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His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
(back to camera) prepares to sprinkle the scented water (merinjis ayeng baburih) on his eldest son, Yang Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri Duli
Pengiran Muda Al-Muhtadee Billah in one of the highlights of last month’s Berkhatan Ceremony (coming-of-age) of the young prince.
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is Majesty the Sultan and

Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam’s eldest son, Yang
Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri Duli
Pengiran Muda Al-Muhtadee Bil-
lah came of age early last month
an accasion marked by week-long
ceremonies that saw the pomp and
pageantry of a royal court com-
prising a combination of Islamic
rituals and Brunei Malay cultures.

The coming of age, dubbed
“Berkhatan” which means cir-
cumcision, began officially on July
30 with the opening of the Gendang
Jaga-Jaga (vigilant beating of
gongs and drums and playing of
pipes and other ethnic musical in-
struments in accordance with
Brunei royal traditions) conduct-
ed at the Lapau in Bandar Seri Be-
gawan in the presence of His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Bendahara Seri Maharaja Per-
maisuara Pengiran Muda Haji
Sufri Bolkiah on behalf of His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan.

From then on the Gendang Jaga-
Jaga was held nightly until August
6 at a specially-built complex lo-
cated at the main gate to the Nurul
Iman Palace’s ground.

The same day also saw the start
of week-long religious presenta-
tions at the suraus of the palace
while on two specially-built stages
in the palace grounds, local and
foreign artistes as well as schools
and various youth organisations
gave entertainment performances
mostly in the forms of singing,
short dramas and comedy
sketches. Inside the palace, men
and women held nightly vigils in
separate rooms preoccupying
themselves, in accordance with
Brunei customs and traditions,
with various games and story-
telling.

The capital, Bandar Seri Bega-
wan and Istana Nurul Iman glit-
tered in bright multi-coloured
lights throughout the week, adding

splendours to the already happy
and festive occasion.

One of the highlights of the event
was seen on the evening of August
3, when the young prince was
ushered into the throne room of the
Nurul Iman Palace for the bless-
ing ceremony, led by the Brunei
ruler.

After His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam,
Her Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha
and Her Royal Highness Pengiran
Isteri Hajjah Mariam and guests
were seated, the young prince, who
was 15 in February, walked up the
middle of the hall accompanied by
some 100 men bearing his personal
regalia which included spears,
swords, rifles, shields, pennants,
candles, drums, brass vases and
urns.

As the zikir was performed, His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan led the blessing ceremo-
ny (merinjis ayeng baburih) on his
son, followed by Her Majesty the
Raja Isteri and Her Royal High-
ness Pengiran Isteri.

ASEAN leaders comprising
President Soeharto of Indonesia,
President Corazon C. Aquino of the
Philippines and the Prime
Ministers of Singapore, Mr. Lee
Kuan Yew, Malaysia’s Dato Seri
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad and
Thailand’s General Chatichai
Choonhavan, who were special
guests of His Majesty, joined in
sprinkling the scented water or
blessing of the prince.

Also joining in the blessing were
the Sultan of Johor Darul Takzim,
Duli Yang Maha Mulia Al-
Mutawakil Alallah Sultan Iskan-
dar, His Royal Highness Paduka
Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir
Sahibul Himmah Wal-Wagar Pe-
ngiran Muda Haji Mohamed Bol-
kiah, His Royal Highness Paduka
Seri Pengiran Bendahara Seri

Maharaja Permaisuara Pengiran
Muda Haji Sufri Bolkiah, Yang
Amat Mulia Pengiran Bini
Mazuin, His Royal Highness Padu-
ka Seri Pengiran Digadong Sa-
hibul Mal Pengiran Muda Haji
Jefri Bolkiah, Yang Amat Mulia
Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran
Norhayati, Yang Teramat Mulia
Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri
Hajjah Masna, Yang Teramat Mu-
lia Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak
Puteri Amal Umi Kalthum Al-
Islam and other members of the
royal family.

State dignitaries, cabinet
ministers and foreign diplomats
were among the large number of
other guests present.

The week-long celebration cul-
minated the following day on
August 4, with His Royal Highness
Paduka Seri Pengiran Muda Al-
Muhtadee Billah riding in a
specially-built carriage in a
procession around Bandar Seri
Begawan.

The procession was preceded by
a short ceremony at the throne
room of the Istana Nurul Iman
which included the Do’a selamat
read by the State Mufti.

Led by the band of the Royal
Brunei Armed Forces and the Roy-
al Brunei Police, the procession,
too, was held in the true glory of
Brunei traditions and customs.

The carriage carrying His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Muda Al-Muhtadee Billah was fol-
lowed immediately behind by
bearers of the royal regalia.

Her Majesty Paduka Seri Bagin-
da Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Sale-
ha and Her Royal Highness
Pengiran Isteri Hajjah Mariam
and other members of the royal fa-
mily rode with the procession as
did a large number of Brunei VIPs.

About 25,000 flag-waving school
children lined the route of the
procession and they were joined by
thousands more members of the
public eager to catch a glimpse of
His royal Highness.

They waved and cheered as the
prince made his way along the
procession route.

The Berkhatan Ceremony of the
previous evening and the proces-
sion were both telecast live by
Radio Television Brunei.

Both proceedings were truly
memorable.
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“@Give service efficiently
and promptly” - HM Sultan

is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
has again impressed upon govern-
ment officials and employees the
importance of giving efficient and
sincere service to the public.

““Civil servants should remind
themselves that the purpose of
their working in government ser-
vice is not solely to fulfill the need
for employment, but they are also
res(})onsible for providing efficient
and satisfactory service to the
public and society,”” His Majesty
the Sultan stressed.

His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah was s i
during a visit to the Public Works
Department and the Housing
Development Board, both under
the Ministry of Development,
recently.

“‘On this visit I wish to remind
all government officers and staff
once again about the importance
of giving service efficiently and
whole heartedly to the public at
all times,” said His Majesty the
Sultan.

He also reminded them to be
courteous and polite when dealing
with the public. People calling at
government offices should be at-
tended to and given information
or services promptly and not left
to wander around, His Majesty
urged.

His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah said the visit
also gave him the opportunity to
remind technical departments
whose officers have been en-
trusted to supervise costly
government projects and jobs be-
ing undertaken by contractors to
ensure that such officers do not
neglect the trust and responsibili-
ty given to them.

‘““These officers must ensure
that contractors carry out their
jobs in compliance with the
specifications laid out in the con-
tract,” he said.

Closing his address, His Majes-

the Sultan urged government
epartments to re-assess the
organisation and the workings of
their administration, especially
toward making decisions as

His Majesty taking a close look at a model of a construction project during his visit to the
Ministry of Development. Briefing His Majesty is the Development Minister, Pengiran Dato
Dr. Haji Ismail.

speedily as possible on applica-
tions from members of the public.

In his briefing in conjunction
with His Majesty’s visit, the
Minister of Development,
Pengiran Dato Seri Laila Jasa Dr.
Haji Ismail disclosed that his
ministry through the Public
Works Department had com-
pleted implementation of some
370 projects out of the current
Fifth-Year Development Plan’s
total of 812 projects.

Another 206 projects were under
construction, 37 others being
tendered and 107 were still on the
drawing board.

He said 30 projects had been
revoked, 49 others postponed and
another 13 were being planned
and studied.

The minister said the Public
Works De ent is responsible
among other things, for the im-
plementation, supervision and
maintenance of water supplies,
roads, drainage, sewage and rub-
bish disposal systems.

It is also responsible, he said,
for the planning, construction,
supervision and maintenace of
public buildings and facilities
such as government housing,
schools, mosques and also to im-
plement special projects such as

the housing scheme for landless
citizens.

Of the Housing Development
Board the minister said it was
responsible directly for the
resetlement housing scheme.

“‘Since the scheme was launch-
ed construcition of housing in a
number of areas in all the
districts have been implemented
in stages,” Pengiran Dato Seri
Laila Jasa Dr. Haji Ismail said.

Of these, some 249 houses have
been completed at the Lambak
Kanan Housing Scheme in the
Brunei Muara District and
another 355 were still under con-
truction in the same area.

For the Belait District, a total of
164 houses were being built at
Kampung Pandan, 100 houses at
Kampung Bukit Beruang in
Tutong District and 28 houses at
Kampong Rataie in Temburong
District.

Brunei Darussalam can also
look forward to a second car-
riageway of its 80 kilometer-long
highway between Muara and
Tutong. The director of Public
Works said construction of this se-
cond carriageway is now being
carried out in stages and is ex-
pected to be completed during the
Sil);;h National Development
Plan.
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