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Be sensitive to country’s
changing needs,
urges His Majesty the Sultan

is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
has stressed on the importance
for the University of Brunei
Darussalam, UBD to be sensitive
towards the country’s ever-
changing needs.

“The university should modify
its direction and programmes

when circumstance call for it,”
HM Sultan said.

The Brunei ruler was speaking
at the first convocation ceremony
of the UBD held at the Interna-
tional Convention Centre in
Berakas on September 21 for 167
graduates from the university’s
first intake.

His Majesty the Sultan is
Chancellor of the university.

Congratulating the graduates,
His Majesty expressed his hope
that they would continue to keep
the good name of the university.

His Majesty said the convoca-
tion ceremony was an important
event in the history of education in
the country for it has demon-
strated its capability and con-
fidence to produce qualified man-
power at degree level.

His Majesty reminded the new
graduates that as pioneers, they
shoulder a heavy responsibility
“in proving that ti;= degrees con-
ferred to them do not lack in

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam is conferred with a Doc-
torate degree by the University of Brunei Darussalam’s Vice-Chancellor, Pehin Dato Haji
Awang Abdul Aziz, back to camera (full story on page 2).

quality compared to those ac-
quired by overseas graduates.”

His Majesty also urged the
private sector to play their role in
the education of the country.
Their contribution and coopera-
tion in research, for instance, or
in any other related educational
activities is essential to the pro-
gress of the university.

“Brunei Shell’s initiative to set

up the Earth Science and Field
Studies Centre in Temburong is
an example which other private
sectors should follow,” said His
Majest

jesty said in a short
tix JBD had managed to
put r well-organised
acad rammes. He called
on the ) continue to main-
tain and improve the concept of
excellence in all disciplines.



is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Muizzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
has been conferred an honorary
Doctorate degree-Doctor of Let-
ters - by the University of Brunei
Darussalam at its first convoca-
tion ceremony, which took place
on September 21.

Making the presentation was
the university’s Vice-Chancellor,
Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Wijaya
Dato Seri Setia Haji Awang A
Aziz, who is also the Sultanate’s
Minister of Education.

Following is an excerpt of the
citation of His Majesty delivered
by the Vice-Chancellor prior to
conferring the honorary degree.

“The development and pro-
gress of a country involve a dif-
ficult and complex process,
especially if the country has long
been a protectorate The success
of this process requires sufficient
financial contribution, adequate
and skilled manpower, a good
physical infrastructure, and in to-
day’s contemporary world, the
support, cooperation and
understanding of other countries.
These, however are inadequate;
what is more important is not only
an efficient, honest and sincere
leadership, but also a far-sighted
leader who is bold enough to make
decisions for the good of religion,
race and country.

In the context of Brunei
Darussalam, the national
development process is still mov-
ing towards the stage that is
desired. Even though a lot has
been achieved, many more need
to be done. Alhamdulillah (All
Praises Be to Allah) for Brunei
Darussalam, funds have been set
aside, efforts of fulfill manpower
needs and the physical infrastruc-
ture have been and are still being
carried out, and relations between
Brunei Darussalam and other
countries are good and friendly.

Since Brunei Darussalam
achieved its independence on 1st
January, 1984, the national

development process of the coun-
try has been carried out more

Honorary doctora
conferred upon H

speedily. Foreign observers who
are familiar with this country
have expressed admiration that
Brunei Darussalam is able to
develop rapidly within five years
after its independence if com-
parison is made with the history
of Brunei Darussalam before
(1984). Such a dramatic change is
based upon the efficiency and far-
sightedness of the leader and head
of the government of Brunei
Darussalam who laid down the
foundation of leadership upon the
traditional concept of Malay
Islamic Monarchy.

In the 1950’s up till 1967, Al-
Marhum Sultan Haji Omar Ali
Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Wad-
dien, had laid down the basic
policies in the economic, educa-
tional, socio-cultural and
religious aspects of development.
His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mvu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has continued this
process up to the level that has
been achieved today.

His Majesty’s role and contribu-
tions to the development and pro-
gress of the country are of great
significance considering His Ma-
jesty is only 43 years old.

Born 15 July, 1946, His Majesty
received his early education
through private tutorship at
Istana Darul Hana. His Majesty
also studied at the Sultan Muham-
mad Jamalul Alam Malay School,
Victoria Institution in Kuala Lum-
pur and the Sultan Omar Ali
Saifuddien college before he
enrolled with the Royal Military
Academy of Sandhurst in
England.

On the 14th August, 1961, His
Majesty became Crown Prince
with the title of Yang Teramat
Mulia Seri Paduka Duli Pengiran
Muda Mahkota Brunei. As heir to
the Throne, His Majesty was ex-
posed to the affairs of the govern-

ree
tan

ment and ti ; develop-
ment. On 4t , 1967, His
Majesty ascended the Throne to
become the Sultan and Yang Di-

Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.

With His Majesty’s early ex-
perience from 1961 to 1967 and
after ruling for almost 23 years,
His Majesty has displayed a
positive attitude and made
achievements in all aspects of the
country’s developments. From
the University of Brunei
Darussalam'’s standpoint, His Ma-
jesty’s interest and role in the
field of education, in particular is
very significant.

His Majesty has always given
serious attention to education as a
means of investment for the coun-
try’s future leaders, which in turn
is relevant to the country’s
development. In the field of
higher learning in particular,
developments towards this have
been rapid after 1984. The
teachers’ college as a ‘‘post
secondary’’ institution was
established in 1956. After full in-
dependence, Brunei Darussalam
had witnessed the field of higher
institutions of learning developing
significantly in meeting the needs
of the country. The establishment
of University of Brunei
Darussalam in October, 1985 was
agreed with the consent of His
Majesty, the Institute of
Technology Brunei was set up in
January, 1986, the Pengiran Anak
Puteri Rashidah Sa’adatul
Bolkiah Nursing College was set
up in August, 1986 and early in
1989, the Institute of Islamic
Studies was opened.

With this complete ‘‘hierarchy’
of the education system in Brunei
Darussalam, a comprehensive
educational programme could
then be carried out more effec-
tively. All these rapid develop-
ments have become a reality
under the leadership and bless-
ings of His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah.

In view of His Majesty’s role
and contributions towards the

progress of the couniry, in par-
ticular in the field of - mcation,
the University, as (‘he only

University in the cma::-iry and
especially during its first con-
vocation, is of the opinion that it is

pproprlate to confer the first and
hlghest academic honorary
egree tOHISMaJesty ¥
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Visit may sig
Brunei-Ugand:

three-member delegation

from the Republic of Uganda
led by the Deputy Prime Minister,
the Honourable Abu Bakar K.
Mayanja ended their visit to
Negara Brunei Darussalam on
Thursday, 14 September 1989,
after fruitful discussions to foster
closer relations between the two
countries.

In an interview before leaving
for home, the Honourable Abu
Bakar K. Mayanja said he hoped
the short but memorable visit
would mark the beginning of a
long-term relationship between
Brunei Darussalam and Uganda.

‘““We were able to brief our col-
leagues about the developments
which are taking place in Uganda.
We also discussed possible areas
of mutual cooperation especially
in the field of education and
Islamic matters,”” the visiting
Deputy Prime Minister also said.

While in Bandar Seri Begawan,
the Honourable Abu Bakar K.
Mayanja and Deputy Energy
Minister, Dr. Salim Bachou and
the Acting Vice-Rector of the In-
ternational Islamic University of
Uganda, Professor T. Nsoroko-
Cyagenda, met His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Waqar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Yang Berhormat
Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Wijaya
Dato Seri Setia Haji Awang Abdul
Aziz bin Begawan Pehin Udana
Khatib Dato Seri Paduka Haji
Awang Umar, Minister of Educa-
tion and Yang Berhormat Pehin
Orang Kaya Ratna Diraja Dato
Seri Utama (Dr) Ustaz Haji
Awang Mohammad Zain bin Haji
Serudin, Minister of Religious Af-
fairs.

The Ugandan delegation also
visited the University of Brunei
Darussalam. The visiting Deputy
Prime Minister was particularly
impressed with the plans, pro-
grammes, future developments

Ugandan Deputy Prime Minister, the Honourable Abu Bakar K. Mayanja (right) meets His
Royal Highness Prince Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, the Brunei Darussalam Foreign Affairs
Minister.

and aspirations of the University,
considering it is only about four
years old. The delegation was
briefed by the University’s Depu-
ty Vice-Chancellor, Datin Hajah
Azizah binti PADP Haji Abdullah
and the Permanent Academic Ad-
viser, Dato Professor Haji
Sharom Ahmat. The delegation
also exchanged views about the
International Islamic University
of Uganda.

An official from the Ministry of
Education disclosed that the
meeting between Pehin Dato Haji
Abdul Aziz and the visiting Depu-
ty Prime Minister was a ‘‘fact-
finding”’ one and no commitment
yet was made on the part of the
Brunei government.

A senior official of the Brunei
Religious Affairs Ministry
disclosed that the Ugandan Depu-
ty Prime Minister had stressed
during a meeting with the Brunei
Darussalam Religious Affairs
Minister that Islamic progress

and education in Uganda would
depend on the assistance from
Islamic countries, including
Brunei Darussalam. The
Honourable Abu Bakar K. Mayan-
ja also informed that the position
of Islam in his country was far
from satisfactory.

The Ugandan delegation also
toured the Brunei Museum and
the Malay Technology Museum at
Jalan Kota Batu.

The visit to Brunei Darussalam
was the third from the Republic of
Uganda. Last year the Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. T.
B. Kabwegyere made a four-day
goodwill visit. Earlier this year,
the Ugandan Mufti cum Chief
Kathi, Sheik Hussein Rajab
Kakooza was in Bandar Seri
Begawan for five days to look into
Brunei Darussalam’s Islamic ad-
ministrative structures in par-
ticular the Mufti, Kathi and mos-
ques administrative systems.
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