¥l 519 (g9

BRUNE!I

DARUSSALAM

newsletter

Published by the Department of Information

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

15 JANUARY 2000

Brunel has its own expectation
by the vear 2000

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sul-

tan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam has said,
as other countries in the globe, Brunei Darussalam too,
has its own expectations and aspiration by the year 2000.
His Majesty said, we would like to see Brunei

Darussalam continuously enjoy peace, prosperity and

stability, continue to develop together with other nations, and
to have knowledgeable, skilled, highly-educated people with
excellence in all fields.

In a New Year’s titah (royal address) broadcast nation-
wide over radio and television on 1 January 2000, His Maj-
esty pointed that these certainly require an extensive prepa-

* Continued on page 5

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has said, Islam through
fasting, truly guides and educates

Muslims to continue to be pious as a
condition of achieving success and
excellence.

His Majesty said, these excellence
should include excellence in faith,
knowledge and noble morals, because

His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam , His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Haji Al-
Muhtadee Billah , His Royal
Highness Prince Haji ‘Abdul
‘Azim, His Royal Highness
Prince ‘Abdul Malik and His
Royal Highness Prince ‘Abdul
Mateen exchanging Hari Raya
greetings with state dignitaries.

if these excellence are available in
every individual, then the Muslim
ummah would certainly lead a harmo-
nious, peaceful and united life.

* Continued on page5
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 31 January 2000.
If there are events relating to
our country you would like
featured in this newsletter
please call us on Tel: 02-
383941 or better still, send
us a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

reserved.
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Brunei ruler meets
His Majesty

King Al-Malek Fahd

\

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has recently made a good-
will call to His Majesty King Al-
Malek Fahd ibn ‘Abdul Aziz Al-Saud,
the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques at As Safa Palace in Mecca.

During the call on 3 January, Their
Majesties exchanged views on bilat-
eral and regional issues, and co-op-
erative efforts to strengthen relations
between both countries.

The Brunei ruler also expressed
happiness for the close and cordial re-
lations, that had developed between
the two countries and expressed grati-
tude for the generous facilites and hos-
pitality continuously accorded by the
Government of Saudi Arabia, not only
to His Majesty and members of the
royal families, but also to all Brunei
Darussalam’s pilgrims performing
umrah and haj in Mecca over these
years.

Present on the Saudi Arabia’s side
were His Royal Highness Prince Sul-
tan ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Al-Saud, the
Second Deputy Prime Minister, De-
fence and Aviation Minister of Saudi
Arabia, and His Royal Highness
Prince Salmon ibn ‘Abdul Aziz Al-
Saud, Governor of Riyadh and other
members of the royal family.

With His Majesty were His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Haji Al-
Muhtadee Billah, His Royal Highness
Prince Haji ‘Abdul ‘Azim, His Royal
Highness Prince ‘Abdul Malik, His
Royal Highness Prince Abdul Mateen
and other members of the royal

family.

His Majesty also consented to at-
tend a ‘Bersahur’ (meal taken between
midnight and dawn during the fasting
month of Ramadan) ceremony hosted
by His Royal Highness Prince Saud ibn
Abdul Mohsen ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Al-
Saud, the Governor of Hail at his resi-
dence.

Meanwhile, Her Majesty Paduka
Seri Baginda Raja Isteri Pengiran
Anak Hajjah Saleha and Her Royal
Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah
Mariam attended a dinner given by
Her Majesty Princess Jawhara Al-
Ibrahim, wife of His Majesty King Al-
Malek Fahd at As-Safa Palace on 1|
January.

His Majesty’s daughters, Her Royal
Highness Princess Hajjah Rashidah
Sa’adatul Bolkiah, Her Royal High-
ness Princess Hajjah Muta-Wakillah
Hayatul Bolkiah, Her Royal Highness
Princess Hajjah Majeedah Nuurul
Bolgiah, Her Royal Highness Princess
Hajjah Hafizah Sururul Bolgiah, Her
Royal Highness Princess ‘Azemah
Ni’matul Bulkiah and Her Royal High-
ness Princess Fadzilah Lubabul
Bulgiah also attended the dinner.

Brunei Darussalam and Saudi Ara-
bia established diplomatic relations in
1984 and culminated with the state
visit by His Majesty The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam to Saudi Arabia in Janu-
ary last year.

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam and
members of the royal family were in
Mecca to perform the “‘umrah’ (visit a
holy place as part of a pilgrimage).
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24-hour operation on 28 February

he Y2K National Operation Cen

tre will begin its 24-hour opera-
tion on 28 February to monitor the
Y2K problems. 28 Febdruary 2000 is
expected to be the critical date relat-
ing to the leap year problem.

The Minister of Communications,
Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya
Amar Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia Haji
Awang Zakaria, who is also the Chair-
man of the Y2K Coordinating Body
announced the plan at the press con-
ference held at the Y2K National Op-
eration Centre in the Ministry of Com-
munications on 3 January.

The Operation Centre began its 24-
hour operation since 31 December
1999, beginning 8.00 pm to monitor
any possibility of Y2K problems in the
country, for which Brunei Darussalam
is reported free from the problems.

The Minister said, with regard to
the country’s success in entering the
new millennium without problems, the
centre has reduced its 24-hour moni-
toring to 12.00 mid-night on 2 Janu-
ary.

He said, the success was timely
with the country’s confidence to be
fully ready to go through various de-
termined efforts and with close coop-
eration with concerned parties.

“The knowledge and experience we
acquire to this end in handling Y2K
problems is beneficial and need to be
utilised to face any future challenges,”
he said.

The advancement of systems and
facilities, and the provision of contin-
gency plan, which has cost a big
amount of allocation should be con-
tinuously utilised to upgrade the qual-
ity of service of respective agencies and
organisations, said the Minister, while
adding that, the advancement is a posi-
tive effect from Y2K issues, and ena-
bles the country to be more ready and
capable of achieving good opportuni-
ties in the new millennium.

He said, the success also reflects
that the Sultanate is confident and is
always ready to face any form of chal-
lenges.

Yang Berhormat further pointed

that to this end, the Operation Centre
had not encountered an incident or
situation related to the problem of the
year 2000. All critical services involv-
ing the public went on as normal.

In a statement issued at 3.45 am
on | January, the Minister informed
that the Operation Centre received a
report, which confirmed that no prob-
lems occurred to critical services for
the public.

All government services including
electrical generating power in all dis-
tricts, water supply and civil aviation
such as Brunei International Airport
and Royal Brunei Airlines functioned
normally. Telephone services in all
districts were free from the Y2K bug,
except the problem on busy line due

to the high demand during the New
Year’s Eve. Hospital service also func-
tioned as usual, and it recorded the
birth of four newly born babies as we
entered the new millennium.

Yang Berhormat also spoke on all
government financial services, such as
the Employee Trust Fund and commer-
cial banks, which were free from Y2K
bug.

Meanwhile, the Brunei Shell Com-
pany reported that all activities on oil
and gas industry functioned as usual.
Likewise, the port services, land trans-
portation, sewage system, Radio and
Television Brunei, Fire Services, Royal
Brunei Armed Forces and Royal Bru-
nei Police Force.

The Communications Minister, Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Amar Pahlawan Dato Seri
Setia Haji Awang Zakaria with officials from service agencies monitoring the Y2K bug at the
Y2K National Operation Centre, picture above and below.
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