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Maintenance of peace, harmony
main priority — His Majesty

H is Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Has-
sanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Wad-
daulah has said that citizens and
other residents in the country
must always understand that the
Government’s main priority is to
maintain peace and harmony.

HM the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
was speaking at a gathering in
conjunction with his visit to
Mukim Bokok and Mukim Amo in
the Temburong District on April
4

HM Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah said the cooperation and
support given to the Government
have enabled everyone to live in
peace and harmony and to devise
with full consensus matters that
are beneficial.

Therefore, he added, it is im-
portant that the support and
cooperation should be forever
maintained, expanded and pre-
vented from interference.

Commentin%specificall on the
Temburong District’s different
ethnic groups among whom are
those still without religious beliefs
or professing faiths other than
Islam, His Majesty expressed his
happiness at their ability to live in
an environment of mutual respect
for one another.

““Naturally different beliefs
should not create disunity and en-
mity among people’’, said His Ma-
jesty.

However, His Majesty stressed,
as Islam 1s the State’s official
religion, the Government has
strived to propagate it in order
A young pupil of the Selangan Primary School stands to attention as HM Sultan Haji Hassanal that it can be embraced or at least
Bolkiah asks him something. The school was His Majesty's first stop during an extensive tour of
the Temburong District early last month. @ continued on page 4




OIC members called on to strengthen
sense of unity, brotherhood

is Royal Highness Paduka:

Seri Pengiran Perdana
Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal Wa-
qar Pengiran Muda Haji Moham-
ed Bolkiah, the Foreign Affairs
Minister, has said that positive
developments towards peace
around the world during the past
year is a good time for members
of the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) to strengthen
their sense of unity and
brotherhood.

His Royal Highness was ad-
dressing the 18th Islamic Con-
ference of Foreign Ministers
Meeting held in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia from March 13 to 16.

HRH Prince Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah said: ‘‘Since
we met last year in Amman, the
world has seen positive develop-
ments towards peace. The inter-
national atmosphere has improv-
ed. Brunei Darussalam is en-
couraged to note the general trend
towards reconciliation and relax-
ation of tension. We are happy
that major events affecting the
work of this organisation have
also been for the better. This is
therefore a good time for us to
strengthen our sense of unity and
brotherhood’.

Among the positive develo
‘ments I-%s Royal Highness meg
tioned are the ceasefire between
Iran and Iraq, the signing of the
UN accord on Namibian in-
dependence and the wider
recognition given to the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO) as
the sole legitimate representative
of the Palestinian people.

‘“The efforts of this organisation
and its members both individually
and collectively have contributed
t(:i these improvements’’, he add-
ed.

However, His Royal Highness
lamented, amidst these hopeful
developments, innocent Palesti-
nians are still being killed by the

ERH Prince Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah (left) with the other delegates at the OIC meeting in
iyadh.

arrogant Tel Aviv Regime, which
continues to pursue its atrocities
with utter disregard of universal
condemnation.

His Royal Highness said the
Israeli Regime seems determine
to continue with its abhorrent
policies and it is the responsibility
of the OIC to keep up the pressure
to ensure that an acceptable solu-
tion to the Palestinian issue will
be reached.

HRH the Foreign Affairs
Minister conveyed Brunei Darus-
salam’s respect for Mr. Yasser
Arafat, the PLO Chairman, for his
wise leadership and statemanship
as well as for his dedication to the
achievements of a homeland for
the Palestinians.

He continued: ‘‘Brunei Darus-
salam has always supported the
right of the Palestinians to
establish their homeland.
Therefore, we welcome and ex-
tend our recognition to the new in-
dependent state of Palestine.”

‘‘Brunei Darussalam also

wishes to reaffirm her support for
the convening of an international
peace conference on the Middle

East under auspices of the United
Nations. The conference should
be participated in by the five per-
manent members of the Security
Council and the parties directly
involved in the conflict, including
th%i Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation.” S

His Royal Highness described
the announcement of the
ceasefire between Iran and Ira
as a welcome development tha
all can rejoice in, and it is the duty
of the OIC, he added, to preserve
this peace and ensure that
member countries enjoy peace
and prosperity.

His Royal Highness said Brunei
Darussalam joins other countries
in welcoming the complete with-
drawal in February of Soviet
troops from Afghanistan but is
still vergrconcemed that despite
the withdrawal, peace and stabili-
ty has not been restored in
Afghanistan.

His Royal Highness stressed the
importance for the Afghans to get
together and work out some sort
of transitional arrangement in
order to avoid an open conflict,
and for the OIC to intensify its ef-
forts in promoting reconciliation
among the Afghan people.

HRH the Foreign Affairs
Minister said positive develop-
ments have also been seen In
South East Asia with diplomatic
efforts towards finding a com-
prehensive political settlement to
the Kampuchean problem bei
intensified. The Jakarta Informa
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