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His Majesty attends HRH Prince Mateen’s 
enrolment to CTCRM, UK

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang 
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam at the enrolment of His Royal Highness 920 Major (U) Prince ‘Abdul Mateen.

LONDON, September 21 - His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji 
Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang 
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam attended the enrolment of 
His Royal Highness 920 Major (U) Prince ‘Abdul Mateen at 
the Commando Training Centre Royal Marines (CTCRM), 
Lympstone, Devon, in the United Kingdom (UK).

Upon arrival at the CTCRM Officers’ Mess, His Majesty the Sultan 
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam was welcomed with a 
Royal Salute from the Guard of Honour, which was accompanied 
by the Royal Marine Band.

His Majesty was also greeted by His Royal Highness 920 Major 
(U) Prince ‘Abdul Mateen; along with Lieutenant Colonel Chris 
Samuel, Commanding Officer of the Base and Support Wing; 
Lieutenant Colonel Tom Evans-Jones, Chief of Staff; and Nick 
Ollive, Warrant Officer 1st Class (Regimental Sergeant Major – 
RSM).

The Monarch then proceeded with a briefing by Lieutenant 
Colonel Samuel in the ‘Achnacarry’ Room; and a Luncheon in 
‘The Deal’ Room. Accompanying His Majesty was His Royal 
Highness 920 Major (U) Prince ‘Abdul Mateen.

Continue on page 4

CAEXPO strengthens 
ASEAN-China economic ties
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 10 - His Majesty 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah 
ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul 
Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam, in a titah (royal speech), noted that after 
18 years since its introduction, the China-ASEAN Expo 
(CAEXPO) continues to be an important platform for 
the promotion of trade, investment, tourism and further 
strengthening of economic ties between ASEAN and the 
People’s Republic of China.

In this regard, His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan 
of Brunei Darussalam is confident that such events will 
continue to make the People’s Republic of China an 
attractive export destination for ASEAN products and 
help further boost our trade relation and maintain China’s 
position as ASEAN’s major trading partner.

Continue on page 5
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His Majesty receives audiences

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince receives audiences

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi 
Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam received in audience at Istana Nurul Iman on September 11:

His Royal Highness Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah ibni His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, the 
Crown Prince and Senior Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) received in audience at Qashr Al-Meezan on  
September 13:

His Excellency Christopher B. Montero, outgoing 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of the Philippines to Brunei 
Darussalam.

His Excellency Christopher B. Montero, outgoing 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Philippines to Brunei 
Darussalam.

Her Excellency Wanthanee Viputwongsakul, 
outgoing Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Thailand to Brunei Darussalam.

Her Excellency Wanthanee Viputwongsakul, 
outgoing Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Thailand to Brunei Darussalam.
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His Majesty as the Chair of ASEAN for 2021 delivered the titah 
at the Opening Ceremony of the 18th CAEXPO in Nanning, the 
People’s Republic of China via video recording. 

Earlier, His Majesty noted that this year bears special 
significance as Brunei Darussalam and the People’s Republic 
of China celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the ASEAN-China 
Dialogue Relations. It is also a key milestone for Brunei 
Darussalam as the nation commemorates its 30 years 
of diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of 
China.  

Despite the ongoing pandemic that has disrupted economic 
activities all over the world, His Majesty explained that 
ASEAN and the People’s Republic of China recorded an 
increase in total merchandise trade in 2020 - maintaining 
China’s position as ASEAN’s number one trading 
partner.

This underscored the strong economic ties and business 
relations that characterised the long-standing relationship 
between ASEAN and China.

His Majesty said that the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a 
significant plan that would enhance regional connectivity to bring 
countries closer together.

It could also present opportunities for countries to work together 
in many areas and through sub-regional fora, such as 
BIMP-EAGA, which would further contribute to the inclusive 
revitalisation of their economies.

Leaders of ASEAN Member States and the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan were also invited to deliver speeches via video 
recording at the opening ceremony.

CAEXPO strengthens ASEAN-China economic ties (continued)

His Majesty attends HRH Prince Mateen’s enrolment to CTCRM, UK (continued)

During the visit, His Majesty had the opportunity to observe the All Arms 
Commando Course (AACC) Log Run and Battle Physical Training; which 
was carried out by His Royal Highness 920 Major (U) Prince ‘Abdul 
Mateen, along with other participants.

Before concluding the tour at the CTCRM, His Majesty received a 
pesambah from Lieutenant Colonel Chris Samuel, who presented a 
Royal Marines Commando bayonet: a Fairbairn–Sykes (F-S) fighting 
knife.

His Majesty also consented to present a memento from the Ministry of 
Defence (MinDef), to commemorate the Monarch’s visit to the CTCRM.

His Royal Highness 920 Major (U) Prince ‘Abdul Mateen will be 
undergoing the AACC, which will be conducted for 13 weeks by the 
Royal Marines at the CTCRM. Upon the course’s completion, successful 
candidates will earn the right to don the Green Beret and wear the 
‘Commando Dagger’ on their uniform.

His Majesy the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam in a photo with 
His Royal Highness 920 Major (U) Prince ‘Abdul Mateen (left); and His Majesty 
being briefed on the military weapons during the training (above).

His Majesty receiving a pesambah from the Commanding Officer of the Base and 
Support Wing.

From page 1

From page 1

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni 
Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan 
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam delivering a titah (royal speech) at 
the Opening Ceremony of the 18th China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) in Nanning, 
People’s Republic of China via video recording. 

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam delivering a titah at the Opening Ceremony of the 18th CAEXPO in Nanning, the 
People’s Republic of China via video recording. 

The Opening Ceremony of the 18th CAEXPO in 
Nanning, the People’s Republic of China.

His Majesty sends congratulatory messages
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul 
Khairi Waddien Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam consented to send congratulatory messages to: 

His Excellency Nguyen Xuan Phuc, President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam; His Excellency, Pham Monh Chinh, 
Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam; the government and people of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
on the occasion of the 76th Anniversary of the country's National Day on September 2;

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, His Majesty King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, King of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia on the occasion of the country’s National Day on September 23; and

His Excellency Xi Jinping, President of the People’s Republic of China on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of Diplomatic relations between Brunei Darussalam and the People’s Republic of China on September 30. 

News
The 18th CAEXPO will be held from September 10 to 13. The 
theme of this year’s expo was “Advancing Quality Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) Cooperation, Promoting Sustainable 
Development”. 

CAEXPO has established an efficient and pragmatic exchange 
platform for China and ASEAN countries to carry out 
cooperation in specific areas centering on strategic 
development priorities through high-level conferences and 
forums. 

Over the past 17 years, more than 200 high-level forums 
and conferences have been held on the sidelines, covering 
many key areas in the development strategies of China and 
ASEAN countries.
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Strengthening cooperation in law, promoting bilateral ties

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 23 - Yang Berhormat 
Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Lela Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji 
Abdul Rahman bin Dato Setia Haji Mohamed Taib, Speaker 
of the State Legislative Council (LegCo) virtually conducted a 
bilateral meeting with His Excellency Li Zhanshu, Chairman of 
the National People’s Congress (NPC) of the People’s Republic 
of China.

Also present at the meeting held at the Dewan Lapau Building, 
Jalan Dewan Majlis was Yang Dimuliakan Pehin Orang Kaya 
Pekerma Jaya Dato Paduka Awang Haji Judin bin Haji Asar, 
Secretary to the Cabinet Ministers' Council and Clerk to the 
Legislative Council; as well as members of LegCo.

The meeting discussed strengthening cooperation in the field 
of law, promoting friendly bilateral ties and exchanged views on 
good national governance. 

Brunei-China relations based on mutual respect and trust
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 30 - Although formal 
diplomatic relations between Brunei Darussalam and China were 
established in 1991; the two countries' shared history dates back 
to 2,000 years ago, when Chinese explorers travelled to Brunei 
through maritime trade routes.

Since 1991, leaders of both countries have worked closely to lay 
a solid foundation for their relations; based on mutual respect, 
trust and peaceful co-existence.

Her Royal Highness Princess Hajah Masna binti Al-Marhum 
Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, 
Ambassador-at-large at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 
stated the matter in her sabda (royal speech) during the 
virtual reception held via Zoom for the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the People’s 
Republic of China and Brunei Darussalam.

“This is evident in the frequent exchange of visits, such as the 
visit of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin 
Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien 
Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam to China in 2017; and President Xi Jinping’s visit to 
Brunei in 2018. His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Brunei Darussalam has visited China 12 times and has developed 
close rapport with all the leaders he has met.

“We deeply value the warm and traditional ties enjoyed at all 
levels, which continue to grow from the extensive interactions 
between our peoples.

“The elevation of our relations to a Strategic Cooperative 
Relationship in 2013; and later to a Strategic Cooperative 
Partnership in 2018 further cemented the mutually beneficial 
ties,” said Her Royal Highness Princess Hajah Masna.

Her Royal Highness then stated that this cooperation has 
flourished in the areas of trade and investment; energy; agriculture 
and fisheries; infrastructure; and people-to-people exchanges. 
As an important trading partner, China has established joint 
ventures in downstream oil and gas; banking services; and port 
management.

“We also appreciate the active involvement of Chinese 
companies in our infrastructure development, which provides 
linkages to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),” Her Royal 
Highness continued.

Her Royal Highness also expressed her delight in the continuous 
strong bonds that are being maintained by the people-to-people 
exchanges held between the two countries.

“Over the years, there have been many good initiatives, including 
volunteer and training programmes. These have served as 
platforms in promoting greater friendship and understanding 
between our youths at an early age,” Her Royal Highness 
explained.

Her Royal Highness was also pleased that air travel between 
both countries has been made easier, with direct flights to more 
cities. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, tourist arrivals from China 
were among the highest for Brunei.

Her Royal Highness then stated that Brunei Darussalam is ready 
to welcome tourists from China to the country when the situation 
improves.

According to Her Royal Highness, Brunei Darussalam and China 
have been supporting each other in the global fight against 

COVID-19 from the start. 

Her Royal Highness further conveyed her and the people of 
Brunei Darussalam’s gratitude for the recent delivery of 100,000 
doses of Sinopharm vaccine; as well as for the virology lab, 
which have helped increased the nation’s testing capacity during 
this challenging time.

Her Royal Highness believes that these kind gestures reflect 
the long-standing friendship, which will be shared between both 
countries in the generations to come.

Her Royal Highness Princess Hajah Masna binti Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar 
‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Ambassador-at-large at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MFA) delivering a sabda (royal speech) during the virtual 
reception held via Zoom for the 30th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the People’s Republic of China and Brunei 
Darussalam.

Among those who attended the reception was Her Excellency Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China to Brunei 
Darussalam.

The meeting also touched on the 42nd ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary  
Assembly (AIPA); as well as the second wave transmission  
of the COVID-19 infection in the country. 

During the bilateral meeting, the Speaker of LegCo expressed 
his gratitude to the NPC for participating in the 42nd AIPA as 
an observer, and working together in making the assembly a 
success. He also extended his appreciation to the government 
of the People’s Republic of China for their assistance 
and contribution as the nation faces the second wave of 
COVID-19.

On his final note, the Speaker of LegCo stated his hope for 
the bilateral relations between the two parties to be further 
strengthened, in the interests of the citizens and residents of both 
countries.

Yang Berhormat Speaker of the State Legislative Council (LegCo) (right) at the virtual bilateral meeting with His Excellency Chairman of the National People’s 
Congress (NPC) of the People’s Republic of China (left).

China donates PPE 
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 28 - The Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MoHA), through the National Disaster 
Management Centre (NDMC); and the Ministry of Health (MoH) 
received donations in the form of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) from the People’s Republic of China, through Nanjing 
Municipal People’s Government, Nanjing Chemical Construction 
Co. Ltd. and NJNCC (B) Sdn. Bhd.

The donations consisted of 50,000 units of face masks and 1,000 
units of gowns from Nanjing Municipal People’s Government; 
as well as 41,000 units of face masks, 10,000 gloves, 5,000 
units of gowns, and 5,000 face shields from Nanjing Chemical 
Construction Co. Ltd. and NJNCC (B) Sdn. Bhd. 

The handover ceremony was conducted at the MoHA Building 
earlier today. Present to receive the donations at the event Yang Berhormat Minister of Home Affairs receiving the donations from Her 

Excellency, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s 
Republic of China to Brunei Darussalam at the handover ceremony.

Earlier in the sabda, Her Royal Highness also congratulated the 
government and citizens of the People’s Republic of China for 
the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries; and the 72nd founding anniversary of 
the People’s Republic of China.

Her Excellency Yu Hong, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China to Brunei 
Darussalam also presented her speech at the event; where 
she expressed her gratitude, on behalf of the Embassy of the 

People’s Republic of China to Brunei Darussalam, to Her Royal 
Highness Princess Hajah Masna for attending the reception as 
the Guest of Honour.

The virtual reception consisted of a cake-cutting session 
conducted by Her Royal Highnness; followed by the presentation 
of memento from Her Excellency Yu Hong to Her Royal 
Highness.

Her Royal Highness and Her Excellency also launched a first day 
cover for the 30th anniversary of the diplomatic relations between 
both nations.

Continue on page 7

Her Royal Highness Princess Hajah Masna during the cake-cutting session.

From page 6

Continue on page 8

Brunei-China relations based on mutual respect and trust (continued)
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Bolstering efforts against transnational crime
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 
30 - The 15th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) and its 
Related Meetings concluded with Brunei 
Darussalam’s handover of the AMMTC 
Chairmanship to the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
who will officially be taking over the AMMTC 
Chairmanship on January 1, 2022.

The meetings were conducted virtually for 
three days, from September 28 to 30, at 
the International Convention Centre (ICC), 
Berakas.

At the closing ceremony, Yang Berhormat 
Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major General (Rtd) 
Dato Paduka Seri Haji Awang Halbi bin Haji 
Mohd. Yussof, Second Minister of Defence 
as Chairman of the National Security 
Committee (NSC), in his capacity as 
Brunei Darussalam’s AMMTC Leader, 
expressed his gratitude for the support 
and cooperation demonstrated by all ASEAN 
Member States; ASEAN Dialogue Partners; 
and the ASEAN Secretariat throughout the 
country’s chairmanship of AMMTC and ASEAN 
this year.

According to the Minister, among the 
deliverables agreed by this year’s AMMTC 
was the “Bandar Seri Begawan Declaration 
on Combating Transnational Crime 
Post-COVID-19 Pandemic” and the “ASEAN 
Border Cooperation Roadmap”.

These deliverables are in line with Brunei 
Darussalam’s aspiration as the Chair of 
ASEAN for the year 2021, to encourage 
post-COVID-19 recovery efforts in the region, 
as called for under the theme “We Care, We 
Prepare, We Prosper”.

An acceptance speech was also presented 
by His Excellency Samdech Krolahom Sar 
Kheng, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior of the Kingdom of Cambodia as 
Cambodia’s AMMTC Leader.

Prior to the handover, Yang Berhormat Second 
Minister of Defence chaired the 11th AMMTC 
Plus Three Consultation between ASEAN 
member countries and the Plus Three Dialogue 
Partners (the People’s Republic of China, 
Japan and the Republic of Korea), which 
was held via video conferencing for the first 
time.

Yang Berhormat Second Minister of Defence as Chairman of the National Security Committee and 
Brunei Darussalam’s ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) Leader at the 
15th AMMTC and its Related Meetings (above); and the 15th AMMTC plenary session (below).

Brunei shows commitment in achieving  Universal Health Coverage
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 9 - As this year's 
ASEAN Chair, Brunei Darussalam was invited to the G20 
Health Ministers' Meeting. 

Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji Md. Isham 
bin Haji Jaafar, Minister of Health, delivered two intervention 
speeches during the meeting held in hybrid format (physical 
and virtual), based in Rome, Italy on September 5 and 
6. The meeting was attended by Health Ministers and 
representatives from members of the G20 (19 nations and the 
European Union); invited nations; and non-profit organisations 
(NGOs).

In his intervention speech as the ASEAN chair, the Minister 
of Health highlighted health challenges - specifically 
non-communicable diseases; and stressed that mental health 
remains part of ASEAN’s health priorities under the ASEAN 
Post-2015 Health Development Agenda.

The Minister reported that as part of Brunei Darussalam’s 
deliverables in ASEAN to promote regional cooperation 
on mental health, the country has proposed the 
endorsement of two documents: the "ASEAN Plus Three 
Leaders’ Statement on Cooperation on Mental Health 
Among Adolescents and Young Children"; and the 
"East Asia Summit Leaders’ Statement on Mental Health". 
He added that in the face of the COVID-19 crisis - which 
has affected our progress towards attaining health 
and health-related goals - it is vital for us to identify 
the resource gaps, reassess and realign national 
and international actions, so that we can accelerate the 
implementation of action plans, strategies and work 
programmes. 

The Minister stressed the critical aspect of tracking the 
progress of the implementation of the Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC); as well as the COVID-19 response and 
recovery efforts. He also stated that Brunei Darussalam - in 
its commitment to accelerate progress on the health-related 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to achieve the UHC 
and address mental health - supports the Position Paper on 
"Healthy and Sustainable Recovery".

During the intervention speech on September 6, the Minister 
stated that ASEAN Member States have come together to 
collectively respond to the COVID-19 crisis. Various actions 
across sectoral bodies were implemented to respond to the 
pandemic. 

Yang Berhormat Minister of Health delivering his intervention speech during 
the meeting held in hybrid format (physical and virtual), based in Rome, Italy.

He explained that within the health sector, continuous 
efforts have been implemented in the establishment of the 
ASEAN Centre for Public Health Emergencies and Emerging 
Diseases; development of the ASEAN Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) for Public Health Emergencies; regular 
reports on Risk Assessment for International Dissemination 
of COVID-19 in the ASEAN Region; and the exchanges on 
laboratory readiness and response.

The Minister stated that a collective ASEAN response through 
the different stages of recovery as part of the ‘One Health’ 
approach is coordinated (which focuses on key sectors and 
segments of society that are most affected by the pandemic). 
He further stated Brunei Darussalam's commitment to working 
together in implementing this approach at all levels; and 
expressed the nation's call for the global community to intensify 
efforts in building resilience by strengthening collaboration 
across sectors and working together with international 
organisations - such as the Tripartite (FAO/OIE/WHO) and 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Brunei 
Darussalam also welcomes the aims in the document entitled 
“Call to Action on Building One Health Resilience”, which 
addresses the importance the commitment towards improving 
research, data and information sharing. 

The Minister further explained that during this pandemic, it 
is important to develop and maintain the capacities required 
under the International Health Regulations for public health 
emergency preparedness, response and risk management.

The G20 Health Ministers approved the “Declaration of the G20 
Health Ministers” - which agreed "to promote strong multilateral 
cooperation"; as well as to strengthen joint efforts to end the 
COVID-19 pandemic and support recovery.

During this consultation, the Ministers and heads of delegation from ASEAN 
Member States and Plus Three countries discussed opportunities to strengthen 
regional and international cooperation, especially under the "ASEAN Plus Three 
Cooperation Work Plan 2018-2022".

The meeting also agreed to adopt the joint statement of the 11th AMMTC Plus 
Three Consultation.

Other meetings held today included the 8th AMMTC + People’s Republic of China 
Consultation; the 6th AMMTC + Japan Consultation; and the 2nd AMMTC + Republic 
of Korea Consultation, in which the ASEAN Member States and dialogue partner 
countries agreed to adopt joint statements for all the consultations.

Prior, Yang Berhormat Second Minister of Defence also chaired the 15th AMMTC 
plenary session on September 29, which was also held via video conferencing 
at ICC.

Also present at the meeting were 
Ministers and heads of delegation 
from ASEAN Member States; the 
Secretary-General of ASEAN; as well 
as senior officials from ASEAN Member 
States and the ASEAN Secretariat.

At the meeting, the Minister stated that 
Brunei Darussalam will continue to 
support regional and international efforts 
towards combatting cross-border crimes; 
by focusing on the opportunities and 
challenges potentially faced by ASEAN 
countries in the post-COVID-19 era. 
In this pursuit, the AMMTC needs to 
further enhance their level of cooperation 
with ASEAN sectoral bodies and ASEAN 

dialogue partner countries to assist 
regional recovery efforts during the 
current COVID-19 crisis.

During the plenary session, the Ministers 
and heads of ASEAN delegation 
exchanged views on efforts to combat 
transnational crime in the region; where 
Brunei Darussalam emphasised the 
need for a Whole-of-Nation approach 
in addressing the threats of transnational 
crime in the midst of  COVID-19. 

The session also discussed the status 
of the implementation of activities 
under the Senior Officials Meeting on 
Transnational Crime (SOMTC) and 
the Directors-General of Immigration 
Departments and Heads of Consular 

Affairs Divisions of the Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs (DGICM).

The 15th AMMTC and Related Meetings 
commenced with the Preparatory SOMTC 
held on September 28. Throughout 
the whole series of events, Brunei 
Darussalam’s delegation was led 
by Dato Paduka Haji Sufian bin Haji 
Sabtu, Permanent Secretary (Security, 
Enforcement and Law) at the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO).

The meetings were also attended by 
Dayang Hajah Nor Hashimah binti 
Haji Mohd. Taib, Deputy Permanent 
Secretary (Security, Enforcement and 
Law) at PMO; and senior officials from 
PMO.

Continue on page 9
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was Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Kerna Dato 
Seri Setia (Dr.) Haji Awang Abu Bakar bin Haji Apong, 
Minister of Home Affairs. Meanwhile, the donations were 
handed over by Her Excellency Yu Hong, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of 
China to Brunei Darussalam.

Prior to the arrival of the PPE, a handover ceremony was 

also held in Nanjing on September 7 – which was attended 
by senior officials from the Foreign Affairs Office of the 
Nanjing government; Nanjing Jiangbei Area; Nanjing Chemical 
Construction Co. Ltd.; as well as the Nanjing Municipal 
Bureau of Commerce.

Also in attendance at the event were Permanent 
Secretaries of MoHA and MoH; and representatives from 
Nanjing Chemical Construction Co. Ltd. and NJNCC (B) 
Sdn. Bhd.

China donates PPE (continued) Bolstering efforts against transnational crime (continued)
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29.8 per cent completed COVID-19 vaccination 

Ensure food system remains robust and sustainable

Control measures implementation

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 10 - As of today, a total number 
371,204 COVID-19 vaccination doses have been given to the citizens and 
residents of Brunei Darussalam. This means that 52 per cent of the country’s 
population have received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine; and 29.8 
per cent of the population have completed their vaccination.

A total of 36,470 senior citizens (80.7 per cent) have at least received the 
first dose; whereas 19,603 of them (43.3 per cent) have completed their 
second dose.

Meanwhile, a total of 2,478 pregnant women (70 per cent) have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine; while 1,873 breastfeeding mothers 
have at least received their first dose.

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 24 - Brunei Darussalam 
is committed to strengthening the food system by accelerating 
the production growth of the agriculture and fisheries sector; 
promoting both domestic and foreign direct investment (FDI); 
and increasing productivity through the use of technology to 
meet domestic demand and for export.

The matter was stated by Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Haji 
Awang Abdul Mokti bin Haji Mohd. Daud, Minister at the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) during the United Nations Food Systems 
Summit (UN FSS) 2021, which was held virtually.

In line with this commitment and the priorities set in the economic 
blueprint, the Minister added that a food industry roadmap has 
been prepared to increase the production of safe, halal and high-
quality food and to strengthen the food system value chain.

Among other things, the strategic initiatives outlined in the 
roadmap are to increase production; to promote high-value 
added activities; to provide conducive industrial infrastructure; to 
increase the volume and value of export by improving business 
competitiveness with better access to the international market; 
to enhance the food processing industries by capitalising on 
sub-regional and regional value chains in sourcing cost-effective 
raw materials; and to ensure environment sustainability by 
encouraging business communities to adopt green practices 
through resource restoration and regeneration.

In concluding his statement, the Minister expressed his hope 
that the nation’s continuous efforts would ensure that the food 
system remains robust and sustainable, even during times of 
uncertainty; and he further stated that Brunei Darussalam looks 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 26 - With the consent 
of His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin 
Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien 
Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam; and in light of the withstanding unstable situation in 
the country, as well as the postponement of the first dose vaccine 
administration under the National Vaccination Programme for 
COVID-19 – it was announced on September 2 that the control 
measures imposed and announced by the Ministry of Health 
(MoH) during a daily press conference on August 21 have 
been extended to Sunday, October 3. The extension of these 
control measures – which was supposed to end on September 
4 – is hoped to produce a positive impact on the COVID-19 
transmissions.

An additional measure was further imposed on September 11, 
where the ministry has initiated the use of wrist bracelets for 
those who have been identified as positive COVID-19 cases; as 
well as contacts who have been instructed to undergo quarantine 
orders. The bracelets will be provided by authorities during their 
visits to the respective individuals’ homes, or at swab centres 
when they have been instructed to undergo swab tests. Those 
who have been given a wrist bracelet are required to wear them 

Yang Berhormat Minister of Health at the press conference on the current 
situation of COVID-19 infection in Brunei Darussalam on September 29. Also 
in attendance was Yang Berhormat Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) and Second Minister of Finance and Economy.

at all times until they have completed their self-isolation period. 
Anyone caught violating the said regulation will be prosecuted 
under the Infectious Diseases Act (Chapter 204): that is, anyone 
found to have cut, loosen or unfasten the wristbands before the 
end of the designated date will incur a compound fine of $5,000. 
The bracelets consist of two colours: red for COVID-19 patients; 
and blue for close contacts that are under self-isolation.

In another press conference, MoH – in collaboration with the 
Syariah Courts, Ministry of Religious Affairs (MoRA) – informed 
the public that solemnisation ceremonies in private homes are 
no longer allowed for the time being, effective September 27. 
Solemnisations can only be conducted at the Muslim Marriage, 
Divorce, Annulment and Ruju' Registration Offices in each 
district, where the marriage approvals are issued.

MoH also recently announced that those who wish to leave their 
respective residents are required to have a registered BruHealth 
app on their mobile phones; or a shared BruHealth app with 
other individuals such as their caregivers, employers, managers 
or friends. Anyone who fails to comply with this new directive 
will be subject to a $100 compound fine. Failure to wear a 
face mask in public places will also result in a compound fine of $100.

COVID-19 STATUS IN SEPTEMBER
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4,404 new cases recorded

COVID-19 status in Brunei Darussalam

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 30 - Brunei Darussalam 
recorded 4,404 new cases in September (4,394 local and 10 
imported cases) – bringing the total number of confirmed cases 
to 7,116.

Eighty-nine new clusters were detected this month. Meanwhile, 
18 clusters have been closed, following no newly detected 
cases in the respective clusters for 28 days. This brings the total 
number of active clusters to 118.

Three thousand nine hundred and nine cases were also reported 
to have recovered this month, which sums up the total number of 
recovered cases in Brunei Darussalam to 4,875 cases; while the 
total number active cases to-date is 2,192.

Among the cases being treated at the National Isolation Centre 
(NIC), seven cases are identified under category 5 and are 
currently being treated at the Intensive Care Unit (ICU). All of them 
require artificial ventilation; with one case requiring assistance 
from an additional heart/lung machine (ECMO). Meanwhile, 
34 cases are identified under category 4. These cases require 
oxygen assistance and are placed under close monitoring.

Thirty-seven COVID-19 confirmed cases were reported to have 
deceased. Out of the figure, 13 cases were not categorised as 
death due to COVID-19 infection.

The NIC also reported four births from four positive COVID-19 
cases this month. All the patients and their newborns are in good 
condition.

As of September 30, the total number of samples tested for the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus conducted since January 2020 to 355,811 
tests.

forward to jointly implementing various initiatives under the UN 
FSS towards achieving the 2030 Agenda.

The summit brought together all member states and 
constituencies of the United Nations (UN) from around the world. 

The event’s official opening commenced with keynote remarks 
from His Excellency António Guterres, UN Secretary-General.

Several sessions were held at the summit, featuring statements 
from heads of state and government; multi-stakeholder 
commitments to action; constituency voices; and pre-eminent 
people in bringing about tangible, positive changes to the world’s 
food systems.

Yang Berhormat Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) during the 
United Nations Food Systems Summit (UN FSS) 2021.

Regional cooperation needed for sustainable development
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 20 - Yang Berhormat 
Dato Seri Setia Haji Awang Abdul Mokti bin Haji Mohd. Daud, 
Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) attended the 
ASEAN Ministerial Dialogue on Accelerating Actions to Achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which was held 
virtually at PMO earlier today.

At the closed session, the Minister shared views on attaining 
the SDGs while realising the ASEAN Community Vision 2025, 
stating that notwithstanding the disruption of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Sultanate’s efforts to further strengthen SDGs’ 
implementation have been unwavering since the submission of 
the first Voluntary National Review (VNR) back in 2020.

In the context of implementation, Brunei Darussalam has 
maintained the Whole-of-Nation approach in tying sustainability 
with day-to-day management. This is bolstered by the ASEAN 
Comprehensive Recovery Framework (which enables a stronger 
emergence from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic); as well 
as the integration of efforts in the five critical dimensions of the 
2030 agenda. 

Reflecting upon national experience and existing regional 
cooperation, the Minister further highlighted two points: the 
importance of inculcating strong partnerships; and the need to 
consider including more stakeholders to support the SDGs.

The Minister also recommended that the next dialogue should 
feature more diverse stakeholders, including the ASEAN 
Business Advisory Council (BAC), to promote effective action for 
all objectives under the SDGs. 

Brunei Darussalam was also pleased that an open dialogue – 
where experts and stakeholders had the opportunity to share 
their views on relevant topics – would take place following the 
closed session.

The dialogue began with opening remarks from His Excellency 
Suharo Monoarfa, Minister of National Development Planning of 
the Republic of Indonesia as the Co-Chair.

Also in attendance were Ministers and senior officials from 
ASEAN Members States.

Logistics sector fostering economic development
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 9 - The logistics 
sector plays a critical role in ASEAN's integration into 
regional and global value chains; it currently accounts 
for about 5 per cent of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in ASEAN. In view of the significant role the logistics 
sector play in fostering economic development, it is even 
more timely to ensure a well-developed and efficient 
logistics network, due to its impact on the economic 
activities, trade cost competitiveness and supply chain 
connectivity.

Therefore, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) and ASEAN Secretariat in 
embarking this project three years ago, as part of the ASEAN 
Competition Action Plan (ACAP) 2016-2025, towards a more 
pro-competitive regulations and elimination of competition 
distortions, to enhance market efficiencies.

The sectors are key for the development of the enterprise sector, 
particularly the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
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and new start-ups, which can generate economic growth and 
employment. 

The matter was highlighted by Yang Berhormat Dato Seri 
Setia Dr. Awang Haji Mohd. Amin Liew bin Abdullah, 
Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) and Second 
Minister of Finance as the Chair of the ASEAN Economic 
Ministers Meeting at the launching of the OECD Competition 
Assessment and Competitive Neutrality Reports on the 
Logistic Sector in ASEAN which was held via video 
conference.

The Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office and Second Minister 
of Finance added that the OECD also carried out an assessment 
of the impact of state-owned enterprises on competition 
entitled "OECD Competitive Neutrality Reviews: Small-Package 
Delivery Services in ASEAN" - this study on the small package 
delivery market has become even more relevant, in view 
of the rapid growth of e-commerce amid the COVID-19 
crisis.

While the project started in 2018, the policy recommendations 
have taken into account the issues as a result of COVID-19 
pandemic. Therefore, they remain relevant in addressing the 
structural and regulatory shortcomings.

“I believe, this can help ASEAN economies pursue a 
more sustainable growth and create job opportunities by 
enhancing competitiveness, encouraging investment and 
stimulating productivity in the logistics service sector,” said the 
Minister.

The current economic and pandemic crisis confronting 
ASEAN and the world has brought on the need to reset 
competition policy and its implementation to suit the current 
economic and social context.

Competition policy and law cannot work in isolation from 
other public policies; and they must be complemented by 
other related industrial policies, with robust implementation to 
support a competitive business environment.

In the context of Brunei Darussalam, the Competition 

importers, and satisfy the needs of regionally integrated 
production facilities for reliable just-in-time delivery of inputs/
outputs.  

The AEC Blueprint lists logistics services among its 12 key 
priority integration sectors. These regional reports bring together 
the 10 individual country assessments and provides an overview 
at the ASEAN level.

From page 11

Yang Berhormat Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) and Second Minister of Finance as the Chair of the ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting at 
the launching of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Competition Assessment and Competitive Neutrality Reports on the 
Logistic Sector in ASEAN held via video conference.

Brunei receives 100,000 doses Sinopharm vaccine
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 12 - Some 100,000 
doses of the Sinopharm vaccine donated by the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China to Brunei Darussalam arrived at 
the Brunei International Airport, Berakas.

Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Erywan bin Pehin 
Datu Pekerma Jaya Haji Mohd Yusof, Second Minister of Foreign 
Affairs attended the handover ceremony on behalf of the Brunei 
Government; while Her Excellency Yu Hong, Ambassador of the 
People’s Republic of China to Brunei Darussalam represented 
the Chinese Government.

The vaccine contribution is the second batch received from 
the Chinese Government. The first comprised 52,000 doses of 
Sinopharm, which was received in February.

Yang Berhormat Second Minister of Foreign Affairs receiving the 
contribution from Her Excellency Ambassador of the People’s Republic of 
China to Brunei Darussalam.

Yang Berhormat Second Minister of Foreign Affairs with His Excellency 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to Brunei 
Darussalam.

Japan’s donations safely arrive in Brunei

Government receives donations from Australia

BERAKAS, September 24 - A total of 100,000 doses of 
AstraZeneca vaccine donated by the Government of Japan 
safely arrived at the Brunei International Airport, Berakas 

Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Erywan bin Pehin 
Datu Pekerma Jaya Haji Mohd. Yusof, Second Minister of Foreign 
Affairs attended the donation handover ceremony on behalf of 
the Government of Brunei Darussalam. On the other hand, the 
Government of Japan was represented by His Excellency Eiji 
Yamamoto, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Japan to Brunei Darussalam.

BERAKAS, September 22 - Brunei Darussalam received 
donations in the form of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
and RT-PCR COVID-19 swab test kits. The items arrived safely 
via Royal Brunei Airlines (RB) direct flight from Melbourne.

The donation handover ceremony took place at the Brunei 
International Airport, Berakas. Attending on behalf of the 
Government of Brunei Darussalam was Yang Berhormat Dato 
Seri Setia Awang Haji Erywan bin Pehin Datu Pekerma Jaya 
Haji Mohd. Yusof, Second Minister of Foreign Affairs; whereas 
Her Excellency Tiffany Anne McDonald, High Commissioner of 
Australia to Brunei Darussalam, was present on behalf of the 
Government of Australia. 

On September 17, 100,000 doses of Australian-manufactured 
AstraZeneca vaccines were contributed by the Australian 
Government to Brunei Darussalam. A handover ceremony 
was held at the airport, which was attended by Pengiran Datin 
Shazainah binti Pengiran Dato Paduka Shariffuddin, Permanent 
Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) on behalf 

of the Government of Brunei Darussalam. Representing the 
Australian Government was Chintana Vongpaseuth, Acting High 
Commissioner of Australia to Brunei Darussalam.

Yang Berhormat Second Minister of Foreign Affairs and Her Excellency 
High Commissioner of Australia to Brunei Darussalam attending the donation 
handover ceremony at the Brunei International Airport.

Logistics sector fostering economic development (continued)

Commission Brunei Darussalam (CCBD) strives to work with 
the government to enhance synergy between competition law 
and competition policies to enhance market efficiencies and 
improve consumer welfare, while maintaining healthy public 
finances.

The CCBD will endeavour to continuously engage with 
relevant regulators and raise awareness on the two OECD 
reports.

“It is hoped that the competition assessment review can 
be exemplary to other sectors to promote the inclusion of 
competition dimension in the formulation and execution of public 
policies,” added the Minister.

“l thank the OECD, the Government of United Kingdom (UK) 
and all contributors involved in ASEAN, in the success of 
preparing these reports under the Fostering Competition in 
ASEAN Project. 

“We look forward to continuing and broadening co-operation 
with the OECD and ASEAN partners to adopt relevant 
recommendations and best regulatory practices; to deliver 
tangible outcomes in improving this very crucial sector, for the 
benefit of our people,” said the Minister.

Earlier, the Minister launched two OECD reports: namely 
the "OECD Competition Assessment Reviews: Logistics 
Sector in ASEAN"; and the "OECD Competitive 
Neutrality Reviews: Small-Package Delivery Services in 
ASEAN".

The Project on Fostering Competition in ASEAN 2018-2021 
focuses on the logistics sector and comprises two parallel 
components: namely the competition assessment reviews of 
specific logistics sub-sectors; and competitive neutrality reviews 
of small-package delivery services.

Efficient logistics can play a significant role in increasing a 
country’s economic development by facilitating international 
trade and improving its competitiveness. 

By developing an efficient logistics system, a country can 
enhance its connectivity to better serve their exporters and 

Continue on page 13

The project is consistent with the initiatives under the ASEAN 
Competition Action Plan 2025, which relates to reducing 
anti-competitive regulation and enhancing competitive neutrality 
for state-owned enterprises, to improve the business environment 
by creating a level playing field for businesses, foster trade and 
reduce inequality.

The project is implemented by the OECD with the support from 
the ASEAN Experts Group on Competition (AEGC) and the UK 
Government (with funding from the UK Prosperity Fund).

From page 12

Logistics sector fostering economic development (continued)
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Improve energy security, enhance energy transition

CAECW promotes educational cooperation

Forum promotes collaborative innovation

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 16 - The annual 
ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting (AMEM) and its associated 
meetings held its 39th iteration from September 13 to 16.

The meeting, hosted and chaired by Brunei Darussalam, was 
attended by Ministers of Energy from the ASEAN region.

The 39th AMEM was officiated and chaired by Yang Berhormat 
Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji Mat Suny bin Haji Md. Hussein 
virtually at the Sepakat Room, International Convention Centre 
(ICC), Berakas; and vice-chaired by His Excellency Suy Sem 
from the Ministry of Mining and Energy of Cambodia.

Also present was Yang Mulia Dato Seri Paduka Awang Haji 
Matsatejo bin Sokiaw, Deputy Minister of Energy as Head of 
Delegation of Brunei Darussalam.

The meeting discussed the progress of activities of the ASEAN 
Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation (APAEC), as it ventures 
into Phase II for the year 2021-2025 in seven programme 
areas: namely the ASEAN Power Grid (APG); Trans-ASEAN 
Gas Pipeline (TAGP); coal and clean coal technology; energy 
efficiency and conservation; renewable energy; regional energy 
policy and planning; and civilian nuclear energy.

Phase II aims for higher targets and new initiatives to enhance 
energy transition and resilience towards a sustainable energy 
future – taking into account the impacts of COVID-19 and 
its recovery plans; trends in global economy; and energy 
cross-cutting issues, such as climate change and low-carbon 
emission.

During the meeting, Brunei Darussalam with the other ASEAN 
member countries agreed on the adoption of the Bandar Seri 
Begawan Joint Declaration of the 39th AMEM on Energy 
Security and Energy Transition, as part of the country’s ASEAN 
Chairmanship five deliverables for 2021.

Among the objectives of the declaration is to shape the regional 
energy outlook even beyond 2025, in ensuring future energy 
security and accelerating the low-carbon energy transition 
towards a dynamic and sustainable regional economic 
community. This is crucial in ensuring that the energy sector 
continues to make effective and meaningful contributions – 
particularly towards enhancing ASEAN’s preparedness and 
response to regional emergencies and disaster.

One of the Brunei-led initiatives is the concept paper on AMEM 
– wide education and training exchanges on the role of natural 
gas in advancing a low – carbon energy transition. Other 
Brunei-led initiatives include the concept paper on establishing 
ASEAN energy interaction programmes as well as conducting 

workshops on hydrogen economy and carbon capture, 
utilisation, and storage.

Associated meetings were also conducted over the course of two 
days: including the 18th ASEAN+3 Ministers on Energy Meeting 
(AMEM+3); the 15th East Asia Summit Energy Ministers Meeting 
(EAS EMM); the 7th ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting – 
International Energy Agency Dialogue (AMEM – IEA Dialogue); 
and the 5th ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting – International 
Renewable Energy Agency Dialogue (AMEM – IRENA Dialogue).
Other events included the ASEAN Energy Business Forum 
(AEBF); and the East Asia Energy Forum and Ministers – CEO 
Dialogue (EAEFM-CD).

Speaking during the meeting's officiation, the Minister of Energy 
stated that Brunei’s AMEM Chairmanship this year, in line with 
our ASEAN Chairmanship 2021 theme, "We Care, We Prepare, 
We Prosper", will promote these two vital tasks in advancing the 
low-carbon energy transition agenda in AMEM – emphasising our 
role in ASEAN community building efforts; and highlighting the 
importance of people-centred and people-oriented community.

The Minister added that the 10 AMEM 2021 priorities are a 
practical approach to strengthen our capacity and capability 
in dealing with the issues and challenges of ensuring energy 
security and accelerating energy transition in the region. It 
would also underscore the importance of working closely and 
collectively in carrying out our tasks to enhance connectivity; 
and increase economic competitiveness and productivity in the 
region.

Therefore, the Bandar Seri Begawan Joint Declaration of the 39th 
AMEM on Energy Security and Energy Transition  – will go a long 
way in pursuing the goal of energy security; while transitioning 
our diverse energy systems towards lower-emissions to achieve 
access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 
for all.

The Joint Declaration will, therefore, chart and consolidate efforts 
to improve energy security and enhance the energy transition 
in the region for a more prepared, dynamic and sustainable 
regional economic community that can enhance the lives of our 
people.

In addition, according to the Minister, Brunei has also come 
up with key initiatives: namely the AMEM-wide education and 
training exchanges on the role of natural gas in advancing a 
low-carbon energy transition; the AMEM workshop on hydrogen 
economy and carbon capture, utilisation and storage; ASEAN 

Yang Berhormat Minister of Energy during the signing of Bandar Seri Begawan Joint Declaration of 
the 39th AMEM on Energy Security and Energy Transition virtually.

Yang Berhormat Minister of Energy attending the virtual meeting.

Yang Berhormat Minister of Education attending the 2021 China-ASEAN 
Education Cooperation Week (CAECW) virtually.

energy establishments; and climate change 
organisations cooperation on energy issues 
and establishing ASEAN energy interaction 
programmes – which we will add value 
and complement the AMEM priorities this 
year; as well as give a strong momentum 
to the implementation of the first year of the 
ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation 
(APAEC) Phase II: 2021 – 2025.

On the importance of further promoting 
relations and cooperation with ASEAN 
dialogue partners, international organisations 
and other external partners, the Minister was 
pleased with the continued interest of our 
partners in the region; and expressed the 
need to reinforce our central role in the global 
arena.

Also present was Yang Mulia Deputy Minister of Energy as Head of Delegation 
of Brunei Darussalam (centre).

Continue on page 15

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 24 - Yang Berhormat 
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Hamzah bin Haji Sulaiman, Minister 
of Education virtually attended the 2021 China-ASEAN Education 
Cooperation Week (CAECW).

The annual event is a governmental platform that plays an active 
role in promoting educational cooperation and people-to-people 
exchange between the People’s Republic of China and ASEAN 
Member States; which contributes towards the construction of 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

Hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education 
of the People’s Republic of China, as well as Guizhou Provincial 
People’s Government; and co-organised by the Guizhou 
Provincial Department of Education and the Foreign Affairs 
Office of Guizhou Province, this year’s CAEW was held both 
physically and online at the Guizhou Province of the People’s 
Republic of China. 

The event was attended by Education Ministers, other Ministers 
and Leaders from the People’s Republic of China and ASEAN 
Member States; as well as His Excellency Dato Paduka Lim 
Jock Hoi, ASEAN Secretary-General.

During the event, the Minister of Education stated that Bunei 
Darussalam and the People’s Republic of China have long 
enjoyed excellent relations and close cooperation – especially in 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 27 - Yang Berhormat 
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Hamzah bin Haji Sulaiman, 
Minister of Education virtually attended the 2021 China-ASEAN 
Vocational Education Exhibition and Forum.

The event, which takes place five times a year, was held to 
promote collaborative innovation; and to build exchange and 
cooperative platforms for technical and vocational education 
and training between the People’s Republic of China and 
ASEAN Member States, as part of the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI).

The 2021 China-ASEAN Vocational Education Exhibition 
and Forum was held both physically and virtually in Nanning, 

the field of education. 

The education ministries of both nations have established 
various joint cooperation and collaboration between their 
educational institutions and other sectors on diverse matters; 
such as higher education, technical and vocational education 
and training, as well as other initiatives and programmes.

The Minister also congratulated the People’s Republic of China  
for spearheading the event.

Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of 
China. 

The event was hosted by the Chinese Ministry of Education 
and the Guangxi government. It was attended by Education 
Ministers; along with other Ministers and leaders from China 
and ASEAN Member States; directors from international 
organisations; as well as Presidents of institutions; and 
entrepreneurs.

During the forum, the Minister of Education mentioned that 
Brunei Darussalam and China have a common interest in 

Continue on page 16

Improve energy security, enhance energy transition (continued)
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promoting technical and vocational education and training – 
particularly now, where a new variety of disruptive technologies 
such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), machine learning, 5G 
and improved connectivity are demanding higher-level 
competencies and skills.

The Minister also congratulated China for hosting the event; 
and stated his hope to further strengthen the collaboration 
and cooperation that will benefit all parties in their efforts to 
build a prosperous and sustainable future together.

From page 15

Yang Berhormat Minister of Education virtually attending the 2021 
China-ASEAN Vocational Education Exhibition and Forum.

Yang Berhormat Minister of Transport and Infocommunications delivering a 
pre-recorded speech for the ASEAN-United Kingdom (UK) Digital Innovation 
Partnership Symposium.

Ensuring readiness towards digital transformation
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 1 - Yang 
Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Awang Abdul Mutalib bin 
Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Setia Dato Paduka Haji Awang 
Mohammad Yusof, Minister of Transport and 
Infocommunications delivered a pre-recorded speech for the 
ASEAN-United Kingdom (UK) Digital Innovation Partnership 
Symposium, held virtually. 

With the focus on ASEAN-UK collaboration to support digital 
innovation, the symposium is a collaboration between the 
UK Government, UK-ASEAN Business Council, ASEAN 
Secretariat and ASEAN Business Advisory Council. With 
the theme “Great Partnerships are Committed to Boosting 
Trade and Investment”, the symposium was officiated 
with an opening remark from Natalie Black CBE, Her 
Majesty's Trade Commissioner for Asia Pacific; and His 
Excellency Dato Lim Jock Hoi, Secretary-General of 
ASEAN.

The Minister of Transport and Info-communications delivered 
a pre-recorded speech; alongside Her Excellency Caroline 
Dinenage MP, Minister of State for Digital and Culture, 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, UK. 

In his speech, the Minister shared the importance of digital 
technologies in the efforts towards building resilience, 
recovery and sustainability from the impacts of COVID-19. 
Digital transformation is now immersing deeply in all 
economic sectors and activities. Therefore, there is a need 
to set priorities, amongst others, in upgrading infrastructure, 
improving access, promoting digital technology adoption and 
enhancing human capital development to ensure readiness 
and preparedness for digital transformation and 
innovation.

The Minister also shared that digitalisation has been 
identified as one of the Strategic Thrusts under Brunei 
Darussalam’s ASEAN Chairmanship for 2021. In line with the 
theme of ASEAN 2021, “We Care, We Prepare, We Prosper”, 
the Strategic Thrust on Digitalisation places importance on 
fostering a resilient ASEAN through leveraging on new  
technologies and digitalisation in order to provide a safe, 
secure and harmonised e-commerce environment and digital 
ecosystem. 

The Minister further emphasised that Brunei Darussalam’s 

policy priorities and strategies in digitalisation are guided 
by the Digital Economy Masterplan 2025 with the vision 
"Smart Nation through Digital Transformation". Innovation 
is also emphasised further with the recent formation of the 
Council for Research and the Advancement of Technology and 
Science (CREATES) this year.

The Minister further mentioned how digital transformation 
and innovation are underpinned by cybersecurity, which is 
crucial towards providing a secure and safe environment 
for businesses and communities to prosper. There is also a 
need to ensure  that our human capital development is 
able to leverage on the opportunities from digital 
transformation.

The symposium programme included an interactive panel 
discussion on the future trends, challenges and opportunities in 
digital transformation, e-commerce and digital trade facilitation 
as well as digital governance and standards in accelerating 
businesses growth.

The symposium launched the ASEAN-UK Digital Innovation 
Partnership and served as a platform for digital and non-digital 
senior leaders in governments and businesses across the 
region to share best practices on important themes relating 
to digital and technology - including the digitalisation of 
public services. 

4th PMCA awarded to IBTE instructor

Her Excellency Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
Kingdom of Thailand to Brunei Darussalam delivering the 4th Princess Maha 
Chakri Award (PMCA) to Pengiran Haji Mohd. Wahab bin Pengiran Haji 
Abdullah.

A total of 100,000 Moderna vaccine doses safely arrived in Brunei Darussalam 
from Singapore.

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 22 - Pengiran Haji 
Mohd. Wahab bin Pengiran Haji Abdullah, Assistant Senior 
Technical Instructor at the School of Hospitality and Tourism, 
Institute of Brunei Technical Education (IBTE) received the 4th 
Princess Maha Chakri Award (PMCA).

The award was conferred by Her Excellency Wanthanee 
Viputwongsakul, the Kingdom of Thailand’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Brunei Darussalam, who 
also delivered a speech at the award presentation ceremony.

The ceremony, which took place at the Royal Thai Embassy, also 
saw the presentation of a token of appreciation to Dr. Shamsiah 
Zuraini Kanchanawati binti Haji Tajuddin, Permanent Secretary 
(Core Education) at the Ministry of Education (MoE).

The entire event was recorded before the portrait of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn for later use at the 
Princess Maha Chakri Award Ceremony, which will take place in 
Thailand on October 29.

Normally, the recipients of the award would have the opportunity 
to travel to Thailand and attend the actual ceremony – in which 
Her Royal Highness would preside and confer the awards in 

person. However, due to the COVID-19 situation, this year’s 
ceremony will convene via video conferencing.

Singapore sends 100,000 doses of Moderna

UTB: Brunei’s 1st 5-plus star university

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 29 - A total of 100,000 
Moderna vaccine doses safely arrived in Brunei Darussalam 
from Singapore via flight BI422.

This contribution is part of the bilateral cooperation between 
Brunei Darussalam and the Republic of Singapore in addressing 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Brunei will also be providing the same 
amount of vaccine to Singapore once the supply is available in 
the country. 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 11 - For the first time 
in history, Universiti Teknologi Brunei (UTB) was awarded the 
5-Plus Star rating for excellence by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), 
a world leader in Higher Education analysis based in the United 
Kingdom (UK). 

This achievement has placed UTB amongst the 15 universities in 
the world and the only university in Southeast Asia to receive the 
prestigious QS 5-Plus Star Award. 

The 5-Plus Star Award recognises the university as an elite 
destination for the very best students and faculty worldwide; and 
acknowledges UTB’s research excellence, quality in teaching, 
globalisation experience for students, and capacity for nurturing 
student talent.

Other top global universities awarded the QS 5-Plus Star 
rating for excellence include the Loughborough University; the 
University of Glasgow; and Newcastle University in UK; North 
Carolina State University in the United States of America (US); 
Western University in Canada; Massey University and Victoria 

University of Wellington in New Zealand; University of Otago, 
University of South Australia, University of Technology Sydney in 
Australia; City University of Hong Kong and others.

This shows that UTB can be at par with other prestigious 
universities around the world and clear indicators of UTB’s ability 
to harness its strengths as an institution of global calibre.

This 13-year-old university has demonstrated promising growth 
from its first QS Stars audit in 2017 with an overall QS 4 Star 
rating. Ever since then UTB continued to improve its standings 
from an overall QS 5 Star in 2018 to a QS 5-Plus Star rating this 
year.

Currently, UTB is ranked at 344 worldwide; and at 40 for Young 
Global University under 50 years of age by QS. In the latest QS 
Asia University Rankings 2021 edition, UTB is ranked at 128 
among a total of 634 institutions across the continent.

According to a report by QS, UTB’s recent result – the highest 

Continue on page 18
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possible rating – was announced 
following a comprehensive audit and 
evaluation that took place from April 14 
to August 26 across a range of areas 
including Teaching, Employability, 
Research, Internationalisation, Facilities, 
Social Responsibility, Inclusiveness 
and Programme Strength category: 
Engineering – Civil and Structural. The 
QS Star Rating is evaluated once every 
three years. To be rated 5-Plus Star, an 
institution must achieve the maximum five 
stars across all categories.

As a young and energetic university, 
UTB performs exceptionally well as it 
obtained perfect scores in four out of eight 
of its assessed categories – Teaching, 
Employability, Social Responsibility and 
Inclusiveness.

The maximum point of 150 points in both 
Teaching and Employability categories 
reflect UTB’s ever growing reputation 
for delivering the highest standards of 
teaching and learning in providing quality 
education to its students to in ensuring all 
students achieve their fullest potential and 
maximise opportunities during their time 
of study at UTB. This also shows UTB’s 
continuous commitment in preparing its 
graduates to be individuals and industry 
ready.

For Social Responsibility and 
Inclusiveness categories, UTB received 
full marks of 50. As a global university 
that envisions to make positive impacts to 
society, this accomplishment has shown 
that UTB continues to encourage its staff 
and students to be involved in community 
service activities as well as fostering the 
culture of diversity and inclusion. This is 
also in line with the university’s mission to 
nurture socially responsible talents deeply 
rooted in MIB values and committed to 
building a global and entrepreneurial 
society in pursuit of innovation and 
industry-relevant capabilities towards the 
fulfilment of the Brunei Vision 2035. 

Other aspects that enabled the university 
to achieve this prestigious score 
include Programme Strength category: 
Engineering-Civil and Structural, which 
UTB performed particularly well according 
to the QS report.

As the key provider of Engineering 
Higher Education in Brunei, this amazing 
result is yet another testimony to the 
strengths and quality of education at 
UTB, through its efforts in pursuing and 
retaining professional accreditations for 
its programmes.

The Civil Engineering with Structural 
Engineering programmes are both 
accredited by the Institution of Civil 
Engineers (ICE); the Institution of 
Structural Engineers (IStructE); the 
Chartered Institution of Highways and 
Transportation (CIHT); and the Institute of 
Highway Engineers (IHE), on behalf of the 
UK Engineering Council.

Pleased with the university’s impressive 
accomplishment, Professor Dr. Dayang 
Hajah Zohrah binti Haji Sulaiman, Vice-
Chancellor of UTB shared her delights, 
“Alhamdulilah, I would like to express 
my deepest gratitude and appreciation 
to the inspiring leadership of His Majesty 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin 
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Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji 
Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi 
Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Brunei Darussalam as Chancellor of UTB; 
the continuous support of His Majesty the 
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam’s government; the hard work 
of everyone at the University; the quality of 
our students; and the commitment of our 
strategic partners. This great achievement 
presents a historic milestone for UTB by 
being the only university in the Sultanate 
and Southeast Asia to be rated 5-Plus 
Star. This is a testament, amongst others, 
of UTB’s excellence, agility and resilience 
even in times of extraordinary change 
and uncertainty that helps propel UTB to 
achieve these global standards”.

The Vice-Chancellor also said that she 
hopes the QS Star rating can become a 
deciding factor for prospective students, 
ultimately influencing their decision 
on university enrolment. This is in line 
with His Majesty’s titah (royal speech) 
during UTB’s Convocation in 2017, 
where His Majesty called upon for UTB to 
multiply its internationalisation efforts 
to attract more foreign students. His 
Majesty also welcomed UTB's efforts 
to benchmark through star ratings 
and rankings among the universities in 
Asia.

Signing of MoU to enhance students’ learning
TUNGKU LINK, September 27 - Universiti Teknologi Brunei 
(UTB) and Mitsubishi Corporation (MC) signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) to provide financial support in the form 
of scholarships to selected undergraduate students at the 
university.

In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, the virtual signing was hosted 
by UTB via video conference.

Attending the event as the Guest of Honour was Dr. Haji Azman 
bin Ahmad, Permanent Secretary (Higher Education) at the 
Ministry of Education (MoE).

Professor Dr. Dayang Hajah Zohrah binti Haji Sulaiman, 

Vice-Chancellor of UTB; Tadashi Hara, MC Brunei Liaison 
Office Country Representative; Dr. Chin Wei Keh, Deputy 
Permanent Secretary (Higher Education) at MoE; as well as 
representatives from the Embassy of Japan; and officers from 
MoE, UTB and MC were also present at the signing.

Signing the MoU on behalf of UTB was the Vice-Chancellor 
of the university; while MC was represented by Noriko Lizuka, 
International Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Team 
Leader, Corporate Sustainability and CSR Department. 

On the other hand, Tadashi Hara signed the MoU in the presence 
of the Guest of Honour on behalf of Noriko Lizuka.

The event commenced with welcoming remarks presented by 
Professor Dr. Dayang Hajah Zohrah and Tadashi Hara. A mock 
cheque presentation also took place following the signing.

Professor Dr. Dayang Hajah Zohrah expressed her appreciation 
to MC for selecting UTB for the programme.

Under the MoU, MC will be funding scholarships to five full-time 

undergraduate students at selected universities. The scholarship 
of tuition fees amounting to $10,000 will be shared among the 
students to cover an entire year worth of tuition fees for the 
2021/2022 academic session.

The recipients comprising first year to final year students 
were selected based on the criteria mutually agreed by both 
parties: including the students’ financial background, academic 
performance and extracurricular activities. The scholarships are 
also hoped to enhance the students’ learning.

Continue on page 19

UNISSA receives four stars ‘plus’
GADONG, September 3 - Based on the University Performance 
Metrics (UPM) evaluation system led by Vietnam National 
University, in collaboration with the ASEAN University Network 
(AUN), Universiti Islam Sultan Sharif Ali (UNISSA) has been 
recognised as a four-star ‘plus’ institution in the applied 
university category.

In the UPM 2021 edition, UNISSA obtained five stars in the 
research category, while also earning four stars in six out of 
eight evaluation categories: strategic governance, education, 
innovation ecosystem, information technology infrastructure, 
internationalisation and community service.

The rating indicates that as a purely Islamic higher institution, 
UNISSA is able to achieve international recognition and 
continue to move forward, particularly in addressing the 
challenges of the Industrial Revolution 4.0 era.

Dr. Haji Norarfan bin Haji Zainal, Rector of UNISSA said that 
this achievement was a good start for UNISSA to move forward 
as an international university that offers study, research 
and human development programmes through holistic 
methods and the latest technology –  in line with world 
developments and enhancing efforts to achieve higher 
recognition in the future.

In addition, this recognition also shows that Islamic universities 
also have advantages and are able to compete at the 
international level.

As a result of the evaluation of 52 indicators in eight categories, 
the research category earned the highest points with 182 points 
and five stars – showing that UNISSA is also capable of being 
active in producing high-quality research, equivalent to other 
universities. UNISSA’s excellence in the education category is 
also commendable, with 249.5 points. In that particular category, 
UNISSA earned five stars in eight out of 15 indicators, among 
which are the quality and reputation of the faculty; size of 
postgraduate education; development of new technology 
programmes; and student and employer satisfaction with 
teaching.

According to the UPM report, UNISSA received full points 
and five stars in several indicators in the internationalisation 
category – especially in terms of providing programmes that use 
foreign languages, such as Arabic and English, as the medium 
of instruction in education. This shows that UNISSA is able to 
highlight its strengths and ongoing commitment in providing 
quality programmes that are able to attract international students, 
in line with UNISSA’s vision to become a regional hub of Islamic 
higher education.

Improve energy security, enhance energy transition (continued)

Permanent Secretary (Higher Education) at the Ministry of Education (MoE) attending the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) Signing Ceremony as the 
Guest of Honour.

UTB: Brunei’s 1st 5-plus star university (continued)
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IBTE signs MoU with Indonesian institutes
GADONG, September 30 - The Institute of 
Brunei Technical Education (IBTE) virtually 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Merchant Marine Polytechnic 
of Makassar, Indonesia; and Merchant 
Marine Polytechnic Malahayati.

Signing on behalf of IBTE was Dr. Awang 
Haji Mohd. Zamri bin Haji Sabli, IBTE 
Director of Technical Education; and Dr. 
Suhaimi bin Haji Abdul Wahab, Acting 
Principal of IBTE.

On the other hand, Merchant Marine 
Polytechnic of Makassar was represented 
by Captain Sukirno, Director; and Captain 
Hadi Setiawan, Deputy Director of 
Education. Meanwhile, Merchant Marine 
Polytechnic of Malahayati was signed 
by Joni Turiska, Director; and Dr. Ahmad 
Fauzi, Deputy Director of Education.

The objective of the signing was to realise 
IBTE’s aspiration to promote and develop 
formal collaboration and cooperation 

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) Signing Ceremony held between the Institute of Brunei 
Technical Education (IBTE); Merchant Marine Polytechnic of Makassar, Indonesia; and Merchant Marine 
Polytechnic Malahayati.

between IBTE Brunei Maritime Academy 
(BMA) and the other two institutes.

The event also consisted of welcoming 

remarks from IBTE Director of Technical 
Education; followed by speeches from the 
Directors of the two respective polytechnic 
institutes.

Increase in Total Trade in June
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, September 8 - In June 2021, Brunei Darussalam’s total trade was valued at $3,154.9 million, an 
increase by 178.6 per cent from $1,132.6 million during the same month last year. Meanwhile, for month-to-month changes, total 
trade for June increased by 70.5 per cent compared to May.

Total exports increased by 145.8 per cent year-on-year to $1,320.7 million compared to $537.4 million in June 2020. This was mainly 
due to the increase in Mineral Fuels exports to $991.8 million (June 2021) from $417.6 million (June 2020); and Chemicals exports 
to $302.2 million (June 2021) from $109.1 million (June 2020).

The increase in Mineral Fuels exports was largely due to an increase in the value of exports of crude oil, exports of Liquified Natural 
Gas (LNG) and exports of petroleum products from the downstream activities. The increase in exports of crude oil was mainly 
attributed to a significant increase in average price to USD73.82 per barrel (June 2021) from USD34.52 per barrel (June 2020). 
Likewise, for LNG exports, the increase was due to an increase in the average price to USD9.16 per MMBtu (June 2021) from 
USD4.26 per MMBtu (June 2020). Meanwhile, the total volume of both crude oil and LNG exports recorded a decline compared to 
the previous year. 

In terms of commodity by section, Mineral Fuels represented the major contributor to Brunei Darussalam’s exports (75.1 per cent); 
followed by Chemicals (22.9 per cent); and Machinery and Transport Equipment (0.8 per cent). 

The main exports market in June 2021 was Singapore (27.4 per cent); followed by the People’s Republic of China (23.1 per cent); 
and Japan (18.0 per cent). 

For imports, the total value increased to $1,834.2 million (June 2021) from $595.2 million (June 2020) – mainly driven by an increase 
in imports of Mineral Fuels, which are largely used as input for the production of petrochemical products. 

The five main imports by commodity were Mineral Fuels (84.6 per cent); followed by Machinery and Transport Equipment (5.7 per 
cent); Food (3.1 per cent); Manufactured Goods (2.5 per cent); and Chemicals (2.1 per cent).

By End Use Category, imports of Intermediate Goods accounted for 56.8 per cent of the total imports; followed by Capital Goods (40.7 
per cent); and Consumption Goods (2.5 per cent).

For imports by trading partners, 
the highest share was from 
Saudi Arabia (60.7 per cent); 
followed by Russia (11.1 
per cent); and Malaysia (7.9 
per cent). The largest import 
commodity from Saudi Arabia, 
Russia and Malaysia was 
Mineral Fuels.

According to the mode 
of transport, in June, the 
highest share was transport by 
sea, which amounted to $3,074.4 
million (97.4 per cent). This was 
followed by air transport ($56.9 
million or 1.8 per cent); and via 
land ($23.4 million or 0.7 per 
cent).

Increase in Total Trade in June (continued)


