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National Education Policy to be geared
towards having everyone being able to
read the Holy Quran

His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
of Brunei Darussalam joined in a solemn prayer for blessing of the ceremony led by the Sultanate Chief Kadzi. Sitting
on His Majesty’s right are His Royal Highness Prince Haji Mohamed Bolkiah and His Royal Highness Prince Haji Sufri

Bolkiah.
His Majesty Paduka Sen
Baginda Sultan Haji Hassanal

Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of
Brunei Darussalam has said that
we need not feel too alarmed about
anti-Quranic movement outside
the Islamic community which
aims to tarnish the image of the
holy Quran. The Quran itsell is a

holy book full of miracles and
blessings from Allah, God the
Almighty. Thus, Allah alone, His
Majesty said, has the powers and
might to always safeguard and
protect it.

Despite many attempts to mar
its good image, the Quran has
remained intact. There have also
been occasions when these

attempts have even backfired
against the plotters, His Majesty
said in a titah (royal address) at a
ceremony on 2 Aprl to mark
Nuzul Al-Quran or the revelation
of the holy Quran which falls on
the seventeenth of Ramadhan.
“Sinceits revelation morethana
thousand vears ago,” the ruling
monarch said, “the holy Quran
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YOUR TURN

The next issue of the Brunei
Darussalam newsletter will
appear on 31 April 1991. If there
are events relating to our country
you would like featured in this
newsletter please call us on Tel:
02-225941 or better still, send
us areport with a picture, if poss-
ible. All editorial rights
reserved.
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has stood to tests. Till today, none
of its teachings could be degraded
with any new discovery.”

History has also attested to the
fact that the descent of the holy
Quran has changed life and the
shape of this world, from (a period
of) darkness to enlightenment,and
from violence to compassion and
love and affection, His Majesty
asserted.

Future of the Islamic

Community and the Quran

His Majesty later drew the atten-
tion of his audience of more than
two thousand people made up of
cabinet ministers, senior govern-
ment officials and foreign dip-
lomats based in the country to the
importance in examining the re-
lationship of Muslims and the
Quran.

Said His Majesty: “Whatis more
important today before us the
Islamic community is to look at
the existing reality i.e. how is our
relationship with the Quran. “In
other words whether this rela-
tionship is close or otherwise
disappointing.”

Even thougnh no finding has
been conducted, His Majesty said,
we ought to be concerned about
the future of the Islamic com-
munity and the holy Quran.
Earlier evidence has demons-
trated that the Islamic community
has moved further away and
become detached from the Quran.

This, however, does not mean
that this situation exists in this
country alone, but also in many
parts of the world, His Majesty
said. Often we read or hear about
the younger people and the youths
in particular, being unable to
recite the Quran, His Majesty
pointed out. And even though
Quran reading competition is held
annually both locally and abroad,
this could not be made proof that
the Islamic community could
master the recitation of Quran to
perfection.

National Education Policy to
be geared with aim to enable
everyone capable of recting
the Quran

Apart from current measures
such as religious schools, religious
teachers’ college and mosques
which have been charged with the
teachings of the Quran, other efforts
have to be taken as well. And in
order to realise the noble aim of
ultimately having every Muslim in
Brunei Darussalam, from every
strata of the society, capable of
reciting the Quran, the national
education policy would have to be
geared towards this direction.

His Majesty asserted, “I hold
this opinion because it is the res-
ponsibility of the country and it is
to meet the needs of Muslims
themselves to fulfill their ‘fardu
ain’ (religious obligation incum-
bent upon each Muslim) in the
field of Quranic recitation.” A lack
of knowledge in the recitation of
the Quran could affect one’s act or
deed of piety and devotion to God
and to become less perfect or
complete.

Such as endeavor would bear
fruit as long as it is done in an
organised manner and with deter-
mined effort.

This effort should also be made
the target of this country, consis-
tent with the theme of the Nuzul
Al-Quran celebration i.e. “Hidup-
kan Semangat Jihad untuk Keta-
hanan dan Kemulian” or “Enliven
the Spirit of ‘Jihad’ to attain
Resilience and Honour.”

Concluding his titah, His
Majesty urged all his Muslim sub-
jects to closely observe the remain-
ing days of Ramadhan (with acts
and deeds of devotion to God) so
that together they could attain
Lailatul Kadar (one of the nights
in the last week of Ramadhan
regarded as the most propitious
night by Muslims).

The celebration marking Nuzul
Al-Quran at the International
Convention Centre, included a
nasyid presentation, recitation of
the Quran by readers from
Malaysia and Indonesia as well as
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