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H
is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 

Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Bru­
nei Darussalam has said that Brunei Darussalam 
and Swaziland share not only similar experiences, 
but also similar aspiration, which enable both coun­
tries to learn from and help each other. 

The monarch said Brunei Darussalam and 
Swaziland are both committed to their respective 

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 

Waddau/ah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam delivering a titah 
at a State Banquet in honour of King Mswati Ill of the Kingdom of Swaziland, at 
lstana Nun;/ Iman. 

economic progress while preserving 
their cultures and traditions. 

With these similarities, both coun­
tries have many opportunities for bi­
lateral and multilateral cooperation, 
said His Majesty. 

In a titah (royal address) at a State 
Banquet held in honour of King 
Mswati l1l of the Kingdom of 
Swaziland, at Nurul Im;n Palace on 
25 May, the Brunei ruler pointed that 
at first glance, Brunei Darussalam and 
the Kingdom of Swaziland appear very 
different, but a closer look shows sev­
eral similarities. 

"As inheritors of proud traditions, 
we understand the importance of our 
heritage as well as the heavy responsi­
bilities that come with leadership," 
said His Majesty. 

"It is our duty to ensure that our 

people are able to successfully meet 
the social, political and economic 
challenges of the new millennium," 
said the monarch, while emphasizing 
that "as developing nation, we have 
to meet the challenges of economic 
modernization and development." 

On the national development strat­
egy of the Kingdom of Swaziland 
which emphasises on economic diver­
sification, His Majesty pointed that it 
mirrors Brunei Darussalam 's national 
development strategy, while 
Swaziland's economic review com­
mission and its economic reform pro­
grammes have close counterparts in 
the Sultanate. 

His Majesty said as small coun­
tries, Brunei Darussalam and 
Swaziland share historical and stra­
tegic similarities, and are situated in 

regions that have historically been vola­
tile and are vulnerable to external forces 
over which both have little control. 

The Brunei ruler further poke on 
the similarities of both countries' ap­
proaches towards foreign relations, in 
which Brunei Darus alam agree whole­
heartedly to the policy of non-involve­
ment in the affairs of other state as well 
as a steadfast belief in dialogue as the 
means to settle disputes. 

"We too believe in working and co­
operating clo ely with our neighbours 
to safeguard peace and prosperity in our 
region," His Majesty said. 

His Majesty noted that Brunei 
Darussalam 's role in ASEAN is simi­
lar to Swaziland's role in the South 
African Development Community, in 
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