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His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin
Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam officially opened a
new mosque at Kampong Penapar (Penapar Village) in Tutong district on 26 July
with an announcement that a financial allocation has been made under the Sixth
Five-Year National Development Plan for the construction of new mosques
throughout the country.

budget has been set aside for

the construction of new mos-
ques under the Sixth Five-Year
National Development Plan, His
Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sul-
tan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’iz-
zaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam announced recently.

In a titah (royal address) mark-
ing the official opening of the new
Kampong Penapar Mosque in the
Tutong District on 26 July the
Brunei ruler explained why the
building of mosques is one of the

priority projects in the National

Development Plans of the
country.
During the Hijrah period,

(when Prophet Muhammad, may
peace be upon him, fled to Medina
in AD 622, to escape the injustice
of the Quraish tribe in Mecca) His
Majesty recalled, the Prophet had
built a mosque called the Quba
Mosque near Medina.

This Mosqueis famous, said His
Majesty, as it is the first mosque to
be builtin the history of the spread
of Islam in Medina. Later on,

Brunei Darussalam
moves to further
strengthen Islam

More
mosques

to be built
under latest

National

Development

Plan

another mosque called the
Nabawi Mosque was built in
Medina itself.

This move to build the mosques
by Prophet Muhammad, His
Majesty pointed out, goes to show
how significant a mosque is as an
institution that has to be built
immediately to serve as a place of
worship as well as a venue where
worldly activities are also carried
out. Mosques also symbolise the
existence of an Islamic ummat
(community) as well as its sove-
reignty.

His Majesty further urged that
steps be taken for the proper main-
tenance of mosques in the country
as well as in organising various

* continued on page 4
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter  will
appear on 31 August, 1991. If
there are events relating to our
country you would like featured
in this newsletter please call us
on Tel: 02-225941 or better still,
send us a report with a picture, if
possible. All editorial rights
reserved.

Unity maintenance,
environmental protection and
production of learned citizens

are a must - HM

is Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah. Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darus-
salam has been speaking on the im-
portance of the maintenance of unity
and the need for the country today to
produce educated citizens and thin-
kers, as well as to look after the en-
vironment.

These were just some of the topics
stressed by the Brunei ruler in his titah
(royal addresses) during audience
ceremonies in Belait, Temburong and
Tutong districts held in conjunction
with his 45th birthday.

To maintain unity and harmony,
there must be consensus and goodwill
among the rakyat (subjects) and peo-
ple in this country, His Majesty said at
the audience ceremony in Kuala
Belait - Brunei Darussalam’s second
largest town - on July 20.

There are countries which expe-
rience chaos and disorder because of
the disintegration and disunity among
the people, His Majesty pointed out.

“These take place because they
merely think of their own self interests
without taking into consideration
national interests™.

His Majesty urged his subjects and
people of Brunei Darussalam to con-
tinuously enhance unity, goodwill and
mutual respect based on Islamic
teachings.

His Majesty further urged the rele-
vant authorities to be vigilant against
undesirable activities, and ensure that
laws of the country are adhered to in
order to enhance religious conscious-
ness and avert unhealthy social acti-
vities.

The unity and peace which we enjoy
should not be disrupted by anti-social
elements such as illegal immigrants
who have brought problems to the
country, some of whom are involved in
immoral activities organised by cer-
tain syndicates.

To this, His Majesty commended
members of the public who had come
forward to provide information on
such activities.

In order to ensure that the laws and
regulations of the country are effective,
not only relevant authorities need to
take the step and control. education
and parents’ guidance on children are
also called for. His Majesty said.

During the visit to Belait district, the
ruler also consented to officially open
a monument marking the production
of the billionth barrel of oil in the Seria
oilfield.

In a brief welcoming speech shortly
before His Majesty unveiled the pla-
que to declare open the monument,
the Brunei Shell Petroleum Managing
Director, Mr. George Innes said that to
date some 773 wells have been drilled
in the Seria field, and of these about
350 are still in production.

He added that the first billionth
barrel of oil in the Seria field which
was discovered in 1929, flowed as a
result of the implementation of new
technologies in conjunction with the
tenacity and hardwork at all levels of a
workforce willing to acquire new
skills.

Speaking at an audience ceremony
in Tutong on July 20, His Majesty
among other issues highlighted the
need for the country to now produce
educated citizens and thinkers while
pointing to the fact that books and
other reading materials are one of the
means through which such an ob-
jective can be met.

The ruler informed that the Tutong
branch library is now being built
which when completed, will be able to
provide students and members of the
public in the district at large with
ample reading facilities and mate-
rials.

His Majesty expressed appreciation
for the high sense of spirit and unity
demonstrated by the citizens and peo-
ple in the district. These people, said
His Majesty, have truly understood
their responsibilities, which in turn
have enabled them to work hard and
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Brunei Darussalam urges OIC to work towards
re-establishing credibility

A warm handshake as the
Turkish President, His Ex-
cellency Mr. Turgut Ozal
greeted His Royal Highness
Paduka Seri Pengiran Per-
dana Wazir Sahibul Himmah
Wal-Wagqar Pengiran Muda
Haji Mohamed Bolkiah during
the opening of the 20th ICFM.

he Brunei Darussalam Foreign

Affairs Minister has stressed the
need for the Organisation of Is-
lamic Conference (OIC) to begin
working towards re-establishing its
own credibility and building up the
unity of the Islamic ummah.

His Royal Highness Paduka Seri
Pengiran Perdana Wazir Sahibul
Himmah Wal-Waqar Pengiran Muda
Haji Mohamed Bolkiah. the country’s
Foreign Affairs Minister made the
statement in relation to events that
have caused hostilities and destruc-
tion between the Islamic brother-
hood.

“As a result”, said His Royal High-
ness. “we continue to be unprepared to
meet the challenges posed by rapid
changes.” adding that “We are also
now in a position in which our
Islamic solidarity could be
undermined.”

His Royal Highness Prince Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah was speaking at
the 20th Islamic Conference of
Foreign Ministers (ICFM) on August
5, held in the Turkish former capital
city of Istanbul.

Touching on the needs for the OIC
to re-establish its own credibility and
building up the unity of the ummabh,
His Royal Highness said, “We must
focus sharply on the main issues of our
agenda producing solutions which
reflect our Islamic ideals and we must
examine the effectiveness of our
organisation and its institutions.”

“These have to be done or we will
not be able to give concrete expression
to Islamic cooperation,”

Neither of them, His Royal High-
ness added, would be possible unless,
before anything else, we restore the
unity of the ummabh.

On the discussion aimed at estab-
lishing peace in the Middle East, His
Royal  Highness Prince Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah said that Brunei
Darussalam is following it with
interest.

However, he lamented, the proposed
new era of understanding is still
undermined by Israel’s policy of set-
tler colonialism.

“As this problem is not new, Brunei
Darussalam, therefore, wishes to see a
negotiation process continuing in a
manner which will bring about a last-
ing peace and just settlement.

“Nevertheless, in this connection we
wish to stress the need to adhere to the
United Nation Security Council
Resolutions 243 and 338™.

His Royal Highness Prince Haji
Mohamed Bolkiah also pointed out
that Brunei Darussalam noted the
encouraging developments in Leba-
non, and that it hoped lasting peace
within the framwork of the High
Tripartite Committee will be accom-
plished soon.

His Royal Highness, in his speech,
also referred to the critical economic
situation in various countries in Africa
as well as to the problems of famine,
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His Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Perdana Wazir Sahibul Himmah Wal-
Wagar Pengiran Muda Haji Mohamed
Bolkiah, the Foreign Affairs Minister of
Brunei Darussalam touched on a wide
range of issues in his address at the latest
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers in
Istanbul, Turkey.

crop destruction and the spread of
the desert.

Turning his attention to Afghanis-
tan, the Foreign Affairs Minister said it
remains a source of concern despite
the withdrawal of foreign troops.

His Royal Highness reiterated last
year's final communique on the objec-
tive of a settlement through the
transfer of power to a broad based rep-
resentative government, adding that it
will enable the people of Afghanistan
to exercise their right to self deter-
mination.
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