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His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda Yang Dj-Pertuan Agong of Malaysia, Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah Al-Haj and The Raja
Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Aishah were being welcomed on arrival at Istana Nurul Iman by His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam, Her Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajjah Saleha and Her Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah Mariam.

Further strengthen economic

relations by encouraging

investment - His Majesty

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has urged Brunei
Darussalam and Malaysia to further
strengthen economic relations by en-
couraging their private sectors to in-

vest in the two countries.
Entrepreneurs from both countries
should continue to work together to
grab business opportunities available
in the region, particularly in the Bru-
nei-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines-
East Asian Growth Area (BIMP-
EAGA), as such cooperation would

help further upgrade trade between
countries in the area, said His Majesty.

His Majesty was speaking in a titah
(royal address) at a Royal Banquet held
in honour of His Majesty Sultan
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Al-Haj ibni
Al-Marhum Sultan Hisamuddin Alam

* Continued on centre page
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 29 February 2000.
If there are events relating to
our country you would like
featured in this newsletter
please call us on Tel: 02-
383941 or better still, send us
a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights

reserved.
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His Majesty congratulates
New Zealand on Waitangi Day

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam expressed his happiness
with the cordial relationship and close
understanding which have been long
established between His Majesty gov-
ernment and New Zealand under His
Excellency The Right Honourable Sir
Michael Hardie-Boys, the Governor
General of New Zealand.

His Majesty believes that the ex-
isting ties between both governments
and their people will continue to be
strengthened in the future in the in-
terest of both countries and their peo-
ple.

His Majesty also expressed the
hope that the people of New Zealand
will continue to prosper under the lead-

ership of the Governor General and
Prime Minister, The Honourable Ms
Helen Clarke.

In His Majesty’s message in con-
junction with New Zealand’s Waitangi
Day on 6 February, His Majesty also
congratulated The Honourable Ms
Clarke, while expressing the hope that
Ms Clarke will continue to enjoy pros-
perity and peace.

Meanwhile, His Royal Highness
Prince Mohamed Bolkiah Foreign Af-
fairs Minister also sent a similar mes-
sage to his New Zealand counterpart
in conjunction with Waitani Day.

His Royal Highness expressed his
sincere appreciation to New Zealand
for helping Brunei Darussalam in
preparations to host the APEC sum-
mit this November.

Nigeria is keen on Brunei’s oil
and gas industry

runei Darussalam will become a

role model for the Republic of
Nigeria in the oil and gas industrial
infrastructure, in view of the fact that
the country has long been involved in
the industry, and oil and gas is the Sul-
tanate’s main export.

The Republic of Nigeria will learn
something about the industry, particu-
larly in the aspects of development,
education, social service and infra-
structure practiced by the country.

Delegation consisting of senators

and members from Nigeria’s Cham-
ber of National Assembly met the Min-
ister of Industry and Primary Re-
sources, Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang
Kaya Setia Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia
Haji Awang Abd. Rahman, at the Min-
istry on 8 February, as part of their
working visit and orientation.
During the visit, the delegation was
also briefed on the development of
Brunei industries, particularly in tour-
ism, which now plays an important
role in the country’s development.

The Minister of Industry and Primary Resources, Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya
Setia Pahlawan Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Abdul Rahman receiving a call from members
of Nigeria's Chamber of National Assembly.
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APEC - SOM 1

Better and more effective outreach
programme needed

he Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation Senior Officials
Meeting (SOM 1 Retreat) held from
12 — 20 February in Kuala Belalong
in the Temburong district, had stressed
the need for better and more effective
outreach programme explaining the
benefits of trade and investment liber-
alization.

Speaking at the Press Conference
held at the International Convention
Centre on 13 February, the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Yang Dimuliakan Pehin
Orang Kaya Pekerma Dewa Dato Seri
Paduka Awang Lim Jock Seng, who
also chaired the meeting said, the Re-
treat had an exchange of
views on the outcome of the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO) meeting in Seattle,
and reaffirmed its commit-
ment to the WTO and ex-
plored ways by which
APEC can contribute to
progress the work in Ge-
neva.

The Retreat noted that
the Trade Ministers meet-
ing in Darwin in June and
the APEC Leaders meeting
in November are vital dates
for APEC and that these
two meetings will provide
the opportunities for APEC
to give political impetus to

the work of the WTO.

The Co-Chairs of the APEC Fi-
nance Deputies from New Zealand and
Brunei Darussalam were also present
to brief the Retreat on activities in the
Finance Ministers’ process. There was
also a very effective exchange during
the Retreat with co-chairs of the APEC
Finance Deputies process in response
to the call by leaders to integrate all
the processes of APEC.

In the evening, the Retreat had a
general discussion on the future course
of APEC and in looking to the future,
senior officials saw the need to be well
grounded and build upon the cumula-

tive wisdom of the past.

Senior officials from member
economies as well as the APEC Sec-
retariat, Chairs of the Committee on
Trade and Investment, SOM Sub-
Committee on Ecnomic Technical
Cooperation (ESC), and Budget and
Management Committee (BMC) at-
tended the meeting.

On 12 February, the 21 members
of APEC Economies attended the
SOM Informal Meeting in Bangar,
Temburong. The officials also visited
the Amo Longhouse, Brunei
Darussalam Logistic Outward Bound
at Batang Duri and the Ulu Temburong
National Park.

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Yang Dimuliakan Pehin Orang Kaya
Pekerma Dewa Dato Seri Paduka Awang Lim Jock Seng, chairing the 12" Informal Senior Official
Meeting, APEC held in Bangar, Temburong.

APEC 2000 ‘Delivering to the Community’

Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Conference (APEC 2000) to be
hosted in Brunei Darussalam this year
bears the theme ‘Delivering to the
Community’. The theme will be the
foundation to series of meetings in ef-
fort to achieve prosperity in the Asia-
Pacific region.

Speaking at the Press Conference

at the International Convention Cen-
tre on 10 February, the Permanent Sec-
retary of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, Yang Dimuliakan Pehin Orang
Kaya Pekerma Dewa Dato Seri Paduka
Awang Lim Jock Seng said, attention
will also be given to all cooperative
efforts by member countries in estab-
lishing a strong basis for economic re-

covery.

He said, this year long, APEC
would seek several new possibilities as
well as broaden existing cooperation
to strengthen the economy of APEC
member countries.

In the midst of the technology

* Continued on page 11
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