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His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mv’izzad-
din Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam says,
“Values acceptable to us are found in the Malay Muslim Monarchy concept”

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam has reiterated the impor-
tance for citizens and people of the
country to support the Melayu Islam
Beraja (MIB) or Malay Muslim Mo-
narchy concept of governance: one
which is uniquely Bruneian and one
which will give the nation its own
image and identity as a non-secular
country.

The occasion this time was the prize
presentation ceremony of the National
Quran Reading Competition held at
the Taman Haji Sir Omar Ali Saifud-
dien in Bandar Seri Begawan on 14
January.

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam
drove home this message in his titah,

shortly before giving away prizes to
winners of the National Quran Reading
Competition, held for the thir-
tieth time.

Supporting the MIB concept is rele-
vant as this means that we are suppor-
tive of the values close to us. The MIB
has been existing for a long time in
Brunei Darussalam, His Majesty said.
It is a “takdir” or the divine will of
Allah, God the Almighty, for Brunei
Darussalam. His Majesty also likened
the MIB to a seedling which could
grow and flourish in the country.

His Majesty explained why the MIB
is important for Brunei Darussalam:
“Today, our education system is more
inclined to the West and together with
the progress and achievements we
have attained, our way of thinking and

@ continued on page 4

‘Give Brunei
Darussalam
own image
and identity
as a
non-secular
country’
-HM Sultan

to
his people.

His Royal Highness Paduka Seri

Pengiran Muda Al-Muhtadee
Billah, the eldest son of His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-
Pertuan of Brumei Darussalam
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Brunei Darussalam Newsletter
is published fortnightly by the
Department of Broadcasting
and Information. It reports on
government, social and busi-
ness events in the country. All
money values are expressed in
Brunei dollars $, unless other-
wise stated. Any information in
this newsletter may be re-
produced:; a clipping of the pub-
lication would be appreciated.
For a free subscription write to
Broadcasting and Information
Department, (Information) Jalan
Stoney,Bandar Seri Begawan
2041, Brunei Darussalam.
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 28 February 1991. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-225941 or better still,
send us a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights
reserved.

Brunei Darussalam set on
upholding strong

“extended-family’’ bonds

national campaign has been
launched in Brunei Darussalam
to underline the importance of a
strong family unit a significant factor
in efforts to enhance national resi-
lience in the face of socio-economic
challenges of the twenty-first century.
T'he campaign launched on January
10.1s also a response to the decision of
the United Nations which has de-
clared 1994 as the International Year
of the Family. With the theme “Family.
Resources and Responsibility 1in
Changing World™, the Ministry of Cul-
ture. Youth and Sports has been tasked
to carry out several projects at both
national and districtlevels in the years
approaching 1994 and thereafter.

Launching of campaign by Her
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Raja
Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha

In a speech at the launching ce-
remony of the campaign. dubbed
“Kempen Kesejahteraan Keluarga™ or
“The Happy Family Campaign™, Her
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Raja
Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha rei-
terated the mission of the campaign.

*. .. the aim of the campaign is to
enhance awareness of our community
about the significance of the family
institution in our daily lives”, Her
Majesty told her audience which in-
cluded Cabinet Ministers and Perma-
nent Secretaries, at the International
Convention Centre.

“The happiness of a family does not
lie on wealth and material well-being
alone, rather it relies on the existence
of a peaceful family life. their good
health and mutual understanding
and respect.”

Her Majesty went on to stress that
parents should provide training and
guidance to their children, and these
are to be based in accordance with
Islamic teachings. Henceforth, this
would provide a strong foundation by
which undesirable values which are
contradictory to Islamic and Bruneian
values could be averted.

Looking after the children in the
right manner and in giving them pro-
per education so that they in turn
could become useful members of
society. Her Majesty highlighted. is an

“amanah” or “trust” of Allah(God the
Almighty). This is the responsibility
shouldered by parents, and the cam-,
paign 1s aimed in creating this aware-
ness. she said.

This is especially pertinent in view
of the fact that about 50 percent of the
population in the country are in the
under-20 years age group.

Her Majesty later highlighted the
relevance of the role of parents in
shaping the type of society in which we
would live in the future.

Speech by the Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports

In another speech shortly before
Her Majesty’s titah at the launching
ceremony, the Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports spoke of the impor-
tance of close collaboration and un-
derstanding by his ministry and other
ministries in implementing projects
aimed at raising the quality of life of
the people.

This approach, Yang Berhormat
Pehin Jawatan Luar Pekerma Raja
Dato Seri Paduka Haji Haji Awang
Hussain said, is consistent with the
campaign’s theme: “Keluarga Sejahtera
Harapan Semua” or “A Happy Family
is the Aspiration of All". Efforts
towards nation building. therefore,
should take this into consideration.

The campaign would also mark a
positive move in efforts to create the
spirit of cooperation and understan-
ding among ministries, government
departments and agencies, in line
with the call made by His Majesty The
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam. in His Majesty’s recent
new year message.

Objectives of the campaign and
symposium

The preference to the “extended
family” rather than the “nuclear
family™ is one of the concerns of the
“Kempen Kesejahteraan Keluarga™
The importance in retaining the
“extended family” system is, therefore,
one of its objectives.

The campaign also hopes to
impart to family members, values like
love, mutual respect, sense of respon-
sibility, commitment etc. The family is
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Left: Her  Majesty
Paduka Seri Baginda Raja
& - Isteri Pengiran Anak
N KEBUDAYAAN BELIA T Y Saleha officially launched
ARA BRUNET DARDSSALA LY ! nationwide campaign en-
3114:. f::::’f ‘l'n £ A : ’ b R titled “*Family, resources
et e Y 'v; : ‘ . e and responsibility in

S " . / =3 b Aty changing world,” which
among other things, aims
to maintain the tradi-
tional extended family
system of Brunei
| Darussalam. Centre-left:
Her Majesty the Raja
| Isteri and her oldest
| daughter, Yang Teramat
Mulia Paduka Seri
Pengiran Anak Puteri
Rashidah Saadatul Bolkiah
at the ceremony.
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Above: The opening ceremony of the
campaign also gave the opportunity for
an audience with Her Majesty the Raja
Isteri for the hundreds of citizens pre-
sent. Left: Apart from the talks and
pageantry, sketches depicting the va-
rious ways of life and culture of Brunei
Darussalam were also staged.

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM/ 15 February, 1991 3



