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Tonga's Crown Prince

on official visit

runei Darussalam played
host to a member of a foreign
royal household recently.

His Royal Highness Prince Tu-
pouto’a, who is the Crown Prince
of the Pacific Island of Tonga,
made a three-day official visit to
the Sultanate from May 28.

The highlight of his visit was an
audience at Istana Nurul Iman
with His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam (in the pic-
ture).

Prince Tupouto’a (on left in the
picture) also paid courtesy call on
His Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul
Himmah Wal-Wagar Pengiran
Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah,
Brunei Darussalam’s Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, and visited the
Malay Technology Museum and
the Arts and Handicraft Training
Centre, both at Jalan Kota Batu in
the capital.

Brunei, Malaysia work to further
strengthen long-existing relations

e fulfilment of defining the
land and sea boundaries of
Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia
is vital in clarifying the sovereign-
ty, authority and responsibility of
th countries on their respective
rights.
This was stated by His Royal
Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Waqar Pengiran Muda Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah, Brunei
Darussalam’s Foreign Affairs
Minister, when he addressed the
g}]enary session of a two-day
ilateral talks between the two
ASEAN neighbours recently in

Bandar Seri Begawan.

He said, “Whilst affirming the
sovereignty and authority of ter-
ritorial intergrity for political and
economic interests, the security
of the peo&e of both countries
would also be guaranteed because
such incidents as illegal entries,
fishing and logging outside one
another’s territory, or other
forms of enroachment would not
occur’’.

He told the meeting that the
question of land borders has been
discussed informally by the two
sides, especially the technicality
aspect.

“I hope a solution to this ques-
tion as well as on the issue of
maritime delimitation will be in
conformity with legal principles
and international practices”’, he
said, adding, ‘“‘a solution should
also be based on the principles of
sincerity and trust in accordance
with Islamic teachings so that a
satisfactory, just and comprehen-
sive solution is achieved to further
enhanced the already longstan-
ding and close relations between
the two countries’’.

The Brunei Darussalam
Foreign Affairs Minister said
® continued on page 2



His Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal-Wagar
Pengiran Muda Haji Mohamed Bolkiah, the Brunei Darussalam Foreign Affairs Minister in
discussion with his Malaysian opposite number, Datuk Haji Abu Hassan Omar shortly after
the latter’s arrival in Bandar Seri Begawan for the two days of bilateral talks.

® from page one

Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia
have for long enjoyed close rela-
tions and such relations ‘have
been further strengthened
through personel friendships bet-
ween their leaders”.

He expressed pleasure that the
two-day meeting was being held
on the account that it can fulfill
the wishes of both countries to
discuss various issues of mutual
interests.

He said even though discussions
were on serious matters, they
should not be interpreted as in-
tractable problems which cannot
be solved through negotiations.

“The recognition of the ex-
istence of issues being discussed

should be seen both from the
positive and constructive aspects
towards further stre

concept of neighbourli

ening the
based

on mutual respect”’, Prince Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah said.

In his address, the Malaysian
Foreign Affairs Minister, Datuk
Haji Abu Hassan bin Omar said
Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia
have special relations that cannot
be compared with their relations
with any other country.

~ He hoped the two-day talks will
be able to contribute towards ex-
amining some of the outstanding
problems and enhance coopera-
tion and understanding.

Apart from the border question,
the meeting also discussed other
matters such as restricted
passports for travels between the
two countries and the Pan-Borneo

highway.

Both sides agreed to hold fur-
ther talks in Kuala Lumpur at a
later date to further look into
these issues.

Literacy

among
Brune

Darussalam’s

population
INCreases

Brunei Darussalam has a
high literacy rate, according
to Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang
Kaya Laila Wijaya Dato Seri
Setia Awang Haji Abdul Aziz, the
Education Minister.

He said about 90 percent of the
Sultanate’s population are
literate, compared to only about
10 percent during World War II.

He disclosed in an interview
that Brunei is one of the countries
in the region which has attained a
high level of education.

“The achievement is an out-
come of the country’s education
system which is continuously be-
ing expanded”’, he said.

He stressed that it was his
ministry’s education policy to
strive to meet the Sultanate’s
manpower needs, both in the
government and private sectors.

The policy is also targeted to
making every individual as
knowledgeable and expert as
possible to enable them manage
their daily lives.

The minister said that although
people were able to read and
write in the past - this was,
however, confined to the Jawi
scripts.

Now if a research was to be car-
ried out on the attainment of
education among the population,
it would show that they would
have reached at least form 3
education, he said.

This was especially so among
3 ts in their middle age or
& oW.
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e Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN)
should consider appropriate
measures against irresponsible
and biased foreign publishers and
news agencies which could
jeopardise its efforts to foster
mutual understanding and trust
amongst member nations.

At the same time, journalists
and reporters in ASEAN should be
made more aware of the sen-
sitivities of each member coun-
try and this could be realised
through some exchange and train-
ing programmes and other
means.

The suggestion was voiced by
the Special Adviser to His Majes-
ty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan at the Prime Minister’s
Office and the Home Affairs
Minister, Pehin Orang Kaya Laila
setia Bakti Diraja Dato Laila
Utama Haji Awang Isa at the first
conference of ASEAN Ministers
Responsible for Information held
in Jakarta recently.

Pehin Dato Haji Awang Isa said
there was no doubt about the con-
tribution made by positive and
responsible reporting towards the
process of nation building and in
preserving the political and social
stability in respective member
nations.

He spoke of each ASEAN
member country of having its own
policies to govern its own national
press and foreign press - a move
intended to serve the national in-
terests of the country concerned.

Measures to counter
biased reporting

The Special Adviser to HM at the Prime Minister's Office and the Home Affairs Minister,

on ASEAN urged

P

Yang Berhormat Pehin Dato Haji Awang Isa (second from left) while attending the con-

ference.

‘“‘However, the common pro-
blem we all face is the inflow of
foreign news which could take the
form of publications or news
reportings. Such news could
originate from some foreign news
agencies and are then picked and
disseminated in ASEAN coun-
tries”’, he said.

He stressed that every so often
such news are biased and
speculative and have the tenden-
cy to indulge in sensational mat-
ters which could have a negative

German Embassy marks
40th Constitution Day

Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany in
Brunei Darussalam has
celebrated its country’s 40th an-
niversary of the Constitution Day.

The function, on May 23, was
held at the residence of the Ger-
man Ambassador to the country,
His Excellency Mr. Gregor
Koebel.

Present on behalf of the Brunei
Darussalam Government was the
Development Minister, Pengiran
Dato Seri Laila Jasa Dr. Haji
Ismail. Other guests included
giglomats and senior government

cials.

Two days earlier the Bruneian-
German Society organised a

treasure hunt rally, ‘Explore
Brunei’ to mark the occasion.

Some 35 German-made cars in-
cluding Porsches, Mercedes,
BMWs and Audis turned up at the
National Stadium to take part in
the rally which covered places of
interest within the Brunei-Muara
District.

Among the g)articipants were
His Majesty’s Special Advisor at
the Prime Minister’s Office and
the Home Affairs Minister, Pehin
Orang Kaya Laila Setia Bakti
Diraja Dato Laila Utama Haji
Awang Isa and the German Am-
bassador to the country.

Winners were given free tickets
to Frankfurt, Singapore and Kota
Kinabalu.

impact on readers in ASEAN.

The minister said even though
some ASEAN countries have
taken individual measures
against these biased and inac-
curate publications through such
means as banning or restricting
their circulation, they are still
available and circulated in other
member countries.

“The same is applicable to film-
making and other forms of
audiovisual media’’.

‘““The implication of such cir-
culation could jeopardise our ef-
forts to foster mutual understan-
ding and trust amongst nations
within ASEAN”’, he pointed out.

Brunei Darussalam, he said,
places her confidence and hope
that issues relating to information
will be seen from common
regional interest.

The two-day meeting, which
was officially opened by Presi-
dent Soeharto of Indonesia,
brought together Information
Ministers or ministers responsi-
ble for information from all
member nations of ASEAN.

The conference agreed on
among other matters, the setting-
up of a working group of senior of-
ficials to explore ways and means
of further enhancing ASEAN
press cooperation.

The ministers also agreed to
seek ways to ensure that press
reports on ASEAN countries in
the foreign media are more
balanced and objective.
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