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His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam and on his left British Prime Minister, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher listening to
speeches of other leaders at the closing ceremony of 27th CHOGM in Kuala Lumpur. Behind His Majesty is his youngest brother, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Digadong Sahibul Mal Pengiran Muda Haji Jefri Bolkiah, the Finance Minister.

HM Sultan states Brunei

Darussalam’s views on
world issues at CHOGWM

Dismantle apartheid, clearer perspective
of the Kampuchean problem

runei Darussalam has made

clear its stand on various in-
ternational issues at the Twenty-
Seventh Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM)
held for a week in the Malaysian
capital, Kuala Lumpur, from Oc-
tober 18.

Stating the Brunei Darussalam

position was His Majesty Paduka
Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassa-
nal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddau-
lah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam.

Starting the executive session of
CHOGM the day after it was of-
ficially opened, His Majesty
among other issues, spoke out
against the apartheid system in
South Africa.

The Brunei ruler, saying that
‘“‘the apartheid system of the
racist regime in Pretoria has yet
to be dismantled, called on the in-
ternational community to con-
tinue to apply political and
economic pressures on South
Africa to dismantle apartheid
once and for all.”
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His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan welcomed the
decision made by South Africa to
end its illegal occupation of
Namibia and he urged all parties
concerned to continue working
together for the full independence
of Namibia as outlined in the
United Nations’ independence
plan for that country.

On Kampuchea, His Majesty
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
said that although the recent con-
ference in Paris did not achieve a
comprehensive political settle-
ment to the Kampuchean pro-
blem, it brought about a clearer
perspective of the issues pertain-
ing to the conflict.

‘“‘However, ASEAN will con-
tinue its endeavour to help find a
solution and when the time is con-
ducive, I am confident that a

compromise, acceptable to all

parties concerned, can be found,”’
HM the Sultan told the meeting.

His Majesty expressed
ASEAN’s appreciation to
members of the Commonwealth
for their continued support in the
long search for peace in Kam-
puchea.

His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan noted that con-
crete efforts are being made to
resolve other regional conflicts
such as Afghanistan, between
Iran and Iraq saying political
dialogue, instead of confrontation,
has now become widespread
among adversaries.

In Afghanistan, the Soviets
have withdrawn their troops,
although a political and durable
peace remains to be achieved;
said the Brunei ruler.

His Majesty went on to say that
the process of reconciliation con-
tinues between Iran and Iraq

following the cessation of hostility
between the two countries.

But on the Middle-east question,
His Majesty warned that the “‘in-
adequate measures to solve the
Palestinian problem will only
perpetuate violence and fighting
in the occupied territories.”

“We must urge the parties con-
cerned to come together and
resolve the problem through
peaceful negotiations.”’

The Brunei ruler had earlier
welcomed the improvements in
the international situation
resulting from the easing of ten-
sion between the superpowers.

His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan joined other
Commonwealth leaders in wel-
coming Pakistan’s return to the
Commonwealth.

® more on CHOGM on pages 10 & 11

Brunei Darussalam boosts military with
huge arms purchase from Britain

Fighter
“aircraft
In RBAF

in 1992

The defence capability of
Brunei Darussalam will be

further strengthened come 1992.

That is the date when a
squadron of fighter aircraft will
be making its appearance in the
country’s armed forces for the
first time.

Under a multi-million dollar
defence purchase package with
Britain, the Sultanate is to pur-
chase 16 Hawk-100 light-attack jet
fighters, announced in a state-
ment recently.

A protocol for the purchase was
signed days earlier in Bandar Seri
Begawan.

Signing for the Brunei Darus-
salam government was the Depu-
ty Defence Minister, Pengiran
Sanggamara Diraja Major
General Pengiran Haji Ibnu while
the British High Commissioner to
Brunei Darussalam, His Ex-

cellency Mr. Roger Westbrook
signed for Britain.

Made by British Aerospace In-
dustries, the Hawk jet-fighters
will be operational in early 1992.

Under the same arms purchase
package, Brunei Darussalam will
also acquire three missile-equipp-
ed patrol boats from another
British firm, Vosper Thornycraft.

The Brunei Darussalam Deputy
Defence Minister said that the
purchase of the arms, apart from
strengthening the Sultanate’s
defence capability, would also
partly contribute to regional
security.

The Deputy Defence Minister
also announced the purchases of a
fleet of four training aircraft from
Italy, and as many maritime pat-
rol aircraft from Indonesia.
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75,000 Muslims join Maulud rallies

HM Sultan speaks out against
religious disobedience and tells
Brunei Muslims to keep a distance
from such action.

n a massive show of faith and

their firm belief in Islam, about
75,000 Muslims took part in rallies
and processions marking Maulud
Nabi Muhammad S.A.W. (an-
niversary of the birth of Prophet
Muhammad) held simultaneously
in four major towns in Brunei
Darussalam on October 12,

The largest gathering at the
Taman Haji Sir Muda Omar Ali
Saifuddien in the capital, Bandar
Seri Begawan, heard His Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
speak out against religious
disobedience.

His Majesty said that disavowal
such as drug abuse, taking
alcoholic drinks and other anti-
social behaviours stem from life
styles that disregard religious
values.

“A large part of such disobe-
dience does not originate from the
traditions of our cultures or race,
but some are incoming influences
and they contaminate our
society,” the Brunei ruler said,

His Majesty urged all Muslims
to be on guard always and keep
away from all forms of disobe-
dience. :

The Sultan said in this era and
age, all kinds of negative
elements exist but by the Grace of
Allah the Almighty, Brunei
Darussalam for its part has
managed to keep at bay and over-
come them due to our firm belief
in Islam and also by holding firm-
ly to such values as mutual

respect, unity and understanding.

The theme of this year’s
celebration that ‘‘to avoid disobe-
dience is the source of wellbeing”’
is most appropriate for it
strengthens our will to eliminate
all the evils of society that are
prohibited by Islam regardless of
whether ‘‘they are committed
openly or committed discreetly
such as drug abuse, consuming in-
toxicating drinks and other anti-
social behaviours,”” said His Ma-
jesty.

His Majesty emphasised that
behaviours and actions which
have negative elements are a
poison that can threaten the
stability of the country and
jeopardise the wellbeing of the
people,

The Sultan pointed out that the
government will continue untir-
ingly to give understanding to the
people about the dangers of these
scourges.

His Majesty reiterated the im-
portance of giving proper
guidance to young people so they
will understand the adverse con-
sequences of disobedience.

“I hope all efforts and activities
will be concentrated towards
achieving a balance between
physical development and
spiritual development.’”’

His Majesty had earlier ex-
pressed hope that the rallies and
processions will help to guide
young people towards inculcating
a spirit of love for the Prophet
Muhammad and the religion the
Prophet represented.

Before leading the procession
on the six-kilometre route around
the capital, the Brunei monarch
spent about 30 minutes meeting
and talking to the leaders of the
158 teams taking part.

His Majesty was accompanied
by his three brothers, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Wagar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah, His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Bendahara Seri Maharaja Per-
maisuara Pengiran Muda Haji
Sufri Bolkiah and His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Digadong Sahibul Mal Pengiran
Muda Haji Jefri Bolkiah.

In line with its religious and
solemn nature, the celebration
began with a Koran reading
presentation and this was follow-
ed by a welcoming speech from
the Minister of Religious Affairs,
Pehin Orang Kaya Ratna Diraja
Dato Seri Utama (Dr) Ustaz Haji
Awang Mohd. Zain bin Haji
Serudin.

A special talk on the signi-
ficance of the celebration’s theme
was given by the Deputy State
Mufti, Pehin Tuan Imam Dato
Paduka Seri Setia Ustaz Haji
Awang Abdul Aziz bin Juned.

The celebration marking the
anniversary of the birth of Pro-
phet Muhammad is one of the big-
gest annual events in Brunei
Darussalam, reflecting the
strength of Islam in the Sultanate.

Islam was declared the official

religion in Brunei Darussalam in
the 1959 Brunei Constitution.
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