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Audience with His Majesty the Sultan for
Malaysian delegation

Hls Majesty Paduka Sen
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam granted an
audience at the Istana Nurul Iman
on September 3 to a delegation
from Malaysia.

The delegation - from the Istana
Negara Malaysia, was led by Yang
Amat Berbahagia Orang Kaya
Bendahara Seri Maharaja Perak
Tuan Haji Syed Zahirudin bin

Syed Hassan.

The delegation conveyed to the
Brunei monarch a message from
His Majesty Seri Paduka Baginda
Yang Dipertuan Agong of
Malaysia, Sultan Azlan Mubhib-
buddin Shah. Accompanying the
delegation at the audience was the
Malaysian High Commissioner to
BruneiDarussalam, His Excel-
lency Dato’ Mustaffa bin Haji
Mohammad.

During a two-day visit to Brunei
Darussalam starting August 3, the
Malaysian Prime Minister Yang
Amat Berhormat Datuk Seri Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad conveyed an
invitation from the Malaysian
King for His Majesty the Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam to make an official
visit to Malaysia. The Brunei ruler
himself invited the Malaysian
Prime Minister to make a similar
visit to Brunei Darussalam.
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 30 September, 1991.
If there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-225941 or better still,
send us a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights
reserved.

Two new diplomats to Brunei Darussalam
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The Iraqi ambassador to Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency Hisham
Tabaochali (above) and his Chilean counterpart, His Excellency Jaime Lagos
Erazo (below) presented their credentials to His Majesty during separate
ceremonies at the Istana Nurul Iman on August 28.

His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam has consented
to receive the credentials of two
new non-resident foreign dip-
lomats.

The first to present his creden-
tial to His Majesty at the Istana
Nurul Iman on August 28 was the
Iraqi Ambassador, His Excellency
Mr. Hisham Tabaochali.

The 62-year-old diplomat, who
is a law graduate from the Iraqi
College of Law, joined his coun-
try’s foreign service in 1947. In
1976, he was promoted to the
ambassadorial post as Iraqi envoy
to Algeria until 1978. The same
year he became Iraq’s ambassador
to Indonesia and concurrently
accredited to the Republic of
Singapore and New Zealand up to
1982. He also served in the
Republic of Philippines as well as
in Italy and Malta.

Presently, His Excellency Mr.
Hisham Tabaochali is also his
country’s ambassador to Malaysia,
since 1987.

The second foreign diplomat
to present his credential to the
Brunei monarch was the Chilean
Ambassador, His Excellency Mr.
Jaime Lagos Erazo.

The 52-year-old envoy is a law
graduate from the University of
Chile. Mr. Jaime Lagos Erazo
joined the Chilean foreign service
in 1963.

His Excellency had previously
served at Iraq’s embassies in
the Federal Republic of Germany
and the Soviet Union. Later, he
held the positions of Counsellor
and Minister Counsellor in the
Permanent Delegation of Chile in
Geneva, from 1974 to 1979; and the
Minister Counsellor to the United
Nations from 1981 to 1983; as well
as Charge D’ Affairs in Denmark
and Poland.

Both the Chilean and Iraqi
ambassadors, both of whom are
based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
were granted separate audiences
by His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam after they presented
their credentials.
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Voctech education must be geared
to the country’s needs

V ocational and technical institu-
tions in Brunei Darussalam need
to produce versatile graduates who
possess not only various skills but are
also able to adapt themselves to any
required job situation. Towards this
end, vocational courses would be
‘module’ and ‘competency-based’ in
its curriculum content.

Speaking at the second graduation
ceremony of the Institut Teknologi
Brunei (ITB) held at the International
Convention Centre on 1 August. the
Education Minister further spoke
about the various steps being taken to
further develop vocational and techni-
cal education in Brunei Darussalam
and its relevance to the country.

Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya
Laila Wijaya Dato Seri Setia Awang
Haji Abdul Aziz, the Education
Minister, said technical and vocatio-
nal education was first introduced in
the country in the seventies with the
opening of two vocational schools in
Kuala Belait and the Brunei Muara
district.

To date, there are seven government
financed technical and vocational
institutions in the country, offering
part-time and full-time courses on a
wide range of subjects. This would
help provide an adequate number of
educated workforce, specifically
tradesmen and technicians who are
appropriately trained and skilled,
both of which are prerequisites to the
country’s growth and development.

The importance of technical and
vocational education as a means of
assisting to meet the currentand future
economic and social objectives, has
also been recognised in the National
Development Plans.

In its early stages, vocational educa-
tion in the country was geared towards
training Form Three school leavers to
become semi-skilled in their trade, the
Yang Berhormat said.

Technical training for Form Five
school leavers developed rapidly in
the early 1980s. It further developed in
the mid-1980s with the establishment
of ITB in 1986. ITB is charged with
producing graduates with higher
national diplomas to meet the re-
quirements of the government and the
private sector, consistent with the
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His Royal Highness Paduka Seri Duli Pengiran Muda Al-Muhtadee Billah presented
certificates to the latest batch of graduates of Institut Teknologi Brunei.

level of the country’s economic and
industrial development.

In this context and in light of the
large number of students who are
inclined towards technical and
vocational education as well as to train
dropouts, the government has allo-
cated B$22 million for the building of
another vocational school. Hopefully,
the minister said, this school would
open by next year. The establishment
of two more vocational schools are
also in the pipeline.

Pehin Dato Awang Haji Abdul Aziz
also announced that His Majesty the
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam had consented to the
appoinment of the Deputy Education
Minister as Chairman of the newly-
formed Brunei Darussalam Vocatio-
nal and Technical Education
Council.

In line with our aspirations, he said,
members of that council would con-
sistof experts from the private sector as
well as government officials.

By 1993, the council would also pro-
duce its own certificates for courses
run at vocational and technical ins-
titutions. Certificates and technical
diplomas would follow in the coming
years, the minister added.

The formation of the Brunei
Darussalam Vocational and Techni-

cal Education Council was announ-
ced by His Majesty Paduka Seri
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam in his birthday messages
on 15 July.

The council has been entrusted to
look into all aspects of vocational and
technical education in the country,
including course contents, examina-
tion and the issuing of certificates.

The council would also maintain
and intensify its relations with indus-
tries and employers as well as coor-
dinate with technical education
bodies abroad in order to benefit from
the latest technology developments.

“We believe that with such contracts
especially with industrialists and
employers, this would convince them
that our technical and vocational
institutions could serve to meet their
needs from time to time”, the minister
said. “By so doing, it would also help to
channel our graduates to the pri-
vate sector”.

His Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Duli Pengiran Muda Al-Muhtadee
Billah consented to present the
Higher National Diplomas and the
Higher National Certificates to more

* continued on page 5
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