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His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali 
Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam delivering a titah 
(royal speech) at the 28th Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Economic Leaders’ Meeting (AELM) 
held virtually from Baitul Mesyuarah, Istana Nurul Iman.

Technology tools for economic opportunities
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
12 - His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni  
Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali 
Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, 
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam, joined the 28th Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting (AELM), which was 
held virtually from Baitul Mesyuarah, 
Istana Nurul Iman. 

The APEC Meeting – which was chaired 
by Her Excellency The Right Honourable 
Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister of New 
Zealand as Chair of APEC 2021 – among 
other things, focused on recovering 
from COVID-19 to build prosperity for all 
citizens and future generations. 

At the meeting, His Majesty the Sultan and 
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam 
noted in his titah (royal speech) that the 
global economy remains fragile and more 
needs to be done for a more sustainable 
recovery. 

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
22 - His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni  
Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali 
Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, 
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam co-chaired the ASEAN-China 
Special Summit to Commemorate the 30th 
Anniversary of ASEAN-China Dialogue 
Relations, which was held virtually from 
Baitul Mesyuarah, Istana Nurul Iman. 

At the special summit, His Majesty the 
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam, as Chair of ASEAN in 2021 
and Co-Chair of the special summit, 
highlighted the timeliness of establishing 
a comprehensive strategic partnership 
between ASEAN and China this year. 

China: ASEAN’s top trading partner
Over the past three decades,  
ASEAN-China cooperation has gone from 
strength to strength; and today it stands 
as one of the most comprehensive and 
substantive partnerships that span across 
and within the three Community Pillars of 
ASEAN. 

His Majesty also highlighted the 
remarkable achievements attained in 
the ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations, 
including China being the first Dialogue 
Partner of ASEAN to accede to the Treaty 
of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast 
Asia (TAC); the first Strategic Partner of 
ASEAN; and the first Dialogue Partner to 
establish a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
with ASEAN. 

Moreover, the Monarch added, China 
has continued to be ASEAN’s top trading 
partner over the last 12 years.

His Majesty stated that in our efforts to 
combat the COVID-19 pandemic, China 
had assisted ASEAN Member States by 
providing vaccines and medical supplies 
and reinforcing ASEAN’s COVID-19 
response.

In this regard, His Majesty expressed 
deep appreciation for China’s continued 
commitment to ASEAN over the years 
and its support for ASEAN Centrality 
and ASEAN Community building efforts 
through ASEAN-led processes. 

Continue on page 4
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His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni 
Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali 
Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, 
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Brunei Darussalam received in 
audience at Istana Nurul Iman from 
Her Excellency Tiffany McDonald, 
outgoing High Commissioner of 
Australia to Brunei Darussalam on 
November 27.

His Majesty receives audience

His Royal Highness Prince Haji  
Al-Muhtadee Billah ibni His Majesty 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah 
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, the Crown 
Prince and Senior Minister at the Prime 
Minister’s Office received in audience 
at Qashr Al-Meezaan from Her 
Excellency Tiffany McDonald, outgoing 
High Commissioner of Australia to 
Brunei Darussalam on November 29.

Audience from outgoing envoy

His Majesty sends congratulatory messages
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul 
Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam consented to send congratulatory messages to:
 
•	 His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Baromneath Norodom Sihamoni, King of the Kingdom of Cambodia; His Excellency  

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Cambodia; the government and people of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia on the occasion of its 68th Independence Day on November 9.

•	 His Excellency Fumio Kishida on his re-appointment as the Prime Minister of Japan following his recent victory at the 
49th General Election on November 11.

 
•	 His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, Sultan of the Sultanate of Oman; the government and people of the Sultanate of 

Oman on the occasion of its National Day on November 18.
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Technology as tools for economic opportunities (continued)

From front page

China: ASEAN’s top trading partner (continued)

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar 
‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam as Chair of 
ASEAN in 2021 and Co-Chair delivering the titah (royal speech) at the Special Summit to Commemorate 
the 30th Anniversary of ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations, held virtually from Baitul Mesyuarah, Istana 
Nurul Iman.

Noting that APEC agreed on a common 
vision last year to be achieved by 2040, 
His Majesty added that Brunei Darussalam 
welcomes the Aotearoa Plan of Action to 
guide APEC’s future work. In this regard, 
the Monarch further shared three points. 

Firstly, APEC needs to revitalise trade 
and enhance economic activities. Efforts 
should focus on keeping markets open; 
strengthening global value chains; and 
ensuring free, open and transparent 
multilateral trading system, anchored 
by the World Trade Organization. It 
is necessary to continue to create a 
conducive environment for businesses 
– especially micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) – to recover and 
grow. 

Brunei Darussalam also recognises the 

The Monarch further highlighted that the 
strength of ASEAN-China relations has 
enabled both parties to overcome and 
adapt to new and emerging challenges. 
This has been witnessed through 
enhanced work in areas such as disaster 
management, digital technologies and 
public health emergencies. 

Moving forward, His Majesty urged for 
practical cooperation on sustainable 
development with its global development 
initiative.
 
To this end, His Majesty expressed 
satisfaction that ASEAN and China will 
further advance their partnership with the 
launching of negotiations on an agreement 
to strengthen technical cooperation – 
which will help prepare people with the 
right skills to address challenges and to 
seize future opportunities.
 
His Majesty emphasised that deepening 
cooperation will bring about long-term 
confidence and trust towards reinforcing 
a rule-based regional architecture 
underpinned by international law. This will 
further ensure that the people of ASEAN 
and China are able to work together and 
prosper in a harmonious region.
 
In concluding the titah, His Majesty 
expressed confidence that with peace, 
mutual respect and support for one 
another, ASEAN-China relations in the 
next 30 years and beyond will bring about 
a new era of prosperity and stability in the 
region.
 
At the event, His Excellency Xi Jinping, 

President of the People’s Republic of 
China, as Co-Chair of the special summit 
also delivered his statement.
 
Aside from commending China for its rapid 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
as well as its contributions of medical 
supplies and vaccines to ASEAN Member 
States, the leaders at the summit also 
supported further multilateral cooperation 
between ASEAN and China, in promoting 
regional economic integration and  
cross-border flow of peoples and goods; 

balancing the climate change agenda 
with socio-economic development; as 
well as enhanced cooperation in digital 
transformation and connectivity.
 
At the end of the special summit, the 
leaders adopted the Joint Statement 
of the ASEAN-China Special Summit 
to Commemorate the 30th Anniversary 
of ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations: 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
for Peace, Security, Prosperity and 
Sustainable Development.

From front page importance of technology as tools for 
creating new economic opportunities. 
On this note, APEC cooperation has to 
harness the power of technology and 
digitalisation to transform industries, 
promote innovation, and enhance 
infrastructures. 

Secondly, the Monarch added that 
APEC has to ensure the health and 
socio-economic well-being of its people, 
especially those severely affected by 
the pandemic. APEC should therefore 
advocate policies that ensure their access 
to quality education; essential public 
health care services; and adequate social 
assistance. 

His Majesty stated that reforms are 
also necessary to create quality 
jobs, inclusive labour markets, and a  
future-ready workforce. In this regard, 

APEC’s initiatives can support efforts in 
enhancing these areas and pave the way 
for a new era of human development.
 
Lastly, it is important to pursue a green 
and sustainable growth agenda. Brunei 
Darussalam recognises that there is no 
one size fits all approach, given economies’ 
different levels of development. As an 
incubator of ideas, APEC can add value to 
the climate actions agenda. Furthermore, 
there are opportunities to share best 
practices and policy actions that will 
support the transition towards lower 
emissions.
 
His Majesty commended New Zealand for 
successfully driving recovery efforts in the 
Asia Pacific region; and acknowledged 
that under New Zealand’s leadership, 

APEC has showcased collective actions 
in addressing the impacts of COVID-19.
 
In concluding the titah, His Majesty also 
extended his best wishes to the Prime 
Minister of Thailand – as the upcoming 
Chair of APEC – in working to ensure 
inclusive, sustainable and prosperous 
future for the Asia-Pacific region.
 
Earlier in the meeting, the Chair of APEC 
2021 presented her opening remarks. The 
leaders also observed a presentation by 

Technology as tools for economic opportunities (continued)
From page 4 

Continue on page 5

Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director 
of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) – 
which, among other things, highlighted the 
increased risks towards recovery from the 
pandemic. These include the divergence 
in APEC economies fortunes; the rise in 
inflationary pressures; and the need for 
economies to be more digitalised and 
inclusive.
 
At the meeting, the leaders called for 
APEC’s continued support towards 
a rule-based and open multilateral 
trading system in delivering inclusive 
and sustainable recovery for the region; 

which includes the timely implementation 
of the Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP).
 
To accelerate economic recovery, the 
leaders further welcomed trade facilitation 
– leveraging on digital technologies and 
innovation; as well as increased mobility 
of goods and people.
 
The meeting also saw the adoption of the 
APEC Economic Leaders’ Declaration; as 
well as the endorsement of the Aotearoa 
Plan of Action was endorsed.

Asia-Europe partnership: Huge potential for growth and prosperity

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah 
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan 
Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, 
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam 
during the 13th  Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) 
Summit, which coincides with ASEM’s 25th 
anniversary (left and below).

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
25 -  His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni  
Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali 
Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan 
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam 
stated in a titah (royal speech) that the 13th  
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit, 
which coincides with ASEM’s 25th 
anniversary, provides a good opportunity 
to reflect on its value and significance.
 

Continue on page 6
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During the 1st Plenary Session – held 
virtually from Baitul Mesyuarah, Istana 
Nurul Iman – His Majesty the Sultan and 
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam 
recalled the first Summit in Bangkok, 
Thailand in 1996, where ASEM Leaders 
recognised the huge potential in linking 
Asia and Europe to achieve greater 
growth and prosperity.
 
According to the Monarch, reinforcing this 
partnership is vital, as member partners 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
In this regard, His Majesty underlined the 
importance of digital connectivity; and 
believed it is incumbent on us to align 
efforts to meet the needs of the people and 
businesses. Hence, Brunei Darussalam is 
pleased that such effort will be advanced 
through the ASEM Connectivity initiative.
 
The Monarch further stressed that timely 
and equitable access to vaccines; as well 
as the recognition of vaccines listed in 
the World Health Organization’s (WHO) 

Asia-Europe partnership: Huge potential for growth and prosperity 
(continued)

Emergency Use Listing are important in 
resuming safe travel as soon as possible 
to forge educational, social and cultural 
links – which will be mutually beneficial for 
all.
 
At the end of the titah, His Majesty stated 
that the issue of mental health should 
also be addressed to prevent long-term 
impacts to the economy and the people; 
and underlined that the country sees huge 
potential for ASEM to cooperate in this 
area through the sharing of expertise and 
best practices.
 
Earlier in the meeting, opening remarks 
were delivered by His Excellency 
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo 
Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom 
of Cambodia as Chair of the 13th ASEM 
Summit; His Excellency Charles Michel, 
President of the European Council as the 
Regional Coordinator for European Group; 
Her Excellency Ursula von der Leyen, 
President of the European Commission 
as the Regional Coordinator for European 
Group; His Excellency Mikhail Mishustin, 
Prime Minister of the Russian Federation 

From page 5 as the Regional Coordinator for NESA 
Group; His Excellency Janez Janša, 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia 
as the European Union (EU) Council 
Presidency and Regional Coordinator for 
the European Group; and His Excellency 
General (Rtd) Prayut Chan-o-cha, Prime 
Minister of Thailand as the Regional 
Coordinator for the ASEAN Group.
 
At the summit, the leaders also observed 
statements by stakeholders of ASEM.
 
The 1st Plenary Session focused 
discussions on the role of ASEM in 
promoting multilateralism amidst complex 
global challenges; while maintaining 
mutual respect, understanding and trust 
between ASEM Partners through the 
strengthening of a rule-based international 
trading system. 

The session also touched on the joint 
cooperation to achieve sustainable 
development and growth, especially in 
tackling climate change and leveraging on 
digital connectivity opportunities.

ASEM upholds multilateral cooperation

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 26 – His Majesty Sultan 
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum 
Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan 
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam attended the Retreat 
Session of the 13th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit virtually 
from Baitul Mesyuarah, Istana Nurul Iman.
 
At the session, His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan 
of Brunei Darussalam delivered a titah (royal speech), 
highlighting that the theme for this year’s ASEM, “Strengthening  
Multilateralism for Shared Growth”, reflects the need for the 
global community to address the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic; geo-political and economic competition; as well as 

climate change.
 
Thus, the Monarch emphasised that it is vital to continue to uphold 
and promote multilateral cooperation based on international law, 
mutual respect and peaceful resolution of disputes.
 
In this regard, His Majesty added that the situation in Myanmar 
is a challenging matter, given its long and complex history since 
gaining independence over 70 years ago.  Hence, the Southeast 
Asian countries should be given space to return to normalcy, in 
accordance with the will of its people.
 
Towards this end, His Majesty stated his hope that Myanmar will 
implement the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus in a timely manner, 
in order to build confidence with regional and international 
partners.
 
Before concluding the titah, the Monarch expressed his 
appreciation for the continued support of the international 
community for ASEAN’s efforts on the matter.
 
The Retreat Session saw the leaders exchanging views on 
regional as well as international issues of mutual concern.
 
His Excellency Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun 
Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia as Chair of 
the 13th ASEM Summit also delivered his closing remarks at 
the event, where he conveyed his appreciation for the open 
and constructive discussions between ASEM leaders towards 
collectively addressing issues of global importance.
 
The summit ended with the adoption of the 13th ASEM Summit 
“Strengthening Multilateralism for Shared Growth” Chair’s 
Statement; Phnom Penh Statement on the Post-COVID-19 
Socio-Economic Recovery; and The Way Forward on ASEM 
Connectivity.

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni  
Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan 
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam attending the Retreat Session of 
the 13th ASEM Summit via video conference from Baitul Mesyuarah, Istana 
Nurul Iman.

ABA 2021: Recognising outstanding, successful ASEAN enterprises

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
30 – As part of their Chairmanship of 
ASEAN 2021, the ASEAN Business 
Advisory Council (ASEAN-BAC) Brunei 
hosted the annual ASEAN Business 
Awards (ABA) 2021.
 
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
event was held virtually to celebrate 
outstanding organisations from ASEAN’s 
business community that have contributed 
to the region’s economic growth and 
prosperity during this challenging year.
 
During the event’s opening session, 
His Royal Highness Prince Haji  
Al-Muhtadee Billah ibni His Majesty 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin 
Waddaulah, the Crown Prince and Senior 
Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) delivered a sabda (via video 
recording), acknowledging the impact 
of rapid technological advancement in 
reshaping our economic environment.
 
As such, His Royal Highness urged for 
the private sector – particularly the Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
– to adapt to today’s globalised digital 
economy by upgrading their capacities 
and tapping into new markets abroad.

 Earlier in the sabda, His Royal Highness 
touched on the rapid evolution of the 
COVID-19 pandemic (from a health 
emergency to a global economic crisis) 
and its negative impact on the private 
sector.
 
However, the region has been showing 
signs of economic recovery this year, with 
the private sector playing a fundamental 
role in supporting the region’s efforts.
 
His Royal Highness then highlighted the 
importance of collaboration between 
public and private sectors, to pursue a 
sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic.
 
Continued collaboration between both 
sectors, His Royal Highness added, 
will undoubtedly help businesses to 
identify economic opportunities and 
relevant actions to further support them 
in developing a strong foundation and 
explore new innovative ways to do 
business.
 
To support this collaboration, several 
dialogues and programmes between 
the private sector and various ASEAN 
sectoral bodies have steadily increased in 

recent years – especially in the areas of 
MSMEs and the global supply chain.
 
In this regard, programmes such as the 
ASEAN Business Rountables, the ASEAN 
Business and Investment Summit and 
the ASEAN Business Awards show that 
great things can be achieved when the 
government and private sector join forces.
 
In concluding the sabda, His Royal 
Highness congratulated this year’s award 
winners, not just for their resiliency in 
facing challenges brought about by the 
pandemic; but also for their efforts in 
vital areas such as sustainability, skill 
development and women entrepreneurs.
 
His Royal Highness also applauded the 
corporate sponsors for dedicating their 
income for social purposes – which will be 
recognised by the Brunei Special Award for 
Emerging Social Enterprises – and looked 
forward to the continuous collaboration 
between the private and public sectors in 
achieving a more dynamic, sustainable 
and competitive environment.
 

His Royal Highness Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah ibni His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, the Crown Prince and Senior Minister 
at the Prime Minister’s Office delivering a sabda (royal speech) via video recording at the Opening Session of the ASEAN Business Awards (ABA) 2021.

Continue on page 8

Haji Musa bin Haji Adnin, Chair of ABA 2021 at the event.

Yang Berhormat Member of the State Legislative Council (LegCo) and Chair 
of the ASEAN Business Advisory Council (ASEAN-BAC) 2021 delivering her 
‘Vote of Thanks’ at the event.
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ABA 2021: Recognising outstanding, successful ASEAN enterprises 
(continued)

With the theme, “Recover Stronger, 
Together. Sama-sama”, ABA 2021 
recognises the struggles of businesses 
as a result of the adverse socio-economic 
impact and consequences of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Awang Haji Musa bin Haji Adnin, Chair of 
ABA 2021 also presented his welcoming 
remarks at the event, noting that ABA 
was established with two objectives: to 
recognise outstanding and successful 
ASEAN enterprises; and to serve as a 

From page 7 platform to spread information concerning 
the ASEAN Economic Community. He 
further added that the awards shine a 
spotlight on promising MSMEs that have 
the potential of becoming global economic 
players.
 
This year, a total of 126 applications 
were received: 86 were shortlisted; and 
45 prestigious awards were presented 
to organisations from ASEAN countries, 
as well as non-ASEAN countries in the 
‘Friends of ASEAN’ Category.
 
Four of the awards were given to 

The Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Brunei LNG Sdn. Bhd. delivering her special 
remarks.

organisations from Brunei Darussalam 
– with one company winning in two 
categories.
 
The ABA features eight categories: 
‘Priority Integrated Sector’; ‘Small and  
Medium-sized Enterprise (SME) 
Excellence’; ‘Youth Entrepreneur’; 
‘Women Entrepreneur’; ‘Friends of 
ASEAN’; ‘Inclusive Business’; ‘Skills 
Development’; and the ‘Brunei Special 
Award for Emerging Social Enterprise to 
commemorate Brunei’s Chairmanship of 
ASEAN 2021’.
 
Yang Berhormat Siti Rozaimeriyanty 
binti Dato Seri Laila Jasa Awang Haji 
Abdul Rahman, Member of the State 
Legislative Council (LegCo) and Chair of  
ASEAN-BAC 2021 also presented her 
‘Vote of Thanks’ speech at the event, 
alongside special remarks from Farida 
binti Dato Seri Paduka Talib, Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Brunei LNG Sdn. Bhd.; and 
Hajah Noraini binti Haji Sulaiman First 
Deputy Managing Director of Bank Islam 
Brunei Darussalam (BIBD) as Brunei 
Darussalam’s key partners for the private 
sector’s Chairmanship of ASEAN 2021.
 
The awards were presented by sponsors 
of Brunei’s Private Sector’s Chairmanship 
of ASEAN 2021, which included ASEAN 
Business Roundtables; ASEAN Business 
and Investment Summit; and ABA.

Four of the awards were given to organisations from Brunei Darussalam – with one company winning in two categories.

Ministerial Forum discusses disaster management

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 3 
- Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Seri 
Kerna Dato Seri Setia (Dr.) Haji Awang  
Abu Bakar bin Haji Apong, Minister 
of Home Affairs attended the virtual 
Ministerial Forum for International 
Cooperation in Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Emergency Management organised 
by the People’s Republic of China.
 
Conducted as a result of the Second Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) agreement in 
2019, the forum was attended by Disaster 
Management Ministers from relevant 
countries (including several ASEAN 
Member States), as well as ASEAN and 
international organisations.
 
With this year’s theme “Strengthening 
Disaster Risk Prevention and Improve 
Emergency Management Capacity”, 
the forum focused on the importance of 
BRI and consensus in cooperation on 
resilience, management and disaster 
risk reduction as stated in the Beijing 
Declaration.
 
At the forum, the Minister of Home Affairs 

expressed his appreciation to the People’s 
Republic of China; and shared views on 
the cooperation to support the strategic 
development of disaster management 
through the improvement of public safety 
and well-being alongside the contribution 
towards resilient communities.
 
The Minister then touched on the 
friendship between Brunei Darussalam 
and the People’s Republic of China in 
various collaborations of mutual interests, 
and hoped that both countries will further 
strengthen their bilateral ties.
 
This includes the People’s Republic of 
China’s first involvement as part of the 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Disaster 
Management (AMMDM) Plus China, a 
regional collaboration for ASEAN-China 
in disaster risk reduction management 
coordinated by the ASEAN Coordinating 
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA 
Centre).
 
The Minister also expressed gratitude 
for the People’s Republic of China’s 
contribution and support to Brunei 

Yang Berhormat Minister of Home Affairs attending the virtual Ministerial Forum for International Cooperation in Disaster Risk Reduction and Emergency 
Management organised by the People’s Republic of China.

Darussalam in tackling the COVID-19 
outbreak.
 
He further highlighted this year’s 39th 

ASEAN Summit chaired by Brunei 
Darussalam with the theme “We Care, We 
Prepare, We Prosper”, where ASEAN aims 
to strengthen disaster risk prevention and 
enhance emergency mitigation capacity 
through coordination among ASEAN 
Sectoral Bodies (ASEAN SHIELD). This is 
one of ASEAN’s efforts towards improving 
the well-being and life of the community in 
the face of regional or global challenges. 
Thus, it is in line with the BRI to increase 
capacity and strengthen resilience in the 
field of disaster risk prevention.
 
Also present were Awang Mohd. Amir 
Hairil bin Haji Mahmud, Permanent 
Secretary (Safety, Welfare and Law) 
and officials from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MoHA); Labour Department; 
Fire and Rescue Department; National 
Disaster Management Centre (NDMC); 
Safety, Health and Environment Authority 
(SHENA); and the Brunei Darussalam 
Climate Change Secretariat (BCCS).

Brunei receives book donation from Oman
Bandar Seri Begawan, November 23 – 
The Government of Brunei Darussalam 
received a total of 11,279 Arabic language 
educational books from the Sultanate of 
Oman at the Dhiyafah Room, Ministry of 
Religious Affairs (MoRA). The donations 
consisted of 93 titles – comprising 
reading, writing, exercise and activity 
books, as well as teachers’ guidebooks 
and dictionaries.

The handover ceremony was conducted 
between His Excellency Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Hashil bin Rashid Al-Maskari, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Oman to Brunei Darussalam and Yang 
Berhormat Pehin Udana Khatib Dato 
Paduka Seri Setia Ustaz Haji Awang 

Badaruddin bin Pengarah Dato Paduka 
Haji Awang Othman, Minister of Religious 
Affairs.

Also present to witness the ceremony were 
Pengiran Dato Seri Paduka Haji Bahrom 
bin Pengiran Haji Bahar, Deputy Minister 
of Religious Affairs; Haji Mohammad Rosli 
bin Haji Ibrahim, Permanent Secretary at 
MoRA; and Haji Mohd. Serudin bin Haji 
Timbang, Deputy Permanent Secretary at 
MoRA.

The book donation handover ceremony taking 
place between His Excellency Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Oman to 
Brunei Darussalam and Yang Berhormat Minister 
of Religious Affairs.
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Agriculture and Agri-Food, Fishery Sectors show positive development

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
2 – Although we are currently faced with 
the challenges of the COVID-19 situation, 
productions in the Agriculture and  
Agri-food, as well as the Fishery Sectors 
are expected to show positive growth.
 
Several ongoing initiatives, such as the 
provision of agricultural and fishery sites 
through pilot projects; as well as the 
expansion and optimisation of farms will 
be further escalated to increase output – 
be it for domestic or export markets.
 
The matter was stated by Yang Berhormat 
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Ali bin Apong, 
Minister of Primary Resources and Tourism 
at the virtual Surah Yaa Siin, Tahlil and 
Doa Kesyukuran Recitation Ceremony 
in conjunction with the 11th Farmers, 
Livestock Breeders and Fishermen’s Day.
 

Yang Berhormat Minister of Primary Resources 
and Tourism during the virtual Surah Yaa Siin, 
Tahlil and Doa Kesyukuran Recitation Ceremony 
in conjunction with the 11th Farmers, Livestock 
Breeders and Fishermen’s Day.

The Minister shared that over the past 
10 years, the Agriculture Sector has 
demonstrated positive development with 
an increase in gross production value by 
7.0 per cent per annum – that is, from 
$240 million in 2010 to $471 million in 
2020. Meanwhile, the Minister added, the 
Fishery Sector recorded a 3.8 per cent 
increase in gross production value per 
annum – from $96 million in 2010 to $139 
million in 2020.
 
Brunei Darussalam has also attained 100 
per cent self-sufficiency for chicken eggs; 
with the potential to achieve the same 
status for beef and buffalo meat, as well 
as broilers. As for other commodities – 
such as mutton, vegetables, tropical fruits 
and rice – the nation expects continuous 
increase in output through ongoing 
initiatives. In addition, we have achieved 

an average of 81 per cent self-sufficiency 
in the Fishery Sector, the Minister 
explained.
 
According to the Minister, His Majesty 
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Brunei Darussalam has consented for 
the publication of the Brunei Darussalam 
Economic Blueprint: a guide plan for the 
country in realising the third goal of the 
Brunei Vision 2035, which is a dynamic 
and sustainable economy.
 
The Minister further elaborated that in 
support of this blueprint, the Food Industry 
Roadmap has been formulated with the 
objective of increasing the production of 
safe, halal and high-quality food; as well 
as strengthening the value chain in making 
significant contributions to economic 
growth, food security and exports.

ADMM discusses future direction

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
10 – ASEAN Defence Ministers virtually 
assembled for the ASEAN Defence 

At the end of the session, a video on 
the ADMM 15th Year Commemorative 
Book was played – presenting ADMM’s  
15-year journey in realising its 
achievements throughout the years.

As the ADMM Chair for 2021, the 
retreat marks the final ministerial-level 
engagement for Brunei Darussalam.

Also present at the meeting were 
Brigadier General (Rtd) Dato Seri 
Pahlawan Shahril Anwar bin Haji 
Ma’awiah, Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of Defence (MinDef) as Brunei 
Darussalam ASEAN Defence Senior 
Officials’ Meeting (ADSOM) leader; and 

ADMM discusses future direction (continued)

Yang Berhormat Second Minister of Defence chairing the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) 
Retreat.

Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) Retreat. The 
event held at the International Convention 
Centre was chaired by Yang Berhormat 

Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major General (Rtd) 
Dato Paduka Seri Haji Awang Halbi bin 
Haji Mohd. Yussof, Second Minister 
of Defence, in his capacity as Brunei 
Darussalam’s ADMM leader.

At the event, ASEAN Defence Ministers 
and His Excellency Dato Paduka Lim 
Jock Hoi, Secretary-General of ASEAN 
reflected on the progress and growth of 
ADMM since its establishment in 2006 
and deliberated on the defence sectors 
engagements for this year.

The Ministers also shared their views 
and perspectives on the future direction 
of ADMM, including ADMM’s prospective 
cooperation across various ASEAN 
sectoral bodies and community pillars.

Continue on page 11

From page 10 Haji Adi Ihram bin Dato Paduka Haji 
Mahmud, Deputy Permanent Secretary 
(Policy and Strategy) at MinDef as Brunei 
Darussalam’s ADSOM Working Group 
leader.

The inaugural ASEAN-Korea (ASEAN-
ROK) Defence Ministers’ Informal Meeting 
also took place following the conclusion of 
the ADMM Retreat.

The virtual ASEAN-ROK Defence 
Ministers’ Informal Meeting was  
co-chaired by Yang Berhormat Second 
Minister of Defence; and His Excellency 
Suh Wook, Minister of National Defense 
of Korea.

During the informal meeting, the ASEAN 

Defence Ministers and representatives 
discussed the ASEAN-ROK cooperation 
in non-traditional security issues (such 
as maritime security, disaster relief, 
cybersecurity and peacekeeping); and 
welcomed the Action Plan for ROK-
ASEAN Defence Cooperation presented 
by His Excellency Minister of National 
Defense of Korea.

The ASEAN Defence Ministers and 
representatives also expressed their 
appreciation to ROK for its strong 
commitment to the ADMM-Plus platforms 
– particularly its co-chairmanship with 
Malaysia on the ADMM-Plus Experts’ 
Working Groups (EWG) on Cybersecurity.

ADMM welcomes new chair, Australia’s involvement in ADI

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
11 – A handover ceremony of the 
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting 
(ADMM) chairmanship to the Kingdom 
of Cambodia for the year 2022 was held 
online earlier this evening following the 
ADMM Retreat; the ASEAN-Republic 
of Korea (ASEAN-ROK) Defence 
Ministers’ Informal Meeting; and the  
ASEAN-Australia Defence Ministers’ 
Informal Meeting.
 
The event marked the conclusion of 
Brunei Darussalam’s chairmanship of the 
ASEAN Defence sector for 2021.
 
At the handover ceremony, Yang 
Berhormat Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major 
General (Rtd) Dato Paduka Seri Haji 
Awang Halbi bin Haji Mohd. Yussof, 
Second Minister of Defence as the 
outgoing Chair of ADMM 2021 delivered 
his remarks, where he emphasised His 
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Brunei Darussalam’s titah (royal speech) 
at the closing ceremony of the 38th and 

39th ASEAN Summit and Related Summits 
(which coincided with the handing over of 
the ASEAN chairmanship).
 
At the aforementioned ceremony, the 
Monarch stated that ASEAN Community 
building will always be a work in progress. 
Thus, it is vital to remain committed to 
upholding multilateralism and a strong 
regional architecture to enable meaningful 
progress for years to come.
 
The Minister also extended his appreciation 
for the support accorded by the ASEAN 
Defence Ministers in ensuring the success 
of all ASEAN defence meetings; and 
recalled the achievements throughout 
the 15 years since the establishment of 
ADMM.
 
The ceremony also saw a video 
presentation on ADMM Chairmanship, 
showcasing the years of continued 
regional defence cooperation among 
ASEAN Member States and the 
acknowledgement of ADMM chairmanship 

in ensuring the meeting’s continued 
contribution to regional peace and stability 
through collective efforts.
 
General Samdech Pichey Sena Tea 
Banh, Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of National Defence also 
delivered his remarks upon accepting the 
chairmanship of ADMM for 2022, where 
he congratulated Brunei Darussalam on 
the successful chairmanship of the ADMM 
and its related meetings; and highlighted 
the theme for next year’s ADMM: 
“Solidarity for a Harmonised Security”.
 
The event continued with a video 
showcase on ADMM under Cambodia’s 
chairmanship.
 
The ASEAN-Australia Defence Ministers’ 
Informal Meeting was also held virtually 
in the afternoon at the International 
Convention Centre.

Yang Berhormat Second Minister of Defence at 
the handover ceremony of the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) chairmanship to the 
Kingdom of Cambodia for the year 2022.

Continue on page 12
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ADMM welcomes new chair, Australia’s involvement in ADI (continued)

 
The meeting was co-chaired by Yang 
Berhormat Second Minister of Defence; 
and The Honourable Peter Dutton MP, 
Australian Minister of Defence.

 
Both Ministers and their representatives 
discussed ways to further enhance 
the involvement of both parties, as  
well as align their activities and priorities; 
while exploring their future direction for  
the mutual benefit of ASEAN and 

Australia.
 
The meeting also welcomed Australia’s 
involvement in the ASEAN Direct 
Communications Infrastructure (ADI) 
mechanism.
 

From page 11

COVID-19: 1,963 new cases in November
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 30 - A total of 1,963 
new confirmed cases of COVID-19 infections were reported in 
November – with 1,949 local cases and 14 imported cases.
 
Meanwhile, 3,218 were reported to have recovered; while three 
deceased cases were confirmed as death due to COVID-19.
 
The cases were announced by Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia 
Dr. Haji Mohd Isham bin Haji Jaafar, Minister of Health during 
the daily press conference sessions on the current situation of 
COVID-19 infections in Brunei Darussalam.
 
Ninety new clusters were recorded this month; whereas 125 
existing clusters were closed, as no new cases have been 
detected in the said respective clusters in over 28 days.
 
Earlier today, a total of 1,271 individuals have received the 
COVID-19 vaccine injection. This means that under the National 
Vaccination Programme, a total of 403,675 individuals have 
received the first doses of the COVID-19 vaccine (which is 93.9 
per cent of the total population). Meanwhile, 348,775 individuals 
have completed their second doses for the COVID-19 vaccine 
(which is 81.1 percent of the total population).
 
In the past 24 hours, a total of 4,819 samples have been tested 
for the SARS-CoV-2 virus – which brings the total number of 
laboratory tests conducted since January 2020 to 619,624 tests.
 

Yang Berhormat Minister of Health during a press conference on the current 
situation of COVID-19 infections in Brunei Darussalam.

Over 300,000 doses Pfizer-BioNTech arrive in Brunei
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
7 – The second batch of Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine (consisting of 242,190 
doses) procured by the Minister of Health 
(MoH) have safely arrived from Belgium.

Present to receive the batch at the 
Brunei International Airport Cargo Centre 
(BIACC) was Yang Berhormat Dato Seri 
Setia Dr. Haji Mohd. Isham bin Haji Jaafar, 
Minister of Health.

Also in attendance were Haji Maswadi 
bin Haji Mohsin, Permanent Secretary 
at MoH; Pengiran Dr. Haji Md. Khalifah 

Over 300,000 doses Pfizer-BioNTech arrive in Brunei (continued)

bin Pengiran Haji Ismail, Acting Deputy 
Permanent Secretary (Professional) 
at MoH; Miss Emily Fleckner, Charge 
d’Affairs at the United States (US) 
Embassy in Brunei Darussalam; as well 
as representatives of Pfizer (Malaysia) 
Sdn. Bhd. (Luksanawan Thangpaibool, 
Country Manager for Malaysia and Brunei; 
and Zuriayah Sham binti Zainal Abidin, 
Director of Emerging Markets Policy and 
Public Affairs for Malaysia, Brunei and 
Pakistan) and senior officials from MoH.

The first batch (consisting of 58,500 
doses) of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
was received by Permanent Secretary of 
MoH at the Brunei International Airport 
earlier on November 5 – making up a total 
of 300,690 doses.

Aside from being provided to the general 

From page 12

Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Health witnessing the arrival of the first batch of the  
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.

public; under the National COVID-19 
Vaccination Programme, the vaccine will 
also be used to inoculate adolescents 
between the age of 12 to 17 - that is, a 

total of 38,201 students under the Ministry 
of Education (MoE) and the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs (MoRA).

Government rolls out vaccination for adolescents
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 8 – Over 38,000 students 
aged 12 to 17 nationwide will undergo the National COVID-19 
Vaccination Programme starting today. The programme will run 
for two weeks at eight designated vaccination centres.

Present to monitor the vaccination programme at the Indoor 
Stadium Hassanal Bolkiah National Sports Complex Vaccination 
Centre was Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji Md. 
Isham bin Haji Jaafar, Minister of Health.

According to Zainal Abidin bin Haji Kepli, Acting Director of 
the Department of Schools, Ministry of Education (MoE), the 
vaccination schedules have been disseminated to students with 
respect to their schools.

He further explained that one of the aims of the programme is 
to oversee the re-opening of schools in phases – which will start 
next year. It is also hoped that the programme will ensure that 
teachers and students are protected; and that lessons can be 
conducted under a guaranteed safety and order.

Minister of Health with one of the students aged 12-17 during the vaccination 
programme at the Indoor Stadium Hassanal Bolkiah National Sports Complex 
Vaccination Centre.

More information on the latest COVID-19 situation in the country 
can be found at the Ministry of Health’s government website: 
www.moh.gov.bn.

Yang Berhormat Minister of Health attending as the Guest of Honour while receiving the second batch of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.

10th AEM-Canada sees negotiations for FTA

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
18 – The 10th ASEAN Economic Ministers – 
Canada Consultations (10th AEM-Canada) 
was held via online yesterday.

The meeting was co-chaired by Yang 
Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji 
Mohd. Amin Liew bin Abdullah, Minister 
at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)  
and Second Minister of Finance and 
Economy; and Her Excellency Mary  
Ng, Minister of International Trade, 
Export Promotion, Small Businesses  
and Economic Development of  
Canada.

The meeting was attended by Economic 
Ministers from ASEAN Member States; 
and His Excellency Dato Paduka Lim Jock 
Hoi, ASEAN Secretary-General.

Brunei Darussalam was represented by 
Dato Seri Paduka Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin 
Haji Metussin, Deputy Minister (Economy) 
at the Ministry of Finance and Economy 
(MoFE).

The meeting’s main outcome was the 
negotiations for the ASEAN-Canada Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA), which is one 
Brunei Darussalam’s priority economic 

deliverables (PED) for this year. Once 
finalised, the FTA is expected to have a 
positive impact and boost bilateral trade 
and investment between ASEAN and 
Canada.

As the first FTA with North America, it is 
reported that the FTA will contribute to 
ASEAN’s GDP by USD39.4 billion (1.6 
per cent); and Canada’s GDP by USD5.1 
billion (0.3 per cent). The FTA will also give 
ASEAN access to a market of 38 million 
people with the GDP of USD1.64 trillion.

Continue on page 14

Continue on page 13
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10th AEM-Canada sees negotiations for FTA (continued)

The meeting was also briefed on 
the progress of the 2021-2025 
Work Plan in implementing the  
ASEAN-Canada Joint Declaration on Trade 
and Investment (JDTI); as well as status of  
capacity-building projects under the 
Expert Deployment Mechanism for Trade 
and Development (EDM) and Trade 
Policy Dialogue.

The one day meeting takes place 
annually between ASEAN Member States 
and Canada, which is one of ASEAN’s 
dialogue partners. The meeting also 
provided an opportunity for consultations 
between AEM and the Canada-ASEAN 
Business Council (CABC) in exchanging 
views and providing recommendations on 
current issues especially those pertaining 
to the impact of COVID-19 and economic 
recovery efforts.

From page 13

The 10th ASEAN Economic Ministers – Canada Consultations (10th AEM-Canada) co-chair by Yang 
Berhormat Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) and Second Minister of Finance and Economy; 
and Her Excellency Minister of International Trade, Export Promotion, Small Businesses and Economic 
Development of Canada.
Also present were Dr. Hajah May Fa’ezah 
binti Haji Ahmad, Permanent Secretary 

(Economy) at MoFE; as well as officers in 
the Trade Division.

Brunei joins effort to conserve forests, land use
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
3 - Brunei Darussalam, along with some 
110 countries, agreed to endorse the 
Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests 
and Land Use at the 26th Session of 
the United Nations (UN) Conference 
on Climate Change (COP 26) held in 
Glasgow, United Kingdom (UK).
 
UK as the host and President of COP26 
officiated the event with a two-day World 
Leaders Summit (WLS), attended by over 
120 leaders from around the world.  
 
As part of the Summit, a Forests and Land 

Use (FLU) event was held on November 
2. The event was aimed at reaffirming 
collective commitments to preserve 
forests and reverse deforestation.
 
The event was opened with remarks by 
The Right Honourable Boris Johnson, 
Prime Minister of the UK; Ivan Duque 
Marquez, President of Columbia; and His 
Excellency Joko Widodo, President of the 
Republic of Indonesia. 

His Royal Highness Prince Charles, The 
Prince of Wales was also present to grace 
the event.

Representing the Government of His 
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of 
Brunei Darussalam at the World Leaders 
Summit event on Forests and Land Use 
were Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Haji 
Erywan bin Pehin Datu Pekerma Jaya Haji 
Mohd. Yusof, Second Minister of Foreign 
Affairs as representative of the ASEAN 
Chair for 2021; and Haji Azhar bin Haji 
Yahya, Permanent Secretary (Energy) 
at the Ministry of Energy as Brunei 
Darussalam’s Executive Committee Chair 
on Climate Change yesterday.

Accelerating decarbonisation through energy transition
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
9 - As part of the 26th Session of the 
United Nations (UN) Climate Change 
Conference (COP 26), a high-level 
segment is taking place starting from 
today until November 10.
 
At today’s session, Brunei Darussalam 
delivered its National Statement for COP 
26, alongside the ASEAN Joint Statement 
on Climate Change to COP26 as the 
ASEAN Chair for 2021. 

The statements reaffirmed Brunei and the 
region’s commitment on climate action.
 
Yang Behormat Dato Seri Setia Ir. Awang 
Haji Suhaimi bin Haji Gafar, Minister of 
Development as Co-Chair of the Brunei 
Darussalam National Council on Climate 
Change (BNCCC) delivered the national 

Yang Berhormat Minister of Development as Co-Chair of the Brunei Darussalam National Council on 
Climate Change (BNCCC) delivering the national statement on behalf of the Government of His Majesty 
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam at the high-level segment of the 26th Session of the 
United Nations (UN) Climate Change Conference (COP 26).

 
The opening of COP 26 Energy Day 
was officiated with remarks by The Right 
Honourable Alok Sharma, President of 

Accelerating decarbonisation through energy transition (continued)

statement on behalf of the Government 
of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang  
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.
 
In the statement, the Minister mentioned 
that Brunei Darussalam launched its 
National Climate Change Policy (BNCCP) 
last year, which outlined the 10 main 
strategies in shaping a low carbon and 
resilient future. 

In addition, the country also presented 
its Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDC), with the commitment to reduce 20 
per cent of its greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030.
 
In enhancing its climate ambition, 
Brunei Darussalam is moving towards 
net zero by 2050, which will be mainly 
driven by energy transition and forestry 

preservation.
 
In addition to the event, BNCCC launched 
a climate action video to increase public 
awareness on climate change and 
Brunei’s low carbon journey.
 
Previously, in conjunction with Energy 
Day, Brunei Darussalam joined more than 
70 countries in endorsing the Global Coal 
to Clean Power Transition Statement on 
November 4.
 
Through this statement, the nation 
acknowledges that coal-fired power 
generation is the single biggest cause 
of global temperature increase; and 
recognises the urgent need for an 
accelerated energy transition.

Continue on page 15

From page 14 COP 26; followed by statements and 
discussions by ministers, as well as heads 
from the private sector and organisations.
Representing the Government of His 
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan 
of Brunei Darussalam alongside the 

Minister of Development at the event 
were His Excellency First Admiral (Rtd) 
Pengiran Dato Seri Pahlawan Norazmi 
bin Pengiran Haji Muhammad, High 
Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam 
to the United Kingdom (UK); Haji Azhar 
bin Haji Yahya, Permanent Secretary 
(Energy) at the Ministry of Energy (ME) 
as Brunei Darussalam’s Executive 
Committee Chair on Climate Change; and 
Dr. Nor Imtihan binti Haji Abdul Razak, 
Permanent Secretary (Planning, Land 
Use and Environment) at the Ministry of 
Development (MoD).
 
The session emphasised the importance 
of accelerated decarbonisation through 
energy transition, moving away from 
coal to cleaner power sources; while 
recognising that the communities are at 
the heart of the effort by ensuring that the 
transition is just and inclusive. 

The opportunities for green growth and 
green jobs from a just energy transition 
were among the areas highlighted at the 
event.
 
The COP 26 will continue until November 
12, to finalise the outstanding elements of 
the Paris Agreement.

MSC countries urged to support haze, peatland programmes

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 
November 30 – The 22nd Meeting of the  
Sub-Regional Ministerial Steering 
Committee on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution (MSC) was held via video 
conference, with the Republic of Indonesia 
as the meeting’s host.

The meeting chaired by Dr. Alue Dohong, 

Vice-Minister of Environment and 
Forestry of Indonesia was attended by 
ministers and representatives responsible 
for the environment, land matters, as 
well as forest fires and haze from Brunei 
Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand; alongside His 
Excellency Dato Paduka Lim Jock Hoi, 
ASEAN Secretary-General.

Brunei Darussalam’s delegation was 
led by Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia 
Ir. Awang Haji Suhaimi bin Haji Gafar, 
Minister of Development.

Also present were Dato Seri Paduka Ar. 
Awang Haji Marzuke bin Haji Mohsin, 
Deputy Minister of Development; Dr. 
Nor Imtihan binti Haji Abd. Razak, 
Permanent Secretary (Planning, Land 
Use and Environment) at the Ministry 
of Development (MoD); as well as 
senior officials from the Department of 
Environment, Parks and Recreation 
(JASTRe); the National Disaster 
Management Centre (NDMC); the Brunei 
Fire Rescue Department; and the Brunei 
Darussalam Meteorological Department 
(BDMD).

In his statement, the Minister of 
Development mentioned that Brunei 
Darussalam is blessed with good air 
quality, with no transboundary smoke 
haze pollution occurring in the country – 
in line with the Haze-Free ASEAN 2020 
vision.

The 22nd Meeting of the Technical Working 
Group on Transboundary Haze Pollution 
(TWG) took place prior to the meeting.

Yang Berhormat Minister of Development and ministers and representatives responsible for the 
environment, land matters, as well as forest fires and haze from Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand; and His Excellency Dato Paduka Lim Jock Hoi, ASEAN Secretary-General at 
the 22nd Meeting of the Sub-Regional Ministerial Steering Committee on Transboundary Haze Pollution 
(MSC) held via video conference.

Continue on page 16
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The meeting noted information on the 
review and outlook of the weather and 
haze situation presented by the ASEAN 
Specialised Meteorological Centre 
(ASMC).

The meeting also acknowledged ASMC’s 
continual efforts in enhancing its technical 
capabilities in the monitoring, assessment 
and early warning of weather and haze 
conditions in the region, as well as in 
weather and climate prediction modelling. 
The meeting further provided updates 
on ASMC’s enhancements in service 
delivery and outreach.

Appreciation was shown for the MSC 
countries’ various initiatives and actions; 
as well as the substantial progress on 
the implementation of the strategic 
review of the Sub-Regional Ministerial 
Steering Committee Programmes and 
activities – which include enhancing 
haze control management through early 
warning or monitoring and fire prevention; 

MSC countries urged to support haze, peatland programmes 
(continued)
From page 15

building capabilities for fire suppression 
at the local, national and regional levels; 
bilateral collaboration, in line with the 
ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary 
Haze Pollution (AATHP); and the capacity 
building of ASEAN Member States under 
the Regional Haze Training Network.

The meeting further noted the finalisation 
of the final review of the Roadmap 
on ASEAN Cooperation towards 
Transboundary Haze Pollution Control with 
Means of Implementation; and welcomed 
the completion of the final review of the 
ASEAN Peatland Management Strategy 
(APMS 2006-2020) by the ASEAN Task 
Force on Peatlands (ATFP), while looking 
forward to the development of the next 
roadmap and APMS.

The session additionally observed the 
urgency to further intensify efforts towards 
the finalisation of the Establishment 
Agreement and Host Country Agreement 
of the ASEAN Coordinating Centre 
for Transboundary Haze Pollution 

Control (ACC THPC) in Indonesia; and 
acknowledged the significant progress in 
the implementations of haze and peatland 
programmes and projects amidst the 
COVID-19 challenges. 

These include the Sustainable Use 
of Peatland and Haze Mitigation in 
ASEAN (SUPA); and the Measurable 
Action for Haze-Free Sustainable 
Land Management in Southeast Asia 
(MAHFSA).

MSC countries and its relevant agencies 
were called upon to strongly support the 
successful implementation of the activities 
of the said programmes.

The meeting also congratulated Indonesia 
for convening the 16th Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the ASEAN 
Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution (COP 16) on October 22; and 
expressed appreciation to the country as 
the host for the 22nd MSC. The 23rd MSC 
will be held in Malaysia in 2022.

Towards a low carbon, climate-resilient ASEAN
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
30 – The Governing Board of the ASEAN 
Federation of Engineering Organisations 
(AFEO), which comprises Heads of AFEO 
member organisations – unanimously 
agreed to nominate His Majesty Sultan 
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin 
Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji 
Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi 
Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan 
of Brunei Darussalam for the AFEO 
Distinguished Honorary Patron Award.

The award is conferred in recognition of 
the achievements and remarkable social, 
economic and engineering development 
of Brunei Darussalam under His Majesty’s 
wise leadership.

It is the most prestigious and highest 
AFEO award; which is only conferred 
upon reigning heads of state and 
government of acknowledged eminence 
and high standing, who have rendered 
very substantial and outstanding services 
and contributions to the engineering 
profession, AFEO and the ASEAN 
Community.

The conferment was announced at the 
Opening Ceremony of the 39th Conference 
of ASEAN Federation of Engineering 
Organisations (CAFEO 39). 

The conference is hosted by the Institution 

of Surveyors, Engineers and Architects 
(PUJA) Brunei from November 29 to 
December 3, with its theme “Engineering 
and Climate Change”.

The CAFEO 39 is held virtually, with 
its opening ceremony organised at the 
International Convention Centre in hybrid 
format. 

The event was attended by both local and 
international participants, including heads 
of ASEAN engineering organisations via 
online.

Present to officiate the opening ceremony 
was Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia 
Ir. Awang Haji Suhaimi bin Haji Gafar, 
Minister of Development, who also 
delivered a keynote address.

In his address, the Minister of Development 
highlighted the need to invest on 
infrastructure for decarbonisation in 
driving the shift towards a low-carbon 
ASEAN.

At the same time, ASEAN also requires 
investments on infrastructure to reduce 
climate change impacts where engineers 
and professionals with innovative 
engineering from various sectors must 
play a part and attain the necessary 
practical solutions – in order to bring 
down the costs of climate action and 

implementation.

For a foreseeable period of time, our 
engineers will continue to play a crucial 
role in advancing ASEAN as a low carbon 
and climate-resilient region, he added. 
Brunei Darussalam has declared to 
reduce 20 per cent of our total greenhouse 
emissions by 2030 through our nationally 

determined contributions (NDCs); and we have expressed our 
intention to move towards net zero by 2050. This will not be an 
easy task, but it is necessary as our vulnerability to the impacts 
of climate change increases every year.

The Minister also brought up the need to recognise that all 
ASEAN Member States have communicated its NDC; with a few 
recently indicating their commitment towards net zero. Since 
ASEAN has a higher stake in the fight against climate change 
as compared to other regions, it is therefore important for the 
region to accelerate its responses on both climate mitigation and 
adaptation measures.

The opening ceremony also saw the conferment of the AFEO 
Distinguished Honorary Fellow and AFEO Honorary Fellow 
awards by Ir. Haji Mohammad Zin bin Haji Salleh, President of 
PUJA (Brunei) and Chairman of AFEO.

These awards are bestowed upon distinguished persons of 
exemplary character who have rendered substantial, outstanding 
and meritorious services to the engineering profession, the 
Institution and ASEAN nations.

The AFEO Distinguished Honorary Fellow award was presented 
to Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji Mat Suny bin 
Haji Md. Hussien, Minister of Energy.

Towards a low carbon, climate-resilient ASEAN (continued)

From page 16

Yang Berhormat Minister of Development delivers 
his keynote address at the Opening Ceremony 
of the 39th Conference of ASEAN Federation of 
Engineering Organisations.

The President of PUJA Brunei and Chairman of AFEO presenting the AFEO Honorary Fellow awards to Yang Berhormat Minister of Energy (left); and Yang 
Berhormat Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports (right).

Yang Berhormat Minister of Development; and President of PUJA Brunei and Chairman of AFEO in a group photo with the recipients of the AFEO Distinguished 
Honorary Fellow and AFEO Honorary Fellow awards.

Meanwhile, Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji Md. 
Isham bin Haji Jaafar, Minister of Health; Yang Berhormat Dato 
Seri Setia Awang Abdul Mutalib bin Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Setia 
Dato Paduka Haji Mohammad Yusof, Minister of Transport and 
Infocommunications; Yang Berhormat Major General (Rtd) Dato 
Paduka Seri Haji Aminuddin Ihsan bin Pehin Orang Kaya Saiful 
Mulok Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin, Minister of Culture, Youth 
and Sports; Dato Seri Paduka Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji 
Metussin, Deputy Minister of Finance and Economy (Economy); 
Dato Seri Paduka Ar. Awang Haji Marzuke bin Haji Mohsin, 
Deputy Minister of Development; Professor Dr. Hajah Zohrah 
binti Haji Sulaiman, Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Teknologi 
Brunei (UTB); Haji Idris bin Mohd. Jaafar, Decommissioning and 
Restoration Manager, Brunei Shell Petroleum (BSP) Sdn. Bhd. 
received AFEO Honorary Fellow awards.

The event also saw three keynote addresses by the Minister of 
Energy; Vice-Chancellor of UTB; and Yang Berbahagia Dato’ 
Seri Ir. Dr. Zaini bin Ujang, Secretary-General of the Ministry of 
Environment and Water, Malaysia.

Over the next few days, CAFEO 39 will witness various activities: 
including the AFEO Governing Board Meeting; Working Group 
Meetings; Technical Paper Presentations; Country Report 
Presentations; Energy Forum; Young Engineers Dialogue; 
Women Engineers Summit 2021; and the ASEAN Engineering 
Outstanding Achievement Awards on December 3.

Continued on page 17
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BICET 2021: Enhancing quality of life and society

TUNGKU LINK, November 8 – The 
8th Brunei International Conference on 
Engineering and Technology (BICET) 2021 
was officiated earlier today by Dato Seri 
Paduka Ar. Awang Haji Marzuke bin Haji 
Mohsin, Acting Minister of Development 
as the event’s guest of honour.

Universiti Teknologi Brunei (UTB), under 
the Faculty of Engineering, was the main 
organiser of the event; in collaboration with 
the Institution of Surveyors, Engineers and 
Architects (PUJA) Brunei; the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE); the 
Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) 
International (Brunei Section); the 
Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE); and the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology 
(IET).

This year’s BICET was sponsored by 
Berakas Power Company Sdn. Bhd.; 
Petrokon Utama Sdn. Bhd.; Huawei 
Technologies (B) Sdn. Bhd.; and Brunei 
Shell Petroleum (BSP) Sdn. Bhd.

At the event, a welcoming remark was 
delivered by Professor Dr. Hajah Zohrah 
binti Haji Sulaiman, Vice-Chancellor 
of UTB as advisor of BICET 2021;  
followed by a speech from the Guest of 
Honour.

Also present at the conference was 
Aldila binti Haji Mohd Salleh, Acting 
Permanent Secretary (Planning, Land 
Use and Environment) at the Ministry of 
Development.

The event saw keynote presentations by 
Professor Dr. Janardhan Reddy Koduru 
from Kwangwoon University, Korea 
on “Magnetic Functionalised Graphitic 
Carbon Composites for Sustainable Water 
Remediation”; and Professor Dr. Ataur 
Rahman from Western Sydney University, 
Australia on “Rainwater Harvesting 
System as a Tool to Promote Sustainable 
Water Management”.

Two other presentations will also take 

place as part of the three-day event: 
“Effect of Trochoidal Strategy in End 
Milling of Titanium Alloy Ti-6Al-4V” by 
Professor Dr. Safian Sharif from Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia; and “Overview of the 
Current Development in Compressed Air 
Energy Storage” by Professor Dr. Jihong 
Wang from the University of Warwick.

This year’s conference is themed 
“Innovation in Engineering and Technology 
towards Enhancing Quality of Life and 
Society”.

The event is divided into four parallel 
tracks comprising 20 sessions. 

A total of 206 papers were received from 
30 countries, encompassing various 
fields in civil engineering; electrical and 
electronic engineering; mechanical 
engineering; as well as petroleum and 
chemical engineering.

The 8th Brunei International Conference on Engineering and Technology (BICET) 2021 taking place virtually.

BEIIP welcomes 13 more companies
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
18 – The Brunei Energy Industry 
Integrity Pact (BEIIP) welcomed 13 
more companies into its network for the 
year 2021. The companies are joined 
in their commitment to integrate high 
ethical standards and integrity into the 
day-to-day business operation of Brunei 
Darussalam’s energy industry.

The virtual event was joined by Yang 

Managing Director of Brunei Shell 
Petroleum (BSP) and Shell Country Chair 
in Brunei; Hajah Farida binti Dato Seri 
Paduka Haji Talib, Managing Director of 
Brunei LNG Sdn. Bhd. also delivered their 
video messages at the event.

The event featured the first-phase 
launching of the the BEIIP web-portal, 
which will be developed as an online 
repository for BEIIP members to share 
business integrity resources such 
as templates, training materials and 
procedures.

Yang Berhormat Minister of Energy delivering 
his keynote address via video message at the 
ceremony.

Also in attendance were Haji Matsatejo 
bin Sokiaw, Deputy Minister of Energy; 
Haji Azhar bin Haji Yahya, Permanent 
Secretary at the Ministry of Energy (ME); 
Pengiran Haji Jamra Weira bin Pengiran 
Haji Petra, Deputy Permanent Secretary 
at ME; Datin Paduka Dayang Hajah 
Suhana binti Haji Sudin, Director of  
Anti-Corruption Bureau; as well as other 
senior government officials and senior 
heads of Brunei Darussalam’s oil and gas 
industry.

Among those who attended the virtual event.

Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Dr. Awang Haji 
Mat Suny bin Haji Md. Hussein, Minister 
of Energy, who also delivered a keynote 
address via video message as the guest 
of honour.

The BEIIP is a pledge for companies 
to support a fair and honest oil and gas 
industry in the country, in supporting the 
Government of His Majesty the Sultan and 
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam’s 

efforts to promote and preserve the 
integrity of the nation.

The collective pledge consists of a set of 
10 industry standards and expectations 
relating to transparency in business and 
good governance; as well as compliance 
in the agreed upon principles.

Continue on page 19

BEIIP welcomes 13 more companies (continued)
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As of November 2021, the BEIIP is 
made up of 88 members comprising both 
international and local companies.

In his keynote address, the Minister of 
Energy urged the signatories to remain 
committed in upholding the highest 
standards of integrity and serve as 
exemplary role models to others in 
ensuring businesses operate ethically.

Meanwhile, Agnete Johnsgaard-Lewis, 

Accelerating digital transformation

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
12 – Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia 
Awang Abdul Mutalib bin Pehin Orang 
Kaya Seri Setia Dato Paduka Awang Haji 
Mohammad Yusof, Minister of Transport 
and Infocommunications attended  
the 27th ASEAN Transport Ministers 
Meeting (ATM) and Associated 
Dialogue Partner Meetings held via 
video conference on November 11 and 
12.

Yang Berhormat Minister of Transport and Infocommunications attending the 27th ASEAN Transport 
Ministers Meeting (ATM) and Associated Dialogue Partner Meetings.

The two-day meeting was officiated by His 
Excellency Samdech Akka Moha Sena 
Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of 
Cambodia, who presented his opening 
remarks. 

The Minister of Transport and 
Infocommunications also delivered his 
statement at the event; where he – 
among other matters – touched on the 
Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 

2025, and urged for the implementation 
of the ASEAN Transport Strategic Plan 
2016-2025 for the sake of the region’s  
socio-economic development. 

The meeting discussed policies on 
accelerating digital transformation for 
more resilient transportation and logistics 
in the ASEAN region. The participants also 
agreed to sign the protocol to implement 
the 12th Package of Commitments on Air 
Transport Services under the ASEAN 
Framework Agreement on Services 
(AFAS) via ad-referendum.

The meeting further adopted the Phnom 
Penh Declaration on Sustainable Urban 
Mobility, Guidelines for the development 
of Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans 
(SUMP) in ASEAN Metropolitan Regions; 
the toolbox for the establishment of 
Metropolitan Transport Executives (MTE) 
in ASEAN Metropolitan Regions; the Joint 
Ministerial Statement of the 27th ATM 
Meeting; and the annual priorities and key 
deliverables in Transport for 2022.

The 27th ATM Meeting was followed by 
meetings with dialogue partners: the 
People’s Republic of China, Japan and 
the Republic of Korea. The sessions 

Continue on page 20
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UTB-Guangxi University sign Academic Cooperative Agreement

UTB-Guangxi University sign Academic Cooperative Agreement 
(continued)

TUNGKU LINK, November 12 – In 
conjunction with the 30th Anniversary of 
the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations 
between China and Brunei Darussalam, 
the China-ASEAN Research Institute 
of Guangxi University and the Planning 
and Development Office of Universiti 
Teknologi Brunei (UTB) co-organised a 
forum on “Review and Prospect of Building  
China-Brunei Strategic Cooperative 
Partnership – From Perspectives of 
Education and Industry”.

Present at the forum as the guests 
of honour were Dato Seri Paduka Dr. 
Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin, 
Deputy Minister of Finance and 
Economy (Economy); His Excellency 
Wang Naixue, Vice-Chairman of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC) of Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region and Secretary of the 
Party Committee of Guangxi University; 
and Her Excellency Yu Hong, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
People’s Republic of China to Brunei 
Darussalam.

The event began with remarks from the 
guests of honour; followed by keynote 
speeches by Professor Dr. Hajah Zohrah 
binti Haji Sulaiman, Vice-Chancellor of 
UTB; and His Excellency Xu Bu, Dean of 
China Institute of International Affairs and 
former Chinese Ambassador to ASEAN.

The event also saw the signing of the 
Academic Cooperative Agreement 
between the Civil Engineering and 
Architecture of Guangxi University, China 
and the Faculty of Engineering, UTB.

The agreement will focus on 
collaborations in several fields – including 
joint researches; academic areas; 
participation in seminars and workshops; 
as well as the exchange of students, 
faculty members, and staff.

Deputy Minister of Finance and Economy (Economy); His Excellency Vice-Chairman of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and 
Secretary of the Party Committee of Guangxi University; and Her Excellency Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China to Brunei Darussalam attending the forum on 
“Review and Prospect of Building China-Brunei Strategic Cooperative Partnership – From Perspectives 
of Education and Industry” as guests of honour.

From page 20

The guests of honour delivering their remarks at the start of the event; followed by keynote speeches by 
the Vice-Chancellor of UTB; and His Excellency Dean of China Institute of International Affairs and former 
Chinese Ambassador to ASEAN.
 

Accelerating digital transformation (continued)

discussed initiatives for the development 
of transport cooperation – which include 
the endorsement of their respective 
frameworks. 

Also held were the United States-ASEAN 
Business Council (US-ABC) Consultation; 
and the Special Meeting between ASEAN 
Transport Ministers, ASEAN dialogue 
partners and ASEAN development 

From page 19 partners (which discussed initiatives 
towards the digital transformation).

Present at the meeting was His 
Excellency Dato Paduka Lim Jock Hoi, 
Secretary-General of ASEAN. Also in 
attendance were Haji Mohammad Nazri 
bin Haji Mohammad Yusof, Permanent 
Secretary at the Ministry of Transport 
and Infocommunications (MTIC);  Haji 
Mohammad Salihin Haji Aspar, Deputy 
Permanent Secretary at MTIC; as well as 
senior officials and relevant parties under 

the ministry and its departments. 

The 27th ATM Meeting was preceded 
by the 52nd ASEAN Senior Transport 
Officers Meeting (STOM) and Dialogue 
Partners Meetings held on November 
2 and 3. Brunei Darussalam’s delegation 
to the 52nd STOM was led by the 
Permanent Secretary at MTIC. 

The 52nd STOM discussed key documents 
for adoption and endorsement at the 27th 
ATM.

The one-day forum featured three panel 
sessions – namely Session I: Review and 
Prospect of the 30th Anniversary of the 
Establishments of Diplomatic Relations 
between China and Brunei Darussalam; 

Session II: Prospects and opportunities 
for education cooperation between China 
and Brunei Darussalam; and Session III: 
Prospects and opportunities for industrial 
cooperation between China and Brunei 

Darussalam. The forum was co-supported 
by the Ministry of Finance and Economy, 
Foreign Affairs Office of Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region; and the Chinese 
Embassy in Brunei Darussalam.

Brunei Darussalam and Australia discuss bilateral defence matters

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
25 – Brunei Darussalam’s Ministry 
of Defence (MinDef) and Australia’s 
Department of Defence virtually 
conducted the 18th Joint Defence Working 
Committee (JDWC) meeting to further 
strengthen the existing bilateral defence 
relations between both countries, as well 
as identify areas of defence and military 
cooperation.

The meeting was co-chaired by Haji Adi 

The 18th Joint Defence Working Committee (JDWC) meeting conducted between Brunei Darussalam’s Ministry of Defence (MinDef) and Australia’s Department 
of Defence via online.

Ihram bin Dato Paduka Haji Mahmud, 
Deputy Permanent Secretary (Policy 
and Strategy) at MinDef; and David 
Lewis Assistant Secretary for South-East 
Asia at the International Policy Division, 
Department of Defence, Australia.

Also present (physically and virtually) 
were Lieutenant Colonel Dan Hauser, 
Defence Advisor of Australia to Brunei 
Darussalam; Commander Sonny 
Iskandar bin Rasani, Defence Advisor of 

Brunei Darussalam to Australia; as well 
as civilian and military senior officers from 
both countries.

At the meeting, both parties discussed 
bilateral defence matters pertaining to 
exchanges at various levels – include 
courses, training and exercises, as well 
as defence cooperation matters.

Empowering the future with sustainability and digitalisation

The 11th Executive Board Meeting of the China-ASEAN Interbank Association (CAIBA) and the 2nd 

Executive Board Meeting ASEAN Plus Three Interbank Cooperation Mechanism (APTIBCM).  Continue on page 21 Continue on page 22

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
1 - Bank Islam Brunei Darussalam (BIBD) 
hosted the 11th Executive Board Meeting of 
the China-ASEAN Interbank Association 
(CAIBA); and the 2nd Executive Board 
Meeting of the ASEAN Plus Three 
Interbank Cooperation Mechanism 
(APTIBCM).
 
The meeting, which was convened 
virtually, carried the theme “Empowering 
the Future with Sustainability and 
Digitalisation”. It involved representatives 
from leading financial institutions from 
ASEAN Member States; as well as the 
People’s Republic of China; Japan; and 
the Republic of Korea (RoK).
 
In his opening remarks at the meeting, 
Awang Haji Sofian bin Mohammad Jani, 
Acting Managing Director of the Brunei 
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Leaders discuss activities under UNESCO

Her Excellency Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Brunei Darussalam to 
France and the Permanent Representative 
of Brunei Darussalam to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO)  delivering a statement on behalf of 
Yang Berhormat Minister of Education at the 41st 

UNESCO General Conference.

PARIS, November 11 – Her Excellency 
Datin Paduka Malai Hajah Halimah 
binti Malai Haji Yussof, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brunei 
Darussalam to France and Permanent 
Representative of Brunei Darussalam to 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
presented a statement on behalf of Yang 
Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji 
Hamzah bin Haji Sulaiman, Minister of 
Education at the 41st UNESCO General 
Conference – which has been taking 
place at the UNESCO Headquarters in 
Paris, France from November 9 to 24.
 
The biennial conference was attended 
by representatives from 193 member 
states; and was aimed at discussing 
and reviewing the policies and activities 
of UNESCO for 2020-2021 in the fields 
of education, science and culture.
 

Empowering the future with sustainability, digitalisation

Md. Aminul Izzat bin Md. Asri, one of the local participants of the International Astronomical Search 
Collaboration (IASC) Asteroid Search Campaign.

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
4 – Some 35 new asteroids have been 
successfully detected by the group  
of citizen scientists from Brunei 
Darussalam under the International 
Astronomical Search Collaboration (IASC) 
Programme, United States of America 
(US).

A total of six Bruneian groups comprising 
30 members joined the IASC Asteroid 
Search Campaign, which was  
co-organised by the Nepal Astronomical 
Society (NASO) and the Astronomical 
Society of Brunei Darussalam (PABD).

Under the campaign, participants from 
Brunei and across the globe were given the 
opportunity to use an advanced astrometry 
software to analyse photographs and 
real sky data provided by the Panoramic 
Survey Telescope and Rapid Response 
System (Pan-STARRS) in Hawaii.

IMTS shows 60.9 per cent total trade increase
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
16 - In August, Brunei Darussalam’s total 
trade was valued at $2,227.4 million, an 
increase by 60.9 per cent from $1,384.6 
million during the same month last year. 
Meanwhile, for month-to-month changes, 
total trade for August decreased by 
11.1 per cent compared to July 2021.
 
Total exports increased by 135.7 per 
cent year-on-year to $1,463.5 million 
compared to $620.8 million in August 
2020. This was mainly due to the increase 
in Mineral Fuels exports to $1,153.3 
million (August 2021) from $505.0 
million (August 2020), and Chemicals 
exports to $290.3 million (August 2021) 
from $102.1 million (August 2020).
 
The increase in Mineral Fuels exports was 
largely due to an increase in the value of 
exports of crude oil, exports of Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) and exports of 
petroleum products from the downstream 
activities. The increase in exports of crude 
oil was attributed to a significant increase 
in average price to USD72.79 per barrel 
(August 2021) from USD46.99 per barrel 
(August 2020), as well as an increase in 
total volume to 77.02 thousand barrels per 
day (August 2021) from 70.09 thousand 
barrels per day (August 2020). Likewise for 
LNG exports, the increase was due to an 
increase in the average price to USD9.92 
per MMBtu (August 2021) from USD5.03 
per MMBtu (August 2020), as well as an 
increase in total volume to 906,328 MMBtu 
per day (August 2021) from 752,055 
MMBtu per day (August 2020). Meanwhile, 
exports value of petroleum products 
from downstream activities increased 
to $540.6 million from $206.5 million.
 
In terms of the commodity by section, 
Mineral Fuels were the major contributor 
to Brunei Darussalam’s exports (78.8 
per cent), followed by Chemicals 
(19.8 per cent), and Machinery and 
Transport Equipment (0.5 per cent).
 
The main exports market in August  
was Japan (25.1 per cent) followed 
by People’s Republic of China (19.6 

Empowering the future with sustainability and digitalisation 
(continued)

Investment Agency (BIA) as a member 
of the BIBD Board of Directors, touched 
on the resiliency of the ASEAN banking 
institution – despite the challenges and 
uncertainties of the past few years – 
through the establishment of strong capital 
bases and disciplined risk management.
 
The 11th CAIBA Executive Board Meeting 
and 2nd APTIBM Executive Board Meeting 
also heard keynote addresses from 
Hajah Rokiah binti Haji Badar, Managing 

From page 21 Director of Brunei Darussalam Central 
Bank (BDCB); as well as His Excellency 
Deng Xijun, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the People’s 
Republic of China to ASEAN.
 
During the discussions, the member banks 
shared information, experiences and  
in-depth assessments on topics of interest 
– including digitalisation transformation 
amid a global pandemic; engaging the next 
generation of bankers towards sustainable 
development; and the integration of 
environmental, social and corporate 

governance (ESG) into banking practices.
 
At the end of the meeting, Mubashar 
Khokhar, Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of BIBD touched 
on the need for financial institutions to 
position themselves at the heart of a 
global community that seeks to build 
a more sustainable financial system.
 
BIBD then handed over the hosting 
role to Canadia Bank, Cambodia for 
next year’s CAIBA Executive Board 
Meeting.

The conference also saw a general 
policy debate; where heads of delegates 
from member states delivered national 
statements on the commitment and 
initiatives taken in supporting activities 
under UNESCO in realising the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
 
Her Excellency Datin Paduka Malai 
Hajah Halimah was also accompanied 
by officials from the Embassy of 
Brunei Darussalam in France.

Continue on page 23

This involved observing Near-Earth 
objects and Main Belt asteroids; and 
reporting for unknown asteroid detections.

Information from these preliminary findings 
will be further studied – which can take 
up to five years to define the asteroids’ 
orbit – by professional astronomers.

The six Bruneian groups (PABD; 
Hulubalang Brunei; Laksamana Brunei; 
Panglima Brunei; Pateh Brunei; and 
Semaun Brunei) were recognised 
in the reports produced by IASC,  
Hardin-Simmons University earlier today.

Next year, PABD will organise the first 

Empowering the future with sustainability, digitalisation (continued)

All-Brunei Darussalam Asteroid Search 
campaign in collaboration with IASC 
starting January 2022 – which will be open 
for citizens in the country.

From page 22

Continue on page 24
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Local PhD candidate receives research grant award

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, November 
30 – Siti Lieyana binti Mohd. Azffri, a 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) candidate in 
Geosciences was recently awarded the 
Maurice ‘Ric’ Terman Research Grant 
Award, which will be funded by the 
Geological Society of America (GSA).

The GSA’s Terman Fund promotes and 
supports the East Asia Geoscience 
and Environmental Research (EAGER) 
project, which supports geoscience and 
environmental research in the member 
countries of the Coordinating Committee 
for Geoscience Programmes in East and 

Southeast Asia (CCOP). The countries 
include Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic; 
Myanmar; Papua New Guinea; Singapore; 
and Timor-Leste.

The award recipients will receive a  
one-year research grant of up to USD5,000 
for PhD candidates; and up to USD2,500 
for Masters candidates.

The Coordinating Committee for 
Geoscience Programmes in East and 
Southeast Asia (CCOP) Technical 
Secretariat officially announced the 

The Maurice ‘Ric’ Terman Research Grant Award Ceremony held virtually on November 24 – coinciding 
with the 57th CCOP Annual Session.

awardees earlier this month, with the 
award ceremony taking place virtually on 
November 24 – coinciding with the 57th 

CCOP Annual Session.

Ir. Awang Norazmi bin Othman, Acting 
Deputy Director-General of the Public 
Works Department as the Chairman of 
the National Committee of Geosciences 
and Permanent Representative of Brunei 
Darussalam to CCOP attended the event.

Siti Lieyana and her research supervisor, 
Dr. Stefan Herwig Gödeke also 
participated in the ceremony – in which 
the candidate presented her research 
proposal entitled “Ground and surface 
water quality investigation for irrigation 
purposes in Brunei Darussalam”.

The research aimed to provide a general 
overview of the ground and surface 
water geochemistry and their suitability 
for irrigation use; which will contribute to 
the Government of Brunei Darussalam’s 
national irrigation agenda and efforts 
to achieve sustainable agricultural 
production goals.

Acknowledgements were given to Brunei’s 
National Committee of Geosciences 
and Public Works Department, Ministry 
of Development (MoD) as the country’s 
representatives to CCOP, for their support 
and assistance during the application of 
the research grant.

IMTS shows 60.9 per cent total trade increase (continued)

per cent) and Singapore (18.8 per cent). 
The largest export commodity to Japan 
and Singapore was Mineral Fuels, 
meanwhile, exports to People’s Republic 
of China were Chemicals.
 
For imports, the total value increased to 

BND763.9 million (August 2021) from 
$763.8 million (August 2020) mainly 
driven by an increase in imports of Mineral 
Fuels which are largely used as input for 
the production of petrochemical products. 
 
The five main imports by commodity 
were Mineral Fuels (64.5 per cent), 
followed by Machinery and Transport 

Equipments (13.6 per cent), Foods (6.6 
per cent), Chemicals (5.4 per cent) and 
Manufactured Goods (5.1 per cent).
 
By End Use Category, imports of 
Intermediate Goods accounted for 58.4 
per cent of the total imports, followed 
by Capital Goods (37.3 per cent) and 
Consumption Goods (4.3 per cent).
 
For imports by trading partners, the 
highest share was from Malaysia (20.4 
per cent), followed by Saudi Arabia (17.9 
per cent), and Colombia (13.1 per cent) 
with the largest import commodity was 
Mineral Fuels.
 
According to the mode of transport, in 
August the highest share was transport by 
sea, which amounted to $2,139.2 million 
(96.0 per cent). This was followed by air 
transport ($62.2 million or 2.8 per cent) 
and via land ($25.9 million or 1.2 per cent).
 
The International Merchandise Trade 
Statistics (IMTS) for Brunei Darussalam 
adopts the General System for recording 
trade statistics, which covers imports, 
domestic exports, and re-exports.
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