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Ministry set up to

ensure prosperity,

encourage foreign
investments

His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Has-
sanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Wad-
daulah said the setting up of the
Industry and Primary Resources
Ministry is one of government ef-
forts to ensure the continued pro-
sperity of the people and future
generations, as well as to en-
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courage foreign investments.

The ministry’s establishment,
His Majesty added, is designed to
speed up economic diversification
so as not to be solely dependent on
natural resources namely, oil and
gas.

® continued on page 3
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His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah delivering his Na-
tional Day message from the Istana Nurul
Iman.

The climax of the celebrations: participants forming the pattern showing this year's National Day celebration emblem, which symbolises —
among other things — five years of full independence; unity; self-reliance; strength; harmony; and above all that Brunei Darussalam is a Malay

Islamic Monarchy.



His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah granted the Thai Prime Minister, General Chatichai Choonhavan (left), an au-

dience at Istana Nurul Iman.

he Thai Prime Minister,
General Chatichai Choon-
havan, arrived in Bandar Seri
Begawan on February 13 for a
official visit to Brunei

Da am.

General Chatichai was accom-
panied by a deltle&ation, which in-
cluded his wife, Madam Khunying
Boonruen Choonhavan and the
Foreign Minister, Air Chief Mar-
shal Siddhi Savetsila.

The Prime Minister was receiv-
ed in audience by His Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, at the Istana Nurul
Iman.

Present at the audience were
His Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Pe Wazir Sahibul
Himmah Wal-Waqgar Pengiran
Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, the

Forei Affairs Minister, His
Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Bendahara Seri Maha-

raja Permaisuara Pengiran
Muda Haji Sufri Bolkiah, His
Royal Highness Paduka Seri
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HRH Paduka Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal-Waqar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah, the Foreign Affairs Minister, and his Thai counterpart, Air Chief Marshal

Siddhi Savetsila.

Pengiran Diﬁxdong Sahibul Mal
Pengiran Muda Haji Jefri
Bolkiah, the Finance Minister,
and Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Setia
Bakti Diraja Dato Laila Utama

Haji Awang Isa, the Special Ad-
viser to His Majesty in the Prime
Minister’s Office cum Home Af-
fairs Minister.

Madam Khunying Boonruen
Choonhavan had separate au-
diences with Her Majesty Raja
Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha at
the Istana Nurul Iman and Her
Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri
Hajjah Mariam at the Istana
Nurul Izzah.

General Chatichai Choonhavan
and his delegation later visited
Brunei Shell headquarters in
Seria and the Malay Technology
Museum and Brunei Arts and
Handicrafts Centre in the capital.
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HM the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan stated this in a message
broadcast nation-wide to mark
Brunei Darussalam’s fifth Na-
tional Day on February 23.

His Majesty said in order to ex-
pedite the process of in-
dustrialisation and development
of the country’s primary re-
sources, it is important to review
and streamline the laws and
regulations relating to industry
and investments.

_HM the Sultan stressed that it is
vital that the facilities and ser-
vices ]glven by the ministry com-
parable with those in the region in
order not only step up in-
dustrialisation but also to attract

foreign investors into the country.

His Majesty called on the
private sector to play a positive
role in developing the country’s
industry and primary resources
by always tapping new industrial
fields whose products could com-
pete in the international market.

He said in this connection, the
Government welcomes foreign in-
vestors to form joint ventures in
industries, agriculture and
fisheries. They are also welcome
because Brunei Darussalam
needs their technical and
managerial expertise.

‘“However, foreign investors
are reminded that in order to give
benefits to both parties, they must
understand the Government’s
economic %?irations and objec-
tives,”” added His Majesty.

Touching on problems of in-
heritances, which had been com-
municated to him during his visits
to the various villages throughout
the country, HM the Sultan an-
nounced that, as from 15
December of last year, inheri-
tances or estates of up to $2
million will be exempt from duty,
and for those valued at more than
$2 million a three percent duty
will belevied.

On the international front, His
Majesty said Brunei Darussalam
has managed to strengthen rela-
tions with friendly countries, par-
ticularly in efforts to create
mutual benefits for all concerned.

In the endeavour to make the
region’s political environment
firm and stable, HM the Sultan
pointed out that Brunei Darus-
salam has also played a positive
role, and this can seen in its
Kas%:cil?' as the Chairman of the

AN Standing Committee it
has succeeded, with the coopera-

tion of its ASEAN partners, to in-
crese the votes on the Untied Na-
tions resolution on Kampuchea.

On the theme of the National
Day celebrations ‘Berdikari Men-
ingkatkan Kemakmuran Negara’
(Self-Reliance To Enhance The
Country’s Prosperity), His Majes-
ty reminded the people the impor-
tance of boosting the country’s ec-
nomic growth by carrying out
various ventures in the fields of
industry, agriculture and fishery.

By promoting the spirit of self-
reliance, the monarch said, they
can reduce dependence on the
Government for jobs.

HM the Sultan said the Govern-
ment will always give encourage-
ment and stimulation to those
with the enterprise, for example,
through privatisation of several
agricultural projects as the first
step. Various other projects are
also being looked into for possible
privatisation.

His Majesty said it is hoped that
members of the private sector in
the State would come forward
and do their utmost to carry out to
success whatever government
schemes given to them, because
in this way they would comple-
ment the Government’s efforts to
enhance the people’s prosperity
and happiness.

HM Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah went on to emphasise to
the people the need for everyone
to practise the habit of self-
reliance and to inculcate in the
younger generation such habit
early in their life, because this
world strengthen their fortitude to
carry on creating an ever in-
dependent and sovereign nation.

. His Majesty said it would also
instillstout-heartedness and a
spirit of determination in facing
any threat from those who want to
do away with the nation’s in-
dependence and sovereignty.

However, His Majesty made it
clear that self-reliance must be
i)ractised in line with the existing
aws and regulations. It must also
be in accordance with Bruneian
customs and traditions, and must
not set aside the values which
Bruneians have inherited for
countless generations.

Earlier, HM the Sultan express-
ed his appreciation and thanks to
all the people (citizens and other
residents in the country), in-
cluding governtment servants
and the security forces, for work-
ing together in maintaining and
guaranteeing national securit
and peace, and also for the hi
%rowth in the development of

runei Darussalam.

National

Day
greetings

His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Has-
sanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Wad-
daulah has received con-
gratulatory messages on the oc-
cassion of Brunei Darussalam’s
fifth National Day from leaders
around the world.

The messages were from Their
Majesties the Yang Di-Pertuan
A%on% of Malaysia; King Bhumi-
bol of Thailand; King Birendra
Bir Bikram Shah Dev of Nepal;
King Juan Carlos 1 of Spain; King
Carl Gustaf of Sweden; the Ameer
of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa bin Salman
Al-Khalifa; King Qaboos bin Said
of Oman; the Ameer of Kuwait,
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-
Sabah; Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah
Al-Salim Al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister; and Her Majesty Queen
Beatrix of Netherlands; Presi-
dent Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-
Nahayyan of the United Arabic
Emirates; the Vice President and
Prime Minister of United Arabic
Emirates Sheikh Rashid bin
Saeed Al-Maktoum; President
Soeharto of Indonesia; President
Wee Kim Wee of Singapore;
President George Bush of the
United States; President Moham-
ed Hosni Mubarak of E% t;
President Maumoon Abdul
Qayoom of Maldives; President
Kenan Evren of Turf(ey; Presi-
dent Saddam Hussien of Iraq;
President George Vassiliou of
Cyprus; President Mikhail Gor-
bachev of Sovite Union; President
Ralf Dizdarevic of SFR Yugosla-
via; President Aristides Pereira
of Cag(e Verde; Acting President
Paul Xuereb of Malta; President
Corazon Aquino of the Philip-
pines; President Abdou Diouf of
Senegal; President Al-Haj Sir
Dewa Kairaba Jawwara of Gam-
bia; President Virgillo Barcoof
Colombia; President Ghulam
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