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Brunei Darussalam and Ghana
should strive to establish strong
partnership: HM Sultan

I Iis Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
olkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,

The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam, Her Majesty Raja
Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajjah Saleha and
Her Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri
Hajjah Mariam accorded a warm
welcome for the President of Ghana, Lt.
Jerry Rawlings and his wife, First Lady
Nana Konadu Agyeman Rawlings at the
Istana Nurul Iman on 21 March.

The President of the Republic of
Ghana and First Lady Nana Konadu
Agyeman were greeted at the Brunei

International airport by His Royal
Highness Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Her
Royal Highness Pengiran Anak Isteri
Pengiran Anak Hajjah Zariah. The
Minister of Industry and Primary
Resources, Yang Berhormat Pehin
Orang Kaya Setia Pahlawan Dato Seri
Setia Hj Awang Abdul Rahman was
also in there as Minister-in-attendance.

The Gahanian first couple was on a
three-day state visit. It was
accompanied by a 2l-member
presidential delegation including

Foreign Minister James Victor Gbeho,
Mines and Energy Minister Dr.J.F. Abu
and Trade and Energy Minister Dan
Abodakpi.

The audience preceded a guard of
honour in front of the palace mounted
by men of the security forces. The
Ghanaian leader took the salute as the
national anthems of the two countries
were played, and inspected the honour
guard shortly afterwards.

This was followed by His Excellency
Rawlings being introduced to cabinet

* Continued on centre page

His Ma/‘esty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam calling for close partnership between Brunei and Ghanaian public
and private sectors, during a banquet at Istana Nurul Iman in honour of visiting Ghanaian President recently.
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 30 April 2000. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-383941 or better
still, send us a report with a
picture, if possible. All editorial

rights reserved.

A national agenda
for youths needed
- HM Sultan

is Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal

Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam has underscored the
need to make a concerted effort towards
establishing a national agenda for
youths for the purpose of educating
and giving them direction in the new
millennium. In this way they would be
highly mannered, ambitious and
motivated, possessing the noble spirit
towards upholding the national
heritage.

His Majesty voiced this in a titah
(royal address) at the prize
presentation ceremony of the first
Koran Reading Competition for South-
East Asian Youths held at the Indoor
Stadium of the Hassanal Bolkiah Sports
Complex in Berakas, on 25 March.

His Majesty The
Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of
B r une.|
Darussalam
presenting prizes
at the first Qur'an
(Koran) Reading
Competition for
ASEAN Youths
hosted by Brunei
Darussalam late
last month.

The monarch said that challenges of
the new millennium need not only
youths with knowledge, but also vision,
who are not tied up or shaped by local
entity but are more opened and exposed
to a broader global entity, all of which
require character building among
youths.

Although we are confident with our
youths’ ability to manage themselves,
the existence of sophisticated
information technology frequently
expose youths to undesirable and
unbeneficial elements, His Majesty
pointed out.

“In this respect, our responsibility
is to provide a safety net to monitor how
far the presence of information
technology affects the healthy
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* From page 2
( National agenda for youths needed )

development of our youths,
particularly in aspects of thinking,
culture and more importantly,
religion,” said the monarch.

His Majesty referred to a verse of
the Koran, in which Allah the Al-
mighty commanded that young men
called ‘Ashabul Kahfi’, are those who
are faithful to Allah the Almighty and
He has given them God’s guidance.

“This is the obligatory objective
aimed for by youths who read the
Koran, not only worldly greatness but
also that of the hereafter,” stressed
His Majesty.

His Majesty further further
underscored the need for youths who
read the Koran to involve themselves
in major activities, such as in the
regional and international fora.

“We need youths to break from
old tradition of merely using other
people’s idea to new constructive
ideas of their own, which are
respected and  appreciated
internationally,” said His Majesty.

The time has come, stressed His
Majesty, for youths in the region,
especially those who read the Koran,
to become leaders and exemplary
figures, as advocated by the Koran
which says; “You (the followers of
Prophet Muhammad), are the best
ummahs born for the benefit of all
mankind by virtue of your
advocating good deeds and
avoiding evil doings.

His Majesty further said that
youths who read the Koran are not
self-interest but put the welbeing of
followers of Prophet Muhammad,
(peace be upon him) as priority in
accordance with the teaching of
Islam on brotherhood. Brotherhood
in Islam is to plan and think of how
to create a happy life without
disturbing others to choose their own
way.

“This is the noble teaching of the
Koran, which should be strongly
upheld by youths, and introduce the
teaching to other people so that it
would be understood,” said His
Majesty.

The teachings of the Koran,
among other things, therefore is the
bringing about of tranquility,

contrary to some quarters’ belief of it

as causing confusion and sutfering,”
His Majesty further said.

Meanwhile, in his inaugural
speech, His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah hoped
that youths in the South east Asia
region would have more ways to
interact with each other to enable them
contribute  towards further
strengthening friendship, cooperation
and understanding.

“Differences in religion, language,
culture and ancestry or even the forms
of government are not obstacles to
regional cooperation, and this has been
proven by the well-maintained
relations among countries in Southeast
Asia,” said His Royal Highness.

His Royal Highness also called on
youth in the country to always upgrade
development activities for the benefit
of their countries and people.

His Royal
Highness Crown
Prince Haji Al-
Muhtadee Billah
inaugurates the first
ASEAN  Youths
Koran  Reading
Competition with a
call for more
interactions
between the youths
of the region.
Below: A participant
recites the holy
book during the
competition, which
will be extended to
include  female
readers’
participation in the
future.

“The objective of creating a
peaceful and prosperous country, and a
harmonious Southeast Asia region
should be a priority for youths,” said
His Royal Highness.

The competition, the first of its kind
being conducted, was aimed at
upgrading the reading quality of the
holy Koran among youths, as well as
instilling and cultivating friendship
among youths in the region.

Seven male readers representing
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Brunei Darussalam took part in the
competition. ~ Winner of the

competition was from Thailand. Placed
second and third were representatives
from Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam
respectively. The competition will in
future be broadened to female readers’
participation.
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