region." 
· "South Africa can help our busi

nessmen gain a better understanding 
of the opportunities available in your 
region. Southern Africa." stressed Hi 
Majesty, while adding that .. although 
the two regions are separated by a vast 
distance. "technology has brought us 

into closer contact." 

This was President Mandela'second 
visit to the Sultanate. The first was in 
1990 in his capacity as Deputy Presi
dent of the African National Congress 
(ANC). 

His Majesty described this official 
state visit as a historic event. marking 
a new chapter in relations between 
Brunei Darussalam and South Africa. 

The monarch also stated that the 
struggle of President Mandela to dis
mantle apartheid has won him respect, 
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