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Discipline derived from
fasting makes society
resolute, industrious and alert

is Majesty Paduka Seri

Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan dan Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
has said that the self-restraint
practised during fasting is a form
of self-discipline that can create a
bold, diligent and alert society.

“Bold in facing challenges,
diligent towards achieveing ex-
cellence and alert against
elements that are destructive”’,
HM the Sultan said. The Brunei
ruler also said the pious duties of
fasting which had been practised
properly would also bring us
closer to one of the main
teachings of Islam - to live in well-
being and peace.

‘“‘All these qualities are
praiseworthy and appropriate for
strengthening our determination
in facing our future”’, His Majesty
said.

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
was speaking in his Hari Raya
titah, which was broadcast on
television and radio on Hari Raya
eve, May 6.

He said it is most gratifying that
Muslims in Brunei had been able
to perform the fast properly and

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, celebrate the Hari Raya in peace
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam chats informally with His Royal High- and tranguility.

ness Paduka Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal-Wagar, Pengiran Muda : :
Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, the Foreign Affairs Minister, and Dato Seri Laila Jasa Haji To celebrate the Hari raya in
Awang Zakaria, the Communication Minister (on His Majesty’s left) during the Hari Raya peace enables the people to re-

celebration at Istana Nurul Iman. e more Hari Raya pictures on pages 4, 6 & 7 @ continued on page 4



Book on His Majesty
‘By God's Will

book on His Majesty Paduka

Seri Baginda Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan dan Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brunei Drussalam has
been officially launched in the
Sultanate.

The recently published book en-
titled ‘BY GOD’S WILL, A POR-
TRAIT OF THE SULTAN OF
BRUNEI’, was written by Lord
Chalfont, a former British
Minister of State and Foreign Af-
fairs.

Speaking at the launching
ceremony in Bandar Seri
Begawan on May 13, which was
attended by His Majesty’s Special
Adviser at the Prime Minister’s
Office and the Home Affairs
Minister, Pehin Orang Kaya Laila
Setia Bakti Diraja Dato Laila
Utama Haji Awang Isa, the Law
Minister, Pengiran Laila Kanun
Diraja Pengiran Bahrin, foreign
diplomats and senior government
officials, Lord Chalfont said he
wrote the book to present a true
picture of His Majesty the Sultan
and the country.

Lord Chalfont, whose work for
television includes a series of
documentaries on world political
figures, is the first Western
biographer to have been granted
access to His Majesty the Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan and to some
of his closest friends and advisers.

In his introductory statement,
Lord Chalfont stated that when he
first met His Majesty the Sultan
over a year ago, all he knew about
him was what he had read in the
international press.

He added: ‘“The popular image
was that of ‘the richest man in the

is launched
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‘By God’s Will’ was officially launched in Bandar Seri Begawan last month.

world’ with all that goes with that
glib and meaningless title - fast
cars, conspicuous spending and
erratic financial adventures.”’

The first impression was mildly
surprising. Here, evidently, was a
man of t courtesy, quiet and
reserved almost to the point of dif-
fidence, but with an open, friendly
manner and a disarming sense of
humour, Lord Alun Chalfont
wrote.

“It was immediately clear that
he was puzzled, even ildered,
by the hostility with which he was

treated by the press outside his
own country.”

The author’s frequent visits to
Brunei Darussalam have enabled
him to go beyond the cliches and
the gossip to attempt the serious
analysis of His Majesty as ruler
and statesman.

‘“The portrait of the Sultan of
Brunei, Lord Chalfont added, is
by no means an ‘authorized
biography’ - that is for some time
in the future. It is an impression
gained from conversations with
the Sultan, from research into the
history of his country and. from
the comments of advisers, friends
and collegues.

“It is, in a sense, the ‘case for
the defence”, the author con-
tinues,

Lord Chalfont has not only ad-
dressed many controversial
issues, based from his conversa-
tion with His Majesty, but he has
stressed His Majesty’s own view
of his role as an Islamic monarch
in the region.
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Brun(*i Darussalam will give
its recognition to the
Afghanistan Mujahideen interim

Brunei will recognise
Afghan interim %(r)r\{eee_mmem at an appropriate

This was stated by His Royal

Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran

gove rn ment Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Waqgar Pengiran Muda Haji

Mohamed Bolkiah, Brunei
Darussalam’s Foreign Affairs
Minister, when he received the
visiting Foreign Minister of
Afghanistan interim government,
Mr. Gulbaddin Hekmatyar in
Bandar Seri Begawan on April 15.

His Royal Highness said the
Sultanate would aiso consider the
aid plan to help rebuild
Afghanistan when more details
were received.

Mr. Hekmatyar was accom-
panied by two other officials for a
two-day visit to the country.

His Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal-Waqar The visit was part of an Asian
Pengiran Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, the Foreign Affairs Minister ~2ceives the visiting tour to win recognition for the
Foreign Minister of the Afghanistan interim government, Mr. Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. country’s interim government.

Pakistan
National
Day

e Pakistani Embassy in Ban-

dar Seri Begawan hosted a

reception on March 23, marking
its country’s 43rd National Day.

Present at the function on
behalf of the Brunei Darussalam
Government, was the Com-
munication Minister, Dato Seri

Iﬁﬂawg:ﬁeivﬁ?gggu}g{ Sprens, Mr. Wong Kan Seng, the Singapore Foreign Minister and Minister for
Community Development, was in Bandar Seri Begawan on April 5 for a
: one-day working visit. He was met on arrival by His Royal Highness
His Excellency Mr. Sardar | paduka Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal-Waqar
Ahmad, the Pakistani Am- | Pengiran Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, Brunei Darussalam’s Foreign
bassador to the country, received | Affairs Minister (right). Later the Singapore Minister had an audience
the guests, who included foreign | by His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
diplomats and senior government | Mw’izzadin Waddaulah at the Istana Nurul Iman.

officials.
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