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His Majesty
Happy
with
Increasing
Relations of

Sultanate
with
Indonesia

he visiting Indonesian Minis-

ter of Manpower, His Excel-
lency Mr Cosmas Batubara was
granted an audience by His
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sul-
tan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’iz-
zaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam at Istana Nurul Iman,
on November 23.

During the ceremony, the
Brunei monarch expressed his
happiness over growing relations
between the Sultanate and the
Republic of Indonesia. His Ex-
cellency Mr. Cosmas Batubara
also indicated that he was attrac-
ted with the training of expertise
provided by His Majesty’s Go-
vernment.

Present at the ceremony were
the Special Adviser of His Majesty
at the Prime Minister’s Office and
the Home Affairs Minister, Yang

His Majesty The Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam granted an
audience to the visiting Indonesian Minister of Manpower, His Excellency Mr. Cos-
mas Batubara at the Istana Nurul Iman.

Berhomat Pehin Orang Kaya
Laila Setia Bakti Diraja Dato
Laila Utama Haji Awang Isa as
well as both the Permanent Sec-
retaries at the Prime Minister’s
Office, Yang Dimuliakan Pehin
Udana Khatib Dato Paduka Ustaz
Haji Awang Badaruddin, Yang
Mulia Dato Seri Laila Jasa Awang
Haji Ahmad and the Indonesian
Ambassador to Brunei Darus-
salam, His Excellency Mr.
Azahari Boer.

His Excellency Mr. Cosmas
Batubara was leading an eight-
member delegation to Brunei
Darussalam on a three-day offi-
cial visit beginning November 21.
He was accompanied by his wife,
Mrs. Pudyati Cipriana Batubara

as well as representatives of the
Indonesian Manpower Supplier
Association.

In a separate ceremony, Her
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda
Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha
granted an audience to the wife of
the Indonesian Minister at Istana
Nurul Iman while Her Royal
Highness Pengiran Isteri Hajjah
Mariam received her at Istana
Nurul Izzah in Jerudong.

During his visit here, the
Indonesian Minister also called
on the Special Adviser to His
Majesty and the Home Affairs
Minister, Yang Berhormat Pehin
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The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter  will
appear on 31 December, 1991.
If there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-225941 or better still,
send us a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights
reserved.

MIB for secondary school
students next year

UBD Vice-Chancellor also underlined significance of

skilled manpower

he Ministry of Education will

require that starting next
year January 1992, all secondary
school students in  Brunei
Darussalam will have to take MIB
or the Melayu Islam Beraja
(Malay Muslim Monarchy) as a
subject. Two periods will be al-
located for MIB each week.

This announcement was made
by the Vice-Chancellor of Univer-
siti Brunei Darussalam (UBD),
Dato Seri Laila Jasa Awang Haji
Abu Bakar Haji Apong. Currently,
UBD undergraduates are required
to pass MIB before graduation.

In a speech at the opening of a
civics course for school prefects of
secondary schools in the country,
the Vice Chancellor of UBD gave
reasons for the move. He said that
in order to produce responsible
citizens, students must be incul-
cated with the country’s values ie
the MIB, as this could create an
identity for the people in the
country.

MIB as the philosophy of the
country,is a way of life upon which
we should adopt, the Vice-
Chancellor said. It is not some-
thing by which we should only
know about. It is thus important
that values like these are incul-
cated among students early in
schools, and it would be thus
appropriate to impart such values
in schools, because schools are
one of the effective social insti-
tutions in the country.

Students as assets of country
and source of manpower
required by country

The Vice-Chancellor also spoke at
length and stressed the impor-
tance of a skilled manpower re-
sources and gave reasons as to why
students are considered assets of
the country.

The Vice Chancellor of UBD, Dato
Seri Laila Jasa Awang Haji Abu
Bakar Haji Apong addressing
school prefects during the civics

course

To the theme of the civics course
“Students as assets of the country”,
Dato Seri Laila Jasa Awang Haji
Abu Bakar said this was approp-

riate and timely in efforts to create
awareness among students about

the significance of their respon-
sibility towards the country.

Students are the source of man-
power in the country. Seen in the
economic context, the Vice-
Chancellor said, human resources
are the most valuable assets. A suc-
cessful business is not only depen-
dent upon a large amount of
capital, he said, but also upon the
ingenuity of the manager in com-
ing up with an organised and
orderly planning, an efficient
management and an effective and
competent supervision or control.

The Vice-Chancellor said he
believed that the management of
human resources is most vital fora

_developing country. The sources

of manpower play a significant
role in efforts to promote the
various sectors of development
and to sustain development.

Because Brunei Darussalam
has a small population, it is hoped
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that each individual is developed
in accordance to his potential so
that they could become useful
citizens and able to contribute to
the progress and development of
the country.

Our population base is still
small even though the birth rate in
this country is higher in com-
parison to other countries in this
region. Thus, he added, our rate of
population in the next few years,
would also be low. Thus, the coun-
try is still short of skilled and
experienced manpower in certain
sectors.

For these reasons, it is therefore
crucial that there is no waste in
human resources, especially in
skilled labour required for the
development of the country.

In order to develop human
resources in the country, the
Government of His Majesty The
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam has allocated
a large amount of budget for
several years, with the aim of pro-
ducing a skillful and an experien-

ced labour force. Such efforts
include the building of schools,

the establishment of engineering
colleges and other institutes of
learning, such as UBD, the Institut
Teknologi Brunei and the Nursing
College.

Students are also sent abroad for
courses not available at home. At the
same time, government officials are
sent for training at home and abroad
in efforts to acquire knowledge and

skills.

Dato Seri Laila Jasa Awang Haji
Abu Bakar also underlined the
importance of commitment and a
sense of dedication towards dis-
charging responsibilities. Oppor-
tunities for students to equip
themselves with relevant skills are
‘open’ and it is up to them to make
full use of these facilities. Some
countries, he said, had to rely on con-
tributions from International Donor
Agencies to fully finance scholar-
ships at higher learning for their
people.

Though Brunei Darussalam is
blessed with oil and gas, unlike
human resources, these natural
resources are depleting assets. The
Vice-Chancellor then said that even
though the technology in oil and gas
industry is becoming more sophis-
ticated, we should make plans for the
future of the country. Students
should therefore realise this state of
affairs and equip themselves with
the relevant skills and knowledge
required by the country.

Dato Seri Laila Jasa later went on
to point out how a skilled labour
force could become the catalyst to
the progress of a country. Some
developed countries, he said, lack
the natural resources, yet achieve a
high standard of living because their
labour force is competent in
various fields.

Objectives of civics course:
Speech by Ag Director of In-
formation Department

In his welcoming speech, the Act-

ing Director of the Information
Department, spoke among others

about the aim of the civics course.
Awang Haji  Hazair Haji
Abdullah, the Acting Director,
said it is aimed at creating aware-
ness about the need to equip
students with positive values and
understanding of the country. This
is in line with the titah (royal
address) of His Majesty Paduka
Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam. His Majesty has
said that in order to enable the
younger generation and the youths
in the country to face challenges of
the future, and safeguard the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of the
race, religion and country, they
should be given training and
guidance about the religion, customs
and tradition, and in instilling in
them disciplined traits in life.

More than one hundred school
prefects attended the five-day
course organised by the Information
Department with the cooperation of
the Ministry of Education. Among
others, students heard talks on the
Structure of the Government and
Administration in Brunei Darus-
salam, Corruption and its Effects on
the Country, the Objectives and
Aspirations of Government and
Students’ Involvement in the Im-
plementation of MIB.

The civics course is one in a series
of civics courses organised on a
regular basis, by the Information
Department The Department had

held a similar course for students in
April 1991, and another also held this
year in August for Bruneian

undergraduates studying at UBD
and overseas universities.

Sultanate
established

diplomatic
relations with
Republic of
Senegal

runei Darussalam and the

Republic of Senegal have es-
tablished diplomatic relations,
beginning 25 November, 1991. The
signing of the diplomatic relations
was signed at the office of the
Brunei Darussalam’s Permanent
Representative to the United
Nations in New York on Novem-
ber 25.

Signing for Brunei Darussalam
was His Excellency Dato Paduka
Awang Haji Jaya bin Abdul Latif,
the country’s Permanent Represen-

tative to the United Nations, while
Her Excellency Madam Absa
Claude Diallo, Permanent Rep-
resentative of the Republic of
Senegal to the United Nations
signed on behalf of the Republic.

The Republic of Senegal is a
member of the United Nations
Organization and a member of the
Organization of Islamic Con-
ference (OIC). The Republic of
Senegal is the venue for the OIC

Heads of Government Conference
in December this year.
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