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A special supplement to mark the forty-third birthday on 15 July, 1989 of His Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.

His Majesty in conversation with an elderly woman during his visit to the Tutong district, one of the numerous
visits he has made over the years.

A caring monarch, His Majesty

the Sultan places the well-being

and prosperous livelihood of his
people above all

‘It is my desire to keep Brunei Darussalam prosperous
and peaceful, and to see my people live in happiness

and unity, enjoying ever-improving standards of living’




As the nation salutes His Ma-
jesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mvu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam on his forty-third bir-
thday anniversary, the ruler can
look back to some twenty-two
years since he took over the helm
of the throne with pride and
satisfaction.

Those years have constituted an
era in its own right for they have
been marked by a chain of suc-
cesses in every aspect of develop-
ment, both nationally and on the
international front giving birth to
a modern Brunei Darussalam -the
Abode of Peace.

Over the years since his corona-
tion on August 1, 1968, Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah, in pursuance of
some of the policies laid down by
his late father Almarhum Sultan
Haji Omar Ali Saifuddien, has
striven to develop the country in
all fields for the interests and
benefits of his citizens and people
of Brunei alike.

But above all, one of his Majes-
ty’s main priorities has always
been to improve the well-being
and prosperous livelihood of his
subjects, a gesture underlining
his concern that they should be
well-cared for at all times.

To his subjects and people of
Brunei, His Majesty the Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan has always
been a ‘caring monarch’ and this
fact can clearly be seen through
his visits to mukmins and kam-
pungs (villages) throughout the
country with a view to meeting as
many of his subjects as possible,
and at the same time to listen at
first hand to some of the problems
they may have so these problems
can be settled promptly to the
satisfaction of all parties concern-
ed.

On the eve of Brunei
Darussalam’s first National Day
celebrations on February 23, 1984

“But instead of

them coming to
me, I am going to
their villages”, said
His Majesty on his
efforts to forge
direct relationships
with his ,
subjects.

following the Sultanate’s resump-
tion of full independence barely
eight weeks earlier on January I,
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah declared his wish for the
country and people in the follow-
ing few words:

‘“I wish Negara Brunei
Darussalam to remain a peaceful
and prosperous nation, and to see
my people continue to live most
happily and united, enjoying ever-
improving standards of living’’.

Further testimony of His Ma-
jesty’s aspiration to ensure that
his citizens live in contentment
and harmony in an atmosphere of
continued peace, security and
tranquility is demonstrated in his
foreword at the launching of
Brunei Darussalam’s fifth Na-
tional Development Plan for the
period 1986-1990 in which he
stated: ‘‘The fifth National
Development Plan has been for-
mulated not only to cater for
development of the next five

His latest visits since his
previous birthday had been to two
mukims in Temburong, where he

reminded residents that their in-
terest, well-being and benefits are
taken into accounts above all else
in the implementation of every
project.

And wherever possible, the
Sultan calls on the private sector
to play a role in contributing to the
nation-building process so as to
fruther improve the well-being
and prosperity as well as other
aspects of development for the
people.

But the message of this aim was
not directed to the residents of the
two villages only - the same
message is conveyed to residents
of mukims in other districts
visited by His Majesty, too.

Less than a month ago, His Ma-
jesty went on a special tour of two
government departments which
dealt closely with members of the
public.

Elderly people and children often get His Majesty’s personal attention
during his many visits to mukims and kampungs.

years but also to prepare for the
long-term development up to the
year 2,005.

“Similar to the previous five-
year National Development
Plans, our aspiration is to provide
for various services and facilities
for the improvement of the stan-
dard of living of the people whilst
strengthening the economic and
social development of the coun-
try”’.

Indeed, one of the objectives of
the current National Develop-
ment Plan is to improve the quali-
ty of life of the people, a policy
upon which His Majesty insists.

His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan has continued
his series of visits to mukims,
kampungs and government
departments which he had begun
some years before independence.

In his message to those present
who had comprised mostly
government officials and
employees, the Sultan impressed
upon them the importance of giv-
ing efficent, satisfactory and pro-
mpt service to the public at all
times.

There is no country comparable
to Brunei Darussalam when it
comes to the maintenance and ap-
plication of the ‘welfare state’
status quo.

Bruneians enjoy the highest per
capita income in the region and
one of the highest in the world at a
staggering US$17,500 annually,
compared with US$150 annually in
some of the world’s poorest na-
tions.

In addition, citizens are given
free education right from the
earliest schooling age up to
university level and scholarships
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for further overseas study.

Moreover, there is a free na-
tional health service for citizens
and permanent residents, low in-
terest loans for housing and no
levy on personal income tax.

There are also old age pensions,
subsistence allowances for
widows, and His Majesty has urg-
ed that care and attention given to
the less fortunate members of the
society such as the handicapped
and disabled people ‘‘should not
be given periodically only but con-
tinually’’ so that they, too, can
share the joy and comfort of life
enjoyed by their more fortunate
colleagues.

We are commit-

ted to provide
sound housing for all
our people; we have
a Land for the Land-
less scheme and we
have a full program-
me of retirement
pensions and
allowances. ,

What more can you ask for, one
might ask?

Such is the love and care of His
Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah
-the twenty-ninth Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of a truly exemplary
dynasty - for his people.

His Majesty believes in his peo-
ple living in harmony and united.

Undeniable proof of His Majes-
ty’s striving for harmony is the
co-existence of Brunei Darus-
salam’s variety of ethnic and
religious groups, the very essence
of country’s population of a mere
235,000 people.

Commenting specifically on the
different ethnic groups among
whom are those still without
religions or professing faiths
other than Islam, His Majesty ex-
pressed happiness at their ability
to live in an environment of
mutual respect for one another.
‘“Different beliefs should not
create disunity and enmity among
the people,”’ he said during his
visit to Temburong where there
are a number of ethnic groups.

He stressed, however, that
Islam is the official religion of the
country.

Citizens and people of Brunei Darussalam turned out in their thousands to
welcome home His Majesty on his return after performing Islam’s fifth
tenet the Haj in Mecca.

And in this respect, the govern-
ment has untiringly striven to pro-
pogate the religion so that it can
be embraced or at least be
understood as a religion that ad-
vocates living in peace, loyalty as
well as obedience to the monarch
and the country.

His Majesty is a shining exam-
ple to his people. His first act after
the bells rang in the new year of
independence was to attend a
commemorative prayer service
alongside thousands of his sub-
jects at the Omar Ali Saifuddien
mosque and now, as he has done
over the decades, he joins his sub-
jects at the mass Friday prayers,
going from one mosque to another
each week regardless of where
the mosques are located.

In this humility and faith, he
demonstrates the Islamic religion
to be a fountain of life, which it is
indeed to every Muslim.

Millions of dollars are spent
each year on promoting and
strengthening the Islamic religion
in Brunei Darussalam on con-
struction of mosques and suraus
and other places of worship, sen-
ding students overseas for further

Islamic studies, construction of
religious schools and colleges.

The number of people embrac-
ing or converting to Islam has in-
creased encouragingly and the
number is ever-increasing each
year.

In line with his desire to raise
the standard of religious eduation
in Brunei Darussalam, His Majes-
ty’s government last month
established for the first time the
Institute For Islamic Studies
leading to diplomas.

The first batch of thirty two
students who obtained grade one
and two in their Higher Cer-
tificate of Religious Education
has been selected to the institute,
which at present is housed at the
Suri Seri Begawan Religious
Teachers’ Training College in
Bandar Seri Begawan, the
Sultanante’s capital city.

To ensure that Islam remains
firmly the official religion of the
country, His Majesty often in his
addresses over the years remind-
ed Muslims against deviationist
teachings of Islam, and warned
his government would not hesitate
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