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With eyes set on achieving Brunei Vision 2035, it is vital 

for Brunei Darussalam to have a balanced growth that is 

by ensuring positive economic growth while still sustaining 

its green environment. This is to ensure that that its future 

generation will not only enjoy economic benefits but also 

enjoy the benefits of a sound and diverse ecosystem.

Geographically located in one of the world’s most 

important biodiversity assemblage sites, Brunei Darussalam 

is blessed with abundance flora and fauna, home to a great 

number of inhabitants and protected species, turning it into 

a precious jewel among nature enthusiasts. 

Sustainable environment, for a better future



444

Thus the government is using this opportunity to turn Brunei Darussalam into 

not only a centre for learning in the field of natural science but at the same time, 

making Brunei Darussalam as a top destination for eco-tourism. 

With the government providing strong emphasis on the need to protect its 

environment, a number of legal frameworks, policies and programmes have been 

introduced acceding to regional and international conventions and multilateral 

environment agreements.

The ‘Low Cut Policy’ introduced in 1989 remains intact until today where 

logging quotas given to sawmill have been cut down from 200,000 cm3 to 100,000 

cm3 per year. The quotas are fairly divided amongst sawmills and carried out in 

Production Forests.

With the aims of protecting economic and environmental assets, Brunei has 

acceded to several regional and international conventions such as the Montreal 

Protocol on May 23, 1993. It has committed to comply with the Montreal Protocol 

limits on the consumption of Ozone Depleting Substance (ODS) and to phase-out 

ODS with respect to its country programme.
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The management of forests in 

Brunei Darussalam is under the purview of 

Department of Forestry, Ministry of Industry 

and Primary Resources where the forests are 

categorised according to its primary functions 

they are intended to serve namely; Protection 

Forests, Production Forests, Recreational 

Forests, Conservation Forests and National 

Park.

To further emphasise on its desire to 

protect its environment, the government has 

allocated 41 per cent of its land area as Forest 

Reserve in which 50,000 hectares have been 

declared as National Park. 

Brunei Darussalam is also one of the 

three nation states involved in the Heart of 

Borneo (HoB) initiative that aims to conserve 

and protect biological resources for socio-

economic and research opportunities.

The nation is proud of her rainforest, 

which earned international recognition for 

having a world-class tropical rainforest that 

houses a diverse ecosystem. It is considered 

among the most significant biodiversity 

hotspots in the world.

From its forests to reefs, strong 

governance is the main key for effective 

management of its biodiversity. The many 

policies and legal frameworks introduced the 

government plays an important role towards 

conservation and sustainable economic 

development of the country’s biological 

and natural heritage, focusing for a better 

management on the environment. 
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With much of its land still covered by tropical rainforests, 

the unique and distinct features of Brunei Darussalam’s rainforest 

are in capability in hosting many types of forests representing 

numerous variants namely; Mangrove Forest, Beach Type Forest, 

Freshwater Swamp Forest, Peat Swamp Forest, Heath (Kerangas) 

Forest, Mixed Dipterocarp Forest and Montane Forest.

Brunei Darussalam’s highly diverse tropical rainforest 

makes the nation a suitable centre for biodiversity and natural 

environment activities. Research and development facilities have 

been established in a number of places including; Tasek Merimbun 

Heritage Park, Tropical Biodiversity Centre, Kuala Belalong Field 

Studies Centre and HoB.

As the nation is located on the island of Borneo, an 

island known for its rich biodiversity and unique ecosystem, it 

shares similar mammal and bird population with its neighbours 

– Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak, and Sumatra of the 

Republic of Indonesia.

Protecting its wildlife has always been one its priorities 

where since the enforcement of its Wildlife Protected Act 1978 
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(Amended in 1984), 34 wildlife species have 

been listed under the Act. To date, Brunei 

Darussalam has about 100 non-flying mammal 

species; home to 23 protected bird species of 

which majority are forest dwellers; and provide 

safe retreat for four protected reptile species 

(the Earless Monitor Lizard, Olive-ridely Turtle, 

Hawksbill Turtle and Green Turtle.

Facing the South China Sea with a 

coastline of about 161km, Brunei Waters is 

a home to a wide variety of fish inhabitants 

including freshwater, brackish and marine 

species.

The general goal of the coastal 

fisheries of Brunei Darussalam is to promote 

sustainable coastal fisheries development. 

The management made numerous efforts 

to optimise productivity/ efficiency of the 

fisheries exploitation regime to ensure that 

the production generate minimum damage to 

its resource base and the natural environment 

and to see that the benefits of its productivity 

is distributed equally.

Since the 1990s, the government has 

taken an increasing interest in coastal and 

marine management, embarking on board-

based strategies to diversify the economy 

through sustainable development. Importantly, 

the dominance of the petroleum sector has 

resulted in comparatively little pressure on the 

marine resources, such as from coral extraction 

or aquarium fish collection.

In an effort to achieve sustainable 

development of the marine fisheries in the 

country, several management interventions 

have been implemented in Brunei Darussalam 

that include mitigation of overfishing problem 

through a moratorium; new mesh size 

regulations for the trawl cod end; and the 

zoning of fishing grounds.
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Another management measure to conserve fish 

biodiversity is the construction and deployment of artificial 

reefs in specific areas for the purpose of providing fish 

habitat or shelter intended to be fish breeding and feeding 

ground. The artificial reef program which begun in 1980s 

also helps as deterrent to trawlers fishing in the shallow 

waters as it serves as obstruction to dragged nets that are 

illegally used in protected areas. 

The artificial habitats however, being created by 

oil industry structures such as oil jackets/ platform, oil 

pipelines and other structures such as submarine pipelines 

had established a new habitat for colonisation of natural 

fauna and flora, boosting the local benthic biodiversity 

and attraction to fish. This high biomass of reef fishes, 

contributes to the replenishment of the surrounding areas.

In January 2012, Brunei Darussalam took another 

important fisheries conservation initiative with the 

establishment of ‘marine protected areas’ (MPA) within 

the coastal areas of Brunei Waters. The MPAs aimed to 

prevent excessive fishing, enhance biodiversity of marine 

life and develop rehabilitation of damaged fishing grounds 

and coral reefs as well as to promote the full recovery 

of fish stocks in the designated areas. This protection 

is paramount to the long-term conservation of Brunei 

marine environment, which would link with the successful 

development of its marine eco-tourism industry.
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Editorial note: Brunei Today wish to thank Department 
of Forestry and Department of Fisheries, Ministery 
of Industry and Primary Resources on the information 
provided and highly appreciates both departments 
for allowing Brunei Today to use their collection of 
photographs.

Brunei Darussalam’s reefs have a distinctive character 

with striking resemblance to the reefs of the Caribbean Sea. 

With an area covering about 50 sq.km, Brunei Darussalam’s 

reefs are generally shallow consisting of rich coral fauna, high 

coral cover and fascinating variety of marine life to explore.

Taking advantage of its natural beauty, the government 

has identified eco-tourism as one of the many areas with 

potential economic benefits. There are number of must-visit 

places and activities in the country. 

Among the heavenly beautiful green scenery site is 

the Ulu Temburong National Park where visitors are able to 

experience Temburong River cruise on temuai (long boat); and 

canopy walk, a walk through tropical rainforest.  Meanwhile 

for enthusiast diver, they can enjoy the shallow reefs around 
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Weaving of bamboo, rattan and tha leaves

Handicrafts Heritage Gallery, 
Consultative Council of  Mukim Ukong 

Handicraft heritage gallery, a step towards preserving tradition

With a total population of more than 300,000 people, 
with majority are Malay, Brunei Darussalam has a wide 

range of traditional handicraft, delicacies and ceremonials. 
the Malays in Brunei Darussalam comprise of seven ethnic 
groups namely: Melayu Brunei, Tutong, Belait, Kedayan, 
Dusun, Murut and Bisaya.

Menganyam, which can be translated as plaiting or 
weaving certain parts of bamboo, rattan and the leaves 
of other plants into variety of articles is one of specialities  
possessed by these ethnic groups.  Although the end  
products may differ from each ethnic group, it however has 
similar plaiting techniques.

In the early time, plaiting is merely a hobby to pass 
away time and common for ladies to possess the skill. But 
nowadays, interest for such skill is lacking and production of 
traditional handicrafts particularly from plaiting has reduced 
tremendously.

The government is making various efforts to protect 
and sustain the tradition. One of the remarkable efforts is by 
establishing the Brunei Arts and Handicraft Training Centre 
(BAHTC) in 1975. The centre is provides courses on various 
traditional handwork skills.  Among the courses available 
are weaving, plaiting, brass-work, silver-work and songkok-
making (traditional head-gear).
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Galeri Warisan Kraftangan Majlis 
Perundingan Mukim Ukong Handicraft 
Heritage Gallery, Mukim Ukong 
Consultative Council) based in Tutong 
District is an initiative program introduces 
by Brunei Economic Development 
Board (BEDB) and supported by private 
sector, Petroleum Geo Services (PGS) as 
sponsoring of the gallery’s building.

Officiated on May 10, 2012 by Awang 
Jasmee bin Zainal Rashid, Manager of 
Brunei and Malaysia Zone of PGS, the 
gallery exhibits and sale handicraft 
products produced by local community. 

According to Dayang Nilam Lindu, 
prior to the establishment of the gallery, 
plaiting activities were carried out at 
home. With the present of the gallery, 
proper activities can be carried out in 
group. The group are made up of women 
particularly housewives sharing and 
exchanges their knowledge and skills in 
making traditional handicrafts. The gallery 
is manned daily by two women but more 
human resources will be needed if there 
are schedule visits. 

Besides activities at the gallery, 
the members of the council are invited 
to participate to sale their products in 

Galeri Warisan Kraftangan Majlis Perundingan Mukim Ukong 
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exposition conducted by government and 
private organisers. Participating in the 
exposition will not only generate income 
but assist in promoting the existence of the 
gallery to public. 

Various types of handicraft products 
produce by the gallery’s members are 
exhibited namely: tikar (straw matt), suruk, 
bayung, takiding, nyiru, kibah and basket.

Although most of the women are 
from  Dusun ethnic group but the plaiting 
technique, skill and products are quite 
similar to other ethnic groups. The main 
materials used are also same such as 
Mengkuang leaves, bamboo, rattan and 
bamban.

“Mengkuang leaves are easier to 
find compared to other materials. The 
Mengkuang leaves which growth under 
the shady areas is softer and preferable to 
be used for plaiting,” said Dayang Nilam. 

Besides the main materials like 
bamboo and rattan, the material for 
colouring is difficult to find nowadays. The 
original colouring material, a type of plant 
which known as kutan can produced red 
and green colour. 

Regarding the skill, most of the women 
learnt the technique and skill indirect from 
their mothers by observation. There are 
saying that ‘practise make perfect’; and 
after some times plaiting became routine 
for these women. A medium size of straw 
matt can be plaited only in one day time or 
less depending on the concentration.

Plaiting
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Various pattern and design, among the common patterns used buah pelajau, rama-rama 
Butterfly, buah pidada, pakis (fern), bunga api (fireworks), kemato manuk (shape of chicken’s 
eyes) and atokara (shape of monkey).

According to the women, they prefer plaiting 
large sizes handicrafts compared to the smaller 
ones as it required more concentration. 

The same handicrafts products may looks 
slightly different from one another depending on 
the pattern and motif used. Patterns or motifs used 
on the handicrafts are normally referred to natural 
surroundings. Among the common patterns used 
buah pelajau, rama-rama (butterfly), buah pidada, 
pakis (fern), bunga api (fireworks), curak mato 
manuk (shape of chicken’s eyes) and curak kara 
(shape of monkey).

Some of the challenges faced today in 
preserving this tradition are difficulties in finding 
the materials (ie. rattan and colouring substances), 
contributing towards the lack of interest by the 
younger generation to be involved in this hobby 
or business. Furthermore, advance technology has 
enable the production of much modern products 
which serve the same purpose such as plastic 
baskets easily available to be purchased at nearby 
supermarkets.

Thus with the opening of the gallery, it is hoped 
that it will encourage the younger generation to be 
involved in this traditional handicraft, exposing to 
them to the colourful products highlighting the 
importance of preserving this tradition as one of 
the culture of the respective ethnic group.

Since its opening, the gallery has received 
various visits and conducted workshops for youth 
to learn plaiting.

Handicraft products gallery



Art of plaiting


